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jPREFACE. 



When my father^ the late Captain ^illiam Sibonie^ 
Unattached^ was engaged in the construction of his Model 
of the Battle of Waterloo, he was ^utho^ised by the 
General Oommanding-in-Chief — Lord Hill — to is^ue a 
Circular Letter to the several surviving Officers of the 
Battle who might be iiU a position to afford him the in- 
formation necessary for the completion of his undertaking* 
Copies o£ this letter^ and of the plan which accompanied 
it (on one half the original scale), are annexed. 

A great number of letters were sent to him in reply, 
and subsequently, when writing his History of the 
Campaign, he received many additional letters and 
memoranda relating, not only to the precise period of the 
Battle represented on the Model, but also to the opera- 
tions and incidents of the Campaign generally. 

These letters were written to Captain Siborne with the 
knowledge that the information contained in them would 
be conveyed to the public. 

The greater number , of the letters, amounting to 
several hundreds, are still in my possession, and as the 
75th anniversary of the Battld occurred last year^ and 
general attention has been redirected to that great event, 
I have thought that the publication of a selected portion 
of them might be of interest, not only to the Army, 
particularly to those Begiments or Corps which took part 
in the Campaign, but also to the public generally. 

Many families and individuals will here find re- 
corded the original accounts given by relatives who served 
in the Waterloo Campaign of what they experienced and 
of the parts which they played in it. 
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In some few cases the letters were not sent direct 
to Captain Siborne^ but were forwarded to him for his 
information by those to whom they were addressed. 

A great number of the letters or memoranda refer 
to more than one of the Actions or operations of the 
Campaign^ but as the dividing them into detached portions 
for the purpose of strictly adhering to the sequence of 
events would lead to great conf usion^ I have found it 
preferable to leave the letters as they stands and by 
marginal notes or other references assist the reader in 
recognising the situation described in the text. Where 
practicable also, portions of the plan on which the writers 
laid down the positions of their Regiments or Corps are 
reproduced, or else the latter are otherwise indicated. 

The publication of some information at the moment 
intended to be private cannot, so far as it relates to the 
incidents of the war, be looked upon, after the lapse of 
half a century, as a breach of confidence. 

As a rule, however, statements of a purely private or 
irrelevant nature, repetitions in subsequent letters by the 
same writer, and information regarding the state of the 
crops on the Field of Waterloo (necessary for the construc- 
tion of the Model), are omitted. 

Where single or isolated statements may seem to be at 
variance with the descriptions of events given in Captain 
Siborne’s History of the War, it should be remembered 
that those descriptions were only finally decided on, either 
after further correspondence with the same writers, or 
from the careful comparison of a number of various and 
often conflicting accounts. 

The following may be considered as the order of the 
different operations of the Campaign, and principal phases 
of the Battle of Waterloo, to which the letters chiefly 
refer:— 

The receipt of intelligence from the Allied outposts (or 
rather want of it, previous to the 15th of June), 
and consequent hasty concentration of the troops 
towards the line of advance of the French Army. 
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The Action at Quatre Bras on the 16th June. 

The Retreat from Quatre Bras on the 17th to the 
position of Waterloo^ and Cavalry engagements 
at Genappe. 

At the Battle of Waterloo on the 18th. 

The defence of Kongo umont from the eommencement 
of the Battle till near its close. 

The repulse of the first French attack on Picton^s 
Division in the left centre of the Allied Army. 
The Cavalry charges connected therewith. 

The repulse of subsequent French Cavalry attacks. 

The gradual co-operation of the Prussians. 

The capture of La Kaye Sainte by the French. 

The repulse of the first attacking Column of the 
Imperial Guard. 

The repulse of the second Column of the Guards and 
advance of Adam'^s Infantry Brigade. 

The advance of the Light Cavalry. 

The General Advance of the Army and Rout of the 
French. 

The letters are placed in the following order ; — 

1. — Letters from, the General Staff (and that of 

Divisions). 

2. — Letters from the six Brigades of Cavalry. 

3. — Letters from the eight Batteries of Horse and 

five of Field Artillery. 

4. — Letters from the eight Brigades of Infantry. 

A short sketch of the operations in which each Brigade 
was engaged precedes the letters from it, and the letters 
from the Staff of the Brigade precede those from the 
Regiments composing it. 

Owing to the principle I have adopted of endeavour- 
ing to make each Corps contribute its share of the corre- 
spondence, some of the letters may be thought to have 
little interest; but this will generally be found to be 
compensated for by the fuller accounts of other writers^ 
which represent the operationsj not only of their own 
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partieular Regiments^ but of their Brigaaes^ and even of 
the Army in general. 

The only three Corps engaged in the Battle from 
which there are no letters of any interest in the collection 
are the 1st Life Guards, the Eoyal Engineers, and the 
14th Eegiment, 

I may add that the collection consists of letters from 
British Officers only, and does not include any from our 
Allies in the Campaign. 

Unless otherwise expressed, the letters are to be 
considered as addressed to Captain Siborne, and where 
two ranks are assigned to a writer, the latter is that which 
he held at Waterloo. 

H. T. SlBOBNB, 

Major-General. 


CIECULAE LETTER TO SURVI7ING- 
• WATERLOO OEFICEES. 

Dublin* 

— Having for some time past been occupied in 
constructing a Model of the Field and Battle of Waterloo^ 
upon a scale sufficiently large to admit of the most faith- 
ful representation of that memorable Action ; and the 
General Comraanding-in-Chief havingj with the utmost 
kindness, and with a view to insure to the undertaking the 
greatest possible accuracy, granted me permission to apply 
for such information as I may conceive desirable and neces- 
sary, to the several Officers who, from the commands 
which they held, or from the circumstances in which they 
were placed on that occasion, may be considered likely to 
afford it ; — I have accordingly the honour to request you 
will have the goodness to reply to the following queries, as 
far as your recollection and the circumstances of your 
position at the time will admit. 

What was the particular formation of the 

at the moment (about 7 p.m.) when tie 
French Imperial Guards, advancing to attack the right 
of the British Forces, reached the crest of our position ? * 

What was the formation of that part of the Enemy^s 
Forces immediately in front of the 

Would you have the goodness to trace these forma- 
tions, according to the best of your recollection, upon the 

accompanying Plan ? t 

* The period of the Battle selected for representation on the Model. 

t According to the scale of the Plan, J the following lines show the 
extent of front occupied respectively hy a Battalion in line (700 strong), 

and hy a Sq,uadron (130 strong) : ' ■ — i mm' !«■— 

X The original Plan. — Ed, 


".I 
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Upon examining the Plan yon will find that I have 
marked with a pencil, on the difEerent fields in and near 
which the generally posted thiough- 

out the ISth o£ June, the nature of the crops which, it 
is presumed, from the information afforded me by the 
Farmers residing on the spot, they respectively contained 
on that day. Have you any doubts as to the correctness 

of such information, and if so, in what particular. Con- 
sidering the extremely devastated and trodden-down ap- 
pearance of all kinds of vegetation at the period of the 

crisis of the battle, it is more with reference to the exist- 
ence of ploughed or fallow land that I ask this question. 

I shall feel very much obliged by your affording me, 
in addition to the information already solicited, any 
remarks which you may consider likely to conduce to 
the accuracy and fidelity of the Model, as regai-ds tie 
positions, movements, and formations o£_ the contending 
armies, not only at the precise moment of actimi selected 
for representation, but also during the day. Hints con- 
cernino- the tracks of the French columns which passed 
.Up either in advancing or retreat- 

imdX LJ-iv 1 lx 

ino- • details of the different attacks made or sustained by 

, as also remarks upon the general 

appearance presented by that part of the Meld of Battle 
nearest to the , with the addition of any 

little circumstances which, in your oinnion, ought not to 
be overlooked in a work of this kind, will be most accept- 
able. It is 011I7 by such means as these that I sliall be 
enabled to ensure the accuracy of the Model in every par- 
ticular, and, with the aid of an explanatory memoir, to ay 
before the public a complete and satisfactory exposition oh 
this ever memorable Battle. 

In coneluding, I take the liberty of earnestly entreating 
that you will not allow yourself to be deterred from giving 
the requested information by any fear of committing mis- 
takes; which, indeed, considering the period that has 
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elapsed since the Battle took place^ are not only most 
excusable^ but almost unavoidable. If OiSicers will, how- 
ever, but favour me with their remarks and opinions, freely 
and without reserve, I trust that, by fairly weighing and 
comparing the data thus afforded me, I shall be enabled to 
deduce a most faithful and authentic record of the Battle, 
the surest means of imparting to the Model that extreme 
accuracy which, in a work of this nature, not dependent, 
like a pictorial representation, on effect for its excellence, 
must always constitute its real value. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble Servant, 
W. SiBOEXJB, 

Lieut.-Assist. Mil. Sec. 


To 
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vataterloo letters 


GENERAL STAPE. 

Amongst the Letters from the Greaeral Staff (and 
that of Divisions) are two which refer to the 
tardy intelligence received by the Duke of 
Wellington from the Allied Outposts of the 
Advance of the French Army. One from 
Oeneral W. Napier (No. 1) communicating an 
interesting statement on this point by the Duke 
himselfj the other from Lord Fitzroy Somerset 
(No. 2). 

The principal remaining Letters are from Lord 
Anglesey (Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6), giving an account of 
the general movements and operations of the 
Cavalry, and particularly as regards the Eetreat 
from Quatre Bras on the 17th June, and the 
Battle of Waterloo on the 18th up to the period 
when he was wounded; from Sir William 
Q-omm (Nos. 12, 13), relating to the marching 
of Picton’s Division and other troops on Quatre 
Bras, and of its share in the Battles on the 
16th and 18th; and from Greneral Freemantle 
(No. 11), respecting the arrival of the Prussians 
at Waterloo. 
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No. 1. 


The Duke of 
WellingtoE 
(inding the 
I*rince of 
Orange at the 
Duchess of 
Eichmond’s 
Ball. 

News of the 
advance of the 
Drench across 
the Samhre. 


Amval of ’ 
Genl. Mu^. 
ling from 
Blucher’s 
Army. Genl. 
Mutfling was 
PrussianCom- 
missioner to 
the British 
Army, 


MAJOR-GENERAL W. NAPIER, C.B. 

(not at WATERLOO.) 

Ao'yw&er 1842. 

I should not like to give my information to anybody 
but you, but your fairness about your Model makes me 
feel that I do not throw away what I am going to tell 
you, and it is from the Duke^s mouth. 

He found the Prince of Orange at the Duchess of 
Richmond'^s Ball on the evening of the 15th. He was sur- 
prised to see him because he had placed him at Binche, an 
important outpost^ for the purpose of observing and giving 
notice of the movements of the Enemy. He went up to 
him and asked if there was any news ? No ! nothing 
but that the Ereneh have crossed the Sambre and had a 
brush with the Prussians. Have you heard of it ? 

This was news. So he told him quietly that he had 
better go back to his post, and then by degrees he got the 
principal Officers away from the ball and sent them to 
their troops. This was done, I think he said, about 11 
o^elock. 

He then went to his quarters and found Muffling 
there, coming from Bluclier with the news; he ought to 
have arrived long before, but, said the Duke to me, I 
cannot tell the world that Blueher picked the fattest man 
in his army to ride with an express to me, and that he 
took thirty hours to go thirty miles.'’*’ 

I am in a state of. great debility from sickness and 
pain, being carried about and held up to write this^ or I 
would give more details, but the substance you have. 

There is, however, a very curious story about the 
Espionage, which I believe no man knows but myself 
now. My authority (Grant, the Chief of the Espionage) 
is dead. General Dornberg was the real cause of the 
Dukes’s being surprised in bis cantonments. 


Yours, &c., 

' ;W.,Nahee. 
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Loed Axglesby 


LIEUT.-GEISrEEAL LORD ' EITZROY SOMERSET, 

K.O.B. 

Lieut. -Golonel 1st Foot Guaeds, and Military Secretary to the 
Duke of Wellington. 

Horse Guards^ November 26th 1 1842. 

I am sorr}’^ to have to say, in reply to your letter of the 
22nd inst., that I do not recollect the time at which in the 
course of the 15th June the Prince of Orange came into 
Brussels, nor the circumstances which induced His Royal 
Highness to leave the advanced posts and repair in person 
to the Headquarters of the Army. 

The Duke of Wellington did not stir out of Brussels 
on the 15th. On the 16bh he left the city about 8 o’clock, 
and after having remained some time with the troops some 
distance in front of Ouatre Bras, His Grace proceeded to 
visit Marshal Blucher, who was then preparing to receive 
the attack of the French Army, and after staying with him 
a little while, he returned to his own Army, which he 
reached very shortly before it was engaged with the 
Enemy. 

Yours, &c,, 

Fitzeoy Somerset. 


GENERAL THE MARQUESS OF ANGLESEY, 
K.G., G.O.B., G.C.H. 

Lieut. -General the Earl op Dxbridge, G.O.B., Commanding the 

Cavalry. 

Malvern, October ISth, 1842, 

I have not the least objection to answer your question. 
I received no order from the Duke of Wellington to make 
the first charge or any other during the day. 

I will in a moment explain to you the footing upon 
which he placed me upon my arrival at Brussels. 

The Duke said, I place the whale of the Cavalry and 
Light Artillery of the United Army under your command/^ 

B 2 


No. 2. 


The Diite 
leaves Brus- 
sels on the 
morning of 
the 16 th. 
Proceeds to 
Quatre Bras 
and on to visit 
Blucher at 
Ligny. Re- 
turns to 
Q.uatre Bras 
before the 
Battle com- 
menced. 


No. 3. 


His instruc- 
tions from the 
Dtike of 
Wellington. 
The whole of 
the Cavalry 
and its Horse 
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liOiiB Anglesey,. 

A few days after this the Duke said," The Prince of 
Orange has begged that the Cavalry of H.R.H.^s nation 
should remain under his immediate command. I hope you 
have no objection to this.’^ I replied, Not the slightest. 
I am quite ready to act in any way you please. 

On the 17th, the Duke having decided to retire to the 
position of Waterloo in consequence of the Battle which 
ttL k had taken place on the previous day between the French 
and the Prussians being made known to him, ordered me 
^Vto remain in the position of Ouatre Bras as long as I 
conveniently could, in order to cover the movement of the 
Army.'^^ The Army moved at 10 a.m. I remained until 
1 o^clock p.m. 

On the morning of the 18th, just as the Battle 
commenced, the Duke said, The Prince of Orange re- 
quests that you will take charge of all his Cavalry,’*'^ I 
replied, I will do my best with them, but it is un- 
fortunate that I should not have had an opportunity of 
making myself acquainted with any of his Oliicex'S or 
their Regiments.’^ 

These are all the orders I ever received from the 
Duke during this short campaign. 

I felt that he had given me Garte llcmche^ and I never 
bothered him with a single question respecting the move- 
ments it might be necessary to make. 

I will only add that throughout he was invariably 
conciliatory and confiding. 

I remain, fec.j 

Anglesey. 


Artillery 
placed tmder 
his orders. 

The Prince 
of Orange 
’wished his 
own Cavaby 
to remain 
nnder his own 
orders. 


orders Lord 
Uxbridge to 
cover the Re- 
treat with the 
Cavalry. 


On the morn- 
ing of the 
18th, the 
Prince of 
Orange re- 
quested that 
his Cavalry 
should he 
under Lord 
Uxbridge. 

These a-U the 
orders re- 
ceived from 
the Biike by 
Lord Ux- 
bridge. 


No. 4. 

See Bo. U, 

p. 111. 

Quatre Bras 
and Genappe. 


M BY THE SAME. 

2Vie report from an Officer of tbe 11th Light Dragoons 
induces me to go into some detail relative to the affairs at 
Quatre Bras on the 16th, and at Genappe on the 17th. 

The Cavalry being in cantonments at Ninove and 
environs, had to march between thirty and forty miles to 
reach the former place. 

I Lad galloped on and reached it between 2 and 
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Loud A>'gli,&ey,. 


3 p.m. I found tbe Prince of Grangers Corps heavily 
engaged^ and being deficient in Cavalry, I went to hasten 
the mareli of the first Light Regiments that headed the 
Column. About eight o^clock p.m. the 11th arrived, and a 
part of the Regiment was thrown out in front of the 
position. 

At 10 a.m. on the 17th the Duke of Wellington 
decided upon withdrawing into the position of Waterloo, 
and ordered me to cover the retreat with all the Cavalry 
and Horse Artillery, and about two Battalions of Light 
Troops. There was a small river in the rear, with a bridge 
over it at Genappe, and my Staff had discovered two fords 
at half-a-mile distance on the right and left of it. The 
centre Column, which was to pass hy the bridge along the 
ekmmeey consisted of the Artillery and two Brigades of 
Heavy Cavalry, with the 7th Hussars and 23rd Light 
Dragoons as a Rear-guard. Two Brigades of Light 
Cavalry retired by the ford on the left, and (I think) 
three by that on the right. We had Ney^s Corps, which 
had fought the Battle of Quatre Bras, still in our front, 
hut making no signs of moving. About 1 o^clock p.m., 
however, very large masses of Cavalry began to show upon 
our left, and upon the road from Namur, It was obvious 
they were coming on, and I therefore withdrew, and sent 
hack the Infantry and the 11th Light Dragoons that had 
been in front; and, shortly after this, the Enemy^s Artillery 
and Cavalry advanced with rapidity and opened a smart 
fire. Every disposition having been previously made, the 
retreat was commenced, and although the attack was rapid 
and vigorous, the three Columns passed the river with very 
slight loss. 

The Enemy did not pass the fords after the flank 
Columns, but concentrated their efforts against the centre 
Column. Having passed the bridge, Lord E. Somerset's 
Brigade and the Artillery kept the ehmmeey and halted 
about 600 or 700 yards from the entrance of Genappe. 
Sir William Ponsonby^s Brigade was deployed upon the 
plain to the right (as fronting the Enemy) of the 


IGtli Juac. 
Lute urriv.'il 
of the Brilirih 
Cavalry at 

Qiiatre Bras. : 


17th June. 

Eetreat to the 
position of 
Waterloo 
covered hy 
the Cavahy. 

Fords dis- 
covered on 
each side of 
Grenappo, 

The Centre 
Cavalry Ool- 
11 mix to move 
hy theC%«Mm’ 
through 
Genappe. 

2 Brigades o! 
Light Cavalry 
retired hy the 
Ford on the 
left, and 3 hy 
that on the 
right. 

About 1 p.m. 
appearance of 
Cavalry on 
the Namur 
road. 

Advance of 
the French 
Cavalry. 

Their Artil- 
lery opens lire. 

The Eetreat 
commenced, 
and the 3 
Columns ci'oss 
the river with 
slight loss. 

The Enemy 
only followed 
up the Centre 
Column. 

Somerset’s 
Brigade kept 
the Chmissee. 
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Lorb Anglesey. 
Fonsonby’s 
deployed" oe 
tbe right. 


Cavalry 
Action at 
Oenappe, 

The 7th Hus- 
sars attack 
the French 
Ijaneers. 

Alternate suc- 
cesses of 7th 
Hussars and 
French 
Lancers. 


See No. 65, 
p. 135. 

1st Life 
Guards repel 
the French 
Lancers, 


eliaussee, I placed the 7th Hussars^ 200 or 300 yards from 
the town^ and upon the and the 23rd Light 

Dragoons in support. The cliaimee is wide^ hut for some 
distance has ditches on either side ; these filled with water, 
the rain haying come down in torrents from the moment 
the retreat commenced. 

In this position I awaited the further movements of 
the Enemy. Presently their Lancers were pushed through 
the town, and as I saw they were preparing to advance, I 
immediately ordered the 7th to attack. 

This they did most gallantly, hut they could not pene- 
trate the Lancers. In their turn these now advanced, and 
drove the 7th upon their reserve. Here the 7th rallied, 
and again drove the Lancers to the town. 

Again the Lancers being reinforced rallied, and drove 
the 7th, and again the 7th rallied, and thus a determined 
see~saw was kept up for a considerable time. At length, 
after the 7th had lost several excellent Officers and men, I 
withdrew them, and, riding up to the 23rd Light Dragoons, 
ordered them to advance. It is jpossi&le that the part of 
the 11th which had been in advance during the previous 
night, and which I had withdrawn previously to the com- 
mencement of the retreat, may have been joined with the 
23rd, to whom I addressed myself. It hpossiile^ but I do 
not think it was so. Be that as it may, the sequel will 
show that the 11th did not charge at Genappe after the 
7th had been withdrawn, or at all. 

My address to these Light Dragoons not having been 
received with all the enthusiasm that I expected, I ordered 
them to clear the and said, The Life Guards 

shall have this honour,’^ and instantly sending for them, 
two squadrons of the 1st Regiment, gallantly led by 
Major Kelly, came on ^ood willy md I sent 

them in to finish the Lancers. They at once overthrew 
them, and pursued into the town, where they punished 
them severely. 

Thus ended the affair immediately at the gates of 
Genappe, by which it will be seen that the regiments 
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tliat charged there were the 7th Hussars firsts and then 
the 1st Life Guards. 

Having thus checked the ardour of the Enemy ^s The Enemy 
advanced guards the retreat was continued at a slow paccj th^Eetreat^is 
and with the most perfect regularity. Assuredly 
coiip cle collier had the very best effect^ for although there ^ ^ 
was much cannonading^ and a constant appearance of a 
disposition to charge^ they continued at a respectful 
distance. 

The Royals, Inniskillings, and Greys manoeuvred beau- Manceuvring 
tifully, retiring by alternate squadrons, and skirmished innSkiuSgs’ 
in the very best style; but finding that all the efforts of and Eoyals. 
the Enemy to get upon our right flank were vain, and that 
by manoeuvring upon the plain, which was amazingly deep 
and heavy from the violent storm of rain, it only uselessly Heavy storm 
exhausted the horses, I drew these Regiments in upon the ^ 
chatmee in one column, the Guns falling back from position 
to position, and from these Batteries, checking the advance 
of the Enemy. 

We were received by the Duke of Wellington upon Eetreat 
entering the position of Waterloo, having effected the ygiy trifling 
retreat with very trifling loss. loss. 

Thus ended the prettiest Field Day of Cavalry and 
Horse Artillery that I ever witnessed. 

FROM THE SAME. 

TO GENEEAL SIE EEBBEEIC STOVIN. 

B. D., Novemher Sih, 1SS9. hRo. 5. 

My beau Stovin, — It is rather hard to have to fight Waterloo, 
the Battle o’er again, and at so great a distance of time ; 
however, I will try to give you a rough and hasty 
.sketch.' ■ 

I had been visiting the extreme right of the Cavalry, 
and those placed in support of the attack on [? defence of] 
Hougoumont, when, on returning towards the centre of the 
position, I observed very large masses of the Enemy, both 
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Attecroathe Infantry (supported, too, by a tremendous 

Se of ^tdlery from all parts of their line), moving 

about 1.30 opoJi onr left, but principally on La Haye Sainte, the 

r? Brussels appearing to be nearly the 

Cavalry. centre ot their advance. 

iSr 

either side of 
the road. 

Lord E. 

Somerset’s 
Brigade (1st 
& 2nd Life 
Guards, Blues 
and King’s 
Dragoon 
Guards) on 
the right, Sir 
Win. Ponson- 
by’s (Royals, 

Greys, and 
Inniskillings) 
on the left 
of it. 

ist Charge 
these Bri- 
gades. 

See-plm, p. 38. 


Cavalry was oriiprori fhn Vf " cavalry, and 

formed^n the Honseliold Brigade to prepare to form line 

passed on to Sir William Ponsonby's, and having told him 
to wheel into line when the other Brigade did, I instantly 
returned to the Household Brigade, and put the whole 
in motion. 

I led the advance, and am inclined to think that the 
me I took was pretty much what is in the plan, stated to 
be that of the Officer leading the left squadron of the 2nd 
Lite Guards (perhaps a little more to the right) ; but this 
1 remember, that the ground was dreadfully broken, and 
upon a very active horse I was much put to it to descend it. 
Towards the bottom of the slope I found our Infantry 
of mostly^ in line, hut getting into squares to receive the 
inemy s Cavalry, and making intervals for us as our 
bquadrons presented themselves. Thus we passed through 
the Infantry as fast and as well as we could (but neces- 
sarily not with exact regularity), when, again forming, we 
instantly charged and fell upon large masses of Cavalry 
and of Lnfantry ; but these gave way in a moment, and of 

leytter arm 3,000 men were taken, and two Eagles sent 
to tlie rear. 

^ The pursuit was continued until a vast number of 
(juns were in our possession, or rather passed, and I have 
been assured by Lord Lauderdale that a Erench General 
CCT at Pans, whom he named, but whose name I have 
orgotten I think, however, he was of the Artillery), told 
him y at they had more than forty Guns put Aors de comhat 
by that charge. Unfortunately they could not be brought 
ott, tor the pursuit had been continued without order and 
too tar, and the second line (excepting only a small pai-t of 
feir J Vandeleur’s Bngade— in fact, I believe, only two 
Squadrons of the 12th, under Sir F. Ponsonby) had not 


3,000 French 
and 2 Eagles 
taken. 


40 French 
Guns put /iors 
de combat. 
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See statement 
of Sir John 
Yandeleiir^ 
Fo. ol5p.,.l05. 

Aftertlae.OTer- 
tlirow,of the ■ 
Cuirassiers, , ' 
tried in Tain, 
to stop the 
pursuit. 


Lord Angxeset, 

followed the movements of the Heavy Cavalry^ whose 
horses were now exhausted^, and had to receive the shocks 
of fresh troops. 

After the overthrow of the Cuirassiers I had in vain 
attempted to stop my people by sounding the Ralty^ but 
neither voice nor trumpet availed ; so I went back to seek 
the support of the 2nd Line^ which unhappily had not 
followed the movements of the Heavy Cavalry. 

Had when I sounded the Rally^ found only four 
well-formed Squadrons coming steadily along at an easy 
trot^ I feel certain that the loss the first line suffered when 
they were finally forced back w’'ould have been avoided^ 
and most of these Guns might have been secured^ for it 
was obvious the effect of that charge had been prodigious^ 
and for the rest of the day, although the Cuirassiers fre- 
quently attempted to break into our Lines, they always 
did it moUement and as if they expected something more 
behind the curtain. 

My impression is that the French were completely 
surprised by the first Cavalry attack. It (our Cavalry) 
had been rather hidden by rising ground immediately 
before their position. I think the left wing of our In- 
fantry was partially retiring, when I determined upon the 
movement, and then these 19 Squadrons pouncing down 
hill upon them so astonished them that no very great 
resistance was made, and surely such havoc was rarely 
made in so few minutes. 

When I was returning to our position I met the 
Duke of Wellington, surrounded by all the Corps diplo- 
matique militaire ^ \Yho had from the high ground wit- 
nessed the whole affair. The plain appeared to be swept 
clean, and I never saw so Joyous a group as was this Troupe 
doree. They thought the Battle was over. It is certain 
that our Squadrons went into and over several Squares of 
Infantry, and it is not possible to conceive greater con- 
fusion and panic than was exhibited at this moment. 

This forces from me the remark that I committed a 


Effects of the 
1st Charge. 


Thinks the 
Erenek .were 
surprised by 
the 1st Caval- 
ry Attack. 


On returiiing 
to the Posi- 
tion met the 
Duke of Wel- 
lington. 


great mistake 


in 


having 


myself led the attack. The 


Mistake in 
leading the 
Cavalry him- 
self.. 
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once begun, the leader is no better than any other 
man ; whereas, i£ I had placed myself at the head of the 2nd 
line, there is no saying what great advantages might not 
have accrued from it. I am the less pardonable in having 
deviated from a principle I had laid down for myself, that 
i had already suffered from a similar error in an affair at 
Irtragau [?], where my reserve, instead of steadily follow- 
ing as I had ordered, chose to join in the attack, and at the 
end of it I had no formed body to take advantage with. 


No. C. 

Cavalry at 
Waterloo. 

French. 

Cavalry. 


After the 1st 
Attack the 
Cuirassiers 
did not charge 
with so much 
vigour. 

The Infantry 
only hred 
when the 
French 
Cavalry were 
close, and the 
latter dis- 


A few i^assed 
through the 
Sq.uares, and 


Truly yours, 

Anglesey. 

MEMO. BY THE SAME. 

They (the French) very frequently attacked our 
Squares, but never in overwhelming masses, and with that 
vigour and sj}eedy which would have given them some 
chance of penetrating. No heavy mass having a well- 
formed front actually came collectively against our 
bayonets. Constantly a few devoted fellows did clash with 
them, and some, pierced between the Squares, and when I 
had not Cavalry at hand I frequently entered the Squares 
for protection. 

In the afternoon a very heavy attack was made upon 
the whole of our line to the right of the road, and con- 
necting itself with the troops attacking Hougoumont. 
It was chiefly made and frequently repeated by masses of 
Cuirassiers, but never in one connected line, and after the 
first grand attack of the morning they never came on with 
the degree of vigour which could give them a hope of 
penetrating into our immovable Squares of Infantry. 

The Infantry never fired till the Cavalry were very 
close, and then they (the Cavalry) dispersed, some coming 
through the intervals where they %vere either killed by the 
fire of the Squares, or rexDulsed by the Cavalry in 2nd 
line. For several minutes some few Cuirassiers were in 
possession of several of our Guns about the centre of our 
line, at the time the British Cavalry was in pursuit else- 
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where, and these desperate men. remained thereto be picked were repulsed 
off. . . . ■ ty the Caval- 

* • * * * * ly in 2nd 

Our right Flank being mucli annoyed by a Battery Line. 

of (I think) IB Guns supported by Lancers, which were move 

over the Eavine and Stream beyond Hougoumont, and French 

which enfiladed our Line, I caused Sir Colquhoun Grant 

and a part of General Doimberg^s Brigade to cross the 

bridge there, and to manoeuvre upon their flanks and rear, 

and to attack them. 

In the meantime a heavy attack was made upon onr Repels a heavy 

centre, which I went to repel, with such of the Heavy on the 

^ 1 *1 n ‘ ri ^ centre with 

Cavalry as remained. Sir C. Granrs movement had the the remains 

fullest effect. It removed the Guns, and the Lancers did 

not wait to be attacked, but Sir C. Grant perceiving the 

attack above related, instead of pursuing, returned to 

support the Heavy Cavalry with which I was, and it is, I 

apprehend, at that moment that the collision described by 

Major Mercer took place. I did not see it, or it may 

relate to what follows. 

Seeing a Corps formed for attack and advancing, I Butch 
brought forward a Brigade of Dutch Heavy Cavalry, and 
they promised to follow me. I led them beyond the ridge 
of the hill, a little to the left of Hougoumont. There 
they halted, and finding the impossibility of making them 
charge, I left them and retired. 

Here Major Mercer must, from the position described, 
have lost sight of them, and he may have supposed that a 
collision had taken place. . . 

In covering the retreat of the 17tli I found the 


See R'o. 89, 

p. 216. 


Cavalry. 


See ISTo. 9, 

p. 18. 


Lance had some advantage over the Sword. 


I think the Cuirass protects, bub it also encumbers, 
and ill a I am sure the Cuirass causes the loss of 
many a life. ' . . ■ . . 

They (the French) never risked themselves in line. 
They were always in column, and they never charged at 
speed. . . . 

It is asked, Did the British Cavalry in every 


lu the Retreat 
of the 17th 
found the 
Lance had 
some advan- 
tage over the 
Sword. 

The Cuirass 
encumhers 
more than it 
protects. 

The French 
always 
charged in 
Column. 
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Lord Gtreexock. 
British 
Cavalry. 

The British 
always acl~ 
vmtced to 
resist the 
Enemy. The 
Light Cavalry 
not always 
successful, 

G-erman 
Legion 
Cavalry en- 
tii*ely of the 
same worth 
as the British. 
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pied ferme tte onset of the 


instance withstand de 
French?-’' 

It did stand de pied ferme. It invariably ad- 
vanced, but the Light Cavaliy was not always sneeessful. 

r have the strongest reason to be excessively dis- 
satisfied with the General commanding a Briga^ of 
Dutch Heavy Cavalry, and with a Colonel commanding 

a young Regiment of Hanoverian Hussars. 

I class the German Legion entirely with the British 
ava ly. Than we [are] ! there cannot be better troops. 


]^o. 7. 


Waterloo. 


LIEUT.-GElSrERAL LORD GREENOCK, K.C.B, 

Assistant avAKTEE-MASTEE-GENEiiAL to the CAv.u,iir. 

5, Carlton Place, Edinburgh, Jan. 21si, 1835. 
oQf/ honour to acknowledge your letter of the 

^9th ult. with Its enclosures, which, however, did not reach 
me until the 16th inst.; and in reply I can only express 
the vey great regret that I feel that after the lapse of 
neaily twenty years, and having no memoranda at present 

rthrdiffie t f the positions oLpied 

by the d fterent Corps during the Battle of Waterloo might 

ulderT^I^ ti . r*" “r'' ineompetent^o 

ertake the task you have assigned me of marking upon 

the plan tmnsmitted for that purpose even the sitltions 
of those troops with which I was the most immediately 
concerned on that occasion. • ^ 

I was at that period attached as Assistant Quarter- 
as er-General to the Cavalry, and my post on the 18th of 
June was therefore with the Marquess of Anglesey except 
when employed in conveying his orders. ^ 

At the commencement of the Battle, the several 
Brigades of Cavalry were formed nearly upon the o-round 
upon which they had respectively bivouacked on the pre- 
ce mg night; this had been taken up without any attention 
to order It having been almost dark before they arrived in 

the position, owing to their having all been more or less 
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sharply engaged with the Enemy in covering the retreat 
of the Infantry from Uuatre Bras on the 17thj and this 
movement having been executed by them by three different 
routes/ the situations of their respective bivouaeks had been 
determined more by this circumstance than by any regular 
disposition. 

To the left of the Great Road from Brussels to BistrilDution 
Charleroi; by Genappe^ the positions of three Brigades of 
British Cavalry from left to right wei*e as follows; viz. 

Sir Hussey Vivian^s— Major-General Vandeleuris — Sir 
William Ponsonby’s. 

The former had communicated by patrols with the 
Prussians. Some Belgian Light Cavalry; to the best of 
my recollection; were also on that flank of the army. 


at Waterloo, 

S&e General 
Plan, Ho, 1. 

Tivian’s, 
VandeletiPs, 
and Ponson- 
by’s Brigades 
left of Brns- 
sels-Genappe 

To the right of that road; and of the Haye SaintC; Light Belgian 
in the same order; were: — CWalry. 

Lord E. Somerset-’ s — Major-General Dornberg^s — Somerset’s, 
Major-General Sir Colquhoun Grant^s Brigades. The 
greater part of the Belgian and Hanoverian Cavalry were 
in positions intermediate to those of Lord Edward * ■ 
Somerset's and Sir Colquhoun Grant^s Brigades. 

Of the Cavalry thus posted at the commencement of 
the day; on the left during the progress of the Battle 
previous to the hour to which you more particularly refer; 

Sir W. Ponsonby^s Brigade had lost its General; and the 
greater part of its Officers and meU; in consequence of 
having pursued the Enemy too far; after a most brilliant 
and successful charge; with the exception of the 12th ist Charge of 
Lancers (Light Dragoons); which had made a very gallant 
charge; General Vandeleur^s Brigade had sustained no losS; 
and Sir Husse}^ Vivian-’s Brigade had not been at all 
engaged. 


with Hano- 
verian and 
Belgian 
Cavalry in 
intermediate 
positions. 

Repulse of 
B^Erlon’s 1st 
Attack, and 
that of the 


On the 


right of the 


Haye Sainte; the Household 1st Charge of 
Brigade had charged at the same time with the other heavy Ir^aAe!" ^ 
Brigade; when one of its Regiments; the King^s Dragoon 
Guards; having likewise been too eager in the pursuit; had 
been almost annihilated; the Life Guards and BlueS; 
having been kept better in hand; had then suffered 
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Cavalry en- (comparatively speaking) but little loss. All the Cavalry 

^o^hout this side of the 

the day in position were Constantly engaged throughout the day in 
repdlmg the endeavouring to repel the masses of French Cavalry when 
Caraby when toey had penetrated between the Squares of Infantrv or 
hetweS'^ the crest of the position. 

Squares. In Consequence of the suddenness of the order to 

_ advance to meet the Enemy, on the 16th of June, the 

f Divisions, which I 

not being hnow to have been Lord Anglesey's intention, had not 

The different Brigades, tiierefore, havino- 
TtDsudden , 7 ® before shown along the whole extent of 

order to ad- Line, without any view to such an arrang^ement their 

« on 16 th operations were unfortunately never combined during any 

part of the day, whilst the French Cavalry acted in Corps 
or Divisions ; consequently in these desultory attacks small 
bodies of the former were constantly opposed to laro-e 
masses of the latter, and although the first efforts of the 
British were generally successful, the superiority of the 

nemy's numbers in the end always turned the scale in 
their favour. 


LordAngleaey 
moved the . 
Cavalry on 
the left of the 
main road to 


Lord Anglesey, being sensible of this disadvantage, 
gave orders for the better concentration of his Corps by 
removing the Brigades from the left of the Haye Sainte 
tovwds the right of the position, as soon as their presence 
uvciiu luitu VO j! ,1 ^ quarter became no longer necessary in consequence 

Staff gjl O” ‘tat flank. p„, fl,, 

V«1 Of the po™ movements of the Cavalry subsequent to that 

Irussiaus. period, you cannot have a better guide than Sir Hussey 

^ ivian s letter to Major Gawler, published in the Uniied 
bermce JotornaL 

A short time before the Enemy^s last advance. Lord 
Anglesey had made a very gallant but ineffectual charge 
yainst the French Cavalry at the head of Lord Edward 
Somerset's Brigade, which he had wished to renew with 
the Belgian Cavalry j but abandoning this intention, after 

communicating personally with the Commanding Ofiicer 

in consequence of perceiving that the Belgians appeared to 


Lord Angle- 
sey, a short 
tim© before 
the Eneoay^s 
last attack, 
charges the 
French 
Cavalry with 
Somerset’s 
Brigade, but 
ineffectually. 
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be too mucli dispirited by having just witnessed the 
failure of the Household Brigade, to afford any hope of a 
more favourable result, his Lordship proceeded to that 
part of the field on which, by that time. Sir Hussey 
Vi viands Brigade had been formed, and as I accompanied 
Lord Anglesey on that occasion, I am able to vouch for 
the fidelity and accuracy with which all the circumstances 
relative to this visit of his Lordship'^s are described by Sir 
Hussey in that letter. 

On quitting Sir Hussey Vivian, Lord Anglesey 
joined the Duke of Wellington, and it was about this time 
that the last attack by the Enemy took place. The 
Infantry had then formed into line four deep. We rode 
towards the left along the rear of the Infantry, crossing 
the Genappe Road in rear of the Haye Sainte, but imme- 
diately returned to the right of the line. It was then that Last attack of 
Lord Anglesey sent me to bring up Vivian^s Brigade, 
which I did as he has stated, directing him to make a the British 
flank movement to his right in order to clear the flank of 
the Infantry, and afterwai’ds bring up his right shoulders. 

His Lordship was struck by a ball in the knee just as I 
came up to him, according to his desire, to report the 
arrival of this Brigade, it having been his intention to 
have directed its further movements in person. Sir Hussey 
Vivian, however, continued to advance, and the affair was 
decided in the way he has so well described. 

General Vandeleur’s Brigade followed this movement. 

At that time the remains of the Heavy Brigade, and 
Ponsonby^s, and a Squadron of the 23rd Lancers (Light 
Dragoons), under the command of Major Lautour, which, 
having by some accident been separated from the remainder 49, 

of that Regiment, had joined the Heavy Brigade, had also 
been moved to the right of the position, and were formed 
not far from the place where Lord Anglesey received his 
wound. 

The above facts having come more immediately under 
my own observation are fresh in my memory. With 
regard to the precise situations or movements of the rest 


LightCavalry. 


LordAnglesey 

wounded. 


Yivian’i 

vance. 


ad- 


FoUowed by 
Yandeleur. 
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WATERLOO LETTERS. 

Col. Thoekhill. 

of the Cavalry at the Crisis of the Battle I cannot speak 
with so much certainty. I shall therefore conclude^, with 
many apologies for sending you so imperfect a sketchy by 
subscribing myselfj 

Your most; &e. &c._, 

Geeenock. 


No. 8. 

Waterloo. 


First A.B.O. 
to Lord An- 
glesey, 


He carries 
Lord Angle- 
sey’s instruc- 
tions to Com- 
manders of 
Cavalry Brig- 
ades, 

Lord Angle- 
sey's gallant 
conduct. 


COLONEL W. THOENHILL. 

Major 7tk Hussars, and A.D.C. to Lord Uxbridge. 

TO GENEEAL SIE EEEDEEIO STOVIN. 

New Park, July 16th, 1889. 

My deal Stovin, — To be cool and clear in the perilous 
adventures of a fight is a characteristic I might well be 
proud of when applied to me by so good a soldier as Sir 
Hussey, if I could but persuade myself to believe that I 
deserved it. I have been in many a hard-fought day, as 
you well know, hut of all the Geueml Engagements (some 
sixteen or more) in which it has been my lot as a 
subordinate Ofiieer to be engaged, Waterloo is that of 
which I retain the least vivid impression of the details. 

The important post I then filled as first A.D.C. to the 
Marquis of Anglesey, which necessitated the prompt and 
direct transmission of his orders, gave me but little time 
to contemplate passing events irrelevant thereto. 

Lord Anglesey had taken me with him at daybreak to 
visit the Cavalry outposts, and soon after our return the 
Enemy put himself in motion for an attack. It was now 
that Lord Anglesey directed me to go with verbal instruc- 
tions to^ General Officers commanding Cavalry Brio-ades 
authorising them to act diseretionally under certain limita- 
tions it were needless to mention here. When I o-ot back 
I found him m the thick of the fight giving orders with 
his accustomed clearness, and ever after, as it seemed to 
me, seeking to place himself con amore in the torrent of 
attack wherever he felt that his encouraging example was 
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most needed. Tims at one time perceiving that a gallant 
Regiment of Infantry (which shall be nameless), pressed 
by the onset of superior numbers, was wavering, lie 
galloped to the rally— reminded this regiment of its dis- 
tinguished name, and that of its no less gallant Coloneb 
told them who he ^vas, and led them to the charge. They 
followed him to a man, drove back the Enemy, and main- 
tained their post. • 

It was about this time (before or after, I forget wliieh) 
that I was sent with orders to the Bines to advance. Sir 
Robert Hill most kindly and eonrteonsly invited me to 
join them in the charge. In this charge I think it was Colonel 
that Major Pack was killed. My horse was shot, and I Thornhill 
was so stunned by the fall that I have even now an indis- charge of the 
tinet recollection of the circumstances immediately pre- 
ceding it. All that I remember was we went our best 
pace in the charge, and Hill told me a day or two after 
the fight that the most amusing part of that scene was 
the uncommon ugly face I made at a bold Cuirassier on 
close quarters with Now this was no time to make 

pretty faces, but it strikes me that it might have been the 
charge Captain Siborne alludes to, when a Division of 
Cuirassiers was cut off on one side of La Haye Sainte/^ 
or rather driven back; but Sir Robert Hill could answer 
that question. 

I have never visited the field since the Battle. If I 
ever possessed the clearness so extolled by my kind and 
partial friend, Sir Hussey, I lost it very early in the day, 
and in the after part of it I got into 
on the crest of the hill, being close to the Duke of 
Wellington and Lord Anglesey, when I was knocked off He is 
the perch by a cannon-shot which carried off a portion of close to 
my neck, paralysed my right ear and right nostril, and you 
will say the right side of my memory also. sey. 

Truly yours, 

W. Thoenhill. 


c 
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Sir Horace Seymour. 
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Waterloo. 


Conduct of 
the Butch 
Cavalry, 


and of the 
Cumberland 
Haiioverian 
Hussars. 


. COLONEL SIR HORACE ' SEYMOUR, KC.H. 

Captain 60 th Eipues, and A.B.C. to Lord Uxbridge. 

StoTie Chichester^ Novemher 

I shall be glad to give you all the information my 
memory retains of the circumstances to which your note 
refers. 

In reply to the first question^ as to the conduct of the 
Dutch Brigade of Heavy Cavalry^ the impression still on 
my mind is that they did show a lamentable want of 
spirit, and that Lord Anglesey tried all in his power to 
lead them on, and while he was advancing^ I believe I 
called his attention to the fact of his iK)t being followed. 
The Household Brigade at this time were very much 
reduced. 

To your second query, I should prefer referring you to 
the minutes of the General Court-martial, which took 

place on Colonel , of the Cumberland Hussars, near 

Paris, about the month of August, 1815. My evidence 
went to the effect that Lord Anglesey, seeing that Regi- 
ment moving to the rear (about five o^cloek), desired me 
immediately to halt it. On delivering the order to the 
Colonel, he told me that he had no confidence in his men, 
that they were Volunteers, and the horses their own 
property. All this time the Regiment continued moving 
to the rear, in spite of my repeating the order to halt, and 
asking the Second in command to save the eharaeter of the 
Regiment by taking the command and fronting them. I 
was unsuccessful, and in the exigence of the moment I 
laid hold of the bridle of the Colon ePs horse, and 
remarked what I thought of his conduct; but all to no 
purpose. 

I then retmmed to Lord Anglesey, and reported what 
had passed. I was again ordered to deliver the message to 
the Commanding Officer of the Regiment, that if they 
would not resume their position in the Line, that he waste 
form them across the high road of fire. They did not 
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even obey this order^ bntwent, as was reported^ altog-etber 
to the. rear., 

I have endeavoured to simplify this statement as much 
as possible, and should you wish for any further explana- 
tion, I shall be happy to give it. 

I add two or three anecdotes connected with the three 
days which fell under nay own observation which may 
assist the work on which you ai'e engaged, and which, it 
appears to me, no one has ever undertaken the subject with 
such prospect of success. 


On the 16th, as A.D.G. to Lord Anglesey, with his 
Lordship I joined, and found the troops engaged. Very 
shortly afterwards we found the Dube of Wellington, with 
the Headquarter Staff, in front of the Farm House of 
Ouatre Bras. The French were in force formed on the 
road, the service of their Artillery beautiful, supported 
by Cuirassiers, who frequently charged up the road, dis- 
comforting the Duke and the Staff on each occasion, until 
Lord Fitzroy Somerset lined a ditch parallel with the road 
with some Infantry, unseen to the Enemy, who the next 
time they moved forward were received with such a volley 
that scarcely a man of the Squadron escaped, after which 
there was no forward movement on their part on that part 
of the position. 


Quatre Bras. 


The charges of 
the Cuiras- 
siers diseom- 
posiiig the 
Duke and his 
Staff. 

The Cuiras- 
siers repelled 
by the fire of 
the 92 nd 
Highlanders. 


At the moment Sir Thomas Picton received the shot in Waterloo, 
his forehead which killed him, he was calling to me to rally 
the Highlanders, who were for the instant overpowered by 
the masses of French Infantry, who were moving up to 
their right of the high road. 


Late in the day of the 18th, I was called to by some 
OfSeers of the 3rd Guards defending Hougoumont, to use 
my best endeavours to send them musket ammunition. 

Soon afterwards I fell in with a private of the Waggon 
Train in charge of a tumbril on the crest of the position. 

I merely pointed out to him where he was wanted, when Train. 
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lie gallantly started his horses^ and drove straight down 
the hill to the Farm, to the gate of which I saw him 
arrive. He must have lost his horses, as there vvas a 
severe fire kept on him. I feel eoiivineed to that man’s 
service the Guards owe their ammunition. 

Advance of Still later in the day, when delivering the order for Sir 

the Prussians, to move towards the centre, wo 

saw the advance of the Prussians. Sir H. Vivian sent me 
with an Officer and a patrol to assure myself that it was 
Eeportstothe the Prussians who were advancing on our left, which, on 
vanceofthe' Proving, I made the best of my way to Lord Anglesey, 
Prussians. whom I found with the Duke of Wellington, to whom I 
reported what I had seen. Sir Alexander Gordon ques- 
tioned me as to my certainty of it being the Prussians 
with whom I had communicated, I assuring him that it 
was so. 

The Duke I was desired by the Duke of Wellington to tell 

tell^GenSal^ General Bulow that the Duke wished him immediately to 
Bulow thathe Prussiau Infantry to fill up the loss that had 

■wifinpn rum hn . . , 

taken place in his Lines. On starting to deliver this 
message my horse was killed, and I believe Colonel Free- 
man tie delivered it to the Prussian General. 

In a work such as yours promises to be, triHing anec- 
dotes may assist, and with that feeling I transmit them 
to you. 

Yours, &c., 

Hobaoe B. Seymour. 

ONE MORE ANECDOTE . 

I was desired by my General to recommend to Lord 
Edward Somerset to withdraw bis Brigade (who were ex- 
tended in single file to make a show) from the heavy fire 
that was kept on them by the Enemy^s Artillery. Lord 
Ed ward^s remark was that should he move, the Dutch 
Cavalry, who were in support, would move off immediately. 
The Household Brigade retained their position until the 
end of the Action. 


send some 
Prussian In- 
fantry up to 
supply liis 
losses. 

On starting, 
his horse is 
killed, and 
Colonel Pree- 
naantle takes 
the message. 

See No. 11, 

p, 21. , 


Somerset re- 
commended 
by Lord 
Anglesey to 
withdraw his 
Brigade from 
under heavy 
fire. His 
reasons for 
continuing 
there. 
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General Febemantle. 


Stohe OMeliesier, Novemher SOth, 1842. 10 . 

I still feel positive as to the details I gave yoa of Sir Waterloo. 


Thomas Pieton’s death, and the immediate scene of it was, 
as you say, on the crest of the position, near the hedge, 
and immediately over an excavation of either gravel or 
stone. It may have been when our skirmishers were 
driven in, in which case it was they whom he called upon 
me to rally. A little circumstance strengthens me in the 
idea that it was Kempt’s Brigade we were in front of. 
'W hen Sir Thomas fell, my horse also came down, and in 
extricating myself I found I vras close to the General, 
from whose trousers’ pocket a Grenadier of the 28th was 
endeavouring to take his spectacles and purse, which I 
gave to his A.D.C., I lelieve, Colonel Tucker (the stoutest 
of the A.D.C.’s.). 

Sir Thomas fell from his horse the moment he was 
struck, and I called the A.D.C.’s attention to the fact. 
I give all this detail to show how positive I feel. Others 
may be equally so of their recollections. 


Beatli of 
Picton. 


Yours, &c., 

Horace B. Seymour. 


MAJOR-GENERAL J. EREEMANTLE, C.B. 

Lieut. -Colonel 2kd Foot Guards, and A.D.C. to the Duke or 
Wellington. 

1842 . 

I am veiy g’lad to state to you the occurrence wliich 

took place with the Prussian Army on the I8th June. 

Many Officers were sent in the morning in search of the 
Army. Towards six o clock Sir Horace Seymour came 
and reported to the Duke of Wellington that he had seen 
the Prussian Column. 

The Duke called upon me to go to the head of their 
Column, and ask for the 3,000 men to supply our losses. 


JSTo. 11. 

Waterloo. 

Arrival of the 
Prussians, 

See 'Ro. 9, . . 
p. 20. . 
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ask for 3,000 
men. 

They said 
they would 
make no 
detachments, 
hut that the 
whole Army 
was coming 
up. 

Found a 
Prussian 
Battery firing 
between our 
lines. 

Thelast attack 
in progress. 
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Meeting* of 
Wellington 
and Blucher. 


Bliielier had not arrived, but GeiTerals Zietlien and 
Billow were at the head of the Column^ who gave me for 
answer^ -that the whole Army was coming up^ and that they 
could not make a detachment. I said I could [? would] 
return to the Dube with such a message. On my way back 
I found a Prussian Battery of eight Guns firing between our 
first and second lines, and desired the Officer to cease firing. 
I returned to the knoll so well described in your Model, and 
begged the Generals to send orders for the Battery to 
cease fire. 

The last attack was now in full force, and when the 
dense smoke cleared off, we saw that the French were in 
full retreat. 

Blueher, who had arrived, met in the vilinge of Belle 
Alliance the Duke of Wellington, when it was agreed that 
he should follow them during the night ; he did so. 

Believe me, &c., 

John Frekmantib. 


ISTo. 12. 


LIEIJT.-GENEBAL SIB WILLIAM GGMM, K.C.B. 

Lieut.-Colonel 2nd Foot Guakds, and Assistant Quarteh-Masteii 
General to the 5th Division. 

6, Upper Grosvenor Street, 7 th Becemher, 1836. 

I now send you a copy of my journal, according to 
your wish, as far as it regards Quatre Bras, more for the 
purpose of satisfying you that all which was to be gleaned 
from it I had already put you in possession of, than with 
the hopes of adding one item of importance to your 
aheady acquired stock of information. 

This journal, you will see, bears evident marks of 
having been scratched down at the moment j meaere 
herefore,^and not returned to for the purpose of eorrectinc^ 

or enlarging upon, after more ample information had been 
acquired. 

It IS, therefore, not to be looked upon as authority with 
respeet to minute details affecting individual Gorps, where 
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you have the report direct from individuals in command of/ 
or serving iiij those Corps at the time. I put down what 
1 thought 1 mu', as well as what I was m-re I took a part in . 


'Silt W. 'Gomm. 


Believe^ &c., 

William Gomm. 

Copy of the Journal of the operations of the Army 
under the Duke of Wellington from the 15th of June. 


During the night of the 15th^ the four Divisions of 
the Army covering the frontier from Mens to Ypres^ and 
beyond these fortresses^ receive orders to concentrate about 
their respective head-c/uarters at Oudenarde^ Grammont^ 
Enghieiij Hal^ and the Cavalry at Ninove ; but the whole 
wait further orders for moving. Information of the 
French Army having forced the passage of the Sambre at 
Charleroi; on the 14th; reached the British Head Quarters 
at Brussels only on the evening of the 15th. 

The garrison of Brussels; consisting of two British 
Brigades of the 5th Division — the 81st Regiment — Brigade 
of Hanoverian Militia of the 6th Division- — Duke of 
Bruns wiek^s Corps — Nassau troopS' — assemble during the 
night; and march at five o^clock next morning on the 
Charleroi road; halting for two hours in the Bois de 
Soignies; at Waterloo. 

At one o^cloek p.m. move on through Genappe to 
Quatre BraS; a post at which the roads from Brussels to 
Namur and Charleroi divide. The road from Namur to 
Nivelles also strikes off from the Brussels road at this 
point; which the Enemy had gained possession of the pre- 
ceding day, but which had been re-occupied by the troops 
of Orange-Nassau in the course of the morning; and by a 
Belgic Brigade under the Prince of Saxe-Weimar. 

The Enemy is in force about the village of Frasne; 
a quarter of a league in advance on the Charleroi road. 
In the meantime the 1st and 2nd Corps of the Army 
and Cavalry are marching upon Quatre BraS; it being 


Conceafcration. 
of Troops. 


Passage of the 
Sambre by the 
French on the 
14th, only 
known to the 
Bake on even- 
ing of 15th. 


16th. 


March on 
Quatre Bras. 


See Plans of 
Quatre, Bras. 


It is ascer- 
tained that 
the Enemy is 
making his 
principal at- 
tack along the 
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Infantry 
posted at Hal 
to guard our 
right flank. 

Quatre Bras, 
Ariiral of 
fii'St Troops 
at. 

Disti-ibiition 
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sufficiently ascertained that the Enemy is making bis 
principal attack in this direction^ and not on the side of 
Mons, as was at first apprehended. 

Two Brigades of the 4th Division and one Brigade of 
Hanoverians are posted at Hal to counteract the move- 
ments of a body of Cavalry the Enemy had detached in 
that direction, threatening our right flank. 

The troops from Brussels arrive at Quatre Bras about 
half-past three p.m. The Enemy immediately makes a 
disposition for attack with the 1st and 2nd Corps under 
- — Ney. ami a numerous Cavalry under Kellerman. The 

Hanoverian Brigades drew up in two lines 
iofQuat«‘ ^^ong the chaus&ee leading from Quatre Bras to Xamur. 
Bras. The Brunswick Infantry to the right of Quatre Bras, a 

small portion of Light Troops occupying the bead of 
the Bois de Bossu in their front. This wood was in 
some jiarts intricate, but passable everywhere for Lio-ht 
Infantry. ‘ 

The Enemy cannonades the Light Troops and Belgic 
Cavalry covering our front, and advances a body of 
Infantry to take possession of the Farm House of Gemion- 
court and enclosures, on the great road half-way between 
Les Quatre Bras and the village of Frasne. This post 
was defended by some of the troops of Orange-Nassau 
which were soon driven from it by the Enemy. 

The Duke of Wellington had directed, when the 
Enemy was making his first disjiosition for attack, that 
this house and the enclosures about it should be immedi- 
ately occupied by a British Eegiment, judging it of great 
mportanee to the position that it should be held. The 
Eegiment destined for this service was otherwise disposed 
of, and the 28th Eegiment (marched down too late to 
establish itself there) was withdrawn, and formed ronl 
the right of our position at Quatre Bras. The relinquish- 
ing of this house and enclosures forms a' principal feature 
W the detail of this days operations, since, without 
V of the Bois de Bossu, of 

which the Enemy possessed himself at the same time, and 


Attack by the 
French. 


The French 
gain posses- 
sion of the 
Fam House 
of Gemion- 
court, owing 
to the small 
force of 
British at 
hand. 


The 28th too 
late in getting 
to Oemion- 
court. 


Advantages 
of its posses- 
sion to the 
French. 
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Attack on 
Kempt’s and 
Puck’s 


with equal facility^ his Cavalry would have been held in 
cheek the whole of the day^ and his Infantry have been 
prevented from assuming the offensive so securely as it 
didy but our force was, daring several hours, very inferior 
to that of the Enemy — ill-composed and inadequate to the 
proper occupation of the whole position. 

The Enemy having established himself in the post of 
Gemioncourt, advances his Infantry under favour of the 
copse and enclosures to attack our position upon the 
Namur road, between Les Quatre Bras and a wood on our i)ivi.doa). 
extreme left occupied by the 95th Regiment. His attacks 
are vigorous and repeated— carried on by Columns of 
Infantry, covered by a numerous body of Light Troops, 
but they are sustained with firmness by the two British 
Brigades under Generals Kemj)t and Pack. A heavy 
cannonade is kept up by both parties during those opera- 
tions, which continue for about an hour and a half, when 
the Enemy, who had hitherto made no impression on our 
post, availing himself of his great superiority in Cavalry Frcncli Light 
(his Light Troops having possessed themselves of the Bois de poi^seSioB^of 
Bossu), pushes a strong Column of Cuirassiers and Lancers Bois de 
with rapidity up the great road, disperses the Brunswick and their Cavalry 
Eelgic Cavalry, gets possession of the post of 
Bras, and turns the right of the British position. But 
the Enemy Cavalry at this moment [are] assailed with so 
galling and destructive a fire from the 92ncl and Hanoverian The latter 
Regiments, posted behind a bank on the left of Quatre 
Bras, that they are driven back in great confusion, and 
with considerable loss. It was in the early part of this 
charge made by the Enemy that the Duke of Brunswick 
fell. ■ 

About six o^clock the 1st Corps> composed of the 
and 2nd [drd] Divisions, reinforce the line. The 1st of Maitland’s 
Division occupied in regaining possession of the Bois de 
Bossu; the ord strengthening our left, and relieving in 
their post several of our Battalions which had suffered 
considerably, or exhausted their ammunition. Tins was 
the situation of many Regiments on the arrival of the 


drivtm back 
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ian ilegi- 
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Continued 
attacks of 
French, Cav- 
alry on British 
Infantry. 

The attack on 
the 42nd (and 
44th) Ecgi- 
ments. 

The advance 
of the Royals 
and 28th/ 8ee 
Kempt’s Brig- 
ade. 


See Halkett’s 
Brigade. 


Withdrawal 
of the French, 
and occupa- 
tion by the 
British of the 
advance posts. 


reinforceixient^ and the Enemy was observed preparing* for a. 
fresh attack, which was again I’epulsed, with the assistance 
of the troops newly arrived. 

The Enemy’s Cavalry, repulsed from Quatre Bras by 
the heavy fire of musketry directed against it, reforms his 
Columns, is supported by fresh reserves, and, finding no 
Cavalry on our side capable of holding him in check, 
renews his attack upon the gi'eat I’oad, and threatens the 
Infantry formed in line to the left of it. The Infantry 
immediately forms squares by Battalions. The 42nd 
Begiment being much advanced, suffers greatly from the 
fire of the Enemy’s sharpshooters in the enclosures of 
Gemioncourt, but repulses the charge of the Cuirassiers.* 

The 28th Regiment, and a wing of the Royals, formed 
in square upon the causeway, and inaccessible (except by 
one fiont) to the approach of Cavalry, are ordered by Sir 
Thomas Picton to march down into the plain, and take the 
flank of the Enemy’s Cavalry, which was making an im- 
pression on the great road. This Square advances with 
shouts into the middle of the plain, halts within short 

musket range of the Cavalry, and opens a fire upon it 

charged repeatedly by the Enemy’s Cuirassiers and Lancers, 
who are repulsed in every onset. The Lancers wound the 
men in the ranks, hut are every time driven hack with eon- 
fusion and great loss. 

The 30th Regiment also moves down under the same 
form, flanks the Square above mentioned, and receives with 
equal firmness the charge of the French Cavalry. 

The attacks of Cavalry upon the Infantry are continued 
till dark, as well as the contest in the Bois de Bossu. At 
length the Enemy withdraws from all his points of attack 
and resumes his position in front of Prasne. The Bois de 
Bossu and the post of Gemioncourt are strongly occupied 


_ ^<ote (m Joumal)._Th6 42u(l Regiment was charged by the Cuiras 
siers whdo m the act of forming. in square ; but such was the firmness^ 
roops tlmt even m an irregular mass they repulsed the charge an^ 
fished ' “Pon them, order was re-estab- 
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by British troops. The caBiionade continues till after 
dark. 

A heavy cannonade heard on onr left the whole after- 
noon. The Prussians warmly engaged till long after dark. 

The British Cavalry arrives upon the ground at night- 
fall^ having made a long and very rapid march. The two 
British Brigades of the 5th Division lose on this day 120 
Officers and 1,400 men. The brunt of the Action fell upon 
'them. 

The Enemy attacked with the 1st and 2nd Corps under 
Ney and D^Erlony and the Cavalry under Kellerman. 
Bonaparte directed the attack upon the Prussians, who 
held their ground with obstinacy, but are at length 
obliged to retire upon Wavre. 

The whole of the British force engaged for nearly two 
hours did not exceed 4,000 men. 

The two Armies remain in presence till two o^eloek 
p.m., but the British commences retiring its stores, &c. 
&c., upon the Brussels road earlier. By two the whole 
Army is in movement, covered by the Cavahy; the 
Enemy shows no disposition to advance till the whole 
have moved off. In the course of the retreat the Enemy 
makes several charges upon our Cavalry with various 
success. Our Cavalry is pressed by that of the Enemy 
towards the close of the day. 

The Army takes up a position across the great road 
[? roads] leading from Charleroi and Nivelles to Brussels. 
No baggage, stores, or wounded fall into the Enemy’s 
hands during this retreat. A violent storm comes on 
while the Army is taking up its position, and heavy rain 
continues the whole of the night and following morning 
till near midday. 


Srii W. 'Gomm. 


Arrival of 
British, Cav- 
alry at 
tail. 


The Battle of 
Ligny. 


17th. 


Betreat npon 
the position of 
Waterloo. 


FROM THE SAME. ^ ■ 

Grosvenor Street y htli January NTo. 13. 
With regard to the 28th, I may not have been correct Quatre Bkis, 
in my statement to you. I believe I have already told you The 28th 
that I was leading the 28lh down the road to occupy 
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The right of 
the 92nd 
upon the 
Charleroi 
Eoad, 


Waterloo.. 


Gemioncourt^ but it was ascertained that tbe Freiicb bad 
already driven out the Nassau or Dutch troops from itj 
and were in full possession. I was then ordered to with- 
draw the 28th^ and on returning to Quatre Bras they 
certainly must have turned to the rights and rejoined 
their own Brigade. I had taken them at the moment of 
their reaching the point of Quatre Bras^ having myself 
just returned from riding through the Bois de Bossii by 
direction of Sir Thomas Pieton. 

The 95th ought to have been moved down in the first 
imtance to Gemioiieourt, They were^ however^ sent to 
occupy the strip of wood on the left of the Namur road^ 
opposite Piermont. 

The position of the 28th upon your plan eorrespoiids^ 
alsO;, with the statement in my journal respecting the 
Squares formed by the wing of the Royals and 2Sth. 

The 92nd were certainly uj)on the road^ and so the 
French Cuirassiers found to their cost when they charged 
up it, even beyond Quatre Bras. When I say the 
road^ I mean with their flank resting upon it— -or nearly so. 

You are aware that late in the day we were reinforced 
by the 3rd Division, and our Regiments replaced in the 
advanced positions in great measure by it, Halkett^s 
Brigade I think chiefly, to which I believe the 30th 
belonged. 

Latterly, we were principally upon the chamsee lead- 
ing to Namur, the Hanoverian Brigade of Landwehr, I 
think, always behind it, and in column ; but of tliis I have 
no certain recollection. 

I cannot give you any detailed information respecting 
the disposal of the 3rd Division, otherwise than that it 
took up ground to our left, and partly to our front, on 
its arrival about six o^elock. 

And now respecting Waterloo. 

, You are aware that at Quatre Bras our 8th Brigade 
was posted on the left (arriving first on the ground), and 
the 9th Brigade on the right. At Waterloo this was 
reversed, the 8th had apptd upon the road to the 
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Posting of 
the oth 
Division 
(Pieton’s). 
See Plan, 
p. 38. 
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rights and tlie 9th upon the wooded knoll to the left^ or 
thereabouts. 

I think the order of the Regiments is correctly noted 
in your enclosed sketchy No. 1 ; there was no reason why 
they should not stand as in parade order. 

The 95th then (as Light Troops) would he on the 
right of the 8th Brigade (and so they were, in advance 
of it), and the 28th on its left. This agrees with my 
report of the Eneray^s right and centre ColumnSj* except- 
ing as regards the position of the 44th. 

From the very circumstantial account you have re- 
ceived from an Officer of this Battalion, as well as for 
the reason I have assigned above, it is clear that the 
44th must have been on the extreme left, notwitli stand- 
ing that I have noted it otherwise in my journal. My 
placing it so, hastily, in ray journal was most probably 
an infereiice of the moment. To ray eye, the 92nd with 
its left flank brought up, formed our extreme left when 
dealing with the Enemy^s right Column of attack ; the 
44th must have been beyond, but not so prominently 
engaged at the moment. 

I see the 92nd now, lining a gentle ascent, opposed to 
the Eiiemy^’s right flank ; but I recollect nothing to its left. 

Have you it clearly stih stan Hated ilxdA the Enemy sent 
three Columns of attack against our front to the left of 
the Great Road? My deckled impression is that they did. 

The extract you give me from the report of the Officer of 
the 79th would seem to favour the opinion of there having 
been only two. 

And now with respect to Ponsonby’s Cavalry. lean 
no more pretend to stand against the body of Cavalry 
evidence you bring forward to prove the incorrectness of fyom'ponsdn- 
one of my statements, than the French did against their Vs Brigade^ 
charge. ^Undoubtedly it ?jmst have been with the leading 
Officer on the right of the Greys that I had the short 
colloquy I have already reported to you.* 

* These statements refer to a previous letter whicii, unfortunately, I 
cannot trace. — Ed. 


Ponsoiiby’s ' 
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Netherland 
iBfantry ia 
.'front 'of',' 
Ficton’s 
Bmsion. 


Their exposed 
position. 


I have always thought it was the right of the Brigade^ 
and by inference of the RoyaU; and I have no recollection 
of eiiJief Regiment passing to the front over the ground I 
had traversed; yet I am convinced this mmt 

have been the from the statements you forward to me. 
My attention was so riveted upon the French Column , 
and its efforts for rendering itself more effective; that it 
is not surprising I should have been inattentive at the 
moment to what was jmssing behind ; and the same with 
respect to the Cavalry at hand. I have since regretted 
that I did not endeavour to find out who the Officer was 
with whom I conversed — the opportunity did not offer 
readily — and so the matter went to rest. PerhapS; poor 
fellow ! he never left the field. 

Pray; therefore; do not let what I have said with such 
apparent confidence about the Royals weigh with you for 
a moment. 

NoW; with respect to your detached queries. 

The Horse Artillery driven in by the advance of the 
French left Column was certainly British. I cannot help 
blinking they had two Guns posted upon the knoll held by 
the 95th — at least two GunS; so I have noted it in my 
journal — and from this point they answered the French 
cannonade while taking up our ground on the evening of 
the 17th. I recollect; toO; considerable bustle in getting 
the Guns away while the Column was approaching; against 
which they had done heavy execution. In all this I can 
hardly be mistaken. Sir Andrew Barnard, perhapS; could 
satisfy you on this point. I am sui'prised that your 
Artillery reports make no mention of it. 

The Brigade of Netherlanders were certainly in line 
before the French Columns advanced; and considerably 
down the slope; so that Rogers' Guns fired over them; first 
in reply to the French cannonade; and afterwards' at the 
advancing Columns as they broke from the wnod [?]; and 
till they reached the bottoni; and began to ascend our own 
hill. 


These IN etherlanders were undoubtedly much exposed- 
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eiglity pieces of cannon opening upon them at horse-pistol 
range;, or little more. 

I did not place them there, nor have I really any dis- 
tinct recollection of the order in which they stood. 


Siiv'W. Gc 


Yours, &c., 

Wm. Gomh. 

FROM THE SAME. . 

6, Upper Grosvenor Street, 9ih April, 1838. No. 14. 


With respect to the position of the 30th Regiment, Quatre Bras. 

and of the third Division generally, on this occasion, I 

. 1 1 T A 1 T m 1 / • Regiment, 

am not surprised that you should nnd some dimcaity in 

determining matters. The main object the 3rd Division 

had in view, on their arrival upon the ground of Quatre 

Bras, was to reinforce our left (of the 5th Division), 

but they also relieved (upon their own ground) several 

of our Regiments, whose ammunition was totallj/ 

Iicmsted at the moment of this arrival, which Regiments 

in their turn fell back towards the Causeway (the Namur 

one). 

With respect to what I say about the 30th Regiment, »S'6^£?pp. 26&28. 
such was my impression at the time ; but I would not 
pertinaciously defend my statement against odds ; nor 
would I wish you to abide by it, if you find it conflict- 
ing with others that hang well together in opposition 
to if, for this did not pass immediately under my own 
eye. 

Very truly yours, 

Wm. Gomm. 


■■■32,; 

Lt.-Col. Cathcart, 
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manded. 


Waterloo. 


See Plan, p. 88, 
The hollow 
road leads into 
the main road 
on the same 
side as is La 
Hajm Sain to, 
and about 270 
yards in rear 
of it. — E d. 


LIEIIX.-COLONEL THE HON. GEORGE CATHCART, 
8th regiment. 

Lieutenant 6th Dragoon Guards, and Extra A.D.O. to the Duke 
OP Wellington. 

Spanish Town, Jamaica, ISth April, 1835. 

With, regard to any light I can throw on the subject 
I fear this letter will be of little use^ for as I was a very 
young soldier at the time, and excepting one yearns service 
in a Cavalry Eegiment, my knowledge and observation of 
details of regimental formation was very imperfect, and 
never having till those eventful days seen a British Army 
assembled in the field, I took little note of the names or 
numbers of particular Infantry Eegiments or Brigades. 
I had, however, had the good fortune to have been an 
eye-witness of eight General Actions, in which Napoleon 
had commanded, and therefore my attention was directed 
to the movements en grand and of these you are no doubt 
fully aware and have ample testimony. I will, however, 
name two or three points relating to the ground about 
which my recollection, refreshed by your accurate plan, is 
pretty clear. 

With regard to the retiring of the two Brigades you 
mention, I have no recollection of it. I remember on one 
occasion, earlier in the day, the Duke caused two or three 
Battalions about that part of the line to move a hundred 
yards or so further back, in order to be behind the crest of 
the hill till wanted, and in order to be less exposed, and 
there they remained in column, but sitting down and some 
even asleep as if nothing was going on, though sometimes 
a shot or shell found its way in amongst them. 

With regard to the hollow road near our right centre, 
that is the part nearest to the tree, I have a distinct re- 
collection of it.^^ ^ ^ 

For about 100 yards, more or less, it was very hollow. 
At the end going down into the high road it might have 
been 10 or even 15 feet deep. I have reason to know it, 
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for there was hut one way of going down into it from the The so-called 


field, at the hack of La Haye Sainte^ which was very 
slippery^ would admit not more than two horses at a time; 
and might have heen at an angle of 45. 

When the Duke had been looking on at the attack of 
La Haye Sainte at that moment of intense interest; when 


' WelliagtoD 
tree ’’was in 
the angle 
foi’med by the 
main road and 
hollow wa}’' 
and in front of 
the latter. -E d. 


the Duke at 
this. 


the ammunition began to fail the defenders, and no means At La Haye 
of getting either reinforcements or ammunition to them for ^\o^failSg." 
want of any postern was discovered, the Duke, who 
was much vexed, had remained till the Enemy'^s tirailleurs Vexation of 
had actually shown themselves round the side of the 
house, and then had to retire by that gap into the hollow 
road and up again on the other side. Finding that it 
would he some time before it would come to my turn to 
get through this gap, I turned my horse round, and was 
looking at the affair, when he was shot in the breast Lieutenant 
and fell with me unable to rise again; I consequently ^or^^sLot 
left him to die, and followed the horsemen through the while looking 
gap on foot. This hollow road must have been an obstacle at La Haye 
'of considerable extent, or some of us would have crossed 
it in another place, but at about three or four hundred 
yards, and perhaps less distance from the main road, it 
was little or no obstacle, and was frequently passed by 
Cavalry. The circumstance of my horse being killed by 
a shot at about 200 yards distance from the corner of the 
house, which took effect in his breast, also makes me 
positive there was no high sharp ridge there like a parapet 
pai’allel to the road in the line of that shot, though there 
may have been further to the right; but certainly none to 
impede the advance of Cavalry. What is odd, I forget 
the far-famed tree altogether; it would be only a small 
one. 


I do not remember the orchard or garden at the hack of 
the Haye Sainte, but as it had been a bivouac the night 
before it may very likely have been so trodden down and 
covered with wet straw, &c., as to have lost all trace. The 
abafds h.n>(l been laid open long before the period of the 
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Battle you have seized for the purpose of allowing Cavalry 
to pass, but the trees still lay about the road. If I reeolleet 
right it was not much of a one at anytime/ 


Yours, &c. 


G. W/Cathcabt. 


FROM THE SAME. 

% Lewes Crescent^ Brighton, 24i/i December, 1835. 

I regret I cannot attempt to give any information on 
the points you mention in your letter of the 31st Novem- 
ber, as not sufficiently established to your satisfaction by 
the testimonies already in your possession, which might 
pretend to suffieient accuracy to be of any use. 

I certainly saw the black looking Columns assembled 
and advancing to the attack, and should say that their 
appearance was more considerable as they loomed through 
smoke and fog than that represented in the sketch you sent 
me. I was dismounted by a cannon shot from some of 
the Batteries, which were, I suppose, meant to cover this 
attack, and therefore had not a good opportunity of 
minutely observing their formation or numbers. 

It is, of course, the interest of the defeated party to 
make their numbers appear to have been as small and in- 
adequate as possible. I should think you could not be 
wrong in adopting Colonel Batty ^s numbers; he makes 
two Columns, together consisting of 13 Battalions. Gour- 
gaud, who whether by dictation of Napoleon or not, is 
certain to have written the approved version of Longwood 
on a subject very often discussed, also admits that there 
were two Columns, together amounting to 13 Battalions, 
and the story of eight being called off and kept in reserve 
and only four engaged is hean a dire^^ and excusable 
enough for a beaten party — and strictly speaking in such 
considerable Columns, not more than four Battalions can 
Wellcome in contact, although when such a flank move- 
ment as that of General Adame’s Brigade is able to take 
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effect/ tlie whole concern^ reserve and all, must be involved 
in one general rout and confusion, which was the result on 
the occasion in point. 

I think you should allow for a little opening out of 
files as well as ranks in a large advancing column, for of 
course, even with better drilled people than Napoleon^s 
troops ever had time to be, that is unavoidable, and E3 
inches per man I should think in such wet and slippery 
ground for troops in motion not at all too much, hut the 
troops formed four deep to receive them have no business 
with moi^e than ^1 inches. I long to see your work com- 
pleted. 

Believe, &e., 

George Cathcart. 

LORD WILLIAM PITT LERKOX. 

Cornet Eoyal Horse Guards, Extra A.D.C. to Major-General 
Maitland. 

1, Berheley Square, London, February 22nd, 1843. ]^q j y 

Memo. . ■ . , 

Shortly before the battle of Waterloo, I (having 
arrived at Brussels from Vienna with the Duke of 
Wellington, was appointed Extra A.D.C. to General 
Maitland) met with a violent accident by a fall from my 
horse in the Park of Enghien, where the Guards were 
quartered. My right arm was severely fractured, the sight 
of my right eye completely destroyed, and my life ^ 
despaired of. While on the sick list at Brussels, the battle 
of the 16th took place, and the death of poor Hay of the 
Guards, my brother A.D.C., made me anxious to join my 
Chief. ."J 

Early on the morning of the 18th, my father, the late TReBuke of 
Duke of Richmond, left Brussels on horseback, aeeom- 
panied by myself, with, as you mention, my arm in a 
sling.^^ Upon reaching the village of Waterloo, we saw 
Lord Anglesey, who was just mounting his horse. We 
B % : 
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shall have sharp work to-day/’ said his Lordship, greeting 

ns, or words to that effect. At that moment we heard 

some firing, and lost no time in galloping on to the plain. 

Our first visit was to Maitland, who would not permit me 
to remain with him. A boy of fifteen, with a maimed 
arm and weak frame of body, would not have proved a 

very available A.D.C. ^ 

We then rode up to the hero of the day^ and remained 

some time with him. During this period the niusket^^^^ 

was so sharp that one of the Duke^s Staff urged him to 
retire a little. My father and myself then proceeded to 
the left of our line, accompanied part of the way by the 
late Sir J. Elley. We reached Picton^s Division, and after 
some little time, while my father was talking to that or 
some other distinguished Officer, the right of the French 
Line advanced. We were then urged to retire, but my 
father remained, and, turning to me, said, '' I’m glad to 
see you stand fire so well."’ This was more than my 
horse did, for I expected every moment to be run away 
with, probably into the French fire. 

After a certain period, there were several charges of 
Heavy Dragoons, and I have no doubt whatever but that 
my father was the person alluded to by you as addressing 
the Inniskilling Dragoons, for no one else in plain clothes 
was near the spot. The whole of the morning he talked 
to his friends, and made his remarks as if he was on 
service, not an amateur. I perfectly remember a very 
heavy Officer of some Heavy Dragoon Regiment being dis- 
, mounted, and being carried to the rear, which must have 
been after Ponsonby"s charge. 

"We then again proceeded to the right, but at this time 
the firing was so heavy, and the ground so strewed with 
the slain, that we retired, and returned leisurely to 
Brussels. Two days after the battle, my father and 
myself rode over the field. 

I have now given you the details in, I fear, an 
egotistical manner j but they are correct. I can readily 
believe my father was the individual alluded to, not only 
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from the interest he took in the Battle, hut from the cir- 
cumstance of no other person in plain clothes being with 
or near us. . 

William Pitt Lennox. 


Somerset’s Cavalry Brigade. 

The 1st (Heavy) Cavalry, or Household Bri- 
gade, was composed of the 1st and 2nd Life 
Gruards, the Boyal Horse Guards Blue, and the 1st 
or King’s Dragoon Guards, and was commanded 
by Major-General Lord Edward Somerset, K.C.B. 

The Brigade formed part of the centre Column 
of the Cavalry which covered the retreat of the 
Army from Quatre Bras on the 17th June. After 
passing through Genappe it was drawn up about 
600 or 700 yards to the rear of the town, with its 
right on the main road. 

Lord Uxbridge, having withdrawn the 7th 
Hussars from the contest with the French Lancers, 
ordered the 1st Life Guards to advance, and charge 
the latter. This they performed so effectually as 
to drive back the Lancers right through the town 
of Genappe. 

At Waterloo, the Brigade was posted with its see General 
left near to the Brussels-Charleroi about ^ 

250 yards in front of the farm of Mont-St.-Jean. 

The French first attack on the Allied left centre 
was simultaneous with the advance of a large body 
of Cuirassiers, which ascended the British position 
to the right of La Haye Sainte. The Household 
Brigade moved forward to the charge, and over- 
threw the Cuirassiers, driving them down the slope, 
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across, and along the chaus^ee towards La Belle 
Alliance, where the 1st Life Guards suffered 
severely from the fire of the French Infantry lining 
the high hanks of a cutting through which the 
road passed. 

The 2nd Life Guards, on the left of the 
Brigade, drove a portion of the Cuirassiers across 
the chaussee to the rear of La Haye Sainte, and 
down the slope in front of the right of Kempt’s 
Infantry Brigade. Here they were joined by the 
King’s Dragoon Guards, who had crossed the road 
in front of the farm, and the two Eegiments be- 
coming mingled with Ponsonby’s Cavalry, lost all 
regularity in the eagerness of the pursuit. 

The Blues had been originally in support, but 
had joined the front line dming the charge. They 
were, however, kept well in hand, and being com- 
paratively in good order, facilitated the drawing off 
of the remainder of the Brigade from further 
pursuit. 

Later in the day, during one of the attacks 
on the Infantry Squares by the Fi'ench Cavalry, a 
large body of the latter passed between the Squares 
to assail the Allied Cavalry in second line. It was 
charged by the Brigade, though with greatly 
diminished numbers, and by other Corps, and, 
after a sanguinary conflict, driven back through 
the Squares, and down the slope of the position. 

The Brigade was next employed b}'- Lord Ux- 
bridge in repelling a strong Column of French 
Infantry, which was advancing against the centre 
of the Allied right wing. The Column was at- 
tacked, and its advance stopped, but the Brigade, 
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in its reduced state, was unable to penetrate it, and 
suffered mucli from its fire. 

Towards eveniug tbe remains of Somerset’s and 
Ponsonby’s Brigades were united, and drawn up in 
single file to make a skow of force; but altbougb 
they suffered much from the French cannonade in 
this position, they were unable to quit it, as it was 
feared that a backward movement for the purpose 
of obtaining cover would be followed by the Dutch- 
Belgian Cavalry, who were in support, retiring from 
the field altogether. 

At the close of the Battle, the two Brigades 
were so reduced in numbers as to form only one 
Squadron, but they nevertheless joined in the 
Greneral Advance. 

All the letters refer to Waterloo. 

LIEUT.-GENERAL LORD EDWARD SOMERSET, 

G.O.B. 

Majoe-Genebal, K.C.B., and Commanding Household Brigade. 

Offi>ee of Ordnance, Fall Mall, April Mli, 1835. 

I now beg to send you the enclosed Report in reply 
to your several Queries, accompanied by as correct a 
statement o£ the general operations of the 1st Brigade 
of Cavalry throughout the day^ as my recollection will 
enable me to give at this distance of time. I hope it 
will reach you in sufficient time to prevent any incon- 
venience, and that it will assist you in completing your 
Model of the Battle. 

I remain, &c., 

R. Ed. H. SoMEiisET, 

Lieut-Genl. 
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JjOBT) B. SOMEESET. 

Waterloo. Movements of the 1st (Household) Brigade of Cavalry 

at the Battle of Waterloo. 

Query 1. — ^What was the particular formation of the 
1st Cavalry' Brigade at the moment (ahout 7 p.m.) when 
the French Imperial Guards, advancing to attack the 
right of the British forces, reached the crest of the 
position? 

Formation of Answer.— The 1st Cavalry Brigade and the remains 

wlien^he^Im- the 2nd Brigade (which had been ordered to Join the 
perial Guard former about three or four in the afternoon, after the 
atS^the^^ death of Sir William Ponsonby, and at that time com- 
BritishrigM. nianded by Colonel, now Major- Genei*al, Sir A. Clifton) 
were so much reduced from the severe losses they had 
sustained in men and horses, and from various casualties, 
that at the period mentioned they formed, fogeiher^ onlg 
one squadron of about 50 File. Their formation was in 
line about 300 yards under the crest of the hill, and nearly 
the same distance from the right of the high road leading 
from Mont-St.-Jean to La Haye Sainte, 

After the repulse of the Enemy\s attack, they advanced 
to the front, and continued in pursuit until dark. Previous 
No. 49, p, to the above, a small detachment of the 23rd Light 
Dragoons, under Major Lautour, had Joined the 1st Brigade, 
and moved with it in the advance. 

Query 2. — ^What was the formation of that part of 
the Enemy ^s forces immediately in front of the 1st Cavalry 
Brigade? 

Formation of Answer. — The advance of the Enemy upon this part of 

foonlXtFe^^ position was in heavy Columns of Infantry, with 
Brigade. Crowds of Tirailleurs in their front, and supported by 
Columns of Cavalry, covered by a tremendous fire of 
Artillery, . . . 

In addition to the above information, and in compliance 
with the request of Lieutenant Siborne, the following 
remarks respecting the positions and movements of the 
1st Cavalry Brigade are submitted. 

Post of the At the commencement of the Battle, the position 
Brigade at the Brigade was on the right of the high road, 


airy at the 
time of D’Er- 
lon’s first 
attack. 

j$^^Plan,p. 38 . 
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and in support o£ tlie Infantry posted on the height near commence- 
La Haye Sainte, and extending further to the right. 

About 1 p.m., simultaneously with the attack on the Charge of the 
left of the high road, information having been received agafafuhe 
that a large body of the Enemy’s Cavalry (Cuirassiers and 
Carabineers) was moving towards the crest of the position 
near La Haye Sainte, the 1st Cavalry Brigade was im- 
mediately put in motion (the British Infantry forming 
squares or columns in order that it might pass through 
the intervals), and advanced in line (the Blues supporting) 
to the attack of the Enemy’s Cavalry, which was met on 
the ridge of the hill, and was completely defeated and 
driven back with considerable loss. In the fii*st instance, the 
1st Life Guards had a severe conflict with the Enemy near 
La Haye Sainte, where they did great execution, and 
succeeded in forcing them back to the opposite height, 
pursuing them to the foot of the French position. 

The other Regiments of the Brigade were equally 
successful, and followed that part of the Enemy to which 
they were opposed to a still greater distance, especially the 
2nd Life Guards and 1st Dragoon Guards, who, ascending 
the position occupied by the Enemy’s Infantry on the left 
of the high road, encountered a heavy fire, and sustained 
a very severe loss in their retreat. Colonel Fuller, com- 
manding the 1st Dragoon Guards, and several OSicers and 
men of that Regiment fell in this attack. 

The 2nd Life Guards likewise suffered severely. 

By this attack, that part of the British position was 
completely cleared of the Enemy’s Cavalry. 

The Household Brigade having been rallied and formed The Brigade 
nearly on their original post, continued in support of the 
Infantry, until a fresh opportunity offered of their acting Cavaliy. 
offensively against a considerable force of the Enemy’s 
Cavalry assembled on the reverse of the hill, and threaten- 
ing our position, when after a severe and bloody eonfliefc 
the Enemy was checked, and the 1st Brigade retired and 
re-formed under the cover of the hill. 

On this occasion the Enemy suffered severely. Colonel 


Next charges 
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Ferrier, commanding 1st Life Guards,, and Major Packe, 
of the BlueSj were killed^ besides several other Officers and 
men. 

The next movement of the Household Brigade was to 
a part of the position towards the rights where it was 
summoned by Lord Anglesey to attack a formidable 
Column of the Enemy^s Infan try^ supported by Cavalry, 
which threatened the British troops in that quarter. The 
attack was made with great gallantry, and succeeded in 
checking the advance of the Enemy; but the Brigade being 
very much reduced in numbers, was unable to penetrate 
the Column, which received it with a heavy fire. 

After this attack the Brigade rallied and formed upon 
its original ground, where it was Joined by the 2nd 
Brigade, also much diminished. 

About this time there was a considerable space on the 
right of the Haye Sainte void of British Infantry, and as 
it was threatened by a strong force of the Enemy assembled 
under the brow of the hill, the 1st and 2nd Brigades 
continued to occupy the interval, exposed to a destructive 
fire both of musketry and artillery, from which they 
sustained such severe loss that they were at length reduced 
to one Squadron, as stated in the beginning of this Report. 

Upon the Enemy being finally defeated, the two 
Brigades advanced with the rest of the troops till about 
9 okdock, when they halted and bivouacked for the night. 
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MAJOR S. WAYMOUTH, UNATTACHED. 

Lieutenant 2nd Life Guauds. 

Marine EaradetBrigMon, Nov. 

I have the honour of acknowledging the receipt of 
your letter of Oct. 29th, and regret extremely that I am 
prisoner m the afford any Useful aid towards the interesting 

1 st Charge, work you are engaged in, for as I had the m.isfortune to be 
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wounded and taken prisoner in the first charge made by 
the Household Brigade^ I can say nothing from personal 
knowledge of what took place at 7 o^eloek. 


Whether I am now going to occupy your attention 
with what is utterly useless^ I do not know; but the last 
paragraph but one of your letter induces me to mark upon 
the plan (as nearly as I can at this distance of time) the 
spot where the Household Brigade was stationed at the 
beginning of the Action ; and to this ground, as I am in- 
formed, it continually returned after every attack made 
by it throughout the day. The 2nd Life Guards was the 
left Eegiment of the Brigade, and, for better understanding, 
allow me to say that my post was commanding its left 
half Squadron. 

In making the charge to which I have alluded, the 
right of the Brigade was thrown forward in order to sweep 
the high road, along which the Enemy^s Columns were 
advancing against La Haye Sainte, and by my dotted 
lines I wish to give some notion of the direction it took. 
As I was posted on the left, I can speak to that dotted 
line with more confidence than the other, both as to its 
direction and length. In our rear I saw posted for our 
support the Duke of Cumberland's Hanoverian Hussars. 
According to the printed accounts, this Eegiment ran away 
into Brussels as we advanced to the charge. I saw 
Ponsonby^s Heavy Brigade also charging along with us, 
in a nearly parallel line on the other side of the road. 
Soon after our left had crossed the high road, it became 
mingled with Ponsonby^s right. In the course of their 
chai'ge, every description of the Enemy^s Cavalry, both 
heavy and light, were overthrown, and even deep Columns 
of Infantry passed through. 

As I was taken prisoner in this charge, I am unable to 
add anything more of my own knowledge, except the 
position in which I saw some Cuirassiers and the Eed 
Lancers ; but even in this I may not he preeuelf aecumte. 

My friend, Major Edwai'd Kellyy who distinguished 


Oommanded 
left half 
Squadron. 

See Plan, 
p. 38 . 
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himself very much amongst the 1st Life Guards^ and who 
afterwards died on Lord Combermere^s Staff in India, told 
me that as far as he could see down our line to his left, 
the Brigade, and the Cuirassiers too, came to the shock 
like two walls, in the most perfect lines he ever saw; and 
I believe this line was maintained throughout. A short 
struggle enabled us to break through them, notwith- 
standing the great disadvantage arising from our swords, 
which were full six inches shorter than those of the 
Cuirassiers, besides its being' the custom of our Service to 
carry the swords in a very bad position whilst charging, 
the French carrying theirs in a manner much less 
fatiguing, and also much better for either attack or 
defence. Having once penetrated their line, we rode over 
everything opposed to us. Major Kelly also told me that 
the 1st Life Guards made great slaughter amongst the 
flying Cuirassiers who had choked the hollow way, marked 
+— that its banks were then crowned by Chasseurs, who 
fired down upon the Life Guards in return, killing great 
numbers of them, and that this road was quite blocked up 
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Chasseurs. 


My ignorance of the tracks of French Columns, and the 
little I know of the formations of our own Army, are 
chiefly owing to the circumstance of our being posted in 
such low ground that the view of the Enemy was inter- 
eepted by the high ridge of La Haye Sainte. 


I have, &c., 

S. Waimouth. 


- : FEOM THE SAME. 

TO 3M[AJOE MABTBISr, ROYAL DRAGOONS, 

No. 20. 1837. 

Waterloo. My DEAR Martbn, — I believe you are perfectly correct 

^^e^tof “ ™ tbe first charge one portion of our Brigade 

passed by the right and another by the left of La Haye 
passed to the Sainte. In as far as the enstfe'me Isfl of the Brigade was 
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concerned/ 1 can speak without the slightest hesitation, for 
you may remember that I commanded the left half 
Squadron of our Begiment and of the Brigade, and 
reeollection is distinct that I crossed the road in rear, and 
to the left of Sainte. And I remember 

seeing there — on the left of the road and near its 
edge, a little cottage or hovel occupied by, I believe, a 
party of the 2nd Light Battalion, King^s German Legion, 
for it was unroofed, and on one of the remaining rafters I 
saw an Officer of that Battalion (named Grseme) sitting, 
whose name and person were familiar to me although not 
acquainted with him. I mention this to show how clear 
my recollection still is to that point. 

Immediately after this I found men of the Boyals and 
Inniskilling Dragoons from Ponsonby^s Brigade mingled 
with ours. Now I cannot pretend to say how many of our 
Regiment, whether a Squadron, or less or more, passed by 
the left of the farm of La Haye Sainte ; bat if Captain 
Siborne^s Model has that hovel marked upon it (which it 
probably has not, for it was so small and so pulled to 
pieces, that it was not perhaps restored after the Action), 
the distance from it to the corner of La Haye Sainte may 
give a pretty good notion of how many rank and file passed 
through that interval. 

That the Brigade was divided by La Haye Sainte I 
have little doubt from my recollection of conversations I 
afterwards had with Kelly whilst he lay wounded in 
Brussels, in which he spoke of going down the slope of the 
position, and afterwards pressing the rear of the Cuirassiers 
whilst they choked a part of the road bounded by high 
banks, which spot I perfectly remember about half-way 
down the hill. The 1st Regiment suffered severely there, 
for whilst they were occupied with the Cuirassiers, the 
banks were lined by French Chasseurs, who killed a great 
many of them by firing down upon them. My belief is 
that the 1st Regiment passed by the right of La Haye 
Sainte, and skirted round the fence of its orchard, which 1 
think would bring them into the road a little before this 
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light of La 
Haye. Sainte 
and part to 
the left. 

2nd .life.. 
Guards 
crossed the 
main road to 
the rear of la 
Haye Saint©, 


It could not 
have been 
Graeme, as he 
•was at la 
Haye Sainte. 

No. 179, 
p. 406.— Ei>. 

2nd Life 
Guards 
mingled with 
Ponsonby’s 
Biigade. 


The 1st Life. 
Guards on 
the high road. 
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hollow way 
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Some of the 
1st Dragoon 
Guards may 
also ha^e 
crossed the 
road to the 
rear of La 
Haye Sainte, 


Moreover, I always understood that it was 
down the slope of the position to the right of La Haye 
Sainte that Major Packe of the Blues was killed. 

As I said before^ I cannot determine what portion of the 
Brigade^ nor even of our Regiment^ passed to the left of 
La Haye Sainte, but the circumstance of my more than 
once, during that advance, finding myself near Major 
Naylor, of the King^s Dragoon Guards, and to whom I 
spoke, leads me to suppose that some part of his Eegiment 
may also have passed to the left. He must have com- 
manded a Squadron, probably the left Squadron of the 
King’s, 

Whilst writing the preceding, it occurs to me that in 
crossing the road I had to get my horse down a bank of 
perhaps some three feet or so, and then to go along the 
road some yards before I could find a place to mount the 
opposite bank, and that I did so near the aforesaid hovel. 


Very truly yours, 

S. Waymo'uth. 


PROM THE kSAME. 

21, Grosvenor Sireeiy May 9ih, 1BB7, 

Waterloo. I very much regret that many circumstances have com- 

bined to j)revent my meeting with Major Naylor at home 
until yesterday, 

1st Charge. I find him very oblivious of all the circumstances con- 
nected with the Brigade on the 18th excepting one, which 
I think is satisfactory — viz., the advance of the Brigade to 
the first charge- He distinctly remembers that he com- 
manded the centre Squadron of the King-^s, which, as the 
Blues were in second line for support, there being two 
Squadrons of each Regiment of Life Guards, and three of 
the King^s, was consequently the centre Squadron of the 
Brigade, lie remembers that on advancing. Colonel Puller 
placed himself by him, and that the first obstacle they 
encountered was the road which runs along the top of the 
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ridge^ that it was too wide to leap/ and the banks too deep 
to be easily passed, and that having crossed it, the next 
obstacle was the enclosure of the farm of La Haye Sainte. 

Now this seems to agree perfectly with the appearance 
of that road as laid down upon the plan you sent me. 

He then made towards his left “'along with the current The King’s 
of our men, which was setting that way/^ He cannot ouSds^ora 
tell how or where he crossed the high road, but you 
will observe that this brings him to that part of the cross 'the 
ground where I called to him, but he forgets that th^^ear^of^La 
circumstance. He then went down the hill still bearing to Haye Sainte. 
his left, till he arrived at a^n enclosure;'*^ a large field in 
which were Lancers. Turning from that he made his way 
home again round the left of our line. Meantime Colonel 
Fuller must, on arriving at the farm of La Haye Sainte, 
have turned to Ms right, for I believe there is no doubt of 
his having been killed down the slope of our position, to 
the right of La Haye Sainte. From all this I think 
we may safely infer that the farm of La Haye Sainte 
broke the Brigade at its centre, and that about one-half 
passed on each side of it. 

Believe, &e., 

S. Waimouth. 

FROM THE SAME. 

19, Upper Grosveiior Street, April StJi, 1841. No. 22. 

Again, I believe Capt. Kineaid^s recollection perfectly Waterloo, 
correct, of Cuirassiers pouring down that hollow way into 
the chmcssee pursued by Life Guards, for remember I 
always described to you, and I learnt it from Capt. Kelly, ist Ciiarge. 

1 st Life Guards, that the right and centre of the House- 

hold Brigade met the Cuirassiers in perfect line, and this Brigade met 

the Cuiras- 

* KTote by toriUr.— By Major Naylor’s description of its distance and siersiii perfect 
direction, tbis must he one of the inclosnres in rear of the French line, in ^ 

the direction of the village (I believe Planchenoit) lying to the rear and 
considerably to the left of La Belle Alliance. the liae. 
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appears to have been before the extreme left could get into 
line. I therefore think it very probable that^ when the 
struggle immediately following* the shock of the two lines 
began to turn in our favour^, the Cuirassiers in front line_, 
finding their escape to the rear obstructed by the dense 
crowd of their comrades^ they should endeavour to get 
away by their rights which must have still been com- 
paratively open^ our left Squadron being not yet in 
Some of the line ; and this will account for their rushing down that 
escaped by the hollow way as described by Capt. Kincaid. For you will 

hollow way in o'bserve that after returning from the movement to the left 
rear of La , ^ -ri • i /-r 

by Threes, which took a part of our Brigade across the 

cTiamsee^ the right and centre Regiments formed line 
by wheeling up Threes to the left, and immediately ad- 
vanced to the attack. There being no time to be lost they 
were not allowed to wait till the whole was in line, conse- 
quently our extreme left being still moving by Threes to 
its right after the preceding portion of the Brigade had 
formed its line and commenced a forward movement, the 
left was obliged to scramble into line as it could, whilst 
that Line was every moment getting away from it towards 
the front, so that our right and centre may have met the 
Cuirassiers, and the latter begun to fly along the hollow 
way, whilst the left Squadron, 2nd Life Guards, was 
getting into the still advancing Line. You will under- 
stand by this what I mean by . the Cuirassiers finding 
an escape open to them by their right, as well as the 
possibility of their having been just before that moment 
fired upon from the hollow way by the Germans, without 
the circumstance having been noted (in the hurry and 
hustle) by our Brigade or any one else. 


Haye Sainte, 
as seen by 
Captain Kin- 
caid, 95tli 
Kifles, sta- 
tioned on the 
other side of 
the main road. 


Very truly, fee., 

S. WAYa-roiiTH* 
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FROM THE SAME. 

19j Uj)per Grosvenor Sb'eet, April 26^^, 1841. No. 23. 

Colonel Marten has at last jflovvn through London^ ATaterloo 
and I have talked to him of your Model. 

He says that having gained the plain on the left of the 
chanmee^ he perceived that we were in front of the Rifles 
about 100 yards or more, and then he found himself in the 
midst of broken bodies of Cuirassiers^ engaged in sharp 1st Charge, 
conflict with our men^ amongst whom our famed Corporal 
Shaw was very conspicuous^ dealing deadly blows all round 
him^ and Marten is of o pinion that he was killed^ probably sh ot 
down^ near that spot, by a Cuirassier who stood rather Death of Cor- 
clear of our left, and occupied himself by shooting our 
people with his carbine, taking very deliberate aim. 

Very truly, &c., 

S. Waymouth. 

FROM THE SAME. 

19, Upper Grosvenor Street, July 2%c2, 1841. No. 24. 

As your letter found me confined to my room, in the "Waterloo, 
fear of General Hill leaving town without my seeing him^ 1st Charge. 

I wrote to him on the subject, and he has just called upon 
me to talk it over. His impression still is that the Blues 
were in first line, but his recollection is not suflfieiently 
strong for you to rely upon it. . . 

He said, Why does not Siborne apply to Lord Edward, 
that would be the best authority?/^ I merely replied^ 

Lord Edward is abroad.*’"' I would not say any more, as 
I Gonsidered what you wrote me of his information to you 
was imparted to me confidentially.'’^ 

General Hill says he was close to Major Packe when he Major Packe, 
was killed, leading on a Squadron of the Blues. He 
run through the body by the Officer leading the French FrenchOfficer. 

" B' ^ ; 
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Squadron and fell dead immediately, 
later in the afternoon. 


but that was much 


The Blues in 
support at 
first, after- 
wards joining 
the front line. 


Lord Angle- 
sey hlamed for 
not providing 
adequate sup- 
port. to the 
Brigade in 
the charge. 


Punishment 
of Cumber- 
land Hussars. 


Upon thinking the matter over I very much incline to 
adopt your opinion of the Blues having been placed in 
support on the primary aiTangement of the first charge, 
and then finding themselves in front line before they almost 
knew where they were. The impetuosity with which the 
front line swept over the Enemy must have left behind 
quite a sufficient number for the Blues to deal with when 
they came up, and even to lead them to imagine them- 
selves quite in front. 

On the other hand, I do not think your argument of 
Lord Anglesey's general tactics, nor what he wanted to do 
with the Greys in Ponsonby^s Brigade, a conclusive argu- 
ment, For I remember that, at the time, I often heard 
him hlamed for having thrown away our Brigade, by 
making it charge without an adequate support. You may 
also remember that I told you in myjirst letter that before 
the first charge, when we were all lying on the ground, 
by order of Lord Edward, in order to avoid as much as 
possible the effect of the Eiiemy^s cannonade, I saw a 
certain Hanoverian Regiment, which we knew as The 
Duke of Cumberland's Hussars,^^ in line in our rear. They 
were in rear of the 2nd Life Guards, their left not far 
from the chaimeey and immediately in front of the hedge 
or skirt of the forest that was between the field of battle 
and the village of Waterloo. My thoughts at the time 
were what could possess them to sit upon their horses to be 
knocked over by cannon balls when they saw our Brigade 
upon the ground. I always have understood that this 
Regiment was ordered to charge in our support, but that 
when we attacked they ran away. I remember seeing the 
Regiment afterwards doing duty in Paris as Waggon 
Train, assisting the Commissariat, and understood that to be 
their punishment, whilst their Colonel was cashiered. So 
here you see was a Regiment in support, although it 
failed, and would have proved inadequate even with its 
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best efforts. The first time I can get hold of Sir Horace 
Seymour/ who was said to have collared the Colonel, I will 
ask him... 

Believe me, &c., 

S. Waymouth. 


FROM. THE SAME. 

19, Upper Grosvenor St., May 1842. 

I have at last succeeded in getting an interview with 
Lord Fitzroy Somerset, but I am sorry to say I have not 
been able to learn much from him. I was with him a long 
time, and he talked the whole thing over most freely, and 
seemed anxious to afford you all the assistance in his power, 
but he has only slight recollections of the points in ques- 
tion. 

I first asked him whether the charge of the two 
Heavy Brigades was a combined attack, having the same 
object, viz., to repulse the French onset upon both sides 
of the climmee at the same time ? He answered he thought 
not, and then told me what you had previously, of his 
watching the attack upon Kempt, &c. &c,; but when I came 
to discuss the matter with him, he very soon entirely aban- 
doned it, and said he supposed he must be confounding it 
with a second attack upon Kempt, if there was a second 
and similar attack made up)on Idmd^ He did not at all main- 
tain the account you mention of the two Staff Officers, but 
seemed convinced that his memory had failed him . 

tie has no recollection at all of the 1st Lt. Batt., 
K.G.L. ; indeed he says he does not remember to have seen 
liat ally throughottt the day^ and said he was surprised that 
he does not, for it was a Battalion that he was particularly 
well acquainted with. 

He spoke of the abatis on the chatissee near La Haye 
Sainte, and which I think you mentioned to me. He saw 
Lord Edward Somerset returning from that charge on the 
other side of the ckatissdej i.e,j in front of Pic ton; he had 

He has 


]N'o.'25. 

Waterloo. 


Lord Fitzro}^ 
.Somerset’s 're- 
collections of 
first cliarge. 


lost his hat, and was coming back bareheaded. 


Lord F. Som- 
erset saw Lortl- 
Edward re- 
turning from 
the charge 
bareheaded. 

He doubts the 
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puke’s order- doubts of its being tbe Duke wlio ordered the Germans 
across the cJiamsieyheQms^ it is perfectly unlike him to 
cross the main wave his hat, and shout liurralil His great object always 
was not to do anything calculated to shake the steadiness 
Division, the men — he can scarcely believe it of the Duke. I 

hinted that the Duke himself could best set that question 
at rest. He replied, Oh, certainly : but it would be im- 
possible to ask him, or that he should answer any such 
questions.'^ After all, he said he was very sorry not to be 
able to give you any more effectual aid, but that whenever 
he has to talk over that Battle, he finds himself so much 
deceived in his recollections, that he cannot rely with any 
confidence upon himself, and cannot conceive the possi- 
bility of your being able to attain to accuracy, considering 
how conflicting are the statements one continually hears 
from persons, all whose testimonies one considers un- 
deniable. If you succeed in giving a tolerably correct 
representation, it is all you can expect. 

When I had finished, I told him what I had written to 
you as my supposition that the contradictory statements 
respecting the Germans may be reconciled, and he said he 
thought it a very reasonable supposition. 

However, I have since seen Sir Andrew Barnard, who 
came to me yesterday, and was also very ready to give me 
all the information in his power. He says pretty much 
the same as Kincaid, and gives nearly the same account of 
the advance of the Enemy against that point, and the with- 
drawal of the 95th skirmishers. He says there wm a mconcl 
attack upon Kempt about an hour later ; that it was not so 
formidable, but that their skirmishers (not a Column) in 
considerable bodies came up to Kempt’s Brigade ; that he, 
Sir A., was wounded at that time, and carried off the field j 
and that he thinks it very probable the Germans might 
then have come across the cJiatmie as they describe, for lie 
swm Baron BuscJie there^ who commanded that Battalion* 
Now, if that second attack was preceded by a heavy 
cannonade, and accompanied by a charge of their 
cuirassiers, it would seem likely to be the occasion alluded 


Sir Andrew 
Barnard, 95tii 
Rifles. 

158,13. 363. 


Says there 
was a second 
at'ack on 
Kempt (who 
succeeded 
Picton) about 
an hour later. 
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to by Heisse and Leonliardt^ if we could tell how to dispose 
of that Battalion during the first attack. 

Sir Andrew says the abatis on the was made His men (95tli 

by his people the night before. On another point he was 

^ . X 1 1 . A , ^ ffbatis on 

very satistaetory to me, i asked if he saw and remem- the road the 
bered my hovel ? His answer was^ think I ought to 
remember it, for I saved it from being entirely pulled 
down, when the men had already taken off the thatch 
from the roof to burn ; but the frame of the roof still re- 
mained. I slept in that hovel, and Lord Anglesey came 
and drank some of my tea in it during the night of the 
I7th.’^ . . . 

Believe me, 

S. Waymouth. 

MAJOR MARTEN-, ROYAL DRAGOONS. 

Sith.-Lieutexant 2xd Life Guaeds. 

Brighton, December Uh, ISM. 26 . 


I have, however, great pleasure now in sending you 
what little information relating to the 2nd Life Guards at 
Waterloo, that my memory (after so long a period) will 
bear me out in ; but when I tell you I was then one of the 
youngest Cornets, and only seventeen years of age, and the 
greater part of the day, too, a Serrefile, you will readily 
conclude my observations will be chiefly confined to the 
immediate movements and situations of my own Regiment. 


Waterloo. 


After the Brigade had taken up the ground, viz., 
rear of the riglit eeritre of the Araig, which, it was destined 
throughout the day to support, we remained some time in 
close column, then deployed, and were suddenly ordered to 2nd Life 
advance to the charge, the 2nd Life Guards, as I have the^Cuims- 
before observed, being on the left of the Brigade, with the 
King^s Dragoon Guards on our right. mam road. 

In descending into the plain from our Infantry position, 
we met a line of Cuirassiers which we charged through, but 
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Tkey foimd 
themselves 
amongst the 
French In- 
fantry, routed 
by Kempt’s 
Infantry 
Brigade. 


The 2nd Life 
Guards 
suft'ered, 
particularly 
from the loss 
of horses. 


Ordered again 
to charge, but 
the French 
Cavahy fell 
back. 

Joined in the 

General 

Advance. 


not till we had crossed the great road near La 
Haye Sainte (of course^ I am writing now of my own 
Regiment After passing through the Cuirassiers 

(the greater part of whom were killed and wounded in this 
charge)^ we found ourselves in the midst of a routed body 
of French Infantry, who, many of them, threw themselves 
on the ground till we had gone over, and then rose and 
fired. This circumstance I distinctly remember, and I am 
equally confident that all this took place wii/i ns on ^h^ left 
of the Genappe road, from our having to jump over trees 
on that road, which I afterwards learned had been placed 
there by the 95th Rifles. Whether the whole Brigade 
brought up their right shoulders I know not, but I am sure 
we did j but to continue. After this charge (from which 
we suffered so much, particularly in the loss of horses) we 
were completely broken, and as many as remained mounted 
of the four Troops returned by the left centre of our 
position, and reformed in front of a small orchard (I think) 
just out of Mont-St.-Jean, and in rear of our original 
ground, where we continued a short time, and then were 
marched up to the support of the right centre again on 
the slope of the hill. 

After some little time had elapsed we were ordered to 
advance again to the charge, but the French Cavalry 
retreated on seeing us approach, and we fell back to our 
former ground, where we remained the whole of the rest of 
the day until the advance of the Line, when, after marching 
some distance over the fields in our front, halted to the 
right of a village which was set fire to by either the French 
or Prussians, and this, I think, could not have been far 
from La Belle Alliance. 


I remain, &c., 

Thomas Maiiten, 
Major Royal Dragoons^ 
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FBOM THE SAME (LIEUT.-COLOISrEL). , 

Beverley, February 2Srd, ]No. 27. 

Ill reply to your note of this mornings I can only Waterloo, 
assure you that^ although I did not ceftainly Bee Shaw 
hilled, l am perfectly satisfied that he met his death in the Death of 
first charge alluded to. It was told me shortly after^ and 
I firmly believe it. 

It was said he did not die at the moment/ but received 
in that charge several wounds of which he lingered till 
night. He could not have been alive the next morning, 
because I was ordered, in company with the Assistant- 
Surgeon, to collect our wounded, and see them safely con- 
veyed to Brussels, which I did, and Shaw was certainly 
not one. 

As there was a mistake made in our Returns of the Mistake in 
Battle, I wish you would correct it in your new Book. nl^Keghnent 
Neither the Hon. Captain Irby nor Waymouth were re- 
turned as Prisoners, which they both were, and the latter 
wounded, but, of course, not known at the time. 

Captain Irby I found myself in the town of Nivelles 
on my return from Brussels on the 20th, and he told me 
he had escaped from the French by hiding himself in a 
cellar in which the prisoners had been confined. Way- 
mouth did not join for some weeks. 

Yours, &e., 

Thomas Mahten. 

Royal Hoese Gtjaebs, Blue. 

GENERAL CLEMENT HILL., 

Cautain AND Lieut. -Colonel Royal House Guaeds. 

TO MAJOR WAYMOUTH. 

Hawhstone, July lUh, 1841. ]J^O. 28. 

My beae Waymouth, — I fear you will think me long AVatcrloo. 
in replying to your letter and enquiries about the 1 st Charge, 
charge of the Household Brigade at Waterloo . . . • 


Blues in front 
line. 
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and had only yesterday an opportunity ot asking my 

brother Rohei-t his opinion. You know he commanded the 
Regiment, and is quite sure we were in the front line, and 
not placed in a second to support on that occasion. He 
says he distinctly saw the Commanding Officer of the 1st 
Life Guards fall (from a shot) on his ri^U as the Brigade 
was advancing to the charge, which may corroborate our 
being in the samelme, and also be an incident for Captain 
Siborne to represent in a figure on his Model. 

I do not recollect, nor does my brother, what may have 
been in a second line to support us, and regret I cannot 
send you or Captain Siborne any other information that 
might be of use in completing his new Model. 


Yours, &c., 

Ci.EM. 


llii.n. 


No. 29. 


Waterloo. 


King’s 
Dragoon 
Guards more 
in contact 
witb. the 
Erench Heavy 
Cavalry than 


1st ok King^s Deagoon Gxjaiidis. 

LIEUT.-COLONEL ROBERT WALLACE, 
UNATTACHED. 

Cai'tain King’s Dragoon Guards. 

Yorh, Nov. 19471, 1884. 

We certainly passed through a great deal of standing 
corn a short time previous to the first charge made by the 
Household Brigade of Cavalry, to which the 1st Dragoon 
Guards belonged, which Corps at the hour of seven o clock 
in the evening were so much cut up, both as to Officers and 
men, as to form but a small portion of a Regiment, but 
how formed ut tJiut ^ccTticuluv nyioment I cannot with peifect 
accuracy state. 

With regard to general remarks, as far as my recollection 
goes, we were more in contact with the Drench Heavy 
Cavalry than with other troops, and many, I am sure, 
suffered severely from the men of the 1st Dragoon 
Guards, as did ours also from them, many of our men 
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having severe sabre wounds^ particularly aborrt the face ; other ^ 
but there has been so much written upon the subject, and site siift’c'ml 
so many anecdotes related that you can be at no loss on 
this head, and I only regret that I had not the same re- 
flection at that period that after years bring to us all, so ceivodmany 
as to be enabled to give you a more detailed account of wounds!*'^'' 
the occurrences of that eventful day, as far as we were 
concerned with correctness and fidelity. . . 

I have, &e., 

Robeut Wall.^ce, 

Lieut.-Col. Unattached. 


Pox.soxbt’s Cavalry Brigade. 

The 2nd (Heavy) Cavalry Brigade ywas com- 
posed of the 1st or Royal Dragoons, the 2nd or Eoyal 
North British Dragoons, Scots Grreys, and the 6th 
or Inniskilling Dragoons, hence also known as the 
“ Union Brigade,” and was commanded by Major- 
General Sir William Ponsonby, K.C.B., who w’as 
killed in the first charge at Waterloo. 

The Brigade, together with the Household 
Brigade, formed the main portion of the Centre 
Cavalry Column in the Retreat on the 17th June. 

After passing through the town of Genappe, it 
was deployed on the right of the Brussels-Charleroi 
Road, and engaged for some time in skirmishing 
with the Enemy’s Cavalry, and checking their 
advances, until gradually withdrawn by the road 
to the Position at Waterloo. 

On the morning of the 18th the Brigade was See Genm-ai 

^ ' , ■ ■ -1 • ■ Pia%No. I. 

posted on the left of the Brussels road in support ol 
Picton’s Division, and when D’Erlon attacked the 
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latter, it was brought forward througli the intervals 

of the Infantry to charge the French Columns, 
.-fcdi'ian.p.ss. Eoyals on the right charged and broke 

one of the Columns, Captain A. E. Clarke cap- 
turing the Eagle of the 105th French Regiment. 
The left wing of the 28th Regiment fired into the 
Column at the moment the Royals charged it, and 
afterwards assisted them in securing great numbers 
of Prisoners. 

The Inniskmings in the centre advanced further 
so as to charge two Columns which were moving 
up in support of the others, and similarly over- 
threw them, and captured an immense number of 

Prisoners. 

The Greys had been ordered to support the 
other two Regiments, but had previously been 
moved to the left rear of the Brigade, for the 
purpose of obtaining more cover from the French 
cannonade, so that, on advancing, they found in 
their direct front the head of a French Column 
establishing itself on the Wavre Road. The Greys 
therefore, after passing through the intervals of 
the Infantry, at once charged this Column, and 
dispersed it, Sergeant Ewart capturing the Eagle 
of the 45 th French Regiment. The 92nd High- 
landers joined in the Charge, both Regiments 
mutually cheering each other, and shouting, “ Scot- 
land for ever ! ” They also secured great numbers 
of Prisoners. 

The Brigade, after overthrowing the French 
Infantry, lost nearly all regularity, and galloped 
madly up to the French Position, notwithstanding 
all the efforts of the Officers to prevent it, and began 
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sabveing tbe G-unners and stabbing the horses of the 
Enemy’s Batteries. But they were now attached 
by a body of French Lancers, and their horses 
being blown and exhausted, they suffered severely 
in their confused retreat to the British Position. 

In this Charge, 3,000 Prisoners were taken, 

.2 Eagles captured, and from 30 to 40 Guns put 
/tors de combat for the greater part of the day. 

Subsequently, the Brigade was moved to the 
right of the road, where it was employed in giving 
support to the Infantry stationed there, and occa- 
sionally in making a forward movement to check 
the advancing French troops. 

Towards evening it was united with Somerset’s 
Brigade, and the two were employed as described 
in page 39. 

No. 34 refers to the March on Quatre Bras. 

Nos. 30 and 34 to the Eetreat on the 17th 
June, and the remaining Letters to Waterloo. 


COLONEL SIR DE LACY EVANS, K.C.B. 

Major 5th W. 1. Regiment, and Extra A.B.C. to Sir William 

PoNSONBY. 

Oci. 14 ^/ 1 . 

On tbe 17 til, after the Infantry, &e., had retired, or ]^o. 30. 
were retiring, and when the time arrived for the Cavalry Eetreat from 
to eommence their retrograde movement, I was ordered to Quatre Bras, 
accompany Sir John Elley, the Adjt. General of the Cav- 
alry, to Genappe to examine and report on that defile, but 
ehiefly to select a position on the open high ground above 
it towards the Waterloo side, for the whole of the Heavy 
Cavalry and some Horse Artillery to form on immediately 
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as they should clear Genappe. This was under the orders 
of Lord Anglesey/ and Sir J. Elley and myself remained 
between that high ground and Genappe directing the heads 
of the Regiments to the ginund they wm'e to form on^ as 
they successively debouched from Genappe. 

The Household Brigade formed up with their right on 
the main road facing the Enemy — the Heavy Brigade with 
their left towards the road^ but extending considerably 
towards their right. 

You are aware that the 7th Hussars attempted iiii- 
sneeessfully to check the head of the French Column of 
Cavalry as it debouched from Genappe. Lord Anglesey 
then detached to their support a Squadron of the House- 
hold Brigade, which was more successful. 

But our retreat was continued at short intervals, in 
good order — slight skirmishing — and without being pressed, 
except in the instance I have mentioned. Such is my im- 
pression. I remained with the Household Brigade till we 
got near the Waterloo position. 

I therefore do not know so well as oihers who were 
closer to them what Sir Wm. Ponsonby^s Brigade had to 
do. But I do not think they [had] much to do. 

In haste, &e., 

D. L. Evaks. 


FROM THE SAME. 

Bryandone Square, Se^d. 1st, 1839. 

You have placed the Inniskillings in your plan in 
admnee ot the Royals and Greys. I incline to think the 
three Regiments charged nearly in line. I myself was 
with the right of the line, and I should think the Greys 
and Royals were rather more engaged than the other 
Regiment. These two last Regiments took an Eagle each, 
and you will see that their loss of men and Officers was 
much greater, especially the Greys. 
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The Brigade was in a hollow in order to screen them 
from cannon fire before the charge. As the Enemy 
advanced up to the crest of the position’ on their side, the 
Heavy Brigade was also moved up on ours. Our Brigade 
name up to one hundred yards in rear of the little sunken 
road and hedge. I communicated the order for this move- 
ment myself. We waited there for a few minutes till the 
head of the Enemy^s Column had just crossed the sunken 
road— as I understood— to allow our Infantry to pass 
round the flanks of Squadrons^ and also that the Enemy 
should be a little deranged in passing the road, instead of 
our being so> had we charged across the road. 

The Enemy'^s Column^ near which I was^ on arriving 
at the crest of the position seemed very helpless^ had very 
little fire to give from its front or flanks^ was incapahle of 
deployings must have already lost many of its Officers in 
•coming up, was fired into^ close, with impunity, by 
•stragglers of our Infantry who remained behind. As we 
.approached at a moderate pace the front and flanks began 
to turn their backs inwards; the rear of the Columns had 
already begun to run away. The Brigade [? Division] you 
speak of under Sir T. Picton (and afterwards Sir J. Kempt) 
were successful, as your letter states, but the Infantry in 
•our front had, I think, been obliged to yield. At all events 
it passed round our flanks. 

In going down the hill the Brigade secured about 2,000 
Prisoners, which were successfully conducted to the rear by 
parties of the Inniskillings, as far as I recollect. The 
Enemy fled as a flock of sheep across the valley — ^qiiite at 
the mercy of the Dragoons. In fact, our men were out of 
hand. The General of the Brigade, his Staff, and every 
Officer within hearing, exerted themselves to the utmost to 
re-form the men ; but the helplessness of the Enemy offered 
too great a temptation to the Dragoons, and our efforts 
were abortive. 

It wms evident that the Enemy's reserves of Cavalry 
towards [? Planelienoit] would soon take advantage of our 
•disorder. Anticipating this, I went back for a moment to 
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where Sir James Kempt was^ to ask him to advance to 
cover our retreat, which appeared inevitable. He told 
me he would advance a couple o£ hundred yards, but 
that he could not quit the position altogether without 
orders. Besides, it was evident Infantry could not 

do it. y „ 

It was Vandeleur^s Light Cavalry Brigade on the let t 
which perha|)s could have been useful at the moment by a 
more forward movement. But I did not see it. I 
galloped back to Sir William Ponsonby. The Dragoons 
were still in the same disorder, cutting up the remnant of 
the dispersed Infantry. We ascended the first ridge occu- 
pied by the Enemy, and passed several Erench cannon, on 
our right hand towards the road, abandoned [on] our 
approach by their gunners, and there were some Ireneh 
Squares of Infantry in rear. 

The French Lancers continued to advance on our left in 
good order. If we could have formed a hundred men we 
could have made a respectable retreat, and saved many j 
but we could effect no foruiation, and were a.s helpless 
against their attack as their Infantry had been against 
ours. Everyone saw what must happen. Those whose 
horses were best or least blown, got away. Some 
attempted to escape back to our position by going round 
the left of the French Lancers. Sir William Ponsonby 
was of that number. All these fell into the hands of the 
Enemy. Others went back straight— among whom myself 
— receiving a little fire fi'om some French Infantry to’wards 
the road on our left as we retired. 

It was in this part of the transaction that almost the 
whole of the loss of the Brigade took place. But this last 
occurrence took place about three hundred yards at least in 
advance of the farthest line of the square or parallelogram 
marked on the map you have sent me, and accordingly the 
spot where Sir William Ponsonby fell, and his body was 
found by us next morning, was about five hundred yards in 
front of the centre of the Brigade as marked in the square 
of your plan, on the ridge to which I have before alluded. 
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and on wliieli the Enemy had, I think, occasionally their 
advanced Batteries in the early part o£ the Battle* 

This is the notion or recollection that I have of the 
affair. 

I saw nothing o£ the Belgian Light Dragoons in the 
■melee. The Dutch Belgian Infantry yielded with slight or 
no resistance to the advancing Columns, and got quickly to 
the rear ; and not in the stubborn, reluctant, deliberate 
way of our Infantry. I don^t recollect anything of the 
Dutch Artillery at that moment. Our Artillerymen, as 
well as Infantry, kept firing into the Columns as long as 
possible, I think at the moment of the collision between 
the Heavy Cavalry and the French Columns there was a 
pause of everything else, and I think our Artillery Officers 
and men were standing near and about, but not close to, or 
serving their Ctuds. The 32nd and 79th had regainecl their 
position as we charged past their left, but I am certain 
their position was some fifty or a hundred yards in front of 
the hedge, and not in rear of it. 

I remain, &c., 

D. L. Evans. 

FROM THE SAME. 

{No date.) 

As to the Inniskillings being in front, I dare say you are 
right. I only offered you my impressions, and I confess I 
think I saw as much of what was going on on that occa- 
sion as most other individuals. 

As to the person who took off his hat as a signal from 
the crest of the hill for the Brigade to advance, I venture 
to think I was myself the individual who did so. It 
occurred thus : I accompanied Sir William Ponsonby to the 
crest to ascertain the proper time for the Brigade to 
come up. At the moment when he appeared of opinion 
this should be done, he himself met with a trifling inter- 
ference. The Enemy just then redoubled their camion fire 
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'Zinst the crest. The General ^^s a 

secondary untrained horse, and some round shot frightened 
the horse, and his cloak, being loose flew off. Ho 
dismounted for a moment to get his cloak restored to is 
place. It was in that interval that he instructed me to 

make the signal alluded to. . , ^ * 

But I think it signifies nothing which Begiment is in 
front. You speak of the difficulties you have in reconciling 
different accounts of eye-witnesses. This is only wh^t in- 
variably occurs. There is scarcely an instance, i think, 
of two persons, even though only fifty yards distant 
from each other, who give of such events a concurring 

As to Colonel Gurwood’s account of 1,123 sabres, I 
dare say it is all very right as a Return, but the 1,123 
sabres were not on the field according to my humble 

recollection and belief. ,TrMi- t> u 

You are rightly informed that Sir William Ponsonby 

did his best to prevent the further advance up the opposite 

rid-e and towards the left of the Prench cannon, and so 

did\ll the Officers of any discretion about him ; but finding 
' that we were not successful in stopping the troops, we 
were forced to continue on with them in order to continue 
our exclamations to halt, as we all, except I suiipose the 

Cornets, saw what would happen. 

Faithfully, fee., 

D. L. Evaxs. 


No. 38. 


FROM THE SAME. 


Harrogate, August TBrd, 1842. 


1 doAt think the Enemy advanced more than five or 
ten yards on our si^^ By the sudden appear- 

attaek. auce and closing of our Cavalry upon them (added to their 

The Columns suffering from musketry and grape), they became 

l^sedh/So' quite paralysed and incapable 3f resistance, except 
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oecasionally, inclividiiallj a little. What followed I think suddenap- 
I touelied on before. tS^Cava% 

I am unable to info rm you as to Picton^s horse. 

Poor Sir William Ponsonby might perhaps have been Sir William 
spared to his country had he been better mounted. He 
rode a small bay hack. He had a handsome chestnut 
charger^ which he meant to mount when real business 
began^ but the groom or Orderly who had charge of the 
chestnut was not forthcoming or within call at the moment 
the General wanted his horse. 

As to myself^ I was well mounted on a powerful^ nearly 
thoroughbred bay gelding. He received a considerable 
sabre wound from near the eye to the mouth, but his action 
was not impaired by it. I, however^ changed him on 
getting back to tbe position for a brown mare, which, how- 
ever^ was very soon after shot by a musket ball, and I lost 
her. The bay soon recovered; but for this g’ossiping I 
have only to plead the excuse of your inquiry. 

Very, &c., 

' ' D. L. Evans. 


The 1st Eoyal Dragoons. 

COLONEL A. K. CLAEK KENNEDY, C.B., K.H., 

7th DEAGOON GUAEDS. 

Captain A. K. Clark: Kennedy, Eoyal Dragoons. 

Eough Memorandum of the Movements of the Eoyal No. 34« 

Dragoons on June 16th and 17th, 1815. 

The Eoyal Dragoons, who had been quartered for about Marcli on 
^ ■ A . Quatre Bras 

three weeks at Ninove and the immediate neighbourhood^ 

were aroused on the morning of June 16tli by the trumpets 

sounding to turn out about four o^cloek. The Troops 

were got together as quickly as possible, and three dajs^ 

biscuits, &c., having been issued to the men, the Eegiment 

" 
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was immediately put in motion (if I mistake not);, in the 
first instance in the direction of Ath (by way of Gram- 
mont)^ near which .the Brigade^ Ist^ 2nd^ and 6th 
Dragoons^ united under the command of Major-General 
Sir William Ponsonby. 

After the direction of our march had been three or four 
times changed, and there had been several halts in the 
course of the day, the Brigade moved towards evening 
Arrival at upon Quatre Bras, where it arrived about dusk, having 
marched somewhere about fifty miles. 

All firing, except a little skirmishing (in the wood 
which had been retaken by the Guards), having ceased, the 
Royals bivouacked for the night in an open field a little in 
rear of the houses of Quatre Bras, the horses being linked 
in column, saddled and bridled, the Officers and men lying 
or standing by them. The night proved a fine one. 

It having been ascertained next morning that the 
Prussian Army had retired during the night from Ligny, 
&e., the British Army commenced a similar movement on 
Retreat on the morning of the 17th, the Cavalry being drawn out and 
advanced a little to mask the retreat of the Infantry. 

My Squadron was ordered to the Inn of Quatre Bras to 
Conveyance of assist in conveying as many of the wounded men to the 
the wounded. j. 0 aras were able to bear the motion of a horse, and a con- 
siderable number were removed in this manner to the rear 
of the position at Waterloo, though several that were 
severely wounded were necessarily left behind. 

The other two Squadrons, under the command of Lieut.- 
Colonel Dorville and Major (afterwards Lieut. -Colonel) 
Radclyffe, remaining and retiring shortly afterwards 
towards the position, where they arrived a little before 
dusk along with the other Cavalry, which had been eover- 
ing a slow and orderly retreat, during the greater portion 
of which; from Genappe to Waterloo, the left Squadron 
under Colonel Radclyffe was warmly engaged skirmishing 
assiers. * with the Enemy^s advanced guard of Cuirassiers who 
pressed them hotly, frequently collecting with the 
apparent intention of charging, but never venturing to 
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do SO during tlie regular and orderly retreat o£ about five 
miles.' 

Having given up the wounded men, my Squadron 
rejoined the Regiment on its arrival on the crest of the 
position, and the firing having ceased, the Cavalry was 
withdrawn behind the Infantry, and we bivouacked for the 
night without any shelter whatever; and a miserable one 
enough we passed, the rain having descended in torrents 
from about two or three o'^clock on the 17th, 

We remained quiet until about half past eleven or Morning of 
eleven o^cloek, when the Brigade moved and formed line 
ill the hollow about a quarter of a mile in rear of the crest 
of Sir Thomas Picton^s Division, where it remained until 
brought forward, about twelve or half-past twelve, shortly 
before the charge of the Count D^ErloWs Corps took place, 
and that, I think, must have been somewhere about one 
o^elock or a little sooner, but I cannot be certain as to time. 

A. K. C. Kennedy, 

Lieut.-Colonel 7th Dragoon Guards. 


Waterloo. 


PROM THE SAME. 

Caliir, A^rillMh.lB'^'S. 35. 


I fear I have little to communicate on the subject of 
the 1st Dragoons at Waterloo that will prove useful to 
your interesting work, as I cannot of my own knowledge 
speak to the position of the Royal Dragoons after a quarter 
past six p.m., or a little later, about which hour I was 
obliged to leave the field, having been a second time 
wounded, and had two horses killed under me. 

At this time, as nearly as I can judge, the Regiment, 
reduced to one Squadron, stood where I have drawn the 
line No. 1, with the remains of the Inniskillings and 
Greys in line on its left. The troops opposed to them (as 
far as the nature of the ground allowed me to see) was a 
very heavy Column of Infantry, the head of which only 
. E 2 
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was fully in siglit, witli a weak body of Cavalry. Both 
Columns were cwered by skirmishers, and supported by 
Guns firing grape or canister shot, from which, as t e 
range was short, we suffered very severely, being 
necessarily greatly exposed, the Brigade being drawn up 
in line in front of the crest of the rising ground for the 
purpose, as was generally thought, of giving confidence _to 
a large body of Belgie* Infantry formed in square under 
the command of, and where, I believe,^ the Prmee 
Orange was wounded. The fire upon this Square, which 
stood about two hundred yards in advance, and about one 
hundred to the right of the Royals, was very severe, 
and it suffered greatly, chiefly from shells which now and 
then shook it a good deal, hut they always re-formed on the 
Cavalry making an advance in their support, and, I believe, 
maintained its ground until the General Advance of^tbe 
Allied Army took place about seven o^’clock, by which time, 

I have been informed by Captain Phipps (now Lieut.- 
Colonel Unattached) that the Brigade which had remained 
on nearly the same position since about four p.m., was 
reduced to one Sqiiadron only. 

As far as my memory will serve me ^biit at this dis- 
tance of time I may fall into error — I have marked the 
different operations of the Royals on the Ibth of June. 
No. % is the position of the Regiment (Right of Major- 
Brigade Entil General Ponsonby^s Brigade) from about eleven o^clock 
1st Charge. tintil twelve or half-past twelve, when it advanced by 
Threes from the flanks of half- Squadrons to No. 3, where 
it wheeled into line by command of the Marquis of 
Anglesey, and, together with the Inniskillings on its left, 
and Greys supporting in second line, charged and drove 
back tbe Count D’Brlon'^s Corps, the head of whose Column 
had crossed the double hedge and road, and had passed 
several of the British Guns placed behind the hedge, and 
which for the moment had been abandoned by the gunners. 

» An error. Ho Belgians were on the spot indicated. They v'ere 
Grermans, probably Hassaners or Brnnswickers.— E d , 


Bee General 
Han, Ho. 1. 

Position o£ 


Bee Plan, 
p. 38. 


PONSONBYS GAVALBY BBIGADB, 


69 

Koyal Dbagooxs 

ISTo. 4 is the extent o£ the successful charge made by Extent of 
about nine hundred swords, which cost the Enemy, Ea^Tof lOoth 
independent of killed, nearly 2,000 prisoners and two Fr^ch Eegt. 
Eagles, the bearer of one of which, the 105th, was run 3oo®y^ds“*eft 
through the body by me somewhere about the letter E. I 
commanded the centre Squadron. The other Eagle was Saimo^and 
taken by Sergeant Ewart, of the Greys. ® 

-vT r • > n ■ ^ 

jNio. 5 IS the small wood to which the Brigade retired to "Wavro Road, 
re-form^ and where it continued until about half-past three 
p.m.^ where it was ordered to move to the left [? right] of 
the Brussels road to No. 6^ from where it advanced to 
No. within fifty or a hundred yards of which it remained 
until the General Advance at seven o^clock. 

I have, &e., 

A. E. Clirk Kennedy, 

Lieutenant-Colonel 7th Dragoon Guards, 

Late Captain Boyal Dragoons. 

FROM THE SAME. 

Leeds Barracks^ June No. 36 , 

In reply to yours of the 9th, received a few days ago ^i^orandum 
I have endeavoured to give as correct answers as I possibly Y^aterloo. 
can to your questions, though I am afraid any information 
I can give will be of little service to you. 

Do not consider it conceit on my part, but I cannot, as Importance 
an individual concerned, think that justice has been done 
to that charge, and I ask you as an OflSeer of experience 
how long the British Army could have held its position if 
the Count D^Erlon'^s Corps had been able to occupy the 
ridge that the head of their Columns had 

I may be in error, but I cannot help thinking it the Thinks it tlio 
most critical moment of the day* But we had lost our ^omemtor^ 
General, there was no one to speak for us, and the Duke the 
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did not see the charge himself, his hands being at that 
time quite full enough, I belleye, on the right centre. 

• • * . « • • , . ® 

Yours truly, 

■ ■ A.- K. Claek Kenneby, ;■ 
Lieutenant-Colonel 7th Dragoon Guards. 

ist Oliarge. Memorandum — Royal Dragoons at Waterloo. 

Until within about a quarter of an hour of the charge 
of General Ponsonby^s Brigade on the Count D^Erlon^s 
Corps, the Brigade had been standing in line in the hollow 
behind La Haye Sainte, with their right about 250 yards 
on the left of the Brussels road. 

The cannon shot that passed over the crest of the ridge 
beginning to fall pretty fast, the Brigade 'was advanced 
slowly towards the ridge by the Ti'oops wheeling to the 
left, and taking ground to the right by the flank march of 
Threes. 

On arriving very near the top of the ridge the Column 
fronted, and halted for pei*haps four or five minutes. 

Lord Angle- The Marquis of Anglesey came up at speed (appar- 
EoySsand^^^ ently from the Household Brigade on the right), wheeled 
the Royals and Inniskillings into line, and ordered them to 
Eoyals and oharge, the Greys forming a second line in support. 
InnisMllings At this moment many of the Artillery (I believe all) 
GreyT^^sup- ordered to leave, or did leave, their Guns, which were 

port. stationed behind the hedges, and they passed through the 

intervals of our Squadrons. The Infantry that, I pre- 
sume, "had previously lined the hedges, were wheeled by 
Sections to their left, and were firing on the lefi^ flanh of 
fired on the the French Column, the head of which had at this time 
header wMch hedges uncJiecJced, as far as I could perceive, and 

had passed were advancing rapidly. From the nature of the ground 
we did not see each other until we were very close, perhaps 
road. eighty or ninety yards. The head of the Column appeared 

to be seized with a panic, gave us a fire which brought 
down about twenty men, went instantly about and en- 
deavoured to regain the opposite side of the hedges ; but 
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we were upon and amongst them before this could be The Royals 
effected^ the whole Column getting into one dense mass, SrcSimn is 
the men between the advancing and retiring parts getting 
so jammed together that the men could not bring down 
their arms, or use them effectively, and we had nothing 
to do but to continue to press them down the slope, the 
right Squadron of the Royals naturally outflanking them, 
as the centre one (which I commanded) also did to a 
certain degree. 

We continued to press on, and went a little further Carried too 
than we ought to have done, perhaps, getting under the 
fire of fresh troops stationed on the opposite height, and 
losing a good many men. 

About half-way between the two positions we en- 
deavoured to collect our Squadrons as well as we could ; 
but we were so much scattered that few could be got to- 
gether, and with these few we retired slowly towards our 
own position, under a pretty severe fire, driving as many 
Prisoners before us as we could, 

No Cavalry was opposed to that part of the No Cavalry 
Brigade with which I was ; but I was told that the 
left suffered greatly when retiring from an attack of Brigade, 
Lancers. 

Our Infantry, which we had passed at the hedge, now Support of 
proved of essential service to us. They had formed small Manky, 
bodies or squares following in the rear of the charge, and 
not only checked pursuit, but without their support and 
assistance I am satisfied we should not have got back so 
well as we did, and certainly we could not have secured 
one-half of the Prisoners taken in the charge. Many who 
had surrendered effected their escape, yet above E,000 were 
secured and sent to the rear. 

The Erench on this occasion behaved very ill, many of 
our soldiers falling from the fire of men who had soldiers, 
surrendered, and whose lives had been spared only a few 
minutes before. I had a narrow escape myself. One of 
these men put his musket close to my head and fired, a 
sudden turn of the head saving my life, the ball taking off 
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the tip of my nose instead of passing through the head, as 

was kindly intended. . 

But to reply to your questions as well as, at tins dis- 
tance of timey I can. 

Tlie heads of the French Columns, which appeared to 
me to he nearly close together, had no appearance of having 
been repulsed or seriously cIiecJmL On the contrary, as 
mentioned before, they had forced their way through our 
The heads of 11 %^ — the heads of the Columns were on the jBi ussels side 
Ite^oLTe' of the double hedge. There was no British Infantry in the 
Brussels side immediate front that I saw, and the line that had been, 
oHhemwe I ay ^ot see it until the 

moment of charging) was wheeled by sections or divisions 
to the left, and was firing on the left flank of the left 
Column as it advanced. 

Critical result la fact, the crest of the height had been gained ^ and the 
of the Charge. Cavalry at the critical moment recovered it. 

Had the charge been delayed two or three minutes, I feel 
satisfied it would probably have failed, and you, I daresay, 
are well aware there were no Infantry in reserve behiud 
that part of the position, though there were on the 
Brussels road. 

The pause after wheeling into line did not exceed a few 
seconds. The left of my Squadron (the centre one) being 
already in front of part of the Enemy^s left Column, I 
brought it more so, and clear of our own Infantry, by 
inclining a little to the left. How the others got on I 
cannot say. I came in contact with the head of the 
Column on the Brussels side of the hedges as it was going 
about, after having given us a destructive fire at a distance 
Hoprepara- of perhaps fifty yards. No preparation appeared to be 
tw^ench to receive Cavalry, nor do I think there could have 

receive been, as there was not above a hundred yards to go over 

Cavalry. after we saw each other. 

The line was quickly lost where 1 was, the two 
Squadrons (I can only speak of the 1st and Snd) 
endeavouring to keep collected to their own centres as 
much as possible, and getting round the Column as it 
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Royal Dbagoons. 
tlie 


retired gradually; iiielining a<.nd gaining ground to 
front and left. 

I can give no account of the 3rd Sq[iiadron. I rather 
think it charged the front near the Enemy^s right; which 
must naturally have brought it and the Inniskilling 
Dragoons round the opposite flank to where I was. 

The charge took place on the crest ^ not on the slope oi 
the ridgC; though it was followed up to the hollow ground 
between the two positions. 

The Greys (2nd line) must have charged immediately 
after the 1st line; at least; they were up and mixed with 
the Royals long before we got half-way down the slope. 
No Cavalry checked the right flank of the Brigade. It 
retired from exhaustion; and from getting under the fire 
of fresh troops on the opposite ridge. It was not attacked 
in retiring'; only fired upon. The left of the Brigade; I 
understood; was followed and suffered severely from a body 
of LancerS; but I did not see it. 

Sir John Vandeleur^s Brigade of Light Cavalry; which 
had been stationed more to the left of the LinC; and under 
the ridge, moved to the right; advanced; and took up a 
position about one hundred and fifty or two hundred yards 
on the Brussels side of the double hedge. We retired 
behind them; re-formed in two Squadrons (Lieut. -Colonel 
Dorville and myself); and remained dismounted near a 
small wood in rear of the position until about three o^ clock 
or half -past; when we were ordered to the right of the 
Brussels road; and placed in line on the crest of the position 
in rear of and rather to the left of the large Square of 
Foreign Infantry in which the Prince of Orange was 
wounded. 

This was the most trying duty of the day. The 
Brigade; with the exception of two or three advances to 
cheek the Enemy^s movements; and to encourage the 
Belgic^ Square to keep together; being the greater part of 

^ See note, p. 68. 
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the next three hours perfectly datiomry^ and suffering 
severely from grape and musketry. 

At the time I left the field; a little before seven (having 
Bedacedto received a second wound), the Regiment was reduced to one 
at Squadron, and we had sent out a few skirmishers to meet 

the day. those of the Enemy, more for the purpose of oecupying the 
men than from any good they could do. At this time the 
Household Brigade was in line a little to our right, and 
about one hundred and fifty yards more retired from the 
front than we were. 

Of the glorious Advance which took place almost 
immediately after I was obliged to leave the field, I, of 
course, know nothing. 

A. K. Clabk Kennedy, 

Lieut.-Colonel, &c. 


FROM THE SAME. 

LeedSi July lUh, 1839. 

# • • • • . . 

I also met Lieut.-Colonel Phipps, then a Captain com- 
manding a half of the right Squadron of the Royals. He 
assures me that the right Squadron (commanded by Lieut.- 
Colonel Dorville) passed through the 82nd Regiment. 
He had some conversation with an Officer of that Corps 
(Major Haynes), and was some time with them, his 
horse having been killed at the hedge where the other 
Captain (Windsor) and several men and horses fell. 

If the Greys did not form a supporting line, which 
it now appears to be almost certain they did not, they 
ought to have done so. Colonel Phipps was close to the 
Marquis of Anglesey when he ordered the Brigade to 
wheel into line, and he heard him distinctly say, The 
Royals and Inniskillings will charge, the Greys support/** 

Sir William Ponsonby was in front of the Inniskillings. 
I also saw Lieut.-Colonel Wyndham (then a Cornet) [in 
the Greys] in town. He tells me he does not think they 
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Royal Bragookj^® 

e^er formed a second line^ but that they may have 
doubled a little behind the Innistillings in the advance, 
on account of the nature of the ground. I confess that, 
until after reading your last notes, I never had a doubt 
on the subject. 

, • • • • « ' 

I did not see the Eagle and Colour (for there were Capture of 
two Colours, but only one with an Eagle) until we had 
been probably five or six minutes engaged. It must, I FrencliRegi- 
should think, have been originally about the centre of 
the Column, and got uncovered from the change of 
direction. When I first saw it, it was perhaps about 
forty yards to my left and a little in my front. The 
Officer who carried it and his companions were moving Towards sits 

in the direction. O, with their backs towards me, and 

. • . * ^ P* 

endeavouring to force their way into the crowd. 

I gave the order to my Squadron, Right shoulders 
forward, attack the Colour/'’ leading direct on the point 
myself. On reaching it, I ran my sword into the OflBcer^s 
right side a little above the hip joint. He was a little 
to my left side, and he fell to that side with the Eagle 
across my horse'’s head. I tried to catch it with my 
left hand, but could only touch the fringe of the flag, 
and it is probable it would have fallen to the ground, 
had it not been prevented by the neck of Corporal 
Styles^ horse, who came up close on mj lef I at the instant, 
and against which it fell. Corporal Styles was Standard 
Coverer; his post was immediately behind me, and his 
duty to follow wherever I led. When I first saw the 
Eagle I gave the order, Right shoulders forward, attack 
the Colour,^'’ and on running the Officer through the body 
I called out twice together, Secure the Colour, secure 
the Colour, it belongs to me.'’^ This order was addressed 
to some men close to me, of whom Corporal Styles was 
one. On taking up the Eagle, I endeavoured to break 
the Eagle from off the pole with the intention of putting 
it into the breast of my coat ; but I could not break 
it. Corporal Styles said, Pray, sir, do not break iV^ on 
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I replied, Very well, carry it to tiae rear as fast as 
you can, it belongs to 

Wbat became of the other Colour without the Eagle I 

know not, but it is rather singular that I last autumn saw 

Saw a blue a dark blue silk flag with the wmrds 10 

AM)oteford cFInfmiterie de Ligm in goid letters upon it in the hall 

Purporting to at Abbotsford along with other military curiosities. How 

to it got there I could not learn, tlie present Sir Walter 

Scott telling me he had no knowledge of how it got 
ment. ” ■ . • i? 

into Ms late father^s possession, or where it came irom. 

Could this have been the very flag that was along with 

the Eagle, or was it only a camp colour ? The flag of the 

Eagle was red, white and blue; this all blue. 

Tbe Brigade Please to recollect that none of the Brigade tooh tJieif 

ards into the" Stcmilards into the Fields they were left at home by order. 
Md. 

Yours, &c., 

■ , A. K. Clark Kennedy, ■ 
Lieut.-Colonel 7th Dragoon Guards. 

EEOM THE SAME. 

No. 38. Xeedfe, 27m, 1839. 

Waterloo. Until yolir last, I had no idea that the attack of the 

i§t Charge. left French Column had been met and repulsed by part of 
Sir James KempUs Brigade before we gained the crest of 
pre\dously the ridge, or could see what was going on in front; and it 
ilempt’s^ is excusable, my mistaking in the momentary view I had 

Infantry. of our Infantry crossing the hedges in apparently great 

confusion (in returning from their successful attack for 
the purpose of re-forming) for an involuntary movement 
before an advancing Enemy, the head of one of whose 
Columns had gained the height on my immediate left. 

That at the time we wheeled into line our Infantry 
were in the act of crossing the hedges I am certain, 
hut whether they formed in rear of them, or immediately 
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ad vaiieed and re-formed ill fronts I eamiot say^ but tliere 
was a|)parently great confusion at the moment. 

The Brigade was most gallantly supported by the The Brigade 
Infantry^ both in advancing and in retiring, by mimeroiis the 
small squares or parties of from ten, to twenty, or thirty 
men each, who came down the slope of the hill after us. 

Several of those parties were Highlanders, but whether 
42nd, 79th, or 92nd, I cannot say, perhaps some of them 
all and other Eegiments, for as I mentioned in a former 
letter, troops of various descriptions got mingled together. 

One instance I can speak to, viz,, a small party of the Some of the 
King^s Dragoon Guards that had joined in the charge on 
the other side of the Brussels road, retired on the proper 
lefi of my Squadron, and regained the position along Royals, 
with it. Mistaking them for some of my own Regiment 
I called out to them, Royals form on me.-’^ The reply was, 

We are King’s Dragoon Guards, not Royals,*’'’ and they 
passed on. . . . . . ‘ . 

Yours, &e., * 

A. K. Clark Kennedy. 

FROM THE SAME. 

Leeds, October 1839. No. 39. 

I was speaking a short time ago to Mr. Hope, the Waterloo. 
Adjutant of the Leeds Recruiting District, who was a 
Subaltern in the 92nd Regiment at Waterloo, who 
me he never saw anything to equal the enthusiasm of both Hi^^nders. 
Corps when the Greys passed through the 92nd to charge 
—that they mutually cheered each other on— that the 92nd 
seemed half mad, and that it was with the greatest diffi- 
culty the Officers could preserve anything like order in the 
, ranks.'" 

With regard to the strength of the Brigade in the strength o£ 
field on the 18th of June, I have never calculated it at 
more than 950, or at the utmost 1,000 swords. The 


Scots Gbbys. 


jg WATERLOO LETTERS. 

Bxtmters mentioned in tlie 

include not only the Officers, but men, General Officers 
Orderlies hospital or Surgeons’ Orderly, camp kettle me , 
^.:»d they teay he 

as 120 or 130 at least in the three Corps, hu y 

probably a good many more. ^ ^ 

Yours, &c., 

A. K. Claek Kennedy. 
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The 2nd or Eoyal North British Dragoons- 
ScOTS Greys. 

LIETJT.-COLONEL 0. WYNDHAM. 

Lieutenant Scots Gbeys, 

Ballincollig,mhU A:prilor MaylSZQ.'l 

There is no doubt that before we wheeled into line we 
were in a hollow and had suffered from the Guns in ques- 
tion before we charged, and it was at this period (not in 
the charge, as your military correspondent . 

Sir T. Hankin fell off his horse. I saw him on this side ot 
the hedge taken to the rear, and three or four otheis 

besides of the men. ^ , 

I cannot have a doubt but what it was a Column on 
the other side the hedge in irregular order trjang to arrive 
at the hedge to command us, after the Higlilanders K 
fallen back a little; there must have , 

Trench opposed to this Brigade, or why did they fallback . 
l ean recollect the circumstance by having got my te 
wound a few yards on the other side of the hedge. e 
sabred a good many going down the hill; ^ is possibe 
that I may not be correct with regard to the distance from 
one Column to the other of the Trench, but I 
was not many minutes afterwards going into the second 
Square or Column I got shot through the foot and disabled. 
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Scots Greys. 

Crawford tells me after this they [tlie Greys] went ap Paymaster 
the high ground and took the Guns, somewhere about 20, OOTEeCscots 
and sabred the gunners and drivers, but could not bring Greys, 
away the Guns. The Lancers of the French, in open 
column, came close by me, and were evidently going in guns ; njiaWe 
pursuit of our wounded and dismounted men, but did not 
attack the small main body of our Eegiment. If we had French 
been supported here, many of our poor fellows would 
have been saved ; these Lancers diet much havoc, and at and dismount- 
Brussels, some weeks afterwards, I found many of our men 
with 10 and 12 lance wounds in them, and one man, Zoe&, 
had 17 or 18 about his person, and lived afterwards to 
tell the story. The prisoners I have mentioned which 
were taken came from both Columns from the hedge on- 
wards. 

I will now try, if possible, to help you in respect to 
the for such it appears at present. 

I cannot allow we supported the other two Eegiments, 
but here I think the mistake lies, and there was plenty 
of work, whichever way it was, cut out for everybody. 

We came from the hollow you speak of, the fire from 
the Enemy^s Guns becoming too warm. We moved up, 
and I think took ground to the left to get more under 
cover of the hill. This may account -for our being in 
some degree detached from the other two Eegiments. 

We afterwards wheeled into line and went, in not the most 
regular order, over and through the hedge in the best 
way we could, encountering at the same j^time] the French 
fellows who had formed themselves at the hedge, and gave 
their fire as we came up the hill. We had several 


Greys not in 
support. 


US 


killed and wounded at this moment from small shot, and 
our remark ever since that memorahle day was the extra- 
ordinary manner in which the hullets struck onr swords as 
we ascended. Colonel Hankin never crossed this ground, 
hut was left in the hollow and taken to a farm house 
nearly in front of which we bivouacked. 

In respect to the brushwood which you allude to, I 
am almost sure I saw it ou our left. The circumstance. 
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since yon have mentioned it, brings to my reeolleetion 

an uafortiiiiate Officer, I think of the Highlanders, who 
was brought down the hill to this very ground;, and was 
being carried in a blanket by five or six of his Regiment, 
when a shell eame and fell near them and destroyed nearly 
the whole [party]. I had before imagined it had been a 
garden instead of brushwood, but no doubt you are right. 
Some gun horses I saw in a difficulty near this spot at 
the same momei|jLt. 

I have often thought of the scene I witnessed in 
going to Brussels. What a droll model it would have 
made. The road was one varied scene from the time I left 
the village of Waterloo until I arrived at Brussels,* men, 
wmmen, and children were ridden over hy the runaway 
Belgians, and a few of our own people— baggage waggons. 
Guns, &e., lying in the middle of the road. 

I must say I was delighted with your Model in London, 
and I was always sorry my time was so short for viewing 
it ; it requires some hours to look it well through, but I 
was amused with an old Sergeant of the 12/th Lancers 
telling his story to some one of having gone down with his 
Regiment in the charge with the Greys. ^^And we took 
an Eagle ? There is an old saying to lie like a trooper,'^’^ 
but this is all fair game and helps to vary the oft told 
tale/^ , ■ ■ 

Yours, &c., 

C. Wyndham. 

FROM THE SAME. 

Newbridge Barracks^ March lUli [? 1839] . 

The Greys, and I believe the Brigade, were not 
engaged with the Cavalry beyond the Lancers cutting up 
our wounded stragglers, &a, and some who were rallying j 
but depend upon it there was no order of "" parade,'-’ or 
any dressing of "‘Hnes/^ Pile-mele -wo, went to work. 
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aDd from the cireunistance of our first, second, third, and 
fourth in command being hors de combat , rely upon it 
there was not the time for meditating who was to halt 
the Corps or Brigade. It was an affair of, you may almost 
say, a moment, but had its desired effect, though not 
according to Cocker or Hoyle. 

In the evening, as you know, we crossed the road 
to the right, and although very much exposed to fire, 
had to show front to the Enemy, and awe them by 
advancing and retiring ; and although there was a large 
body of French Cavalry in front, still they did not, 
fortunately iot 

Brevet-Major Cheney at night brought out of action 
four or five Officers, and under thirty men. It is a curious 
circumstance that we lost as many killed (nearly) as 
wounded, both in Officers and men. The Lancers did us as 
much mischief almost as the round shot and shell, as they 
got in our rear. We found men with ten and fifteen 
wounds, and one man had eighteen and alive at the time. 

Yours, &c., 

C, Wyndham. 

Extracts from accompanying Memorandum. 

No particular Regiment supported. The charge was a 
charge of the Regiments in line. 

The 92 nd Highlanders appeared to be giving way when 
the Greys came to the top of the hill where the hedge was 
situated. 

The 92nd Highlanders passed through the intervals of 
the Greys, and several went down the hill from the hedge 
with the Regiment, and it was at this moment when the 
92nd cheered the Greys, and cried, Scotland for ever ! 

I cannot say, but presume the 42nd Highlanders were 
in the same Brigade with the 92nd and 79th Regiments. 

In descending the hill, about three or four hundred 
yards from the hedge, the Greys came in contact with a 
2nd French Column or Square, regularly formed, the fire 

■■ Q , 
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from wHeli they received [and which] did great execution. 
The loss at this moment in men and horses was most 
severe. This Column was nearly destroyed;, and the re- 
mainder of ‘it were taken prisoners. 

The Eagle was taken from the leading French Column 
by the Greys, and sent to Brussels.* 

a Wynbham, 

Lieutenant-Colonel commanding 2nd Dragoons. 

PAYMASTEB W. CEAWFOBD, SCOTS GEEYS. 

OoKNET Scots Obeys. 

BalUncollig, June 1839. 

1 have no recollection of the Greys having been in 
support during any part of the charge made on the 
Columns of French Infantry alluded to in your note. I 
remember Lieutenant-Colonel Hankin^s going to the rear 
in consequence of his horse having fallen with him ; but 
this took place some time before we charged. In your plan 
which you have enclosed (and which I now return)^ in my 
opinion the Greys are placed correctly. I perfectly 
recollect the hollow from our having had two or three men 
and horses severely wounded by cannon shot, and in 
consequence of this^ of our having been ordered to advance 
a short distance so as to place us more under co ver, where 
we were for a short time;, and then ordered to charge (the 
French Columns which were causing our Infantry to retire), 
upon which we advanced direct ^ and not as a supporting 
body. 

As we advanced we were met by a number of the 
92nd Begimeut, who turned and ran into the charge with 
us, and during which I doiPt remember seeing either 
Boyals or Inniskillings in our front. 

^ The Eagle of the 45th French Eegiment was taken in the charge 
by Sergeant Ewart of the Greys. Unfortunately, I cannot find the letter 
giving the details. Early in the following j’^ear, Sergeant Ewart was 
appointed to an Bnsigacy in the 3rd Eoyal Vetemn Battalion. — ^E d. 
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I do not reeollect the patch of brushwood, nor do I 
remember the Guns which are said to have fired on us from 
the hedge ; but a most destructive fire was kept up, and 
from which we suffered most severely, both in Officers 
and men, and also horses. 

Yours, &c., 

W. CllAWFOllB. 


Inniskillengh, 


The 6th Inniseilling Dragoons. 


LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR JOSEPH STRATOH, 

C.B., K.O.H. 

KnoWaN- AT Waterloo as Lieut.-Colonel and Colonel J, Muter, 

Innskilling Dragoons. 

United Service Cluh, Londo7ii J'une 6tJi, 18Sd. IsTo. 43. 

Not wishing to trust to my own memory at this Waterloo, 
distance of time, and Colonel Madox being here, I sent for 1st Charge, 
him. His recollections are that the 2nd Brigade Heavy &’^“plan,p.38. 
Cavalry, composed of Royals, Greys, and Inniskillings, 
were in column, and wheeled into line ; that Sir William 
Ponsonby, about mid-day (we were on the slope of a hill), 
rode to the crest (La Haye Sainte), called to me to come 
to him ; that I returned to the Brigade, that Sir W, 

Ponsonby shortly afterwards touched or moved his hat; Signal for the 
and that I advanced the Brigade in line. Sir W, P. did . 

call me to the front, pointed to the hrench Columns, and p. 63. 
told me when he >saw the fit moment he would make the 
signal for advancing; and I confess to you that my 
impression was that Madox'^s reeolleetions of advancing in 
line were substantially correct. He commanded the right 
Squadron. 

I afterwards saw Lt.-Col. Linton, who says that we 
stood in column and wheeled into line ; that shortly the 
French Artillery annoyed our left, and that the Greys 
were moved to a second line, and that in the charge on 
the Coliimns of French Infantry the Greys were in 
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support. He I’eealled several incidents^ sucli as Lt.-Col. 
Haiikin o£ the Greys having fallen from his horse, the 
circumstance having been reported to me p my looking 
round, &c., a Trumpeter being killed, and I am almost in- 
dined to think the Greys were formed in a second line 
for a time; but whether afterwards brought up into line 
with the other two Regiments, or whether the Greys 
eontinued in support, I can hardly take upon me to say. 
Certain it is that the Royals and Inniskillings were in line, 
and in the fii'st, if there was a second. 

With deference, I should say that the military maxim 
of a support was more applieable to partial Cavalry charges 
than to the operations of a general Action, and therefore I 
should not be much swayed by the maxim in deciding 
whether the Greys were in support or in the first line. I 
have since seen Col. Madox, but he, being on the right, 
can fix nothing as to the Greys, who were on the left. 
He recollects the Artillery bearing on us before we 
advanced. I was in front of the centre Squadron of the 
Inniskillings, and had the conducting of the movement in 
advance by signal from Sir Wm. Ponsonby, so that the 
Royals and Inniskillings advanced simultaneously there 
can be no doubt. 

As to passing through the Infantry — part wheeled back 
to make room for the Cavalry — part passed through the 
intervals of Squadrons, and some, I fancy, got through 
rather irregularly. I recollect most distinctly the attack 
on a Column of Infantry by the Inniskillings. One 
circumstance I cannot forget — an Infantry French soldier 
on his knees, deliberately taking aim at the Adjutant of the 
Inniskillings, who was close to me, in the midst of one of 
the French Columns, and sending his bullet through his head. 

A Squadron of the Inniskillings was sent to the rear 
(Brussels, I believe) with the Prisoners ; but whether they 
took more prisoners than the other Regiments I cannot say. 
As to taking Eagles, much might be said. A Private 
(Penfold, I forget his Christian name), now living at 
Brighton, can give some strong proof on that head. 
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It may be proper to mention tliat Colonel Hamilton of 
the Greys stood above me^ but somehow^ neither Sir W. 
Ponsonby or myself adverted to it. 


IXNISKILILINGS. 


I have, &C.;, 

Joseph Stratok, 
Lieutenant-General • 

Sir William Ponsonby wa's killed after the charge 
through the Columns of French Infantry (I was close to 
him). Colonel Hamilton was seen in advance/and never 
afterwards heard of. I succeeded to the command of the 
Brigade, and continued in command of it till wounded, 
very near the termination of the Action ; about four or so 
in the afternoon we had moved to the of the road. 
About six I was wounded, and Sir Arthur Clifton had 
command of the Brigade, then Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Boyals. 

FROM THE SAME. 


I give 


U. 8, Chib, London, June 17 tJi, 1839. 
you my own recollections, and those of 
Lieutenant-Colonels Madox and Linton, in reply to the 
Queries contained in your letter of the 10th. 

The Inniskilliiigs came in contact with the French 
Columns of Infantry almost immediately after clearing 
the hedge and (I should call it) chemin creux. We all 
agree in thinking that the French Columns had nearly 
gained the crest — perhaps twenty to thirty yards down the 
slope. We think there were three French Columns. 

The French Column did not attempt to form square, 
nor was it, so far as we could judge, well prepared to repel 
an attack of Cavalry. Our impression is that, from the 
formation of the ground, the Cavalry was not aware what 
they were to attack, nor the Infantry aware of what was 
coming upon them. Sir William Ponsonby knew, and I 
knew, he having called me to the front j other individuals 
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inay also have known, but not the mass. I have always 
considered it a splendid illustration of the maxim that the 
attacks of Cavalry against Columns of Infantry should, he 
unforeseen and unexpected.*^ 

I could give an example, in the Peninsular War, of a 
similar result from the formation of the ground, as also of 
(opposite results where the Infantry saw, and prepared 
accordingly. 

Our recollections are that the Preneli skirmishers must 
have rejoined their Columns before, or at the moment 
of our clearing the hedge. We do not recollect seeing 
them. 

The right and centre Squadrons of the InnisMllings 
certainly came in contact with a French Column. • The 
left Squadron may have had to bring up its left shoulders 
to come on the flank of the Column, but I rather think 
the French Column extended as far as our left. 

Our left Squadron cut off (if I recollect) about 2,000 
Prisoners. 

I shall send your query to Lieutenant-Colonel Miller, 
and let you know, 

I am inclined to think that the Artillery by which our 
left was annoyed must have been placed on the opposite 
heights. We do not recollect coming on any Guns accom- 
panying the French Columns, nor do I think that the 
French Artillery got to the hedge. If there were any, 
they must have made off. 

We cannot , say that the Inniskillings were eheebed 
by any body of Cavalry in line, but rather think that, 
flushed by extraordinary success, they went on with so 

* Tke Cavalry, on reacliing the crest, or a moment before that, saw, 
from being a little raised on horseback, the solid Columns, and increasing 
their speed, attacked with great impetuosity, cheering by the three 
countries, England, Scotland, and Ireland. The French Infantry made 
good use of their musquets and fire, hut had no time to throw themselves 
into square ; any attempt to do so would, I think, have been frustrated 
by the momentum which the Cavalry had [gaxued] by plunging over the 
hedges, and their increased ardour by this time acquired 
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miieh impetuosity^ and suffered severely, both in pursuit 
«am] return, from Pel o tons, Clouds^ or small bodies of 
French Lancers. 

After charging through the Infantry, there was no line 
preserved— imperfect, at any rate. 




I have, &c., 

Joseph Steaton. 


LIEITL-COLOKEL P. S. MILLEB. 

Major and Lieut.-Colonel Innskillings. 


TO SIR JOSEPH STEATON. 


My bear Sir Joseph,- 


Badway, June lUJi, 1839. 


As I perceive the Royals and Greys have an Eagle on their 
Standards, &e., I think application should be made for the 
Inniskillings to be granted the same distinction, as I have 
always considered them as much entitled to it as either of 


Ko. 45. 


the other Regiments. 


When we took [up] our position on the 18th, the 
Royals were formed on the right, the Inniskillings on the 
left, the Grsj/s in reserve, mid. qo formed we charged, I 
commanded the lef^ Squadron, Madox the right, and 
Browne the centre. My Squadron was composed of 
Holbeck^’s and Douglas^ Troops. In charging the Erench 
Column I was bayoneted in two places slightly, and lost 
my horse. In returning to the rear I met Sergeant Small, 
who had lost his own horse, and was leading one which 
had belonged to a French Officer of Lancers, and on that I 
rode, with the Lancer appointments, for the rest of the 
day. I then found out Rickatts, got some sticking-plaster 
put on my bayonet wounds, and rejoined the Brigade- 
then reduced to three Squadrons, some having been 


Thinks the 
Inniskillings 
entitled to the 
distinction of 
an Eagle on 
their Stand- 
ards, as well 
as the Royals 
and (rreys. 


Inxiskillings. 
Assist. -Siir- 
Q^eon W. H. 
Rickatts, 
loniskillmgs. 


Wounded a 
third time. 


Story of 
Private Pen- 
fold taking an 
Eagle. 

Penn appears 
to have been 
a private or 
non-commis- 
sioned officer 
of the Innis- 
kiilings. — Ed, 


Lient. A. 
Hassard, 
InniskiilingSj 
wounded. 
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seat to Brussels with, prisoners — behind the little 
wood. 

From theaee;, after some time^ we were ordered to the 
right of the Genappe road^ moved np to the fronts and 
there I was again wounded, and left them under the com- 
mand of Madox, you commanding the Brigade. As to 
time I cannot pretend to any accuracy whatever. I should 
we charged about twelve — Ponsonby was killed at 
that time — that we moved towards the right about four, 
and that I left the field about five. I was wounded shortly 
before you, and, I believe, also before Lord Anglesey — but 
of that I am not certain. 

As to Penfold taking an Eagle, I only know what I 
heard at the time, that he took an Eagle which was by 
some means dropped or lost, and brought off by a man of 
the Greys or Royals. But Penn says that Penfold told 
him that after we charged he saw an Eagle, which he rode 
up and seized hold of; that the person who held it would 
not give it up, and that he dragged him by it for a con- 
siderable distance ; that the pole broke about the middle 
and Penfold carried it off; that immediately afterwards he 
saw Hassard engaged by himself, and went to his assist- 
ance, giving the Eagle to a young soldier of the Innis- 
killings, whose name Penn now forgets ; and that a 
Corporal of the Royals persuaded that young soldier to let 
him have it, and he carried it off, and Penn says he sate an 
Eagle broken as described going to Brussels with the 
prisoners. 


Believe, &c., 

P* S. Miller. 
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m 


Inxiskillinoh, 


hill on foot. 


iSVf?No. 17, 
p. 36. 

The Duke of 

RiehTnond’s 

exclamation. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Badway, June ISth, 1839. -KTa if! 

My DEAII Sia Joseph, — . xn j. -iu. 

You may remember that when we advanced, and the men Waterloo, 
began to fall from the fire of the Artillery, we dismounted istcaiarge. 
and marched up the hill on foot, and on reaching the top PP 

■we mounted, and I then perceived the emmj’s close 
Columns advancm^ -aea,r the hedge. 

On seeing us they hesitated, and were inclined to turn. 

A person in plain clothes, standing near the hedge close to 
the left of my Sq^uadron, cried out, “ Now’s your time,’ 
so over the hedge I went, and waited a moment or two for 
the men to collect, and then we were into the Column in a 
second. There it was I received my bayonet wounds, and 
lost my horse. From our scattered state in getting over 
the hedge, I do not conceive we should have made any 
impression on our opposing Column had they not been 
inclined to retire, and had they reached the hedge we 
could have done nothing with them. 

So you will perceive it was at the top of the hill that 

my Squadron camte in contact [with them] . They were in 

square when I first saw them. I saw no skirmishers. The 
Square fired at us very irregularly, after we got over the 
hedge. But they seemed altogether taken by surprise, and 
did not offer the resistance they ought to have done. And 
we did not stand long to be shot at. 

My Squadron certainly completely broke one Column, His Squadion 
and I always tinderstood, took a number of prisoners, and 
the Eagle which afterwards got into the possession of one Column, took 
of the other Regiments ; therefore it is, (I think it will be,) prisoners and 
very hard upon the Regiment if they are to remain the imEaglop). 

only one of the Brigade without the distinction. 

As I was on the left of our front line I heard no 
word of command, and only did what I saw done on my 
right until I got in sight of the Enemy. So I was rather 


Inniskillings. 


:8eti. General 
Plan, N'o. 1. 
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behind the rest of the line, when we advanced after 
mounting, and therefore might come more unexpectedly 
on the Enemy, and after the skirmishers had been called 
in. 

Believe, &c., 

F. S. Miller. 

Penn is not now with me, but keeps a public-house 
of mine, and has put up the Inniskilling Dragoon for 
his sign, which was before the Red Horse. 

I conceive there were three or more Columns or Squares 
charged by the Brigade, one by my Squadron, supported by 
the Greys. 

Dornbeug’s Cavalry Brigade. 

The 3rd (Light) Cavalry Brigade was composed 
of the 1st and 2nd Light Dragoons of the King’s 
German Legion, and of the 23rd Light Dragoons. 
It was commanded by Major-General William 
Dornberg. 

On the 17th, the 1st and 2nd Light Dragoons 
formed part of the right Column of Cavalry in 
the retreat, whilst the 23rd was with the centre 
Column, which passed by the road through the 
town of Genappe. After acting as a support to 
the 1st Life Guards during their charge at 
Genappe, it became the last Regiment in the rear 
guard, and continued so during the remainder of 
the retreat. 

At Waterloo the Brigade was first posted in 
rear of Sir Colin Halkett’s Infantry in the Allied 
right centre, and was engaged during the day 
in several successful combats with the French 
Cavalry attacking that part of the line. 
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At the time of the advance of the second 
Column of the Imperial Guard, a Squadron of the 
33rd Light Dragoons, under Lieut. J. Banner 
(Captain P. Z. Cox having just been disabled) 
charged and overcame the Cuirassiers, which were 
annoying the British Batteries, pursuing them 
round the rear of the Column, until checked by the General 
fire of French Infantry. The 2nd Light Dragoons 
of the German Legion also greatly distinguished 
itself. 

The letters are solely from the 23rd Light 
Dragoons. 

No. 47 refers to the march on Quatre Bras, and 
to the retreat on 17th June, the remaining letters 
to Waterloo. 

23rd Light Dragoons, 

BREVET-MAJOR J. BANNER, 93RD 
HIGHLANDERS. 

Lieutenant 23rd Light Dragoons. 

LalcejieU Eouse, Bawheshead, Laneashwey 47. 

April IMlh 1837. 

. Severe domestic affliction, which I have experienced 
since I had the pleasure of seeing you, must plead my 
excuse for not having sooner forwarded to you the enclosed 
Memorandum of my remembrances of the 16th and 17th 

of June, 1815. • • • ■ 

I am sorry I cannot lay my hands upon some papers, 

containing a few particulars of the Campaign, and an old 

map of the Netherlands, wherein I had marked all the 
marches performed hy the 23rd Dragoons in that country, 
with the cantonments which they occupied there, conse- 
ouently I cannot positively name the places in the enclosed 


23iid Light Dhagooxh. 

statement, 
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16tli June. 


Britisli troops 
directed to 
concentrate 
on Qiiatre 
Bras, 


March to 
Qiiatre Bras. 


The 23rd 
passed 
through 
iSTivelies. 

Enthusiasm of 
the inhabit- 
ants. ' 


But Gonicke or some suck name was the village 
at which m j Troop was stationed when ordered to march 
upon Qiiatre Bras ; it was about seven miles from Brussels. 

I am; &c.; 

John Banner. 

Memorandum. 

On the morning of the 16th of June; 1815; at two 
o’clock; the different detachments of the 23rd Light 
DragoonS; that were in cantonments about seven miles 
from Brussels; received orders to assemble at the Head 
Quarters of the Regiment with all possible haste; for the 
purpose of proceeding to Quatre BraS; where the British 
troops were directed to concentrate; intelligence having 
been received that the outposts of the Allied Army had been 
attacked; and were forced to fall back; and that Napoleon 
with the French Arn>y was advancing upon that point. 

The 23rd Light Dragoons being collected moved off 
from its headquarters shortly after daybreak; and on its 
march came up with several Dragoon Corps ; the 13th 
Light Dragoons was the Regiment immediately in its 
front. 

When we arrived within a few miles of Nivelles a 
brisk cannonading was plainly heard; which indicated that 
a general engagement was going on ; the Cavalry had to 
proceed through bad roads; which retarded their progress 
exceedingly; but they trotted whenever the road admitted 
of their moving at that paeC; and pressed forward with the 
greatest alacrity to participate in the glories of the Field of 
Action. 

On reaching Nivelles it was in the greatest possible 
state of excitation and confusion; the inhabitants from 
distant parts of the neighbourhood having come there for 
security ; every house was filled with ladies and well- 
dressed femaleS; who crowded to the windows; waved their 
handkerchiefs; and cheered the troops as they passed along 
the streets; in the most enthusiastic manner ; the spectacle 
was encouraging beyond description. 

Never was a sight more touching than that on ap- 
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proaching nearer to the Field of Battle. The road sides 
close to Guatre Bras were covered with the slain ^ and a vast 
ixumher of gallant fellows in their last moments of agony. 

The British Cavalry having a long march from their Cavalry reacli 
cantonments did not reach Quatre Bras until near six 
o’clock in the afternoon of the 16th June^ about the close 
of the Action* The 23rd Light Dragoons was one of the 
first Regiments that arrived ; it took up its position on the 
rising ground to the right of the Namur road at the 
entrance to the Field of Action from Nivelles. Almostim- 
mediately on the 23rd entering the field, a reconnoitring 
party, under the charge of an Officer, was despatched across 
a large plain of high standing corn close to the edge of an See plaa 'Nq, 2 
extensive wood to watch and ascertain the movements 
of the main body of the Enemy, which was lying behind it. 

From six o^elock (the hour about which the Cavalry 
joined or came up) the firing gradually diminished until 
nine o’clock, when it altogether ceased at Guafcre Bras, 
but towards Ligny, where the Prussians were engaged, the 
cannonading continued until 10 o^clock. The 28rcl Light 
Dragoons furnished a strong piequet that night, under the 
command of Lieut. Banner, which was posted on the slop- 
ing ground to the right of the Namur road, opposite to and 
not far distant from the wood near the entrance of the 
Field of Battle. Colonel the Earl of Portarlington was the 
I'ield Officer on duty, and Captain Dance was the Captain of 
the day. The night passed off quietly, nothing material 
taking place in the immediate vicinity of Quatre Bras until 
10 o’clock, when a most tremendous cheering, which con- Atten p.m, 
tinned for several minutes, was heard towards the right of n>r 

the French position, and which was supposed to be the 
Enemy’s demonstration of joy for the fancied victory they 
had obtained in the hard fought Battle of Quatre Bras, but 

in the morning it was ascertained that the acclamations and 

shouts of joy were proclaiming the decisive advantage they 
had gained over the Prussians at Ligny, in forcing them 

to abandon .their .position. The Setrefit 

The Enemy did not renew the attack at Quatre Bras on ilth. June. 
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The Cavalry 
ahoat two 
p.m, 


23rd Light Dragoons, 

tlie next morning/ nor was any attempt made to disturb 
tbe troops while they remained in that position. When 
the Duke o£ Wellington received on the morning of 
June 17th intelligence of Marshal Blucher’s defeat, and 
that the Prussian Army was retmng, the British and 
Belgian troops were immediately put in motion and 
The Infantry ordered to fall back upon Waterloo. The Infantry com- 
terSmat menced moving from Quatre Bras early in the morning, 
early. and the Cavalry, ordered to protect the retreat, remained 

in that position until the rest of the Army had proceeded 
some distance to the rear. The Cavalry began its march 
The Cavalry about two o^clock in the afternoon, when the Enemy 
ahmit two immediately afterwards emerged from the woods and 
pursued the Allied rear guard with the greatest enthu- 
siasm. The rear guard had not marched half a mile from 
Quatre Bras when it was overtaken by a storm of thunder 
and rain, the latter falling in such abundance that it 
rendered the roads and ground over which the troops 
retreated scarcely passable. 

Defile of There being only one street by which the Army could 

Grenappe through Genappe, the progress of the troops was 

consequently retarded at that village, and during this 
stoppage some of the Cavalry Regiments moved a short 
distance to the right of the entrance to Genappe to be 
ready to form and meet any attack that the French 
advance guard, which was rapidly approaching, might 
make upon our Columns while they were delayed at this 
defile, but all our troops entered Genappe before the 
French came np. 

The Artillery which accompanied the French advance 
guard to Genappe was immediately planted at the left 
side of the town on the bank of the river which passes 
through it, from which station the Enemy opened a heavy 
and incessant fire upon our Cavalry when ascending from 
Genappe, by which they were exceedingly galled and 
sustained some loss ; our Artillery being all at the period 
considerably in front, we were without a cannon to return 
a shot. The Enemy^s Cavalry, having entei^ed Genappe, 


Defile of 
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7 th Hussurti 
ordered to 
charge the 
advancing 
French 
Cavalry. 
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began to press upon our rear guard, the last division of 
which had scarcely quitted the town when the Earl of 
Uxbridge came to the rear to reconnoitre, and placing 
himself upon the elevated ground on the right of the road 
leading from Genappe, perceiving the boldness of the 
French, directed the 7 th Hussars to charge in order to 
cheek their advance ; the 7 th Hussars, being animated by 
the preseme of their Colonel^ rushed on the Enemy with 
the greatest spirit and intrepidity, and drove the French 
advanced divisions back into the street of Genappe upon the 
main body of their Cavalry which occupied the town, where 
a most obstinate conflict commenced, each party fighting 
with the utmost desperation. The French, being backed 
by a long dense Column of Cavalry flanked by the houses 
on each side of the street, were enabled to make a most 
formidable resistance ; notwithstanding this numerical 
superiority, it was only when menaced by such a heavy 
force pressing forward that the 7th Hussars were obliged 
to retire, but although they fell back the fault did not lie 
with them, nor was it in consequence of the lightness of 
their horses, as has been insinuated. The conduct of this 
Corps on this occasion was heroic in the extreme ; their 
spirit and ardour was universally admired and acknow- 
ledged by all who witnessed the gallant affair. The French 
became exceedingly elated in thus having repulsed the 
7th Hussars in this, the first attack made by the British 
Cavalry. 

Immediately on the 7th Hussars falling back the whole 
French Column raised the war cry and rent the air with 
shouts of Efi avant ! En avant / and evinced the greatest 
impatience to follow up this momentary advantage, and 
attack us in return at this favourable moment when a 
great many of our Columns in the rear were experiencing 
considerable annoyance from the well-directed and effective 
fire from the Enemy^s Guns on the bank of the river. The 
French Cavalry being thus emboldened, several divisions 
pressed on rapidly with a view to fall upon our rear guard. 

The 23rd Light Dragoons being then the Regiment next 


7 th obliged to 
retire. 


Enthusiasm of 
the French. 
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The 23 rd to tbe Enemy, were halted and ready to receive tnem, bu 

i'oMsS'ttie the Earl of Uxbridge, desirous to afford the 1st Regiment 
r«ii, nearest Life Guards, which was immediately in front of the 
th?aiemy° 23rd Dragoons, an opportunity of charging, directed that 
Open ontto Corps to he brought back ; the 33rd Dragoons opened out 
to prmit them to pass. _ 

to pass. During the interval of time which had elapsed between 

the attack made by the 7 th Hussars and the Life Guards 
coming from the front and forming in the rear, the French 
had debouched from Genappe, and when their leading 
divisions had ascended a little more than half way up the 
hill, the Life Guards were ordered to charge, and this 
C4aUant charge was perhaps one of the most effective ever made 

charge of 1st by any troops. Although the French sustained the attack 
Life Guards. firmness, they were quite unable to stand their ground 

in such a situation, advancing up the hill against the 
flower of the British Cavalry. 

The French were overthrown with great slaughter, and 
were literally rode down in such a manner that the road 
was covered with men and horses scattered and sprawling 
in all directions down to the main body of the Enemy's 
advance guard. 

After the The 23rd Dragoons supported the Life Guards on this 

occasion, and after this successful and most brilliant 
the rearmost charge, the 23rd Dragoons became again the last Regiment 
for’the restof in the rear guard, and continued so during the rest of the 
the Reb-eat. retreat, and while it was proceeding leisurely along the 
road near the summit of the hill, not far from a house that 
was on the left-hand side of the pave, this part of the road 
being much exposed to the Enemy's fire, a Staff Officer 
who was passing called out to . Colonel the Earl of 
Portarlington, who commanded the 23rd Dragoons, to 

trot and push forward, but his Lordship, with his usual 

froid, gave the word of command in the most emphatic 
manner for his Regiment to walk, and replied, that ‘‘ the 
23rd Dragoons should never trot before an enemy," the 

French advance guard being at the time only a very short 

distance off. 
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From, this period until the 2Srd Dragoons entered 
on the position at Waterloo it was not much harassed ; 
the Enemy merelj pressed on twice or three [times] ^ and 
made preparations to attack, but never carried their 
intentions into effect. The last time when their advance 
guard showed any serious disposition of doing so was in 
the hollow before reaching La Haye Sainte, when the 
£3rd Dragoons formed in line on the ground on the left- 
hand side of the road to did them an affectionate good- 
night, but they would not come on to receive the proffered 
salutations. Daring this last ceremony the Guns from the 
position at Waterloo, and those which accompanied the 
French advance guard, were playing over the heads of the 


Cavalry. 
1815. 


Thus closed the proceedings of June l'7th, 
John Banneu, 

Major and Captain, 93rd Highlanders. 


FROM THE SAME. 

TO COL. D’ AGUILAR, DEPUTY ADJ.-GEX., DUBLIN. 


Deal Colonel D^Aguilae,- 


Boclidale, Bejpt 3rd, 1835. 


The '^3rd Dragoons, to which I had the honour of Waterloo, 
belonging, were posted towards the right of the British 
Line at the Battle of Waterloo, when Major Gutcliffe, 
having left the field wounded, between four and five o^cloek 
in the afternoon of that day, the command of the 
Regiment devolved upon Major Lautour, who received an 
order between five and six o^clock to send part of it towards 
the centre to the relief of a Brigade of Guns, which was 
considerably annoyed by the repeated charges of the 
French Cavalry, and in obedience with that order a 
Sqiiadrou to which I belonged was despatched, under the 
command of Capt. Cox, who was soon after obliged to 
leave the field in consequence of having been previously 
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severely stunned in a charge by his horse falling on 

hiiii. 

The French Cavalry that made the last effort to 
silence the Guns above-mentioned were repulsed and driven 
back by this Squadron of the 23rd Dragoons to a Square 
of French Infantry, which was formed considerably to the 
front, and behind which the French Cavalry took refuge. 
Pkn This Square opened a heavy fire on the 23rd Dragomis 

■Waterloo, on their retiring, and in consequence of their experiencing 
a similar annoyance on approaching the British line, they 
were induced to move to its flanks, which movement 
brought the greater part of this Squadron of the 23rd 
Dragoons along the front of Sir Hussey Vivian’s Brigade. 
After clearing the Brigade I re-formed the men belonging 
to the 23rd Dragoons, and proceeded in the direction of 
Sir Hussey’s Brigade, which had just before advanced, 
and on my coming up with the 18th Hussars on the 
summit of the French position, I went to the Honble. 
Col. Murray, who commanded that Corps, and informed 
him of my having brought up a division of the 28rd 
Dragoons which had been sepai'ated from its Squadron 
in a previous charge, and requested to he allowed to 
advance with his Kegiment, upon which he replied that 
he had no control over me. I therefore continued to 
march with the 18th Hussars until we halted to bivouac 
for the night, when Captain McNeill and Lieut. Dodwell, 
with a few men, reunited with my division. The other 
Officers of the Squadron were Cornet Blathwayte and, 
I believe. Cornet Hemmings. Cornet Blatlwayte was 
with my division. 

I am, &e., 

JOHH BaXNEE, 

Captain 93rd Highlanders- 
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23111) Lioht Bbagooss 

LIEUT.-OOLONEL R A. LATJTOUR, H. R 23rd 
LANCERS. 

Majou 23 rd Light Dhagoons, 

Boiilogne, Fehrucmj ^Sth, 1S36, No. 40. 

On the evening of the 17th of June the 23rd. Light 
Dragoons having formed part of the rear-guardj entered 
into position and bivouacked in a barley field Just in 
rear of the Nassau Brigade of Infantry^ the 1st and 
2nd German Light Dragoons having Joined us that 
evening, which composed our Brigade under the command 
of Major-General Baron Dornberg, Major-General Sir 
Colquhoun Grant^s Brigade being to our right. 

On the morning of the 18th the Brigade moved up Waterloo 
in column of Squadrons to the ridge of the position 
occupied by part of the Royal Horse Artillery, as a 
support to the Guns, one of the German Light Dragoon 
Regiments forming on our immediate left, and the other 
a little to our left rear; and in rear of our Brigade 
was formed a Regiment of Belgian Heavy Cavalry, 
where the Brigade remained dismounted until the French 
Lancers and Cuirassiers advanced to attack our Guns 
and the position we occupied, when the Brigade mounted, Repulse an 
and led by our gallant General Dornberg (who was French 
severely wounded in that charge), repulsed the Enemy CayiRry on 
with great loss, and when the 23rd Light Dragoons, 
animated and borne away by this success, pursued its 
advantage a little too far, crossed a very wide and deep 
ravine into which several of the rear rank horses fell, 
driving hack the Cuirassiers and Lancers on their own 
Guns, and throwing the French gunners into the greatest 
confusion. 

After re-forming the Regiment (LieuL-Colonel Cuteliffe 
having been severely wounded), I moved it up in advance 
of its first position, and to the support of the 33rd 

Regiment, commanded by Colonel William Elphinstone, 

■■■ ■ 


(ii'OTG liack 
the Enemy’s 
Cavalry. 
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which Eegiment was formed in square prepared to receive 
Led 'by Lord the French Cavalry. Immediately after that movement 
Scl and the 23rd Light Dragoons (the Marquis of Anglesey at their 
head) advanced again and drove back tlie l^nemy s 
Cavalry from their immediate front, and during which 
advance I found it necessary to move the Regiment to 
the right to give an opportunity to the Belgian Heavy 
Regiment of Dragoons in our rear to deploy (which I 
had reason to believe afterwards they did not do), and 
to prevent our being outflanked, as the Enemy were 
deploying at that moment a reserve to take us in flank, 

which by this movement was frustrated. 

The 23rd Light Dragoons in this charge forced the 
Enemy's Cavalry to abandon the eminence they had 
obtained a momentary possession of, and which they 
appeared very jealous of maintaining. From that period 
the Regiment remained on the eminence supporting the 
Infantry until about five or six o'clock in the evening, 
when, it being much weakened, I formed it on the left of the 
Household Brigade, commanded by Lord Edward Somerset, 
and where we remained until the evening [when the 
Enemy] on our right, led on by the Imperial Guards, 
advanced again to force the position occupied by the 
British, and in which they were successfully repulsed ; 
and it struck me, as well as I could judge from the 
immense smoke and confusion at that moment, that a 
part of the Imperial Guards were overthrown and driven 
back by the 52nd Light Infantry. 

It was almost immediately after that attack that 
the Marquis of Anglesey rode up to the Regiment, 
and requested me to let him have a troop-horse, his 
own being tired out or wounded, which request I imme- 
diately complied with by dismounting Sergeant-Major 
Stride, giving his Lordship the Sergeant-Major's mare, 
which his Lordship instantly ' mounted and galloped some 
Andis yards to our front on, when he met with his wound. 

imMdiately Rarceiving his Lordship to have fallen, and on galloping 
afterwards.^ up finding it proceeded from a severe and dangerous 


In the even- 
ing the 23rd 
is formed on 
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Lord Angle- 
sey obtains a 
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‘23iid Light I)iL\Goo>rs 
raeture^ I ordered a small party to assist in removing 
Ids Lordsliip from the ground, and reported the eir- 
cumstaiiee to Major-General Lord Edward Somerset. 

About, or just previous to this time, Major-Generals The 23rd 
Vandeleur’s and Sir Hussey Vivian's Brigades advanced, port to 
when the 23rd Light Dragoons forming a support to Vandeleur’s 
the former, advanced with it the remainder of the evening 
and bivouacked next to the 11th Light Dragoons on tlint 
night. ■ 

In this statement I have not troubled you with 
the details of the several affairs in which the 23rd 
Light Dragoons were specially engaged during this 
memorable day, but it is a duty which I owe to the 
Officers and men whom I had the honour on that occasion 
to command, to state that the charge which they made 
down into the ravine, to which I have alluded, and in 
several other charges which in the course of the day they 
made, especially in one in which they rode over a body of 
Erench Cuirassiers and Lancers, they displayed in a high 
degree the cool steadiness and determined bravery of British 
soldiers. 

I cannot conclude without naming a circumstance rela- Illness of its 
tive to the Earl of Portarlington, at that period the Earlofp^t- 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Regiment, which I feel it a arlington. 
justice due to his Lordship (as a more gallant Officer never 
existed) to state, and to account for his absence from the 
23rd Light Dragoons during that day, that in eonsequenee 
of his Lordship having been taken dangeroud^ ill with 
spasms and a violent bowel attack during the night of the 
i7th (when the Regiment slept on mud from the torrcBts 
of rain that fell), which obliged him to be removed from 
the ground very early on the morning of the 18th, and 
when he was conveyed to Brussels in a dangerous state; He comes up 
but having during the day recovered a little, and hearing and 
of the Action, he came up in the evening, and at the charges with 
moment the 18 th Hussars were charging, and advanced Hussars. His 
with them, and had his horse severely wounded under him 
in that charge, and which illness will account for his under him. 
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Light Deagooks, ^ 

Lordship not having been with the 23rcl Light Dragoons 
durinsT that day. 

I havey&c., 

P. A. LalwjiI; 

Lieutenant-Colonel H. P. £3rd Lancers. 


No. 50. 

Waterloo 
Yivian’s 
advance. 
Deatli of 
Major 

Howard, 10 th. 
Hussars. 

Sse No. 75, 
i:). 176. 


LIEDT.-COLOlSrEL H. GEOYE. 

Caetain and Bee-v'et-Majoe 23ed Light Deagoons. 

Tonlridge Wells, Jamiary Ml, 

I saw Vivian\s Brigade trot gently up in a Column of 
Divisions in the most perfect order, with Vivian, Thornhill, 
Keane, and others at the head. Poor Howard was in the 
rear, and we nodded to each other as they passed, within a 
few minutes of which he ’was killed — and a very fine, 
handsome fellow he was ; hut he evidently looked as if his 
time was come. 

Yours, &C .5 

H. GnovE. 


Vanbeleub’s Cavalry Brigade. 

The 4tli (Light) Cavalry Brigade consisted of 
the nth Light Dragoons, the 12th, or Prince of 
Wales’, Light Dragoons, and the 16th Light 
Dragoons. It was commanded by Major-General 
Sir John Vandelenr, K.O.B., up to the period of 
Lord Uxbridge being wounded in the e vening at 
Waterloo, when the latter was succeeded in the 
command of the Cavalry by Sir J. Vandelenr, and 
the command of the 4th Brigade devolved upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. Sleigh, of the 11th 
Light Dragoons. 

On the 17th June, Vandeleur’s Brigade (with 
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the exception of a detached Squadron of the 11th 
Light Dragoons) and Vivian’s forrued the left 
Column of Cavalry in the retreat. It was drawn 
up in rear of Vivian’s Brigade, and, on the latter 
being pressed by the Enemy, it crossed the 
Genappe river at the bridge of Thuy, so as to 
leave the passage open for Vivian. 

Hos. 52 and 55 formed part of a correspondence 
in which exception was taken by some OflBcers of 
the Brigade to the description given in the first 
edition of Captain Siborne’s History (Vol. I. p. 261 
and following), to the effect that Vivian expected 
that Vandeleur was to support him until pressed 
by the Enemy, and then let him retire through his 
(Vandeleur’s) Brigade, the latter taking the rear 
guard in its turn. 

The pursuit of the Enemy being checked at the 
river, the two Brigades retired without further 
molestation to the position at Waterloo. 

On the 18th, Vandeleur’s Brigade was posted 
in the morning on the left of the position behind 
the Wavre road, and in rear of the farms of Pape- 
lotte and Ter la Haye. 

At the time of the first attack on Picton’s Se«Piaii,p.38. 
Division, and of the charge of Ponsonby’s Brigade, 
Vandeleur’s was moved to the right to support the 
latter, but was delayed by the nature of the ground 
it had to pass over in coming up. The 12th 
Light Dragoons, the leading Regiment, charged 
down into the valley, and broke the only French 
Column remaining intact after Ponsonby’s charge. 

It then took in flank the French Lancers who 
were pursuing the remains of the Heavy Brigade. 


See General 
Plan, No* 2. 


See General 
Plan, No. 3. 
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The 16th, led by Yandeleur, also charged the 
Lancers, hut more in their front, the two Regi- 
ments driving them back to the foot of the valley. 
The 12th sustained heavy losses, and the Command- 
ing Officers of both Regiments were very severely 
wounded. The 11th had been kept in reserve on 
the brow of the hill. 

Later in the day, on the advance of the Prus- 
sians being ascertained, the Light Cavalry was 
moved from the left to the other side of the main 
road. Vandeleur’s Brigade was drawn up in rear 
of the Infantry Brigade of General Chassd’s Butch- 
Belgian Division, and by its attitude prevented the 
latter from quitting the field at the time of the 
final attack of the Imperial Guard. 

In the General Advance the Brigade moved 
forward to the left of Hougoumont, and encoun- 
tered further on a large Column of Infantry 
forming square to receive them, which they charged 
and broke. The 11th Light Dragoons captured 
the last Battery which kept up its fire in the 
French left wing. The 12th came upon the 
Regiment of Grenadiers a Cheval, which was in 
perfect order, not having been engaged all day, 
but were too weak, after their previous losses, to 
make an impression on it. 

Hos. 62, 55, 66, and 60 refer to the retreat on 
the 17th, No. 55 and all the remaining letters to 
Waterloo. 
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GEKEEAL SIE JOHN' YANDELEHE, G.C.B. 

Ma, TOE- General and K.C.B,, Commanding 4th Cayaley Brigade. 

MEMOBANDUM. JSfo date [/ October, 1836]. 

On the morning of June 18th^ Vandeleur’s Brigade; 
consisting of the 11th; 12th; and 16th Light DragoonS; 
was formed on the extreme left of the Infantry (Picton^s 
Division); being separated from the Infantry by a ravine; 
and having the village or hamlet of La Haye Sainte 
[La Hay e] two hundred or three hundred yards in its 
front; occupied by Germans. Vivian^s Brigade was 
formed on the left of Vandeleur’s Brigade. Observing 
that the Enemy^s shot reached uS; Vandeleur^s and (I 
believe) Vivian^s Brigades were ordered to retire behind 
the brow of the hill and dismount. 

About the time of commencing the Action; an order 
arrived from Lord Anglesey to Generals Vandelenr and 
Vivian to engage the Enemy whenever they could do so 
with advantage without waiting for orderS; and sub- 
sequently an order came from the .Duke or Lord Anglesey 
to close to the Infantry; which had left a vacancy hy 
closing to its right. 

These two orders were the only orders received previous 
to the first charge made by Vandeleur’s Brigade. 

This Brigade; upon receiving the order to close to the 
Infantry; passed the ravine in column with a small front. 
It was then seen that Sir William Ponsonby's Briga>de; 
after their most gallant charge; had been repulsed; and 
was retiring precipitately and in disorder upon the left of 
PietoiPs Division; of which it masked the fire. VaiideleuPs 
Brigade was brought forward as quickly as was consistent 
with order. The 11th Light Dragoons were ordered to 
be the reserve and remain on the hill, the 12th and 16th 
being in line; the 12th on the left. 

Sir William Ponsonby's Brigade; followed closely by the 
Enemy^s Lancers in column; were so near to the left of 
Picton’s Division; and to the right of VandeleuPs Brigade; 


No. 51. 

"Waterloo. 

Position of 
the Brigade 
at the com- 
mencemeTit of 
the Battle. 

See General 
Plan, No. 1. 


The Brigade 
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right, and 
Ponsonhy’s 
Brigade was 
seen retiring. 

1st Charge, 


The Brigade 
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Sir J. Vandsieur. t i 4. 41. „ 

that it was impossible to form a line perpendicular to the 

Enemy’s flank in order to charge him in flank perpen- 
dicularly without exposing the left of the Brigade to a 
flank attack by a part of the Enemy’s Column. 1 he two 

Eegiments were therefore ordered, Scpiadrons Big t a 

wheel, charge.” 

And drives The Enemy was driven back, and the two Eegiments 

back the ordered, previous to the charge, not^ to pass the 

Lancers. hollow ground in front. Sir Hussey Vivian s Brigade 
followed Vandeleur’s over the ravine, but could not arrive 
in time to cover the retreat of Sir V illiam. Ponsonby s 
Brigade. It fomed on the left of the ground from which 
The Brigade Vandeleur’s had charged. The pass across the ravine was 
ordered 'to the narrow and required some time to pass, which was the 
TtotrS- ' reason that Sir J. Vandeleur left the 11th in reserve. 
Hol^Lmont. After this the Infantry left a considerable _ space of 
It supports ’ ground vacant on the left by closing to the right, ^ and 

Vh-ian’s forming four deep, squares, &c., and Vandeleur’s Brigade 

topng'thr was ordered to the rear of the Infantry on the great road 
behind Hougoumont, where it remained till the Enemy 
It relieves made his last great effort, and was repulsed. It then sup- 

Viyian’s ported Vivian’s Brigade, which made several charges on 

cbargod’and the left of the retiring Enemy. Vandeleur’s Brigade then 

relieved ATvian’s Brigade, pursued, charged, and broke the 
fantiy which, last Infantry which preserved its order near La Belle 
Alliance. It was then quite dark and the troops remained 


The Brigade 


behind Hougoumont^ where it remained till the Enemy 
It relieves made his last great effort, and was repulsed. It then sup- 

Viyum’s ported Vivian’s Brigade, which made several charges on 

chargod’and the left of the retiring Enemy. Vandeleur’s Brigade then 
relieved ATvian’s Brigade, pursued, charged, and broke the 
fantiy which last Infantry which preserved its order near La Belle 
Alliance. It was then quite dark and the troops remained 
After this it on the ground. 

vas^so dark at the end of the last charge that the 

lision with the 1st German Hussars, coming up iu rear of Vaudeleui s 
Brigade, were mistaken for the Enemy till reconnoitred, 

nearly took which prevented any collision. 

pkice. 


It was so dark at the end of the last eharge that the 


which prevented any collision. 


No. 52. 

The .Retreat, 
on the 17th. 


FROM THE SAME. 

Bublin^ Nov. 1st i 12)4:^. 

I had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 23rd 
ult., and am perfectly satisfied with your proposal con- 
tained therein, viz., that the last declared opinion of the 
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. llTH Light DiiAGooxs. 

late Lord Vivian was that Sir J. Vandeleur had received 
no instructions to support his. Sir Hussey Vivian^s, 

Brigade on the 17th of May [June], and with“ the altera- 
tions you propose to insert, and which Colonel Childers 
approves of, namely, adding the following sentence;— 

Vivian not heing aware that Vandeleur had previously 
received orders to retire and leave the road clear for the 
retreat of the Cavalry in his front/^ 

I remain, &e., 

J, Vakbelbub. 


The 11th Light Dragoons. 

LIETJT.-GEK J. W. BLEIGH, C.B. 

Lieut. -Colonel Comkanding 11th Light Dragoons. 

BUrley House, 7iear Southampton, Nov. lltli, 1841. ISTo. 53. 
In aclvnowleclging the receipt of your letter of the 5th 
inst., received this morning, I shall be happy in replying* Waterloo. 

1st Charge. 


to yogr queries, so far as my. recollection will allow; the 
first as regards Sir John Vaiideleur^s Brigade covering the 
retreat of General Ponsonhy'’s after his attack on D'Erlon's 
Columns. The Brigade was formed that day, the 16th 
Dragoons on the right, 1 1th in the centre, the 12th on the 
left. When Sir John Vandeleur ordered it to advance I 
was directed to remain on the brow of the position as a 
support, the 12 til being the left Regiment of the whole line 
advanced by itself under Sir Frederick Ponsonby; the 
16th with Sir John Vandeleur at their head proceeded 
rather to the right, hut in going down closed on the 12th, 
and I am pretty sure some ot* the 16th charged with the 12th. 

The 16th, however, broke off to the right, leaving a 
considerable distance between the Corps, through which 
interval and the 11th Dragoons the chief part of the Greys 
retired^ excepting one Squadron under Colonel Cheney, 
which fell hack in very perfect order to the right of the 
16th Pragooiis. 

Withreference to the Belgian Cavalry, who joined in 
covering the retreat, there were some in the reat of our 
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Brigade, the 
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Brigade to the left^ a few o£ them went down following 
the 12th Dragoons; but I cannot saj I observed them to 
take any part in the atraek, nor would the ground admit 
of their doing so on the left^ as the 12th advanced close to 
the hedge from which they suffered the severe loss the 
Regiment sustained. 

With regard to the second query, the Brigade moved 
towards the close of the day to the right upon the crest 
of the position^, giving cover [? support] to some Belgian 
Brigades who “were in rear of (I think the Guards), and 
which timely support restored order to these troops, who 
were from the press made at that period upon this part of 
the position in some confusion and unsteady. 

The Duke came up and said, Tell them the Drench 
are retiring,^^ and I imagine from this [? time] gave the 
order for the General Advance. This is (as near as the 
distant period will allow of my stating) my observation on 
this part of the day. 


Intiie evening 
the Brigade 
was support- 
ing and 
encouraging 
Belgian 
Squares in 
rear of the 
Guards. 


The Duke 
came up and 
said, Tell 
■ them the 
French are 
retiring.” 


In the General 
Advance Yan- 
deleur’s Bri- 
gade was on 
the right. 

Took the kst 
French 
Battery and 
received the 
last fire. 


The 11 til and 
16th all but 
. in collision 
with tlie 1st 
German 
Hussars, 


Vandeleur^s Brigade in the Advance was the right of 
the whole, Sir Hussey Vivian’s being on our left. We 
took the last Battery, and received their last fire, which 
was given when the Brigade, then under my command^ 
was so close that I saw the Artillerymen fire their Guns ; 
fortunately the ground was undulating, and we only lost 
by the fire Lieutenant Phillips [? Phelips] of the llth 
Dragoons, and Hay of the 16th Dragoons. It was after 
this, when continuing our advance, that the 1st Hussars 
came up in the rear of the Brigade, and from its being 
nearly dark were all but in collision with the llth and 
16th, which Regiments, knowing there was a Brigade of 
Prench Cavaliy on our right, went Threes about, and were 
in the act of charging, when they recognised the 1st 
Hussars by knowing their cheer ; it was very dark, and the 
men knew of the French Brigade being behind them. 


I am, &e., 

J. W.' Sleigh. 
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1 iTH Light BmiiGOoNS* 

FEOM THE SAME. 

SMrley House, November 20^7^, 1841. 'Ho„ 54. 

Tlie statemeat given you by an officer of the I Waterloo, 
liavo no doubt is correct^ as I afterwards ascertamed we 
were close on Buonaparte when he was getting away. 

The Brigade of French Cavalry is the same as you Colonel Sir 
mention. It was poor Colonel Harvey who rode up and told Harvey I4tii 
me where they were^ but they never came down^ and I Light 
imagine must have gone to the rear on the road to DepT-ALtst. 

Charleroi, or the Regiment mentioned by the 12th officer Ui'tr.-Mastor 
» General, 

may have formed one of this Brigade. 

I am, &C,;, 

J, W, Sleigh. 

COLONEL M. CHILDERS. 

Cattain AND Bhevet-Majoh IIth Light Dragoons. 

FOEWAEDING AN EXTRACT FEOM A LETTER BY LIEUT. -GEN. SLEIGH. 

Floors Castle, Kelso, Sej^temher lSi:5. No. 55- 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your The Eetreat 
letter (with its enclosures) of the 25th inst. I do not 
know Major-General James Hay^s address, but I wrote to 
Lieutenant-General Sleigh. An extract from his letter I 
herewith send you 

"‘^Your letter of the 4th reached me this morning 
(September 10) ; in reply I will state, as well as my recol- 
lection permits, tbe cireumstances attending the paragraph 
in Captain Siborne’s History. 

^LPrevious to the two Brigades retiring, the 4th was Previous to 

formed in rear of the 6th some short distance, Mere- Vaniekur’s 

ceived instructions to send an Officer to ascertain where we Brigade was 

, m rear of, 

could cross the Genappe River, and to commence our retreat Vivian’s. 

as soon as this had been found. Before the Officers re- 
turned who had been sent from the two Brigades and 
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Moved off to Dyiieley’s Guns (I think), that tremendous rain commenced. 

over the nvor, We moved off, and gradually proceeded to the Bridge, 

but took up 
BO Bew" posi- 
tion till the 
Brigade had 
crotisod. 


Ordered to 
leave room for 
the Gmis and 
rear Brigade 
to pass. 


*Vaiideleiir’s 
the last Bri- 
gade that 
arrived at the 
■Waterloo 
position, . 


Yivian^s Brigade and the Guns following. We took up no 
new or commanding position until the Brigade had crossed. 
The 11th Dragoons was the leading Regiment when they 
broke into column to i>ass/and I fully remember Sir J. 
Vandeleur desiring me to form as soon as I could find an 
open spacc^ leaving the road clear for the Guns and rear 
Brigade. This was done;, and the 4th Brigade remained 
till Lord Vivian’s and the Guns had passed; and this is 
shown, I believe (if I recollect right), in Siborne’s state- 
ment, as it will be found we were the last Brigade that got 
to the final position ; then, if Sir J. Vandeleur had re- 
ceived instriietions to allow the rear Brigade to pass and 
relieve them, he did so the moment he could, and at the 
most material point.’’ 

This is the extract from Lieutenant-General Sleigh’s 
letter, and only shows how hopeless it is to expect (after 
such a lapse of time) an aeeount from those who were 
actors in what then took j)Iaee, in which ail should agree. 
For my own part I do not recollect even the Bridge to 
which the Lieutenant-General alludes. 


Waterloo. Colonel Tomlinson is kind enough, to say, respecting 

Sleigh and myself (he, S., was then Lieutenant- Colonel com- 
manding the 11th Dragoons), that we assisted in restoring 
order in a Belgian Square of Infantry which had commenced 
crumbling to pieces. I perfectly recollect the circumstance, 
for Colonel Sleigh was hit by a spent ball in the stomach 
at the moment, and I thought was killed. You may either 
mention it or not as you may think fit. It is not for me 
to publish or make mention of these matters. 

I have, &c., 

M. Childees. 

P.S.— I do not recollect any particular Regiment of 
French Cavalry more steady than the others, noi do I re* 
member the Grenadiers a Cheva], 
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11th Lwht Deagoons. 


LIEUT.-COLONEL J. A., SCHEEIBER. 

Captain 11th Light Bragoons, 


Melton, near Woodhridge, 

0€t2lsi,18m. 1NO./30 


On the evening of the 16th June I was ordered on 
Picket to Quatre Bras in command of a Squadron of the 
11th Dragoons^ and remained there till about one o^cloek 
p.m. on the 17th^ when I received an order to retire^ 
forming the rear-guard. This I did at a foot^s pace 
without the least molestation from the Enemy^s Cavalry, On 
arriving within about two miles (as near as I can recollect) 
of the town of Genappe^ I was directed to leave the high 
road to make room for the 7th Hussars^ I think by Lord 
Anglesey himself. On proceeding a short distance I 
discovered the 7th Hussars formed in close column of 
Divisions on the Chmmee, Having passed them I resumed 
my position on the high road; and retired quietly 
the town of Genappe, At about a quarter of a mile 
on the Brussels side of it the 7th Hussars passed us at 
speed; right and left of the road in all directions; having 
been evidently much harassed. 

I immediately halted and fronted; and when they were 
clear; charged and drove the French Cavalry back into the 
town of Genappe. We w^ere then oblig*ed to retire; which 
was perfected in good order, and I rejoined my Kegiment 
the same evening about nine o'^clock. 


Sent on picket 
evening of 
ICtli ut Qaatro 
Bras. 

Eetreat on 
17 th June. 


i7th retires 

through 

Gemippe. 


The account 
of this charge 
is contradict^ 
by Lord 
Anglesej^ Ed 

Bee ^ 0 . 4, 

p, 6. 


I have; &c.; 


J. A. ScHIlBlBER, 
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12th Light Dbagooss. 


No. 57. 

Waterloo. 

See Ocneinl 
Pkiij No. 1. 
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Vandeleur’s 
Bri<?ade. 


Brigade 
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Picton’s ■ 
Division. 

lat Charge. 


Danger in' 
which were 
Ponsonby’s 
Dragoons 
near the crest 
of French 
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12th and part 
of I6th charge 
the French 
Infantry. 

Lieut. W. 
Osten, 16 th 
Light 
Dragoons . 


The 12th, oe Peincb of Wales’, Light Dhagooks. 

MAJOR-GENERAL THE HON. SIR FREDERICK C. 

PONSONBY, K.G.B., G.C.M.G., K.C.H. 

Lieot. -Colonel ani> Colonel Commanding I 2th Light Dragoons. 

OuTzon Street, 183j3. 

The statement which you have sent me respecting 
the charges made hy Sir William Ponsonby's and a part of 
Sir J. Vandeleur^s Brigades at the Battle of Waterloo 
appear to me to be very correct. I will, however^ give you 
my own impression of these charges. 

General Vandeleur’s Brigade was bivouacked on a cross 
road in rear of General Picton’s Division on the night of 
the 17th. On the morning of the 18th it was directed to 
move about nine o^cloekto the extreme left of the position 
about three-quarters of a mile from the left of our Infantry 
(General Pack^s Brigade, I believe). Here it remained, in 
company with General Vivian'^s Brigade and a Battalion of 
Nassau Infantry till the Battle commenced, when it was 
ordered to close in and form near our Infantry. During 
this short movement the heavy rattling of musketry 
showed that a serious attack was in progress, and when my 
Regiment, the 12th, was formed on its new ground, I had 
a view of the plain between the two Armies, and of the 
whole of the French position. 

I saw considerable bodies of Frencb Infantry and 
Cavalry in some confusion in the plain, and a good many 
scattered Dragoons in red nearly on the crest of the 
French position. I felt that these were in the utmost 
peril unless some support was immediately afforded, and 
the l£th, accompanied by some of the 16th Dragoons, 
charged and penetrated a mass of unsteady Infantry on the 
plain below. I say some of the 16th, for I saw Baron 
Austen and Sergeant-Major Blood of that Regiment in the 
which took place. The confusion was very great in 


VANBMLBUWS OAVALEY BBIGABE, 


, 113 , 

' 12th Light Dbagdohs. 

the mSee, Sb body of French Lancers and Chasseurs had Frencli ■ 

, 1 . Lancers and 

entered into., the eon liiet. , . CLasseurs . . ,■ 

I endeavonred to draw off my Regiment^, but being ento mto the 
wounded and completely disabled, I soon fell to the ground Woundc-d and 
upon the crest of the French position, and in the near 
vicinity of some Guns which probably had been abandoned Prencli 
during the charge of General Ponsonby^s Brigade, as 
several men, I think of the Royals, were found in the same 
spot where I was picked up in the following morning. 

The French soon resumed the ground they had lost. I 
believe the ground on which I fell was the extreme right Fell about the 
of the French position, and it was occupied the remainder of Frmeh 
of the day by French Light Infantry. Some Squadrons position, 
of Prussian Cavalry passed over it late in the day. 

I cannot take upon myself to say who gave the order 
for the charge. There can be no question that it was well 
timed, and it must have been, if not by the order, at all 
events with the sanction of Sir J, Vandeleur. What part 
of the 16th charged I cannot say, hut some eertainl}^ did. 

If I may venture an opinion it would be that the 12th 
and a Squadron of the 16th charged, and that the 
remainder of the Brigade acted as a support to the charge. 

My personal adventures have nothing to do with the 
narrative, except as establishing the fact that some of the 
Royals, some of the 12th, and some of the 16th were cut 
down close to some Guns on the French position. 

The time of my charge was immediately after the Tbetimeof 
charge of General Ponsonby, which I suppose took place 
between 11 and 12, and the French troops in the plain immediately 

XT 1 i. £ XU j. ' £ XI after that of 

must have been a part oi those returning irom the un- 


successful attack on General Picton^'s position. 

I have said that a good many men fell on the crest of 
the French position. I know we ought not to have been 
there, and that we fell into the same error which we went 
down to correct, but I believe that this is an error almost 
inevitable after a successful charge, and it must always 
depend upon the steadiness of a good support to jmevent 
serious consequences. In a great battle the support is at 
I , 
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hand, and I am therefore firmly of opinion that although 
we sustained a greater loss than we should have done if our 
Squadrons had remained compact, the Enemy suffered a 
greater loss, was thrown into more confusion, and required 
more time to re-establish order, than if greater regularity 
had been preserved. 

You are at perfect liberty to make what use you please 
of this letter. The opinions may be erroneous, but I 
pledge my honour that the facts are correct. 

I have, &e., 

E, PONSONBY, 

M."General. 


MAJOR A. BAETOK, 12th ROYAL LAKCERS. 

Captaii? 12th Light Dragoons. 

1^0. 58. Birmingham, November 3rd, 1834. 

Waterloo. Major Barton, 12th Royal Lancers, presents his com- 

pliments to Mr. Siborne, and agreeable to his request, 
returns his plan of the Field of Waterloo, on which he 
has, to the best of his recollection, marked the two prin- 
cipal positions of the Regiment on the 18th of June. He 
has also enclosed a few recollections of that eventful day. 


To the rear of 
Papelotte. 

See General 
Plan, No, 1, 
Vandeleur’s 
Brigade. 


1st Charge. 


12tli attack 
the French 
Infantry. 


This was the first position taken up on the morning of 
the 18th of June. The Regiment was formed in close 
column of three Squadrons, left in front, in a field of peas 
or vetches in the left rear of the British line of Infantry, 
having in its immediate front the troops of Nassau. 

The left of our line being attacked by a strong 
Column of Infantry, commanded by General Durutte, the 
Regiment was ordered to advance by its Lieut. -Colonel 
the Hon. Fredk. Ponsonby, who, I believe, had orders 
to act diseretionally. We advanced unpereeived by the 
Enemy, and on passing the hedge-row, occupied by the 
Highlanders, immediately made a flank attack on the 
French Column. This attack was successful, and threw 
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tlie Enemy into disorder, who. retreated in the greatest ^^toppedbr 
confusion followed by the Regiment till we were stopped aiimnsof 
by their standing Columns of reserve on the opposite 

: _ ^ Opposite if 

Side or a ravine. of the valley. 

During the whole of this time an indiscriminate fire 
was kept up by the French Artillery on the Regiment as 
well as on their owni retreating Battalions. We were in 
considerable confusion, being mixed iip with the Eneroy^s 
broken Infantry, suffering at the same time from a heavy 
cannonade, and before we could regain the position for 
formation, we were charged by the 3rd and 4th French 
Lancers, who advanced from behind their own Columns of Lancors, this 
reserve. Prom this charge and the heavy fire to which heavy 

If* 1 OP 1 1 ' causing 

we had been before exposed we suffered great loss, having great loss, 
nearly one hundred killed and wminded ; amongst the 
latter was our gallant Lieut. -Colonel, who at the time 
was reported f^killecl.^^ 

This was our position at about 7 p.ra. We were at this The site 
time formed into two Squadrons, owing to the great loss 
the Regiment had sustained in its attack on Durutte^s of fheHoiiae 
Column. We were standing in a field of trampled corn, n^on^p^anfr" 
in the right rear o£ the rising ground held by the Guards, 
to which point Sir John Yandeleur^s Brigade had been roa4 after 
moved from the left of the line, as nearly as I can recollect, 

A tad been 

about five o^clock. movedtu- 

On the Brigade taking up its position, the Regiment the 

stood on the left, and in its immediate rear was a deep position, 
quarry or sandpit. I can call this eireumstanee more 
particularly to ray recollection from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stawell (then Captain) remarking the awkward position 
in which the Regiment stood in the event of a retrograde 
movement becoming necessary, and suggested we should 
take up a more advanced alignment, which was accordingly 
done; this consequently placed xis some distance in front 
of the Brigade. We had elevated ground in our front, 
from which the shot directed on the Guards ricocheted, 
passed over our heads, and took effect on the other 
Regiments of our Brigade; we were at this time so 
^ ' I , 
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close to tlie Enemy that some o£ our men were wounded 
■' grapev ^ 

Thr* Bi-igarle On the failure of the Enemy^s last attack the Brig-ade 
'utp'scone of *' advanced:, passing Over the ground on which the struggle 
t\w strug'«*k‘ bad taken place between the French and English Guards, 
Fivnch^ml The Scene here was terrific from the great number of killed 
British wounded. Bodies were lying so close to each other 

that our horses could scarcely advance without trampling 
on them^ and a great many were wounded in the fetlocks 
from the bayonets and other weapons that were scattered 
about on the field. 

It is impossible for me at this moment to state posi- 
tively on which side of Hougoumont the Regiment passed 
daring its advance, indeed^, I do not think any individual of 
the Regiment could at this day^ or even the day after the 
Battle^ decide the fact; such a scene of devastation and 
rout had never before been witnessed by any of us^ but I 
am disposed to think;, from our inclining towards our left 
AdvaTiced hy during the Advance^ that we must have left Hougoumont 
Houo'oumont. right. The Enemy was in full retreat;, and our 

General Brigade followed them, skirting the wood at the Observa- 
tovy close to 02cr 

The only attempt to make anything like a stand 
against us or interrupt our pursuit^ was made by a weed: 
Regiment of Infantry which halted and fired a few shots 
at us, after w^hich some of the men threw themselves down 
on their faces in the standing eoriL and others effected their 
escape into the wood on our right. At this time we saw to 
our left front, at no great distance, a strong Regiment of 
Mending the Cavalry, which Ave soon ascertained to be the Grenadiers a 
Clieval of the Imperial Guard; they were formed in a 
Ttdir HI per- dense close column, and appeared to take but little notice 

iec‘t order. i •» » 

of our advance, wdien opposite their flank they fired a few 
pistol or carbine shots. 

W e were some distance in front of our Brigade, and 
being too weak to make an impression [on them], they 
literally walked from the field in a most majestic manner, 

I had subsequently an opportunity of learning from a 
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Freneli Officer that this Regiment, as well as the Red 
Lancers of the Guard, was not in action during the day. 

I can only account for their steadiness in such a perilous 
situation, by ascribing it to a wish to cover their Infantry 
and Cavalry that were retreating in such great disorder, 
and by their perceiving that we had outmarched our Guns. 

The Brigade continued its pursuit of the Enemy still 
further, and when we were ordered to retire a short distance 
for the purpose of taking up our bivouac, rather an extra- 
ordinary circumstance occurred. While retiring we met 
the 1st Hussars, King's German Legion, advancing. "We Averted eol- 
mutually mistook each other for the Enemy, and were on the Biigado 
the point of attacking when the error (by which an Officer 
of our Brigade was slightly wounded) was discovered. K.G.L.’ 


The 16th Light Deagoons. 

MAJOR W. TOMKIISrSOK. 

Captain 16 th Light Dragoons. 

Willington, jYatlmtchj A^rzl 2nd, 1835, hfo. 59. 


The Brigade went out at the left of the position, sup- 
ported the charge, and covered the retreat of the Heavy 
Brigade, viz., Royals, , Greys, and Inniskillings. The 
appearance of the Enemy at this time in our front, being 
about one o^eloek, was having their Light Troops in advance 
of the hills they occupied in our front, with parties of 
Cavalry and Infantry in different places without forming 
any line. 

The arms of the French Infantry charged by the 
Heavy Brigade lay in two lines, nearly as regularly as if 
laid on parade. They had advanced diagonally to our 
position, their right (I think) considerably advanced. I 
did not ascertain this on the 18th, but find the following in 
my,, Journal 

On going over the ground the following morning I 


Vfaterloo. 
1st Charge. 


AiTns of 
French 
Infantry, 
charged by 
Ponsoiiby’s 
Brigade, lying 
in two regular 
lines on the 
ground. 


Brigade 
remained on 
the left until 
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saw wliere two lines of Infantry had laid down tlieir arms, 
whose position was accurately marked from the regularity 
the muskets were placed in/' 

The Brigade remained on the left until half-past five or 
thereabouts^ and having seen the advance and commence- 
atfeekbv tSo Prussians" attack, moved in rear of our Line, 

Prassians! ^ crossed the Brussels and Genappe road (our Line being at 
this time greatly reduced, and having large intervals) , 
forming with our left on the road the instant we passed it. 

There was a Regiment of Belgian Infantry a little in 
advance of the left of the Brigade in square, which during 
the last attack on our Line, which was immediately in our 
front, commenced firing their muskets in the air, meaning 
to move off in the confusion. Colonel Childers of the 11th 
and myself went and urged them to be steady, the Duke 
riding up and doing the same. 


Formed in 
rear of some 
Belgian In- 
fantry, and 
prevented 
their going to 
the rear. 


Joined in the 
pursuit of the 
French. 


In pursuit when the Line advanced, we moved in line to 
the crest of the position, when we broke into a Column of 
half-Squadrons to pass the Infantry. "When on the crest 
of the position the whole French Army was in full retreat, 
their Infantry in confusion running at the bottom of the 
hill. 

Yours, &e., 

W. Tomkinsok. 


m. 60 . 


Eetreat on 
i7th. 


FROM THE SAME. 

Willington Hall, Chester, February IQih, 1845. 

I beg to forward you a reply from my J oiirnal relative 
to the retreat on the 17th, which, I believe, is a correct 
representation of what occurred. 

J have no doubt Sir Hussey Vivian expected us to cover 
him, and so we were ordered to do ; but the events I mention 
changed that purpose, and rendered it impossible. 


I remain, &c., 

W. Tomkinsok. 
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June 11th, 1815. 

The Duke rode up at daylight to Cluatre Bras, and we 
soon heard that, in consequence of the attack made on the 
Prussians last night, they had retired on Wavre, and that 
we were also to retire to a position in our rear to cover 
Brussels. The Infantry withdrew quietly, leaving the 
Cavalry to cover their retreat. We remained on the 
ground [on which] we had passed the night until one o^cloek, 
when, in consequence of the Enemy showing some Cavalry, 
we turned out, forming in three lines to the left and rear 
of Quatre Bras. 

The two Brigades of Hussars were in the first line, 
General Vandeleur^s Brigade in the second line, and the 
Heavy Cavalry in support some distance to the rear. 

The intention of Lord Uxbridge was to keep the 
Hussars [? in hand] to take advantage of any favourable 
chance, and on the Enemy advancing in such force as to 
oblige us to retire, they were to pass through the second 
line (our Brigade), and it to cover the retreat. 

I saw the French Cavalry when turning out of their 
bivouac, and I thought, from their numbers, we must 
either bring all our force to oppose them and keep our 
ground, or that, if a retreat were determined on, the 
sooner we marched the more prudent. 

They came out Column after Column, and in greater 
force than I ever recollect seeing together at one point. 
They advanced in very large bodies, and Lord Uxbridge 
soon saw that, so far from having any chance of charging, 
he had nothing left but to get his troops a^vay with the 
least possible delay. We, the second line, were ordered 
away immediately, and retired, leaving Genappe on our 
left (ill retiring). The first line got away without much 
loss, retiring with the Heavy Brigade Cavalry on Genappe, 
but had not time allowed it to retire through the second 
line as at first intended. 

There was not time for the Hussars to pass through 
our Brigade, the Enemy was so close upon them, and had 


Eetreat 

begun. 


Two Brigades 
of Hussars 
in first line or 
rear line, Yan- 
delem‘’s in 
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Cavalry in 
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The great 
numbers of 
the Trench 
Cavalry. 


Ho time for 
Hussars to 
pass throagh 
second line. 
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we not got off with the least possible delaj;, the Hussars 
and our Brigade would have been in one confused heap. 
We had learnt the necessity of making way for those in 
front when we and they were retiring. 

The Infantry being all clear^ and the Enemy showing 
so large a force of Cavalry^ we ought not to have waited so 
long. Eetreat being our object, the more easily it was 
effected the more prudent it would have been. 


MAJOE J. LUAEIX 

Liehtenakt and Adjutant 16th Light Dragoons. 

TO COLONEL JAMES HAY, 2nD DRAGOON GUARDS. 

No. 6L No date, 

Waterloo. Extract of a letter from Major Luard (late of the 16 th 

Light Dragoons) to Colonel James Hay, Commanding 
2nd Dragoon Guards (late of 16th Light Dragoons). 


1st Position 
of Brigade on 
left of the 
line. See 
General Plan, 
1 ^ 0 . 1 . 


On the morning of the 18th, I don^t think we mounted 
our horses much before 9 a.m. You may recollect my 
coming to you for orders; you were in a small house. 
Lieut. Eichardson was in the same room with you, and 
was very side. When the Eegiment was formed we moved 
and were placed under the brow of a hill nearly on the 
left of the British Line. The Hussar Brigade was on our 
left, a little to the front. We then dismounted, and while 
in this situation, at about eleven oY‘lock, the cannonade 
became spirited, and the Battle appeared (from what we 
could hear, for under the bill we could see nothing) to be 
becoming general. A group of Officers were talking 
together with their horses in hand, when a shell dropped in 
the middle of them and killed Captain Swetenham^s horse. 

The fire of all arms was now increasing and drawing 
near, and shot and shell passed thickly over us. We were 
ordered to mount. The 12th Light Dragoons were detached 
from our Brigade to the left, while we moved more to the 
right, to support a charge made by Sir William Ponsonby^s 


Moved to the 
right to 
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Brigade. On our moviDg over the hill^ the Greys made a support 
most gallant and . desperate, charge, overthrowing every- 
thing opposed to them, and pursuing their success to the 1st Ckirge. 
height o£ the French position. Upon returning to reform, 
of course broken and divided, they were pursued by the 
Enemy "^s Lancers, which the 16th charged in front and I6tli charp^e 
drove them back upon their own Infantry, while the 12th 
Light Dragoons charged in flank. At this moment 
Colonel Hay, who commanded the 16th Light Dragoons, fell Colonel Hay 
desperately and dangerously wounded, and Lieutenants tounded^^ 
Osten and Crieliton were also wounded. The Keginient 
was on the point of making another charge, when orders 
were received to move more to the right. We moved some 
distance, passing the remains of Sir William Ponsonby^s 
and Lord Edward SomerseFs Brigades, and formed under 
the brow of a hill in echelori of Regiments, left forward. 

The Hussar Brigade was formed on our left. A Corps of 
Foreign Infantry (I believe Dutch) formed in our front, 
partly covered, like ourselves, by the hill; in front of 
them, on the top of the hill, was formed our line of 
Infantry. 

Thefire nowbecame tremendous, particularly of musketry. 

I had at this moment my horse shot in the head by a musket- 
ball, and Lieutenant Phillips [? Phelips] of the J lth, 
while condoling with me on seeing me mounted on a troop 
horse, had his head shot off by a cannon-shot. The fire 
became every moment hotter, and from the rapid way in 
which it approached us, appeared as if the Enemy was 
carrying the hill by which we were partially covered, and I 
confess I thought at that moment the day was going hard 
with us, that the Infantry were beaten, and that we (the 
Cavalry), by desperate charges, were to recover what they 
had lost. 

The Foreign troops in our front appeared to think so 
also, but certainly had not resolved to recover the day, for 
they began to give way rapidly. We closed our squadron 
intervals, and would not let them pass through, and by the 
persuasion of Sir John Vandeleur, other Officers, and 
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of Duteh- 
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myselfj they again formed to the front. The fire now 
rapidly slackened^ the Buke of Wellington appeared in our 
front in great spirits, and we moved to the front at a 
smart trot, in a Column — open Squadrons left in front. 

We passed the scene of carnage where our Line had been 
formed, moved down the hill with great rapidity, passed 
our own Infantry as well as broken Columns of the French, 
and pursued Cavalry of all arms mixed, the ground 
strewed with cuirasses thrown away to lighten the 
Cuirassiers in their flight. About a mile and a half from 
our position, a road runs through the valley, on the opposite 
side of which a Column of French Infantry formed square 
to oppose us. We instantly wheeled into line, received 
their fire, and charged, taking or destroying the whole. In 
this charge Captain Buchanan and Lieutenant Hay were 
killed, and Captain Weyland wounded. The 10th and 
18th Hussars charged a Column of the Enemy at the same 
moment to our left. 

We now saw houses on our left on fire. We continued 
to pursue the Enemy until we came upon some huts, which 
had been the Enemy^s bivouac the preceding night. The 
day now closed, and as we were returning nearly in the 
dark, the 1st German Hussars, taking us for the Enemy, 
were preparing to charge us, when other Officers and myself 
rode forward and prevented them, by stating what we were. 

Having taken some waggons laden with provisions and 
brandy, I, as Adjutant, collected a number of canteens of 
each Troop, and filled them, to be divided equally amongst 
all the men. We then bivouacked near a wood, but 
exactly where that wood is I don^t know. 

We moved at ten o^clock the next day, and continued 


Charges and 
dispei'sos a 
square of 
French 
Infantry. 

10th and 18th 
charging on 
the left at the 
same moment. 


Averted col- 
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1st German 
Hussars. 


Commenced 
the march on 
Paris, at 10 
nest morning. 


marching until we reached Paris. 
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Grant’s Cavalry Brigade. 

The 5th (Light) Cavalry Brigade consisted of the 
7th Hussars, the 15th, or King’s, Hussars, and the 
2nd Hussars of the King’s German Legion, but as 
the latter Regiment was still on the frontier, it was 
replaced by the 13th Light Dragoons taken from the 
7th Brigade (in which remained only the 8rd Hus- 
sars, King’s German Legion). It was commanded 
by Major-General Sir Colquhoun Grant, K.C.B. 

In the retreat on the 1 7th the Brigade, with 
the exception of the 7th Hussars, formed part of 
the right Cavalry Column. The 7th furnished at 
first the rear guard to the centre Column, which 
held the Enemy in check until the other troops of 
the Column had passed the bridge and town of 
Genappe, when it also retired through the same. 

On the Enemy’s advanced guard of Lancers 
appearing at the other entrance of the town, the 
7th charged it, and an obstinate conflict ensued, 
with great loss on both sides. 

At length the 7th were withdrawn, and the 
Enemy’s Column, the rear of which was already 
beginning to retire from the town, was driven 
through it by a charge of the 1st Life Guards. A 
brilliant charge was made in the evening by a 
Troop of the 7th Hussars, as the two Armies were 
taking up their respective positions at Waterloo. 

On the morning of the 18th, Grant’s Brigade 
was posted to the right of all the other Cavalry, 
and in front of the Kivelles Road, near the junction 
of the latter with the Wavre Road. One and a 
half Squadrons of the 15th Hussars were detached to 
the right of the position with Vedettes thrown out. 


.See General 
Plan, No. 1. 
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Between three and four p.m., the 13th Light 
Dragoons and 1.5th Hussars were ordered to the 
right to attack a body of Lancers, who were 
menacing that quarter, and in the meantime the 
7th Hussars (with other Eegiments) charged and 
repelled the French Cavalry attacking the Infantry 
Squares in front. Grant, observing that these 
attacks were being repeated in great strength, and 
that the movements of the Lancers were a diversion 
to draw him away from them, returned to his 
original ground, leaving a Squadron of the 15th in 
observation as before. 

The Brigade was then employed in charging 
and repelling the French troops attacking the 
Allied Line, and, with alternate success, according 
as the French were driven back, or, bringing up 
strong supports, forced it to retire. 

In the General Advance the Brigade attacked 
bodies of Cavalry and Infantry, and contributed to 
the rout of the French. 

Nos. 65 and 67 refer to the retreat on the 17th, 
all the remaining letters to Waterloo. 

LIEUT.-COLONEL J. THACKWELL, FOR LIEUT- 

GENERAL SIR COLQUHOUN GRANT, K.C.B., 

G.C.H. 

Major-General Sm 0. Grant, K.O.B., Commanding 6th Cavalry 

Brigade. 

No. 62. Gloucester^ 

Waterloo. Having been requested by Lieut.-General Sir Colqii- 

boun Grant (owing to bis inability in eonsequence o£ a 
severe family affliction) to reply to your printed letter of 
28tb October/ 1884, soliciting information with respect to 
tbe proceedings of tbe 5tb Brigade of Cavalry in tbe 
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Xo. 
p. U-1. 


I^Of^itionot' ilif 
Brigade: at 

7 p.m. 


, , ,. Lt.-Ool. Thackwell POE Sill i \ 

Battle of Waterloo^ I beg leave to state, in Gonnection 
Avith a former communication relative to tlie movement^ 
of the 15th Hussars that, with reference to the qiierj, 

What was the formation of the 5th Cavalry Brigade 
„:&e. 

The Brigade about this time was formed in line of 
Squadrons at or about AA,>7l, ^z2, in the Plan, aecordino* 
to report and the best of my belief and recollection ; but 
there might have been a Square of our Infantry between 
the loth and 13th, and their position might have been 
50 or 80 yards more to the left. I must, however, here 
remark that the relative situation of the three Regiments 
was not the same throughout the day, the 13th being for a 
great part of the conflict on the left of the 15th, The 
Squadrons at this time did not probably amount to 30 
files each. I should also perhaps explain here that the 
13th Light Dragoons had joined the Brigade that morning 
in consequence of the 2nd Hussars of the Legion not 
having returned from the frontier, that the 15th Hussars 
had a squadron in a ravine at al, and a picket at < 22 , from 
the beginning to the end of the Battle, which detachments 
suffered some loss by cannon fire and skirmishing; and 
that the 7th Hussars were very weak, having suffered most 
severely on [the] debouch of the Fi'ench Cavalry from 
Genappe the preceding afternoon. 

With regard to the second query, ‘"‘What was the 
formation of that part of the Enemy^s Forces immediately 
in front of the Brigade ? The Enemy^’s troops. Cavalry 
and Infantry, were in column, the former at perhaps half 
or quarter distance. It is a difficult matter at this distant 
period to trace the Eneray^s formation more particularly, 
but a large force of his Cavalry was in this part of the 
field. , 

In reference to the general proceedings of the Brigade 
I beg to state that it was under the crest of the position, 
in.rear.of the angle at Hougouraont, until about three p.m., Ahont 3 
when the ■ 16th. .Hussars ' and T3th Light Dragoons were 
moved to the ■.Ravine D .between the Mvelles road and the t»f 
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attack Lancers Braine-la-Leud, for the purpose of attacking* 10 scpiadrons 
Streme^k-ft' o£ ^ Lancers in two lines, forming the left of the French 
Army at E. Whilst dispositions were making for the 
attack the Lancers began cheering, and on looking to- 
wards the position we had quitted, the cause of cheering 
was discovered to be an impetuous attack by the French 
Cavalry upon our Infantry and Guns, the limbers of 
wliicli were going rapidly towards the Nivelles road. The 
French Cavalry passing between the Squares of the 
Hougoumoiit. Infantry were charged and driven back by the Cavalry 
of the Srd Brigade [Dornberg's] and the 3rd Hussars of 
the Legion. 

This attack was several times repeated, and Sir 
Colquhoun Grant, judging that the attack of the 
Lancers was only a secondary object, most judiciously 
took upon himself the responsibility of taking the two 
Regiments back to the ground they had left^ the 13th 
leading, which Regiment formed line to the front, and at 
or about the spot marked B, charged a body of 
Cuirassiers, who were driven back for more than 300 
yards to the low ground beyond C ; the 15th also formed 
to the front, to the left of the 13th, and charged a 
mass of Cuirassiers, which were likewise driven back for 
a like distance upon heavy masses of Cavalry, who 
beginning offensive operations in front and on the flapk, 
TketwoKegi- Compelled the 13th first and afterwards the 15th to 
retreat to their own line, where the steadiness of the 
two Regiments had the effect of checking any further 
serious attack upon this point for some time; but the 
skirmishers of the 15th were employed against the Cui- 
rassiers and other Cavalry in front, who were kept at some 
distance. 

More to the left, however, the Enemy Cavalry made 
some demonstrations in advance and attacks. Between 
six and seven o^cloek a Column of nearly 1,000 Infantry 
had advanced to within 150 yards, or less, of the first line, 
to near the spot F on the plan, supported by a large body 
of Cuirassiers and other Cavalry about C. This Square 
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IjT.-Coi.. Thackwell fob Sni C. Grakt. 

was.cliarged bj tlie two squadrons, of the 15th Hussars Between6-' 

and' its further advance" .was cheeked. Shortly after a'lVendr’ 

some .Liglit Cavalry and Lancers, who incommoded the 

.'front, of the adjoining Squares of Infantry, were charged two Sqmd- . 

and driven back by the same Corps. .The 7th Hussars and 

the ISth Light Dragoons' were also . most actively engaged, 7 ^^ ' 

and on the Geneml Advance the Regiments of the Brigade 

made several attacks on Cavalry as well as Infantry, in 

one of which Colonel Kerrison of the first named Regiment Advance tho 

had a horse killed under him, and Major Griffiths, of the sevSdattecks 

15th Hussars, was killed in charging the latter; and these 

attacks contributed greatly to the loss and confusion of Griffiths 

the Enemy. Sir Colquhoun Grant had five horses killed of the loth, 

and wounded under him. He was in Hussar nniforni, and ^ ^ 

rode, at about seven o^clock, a very fine, large, chestnut Lid five horses 

horse, which was wounded. killed and 

wounded 

The prompt, judicious, and fortunate movement of the under Mm. 
Brigade, from the designed attack of the Lancers to that of 
the Cuirassiers before-mentioned, restored confidence to this 
part of the Line, which seemed to be in some danger, and 
may justly be considered an event of the utmost import- 
ance. 

I should imagine it was previous to the return of the 
Brigade that the Cavalry attack witnessed by Major 
Mercer occurred. However, I saw no Cavalry in the 
ravine leading to Braine-Ia-Leud from the time we quitted 
the angle of the position to that of our return, except the 
18th and 15th passing along it, although there might be 
Cavalry at the spot stated by Major Mercer. It might 
have taken place afterwards, for I know, by report at 
the time, that a body of Cuirassiers passed between the 
Squares of Infantry to our left, and being unable or un- 
willing to return, retreated down the Nivelles road, and 
passed the small post of the 15th Hussars ; but those who 
escaped were said, to be not more than about thirty, some 
having been knocked down by the fire of the 51st, the 
direction of which prevented their being charged by the 
above detachment. But a difficulty occum here, as at this 
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7th HrssAKS. .. 

time a eoBsiderable part o£ Lord HilFs Corps liad joined 
the first line, and probably Major Mercer with it« I 
think I heard this body was charged, but never knew 
when, or by what Corps* It is certain that no attack by 
Cavalry had been made on the position near Hoiigoumont 
until after the two Regiments had quitted that part of the 
field to move against the Lancers, and it is therefore 
probable some mistake may have occurred as to time, and 
that the eh’cumstances mentioned may have originated in 
the same affair. 

I trust I need not apologise for this long statement, 
confiding in the hope that you have received Sir Colquhoun. 
Grant^s note intimating that he had desired me to transmit 
it after having perused and confirmed all the events of 
moment therein mentioned. 

I have, &c., 

Jos. Thackwell, 

Late Lieut.-CoL 15th or King^s Hussars* 


The 7th Hussaes. 

LIEUT.-aOLOFEL T. W. ROBBIbTS, HALF-PAY, 

Captaix 7th Hussars. 

1^0* 63. Castle Malwood, Stony Cross, Hants, March ^Ist, 1835. 

Waterloo. On the first advance of the French Cavalry on our 

position (on the left of Hoiigoumont), I conclude between 
Wounded and seven oteloek, I was wounded and fell. When I 

between^G and qyv'h Regiment was gone, the Enemy 

we had been opposed to were gone, and some close Columns 
of Infantry, I think one of them was a Battalion of 
Guards, had changed their ground also. Being then 
obliged to leave the field, of that part of the Battle to which 
you particularly allude I am unable to give any account. 

On the night of the 17th the 7th Hussars bivouacked 
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on the left of the high road leading to Genappe, above La 
Haye Sainte^ which I have marked, No, 1* Early on the 
following morning the Regiment was moved across both 
the high roads' to No. 2,, where it remained dismounted until 
the commencement of the Action, On our way we passed 
many Regiments of all arms moving to their places in 
position, I think I am correct in marking this spot, as 
I recollect on our left was a mound or hillock, which I con- 
ceive to be the spot I have marked X. A little in our rear 
was a hedge, and a rather hollow roadway* 

Soon after the commencement of the Action we moved 
to No. 3, remaining there some time; but being much 
annoyed by shot and shells, and still seeing no Enemy, yet 
losing many men and horses, we were again moved to No. 
4, formed in line under cover of a bank, from which some 
Guns of the Horse Artillery had just been obliged to 
withdraw, the Enemy^s Guns from Mon Plaisir having 
exactly got their range and doing great execution. 

At the alarm that the French Cavalry was advancing up 
the hill on the left of Hougoumont, the 7th were mounted, 
and rapidly moved from their left ; then wheeling into line 
they almost immediately charged the leading Regiment of the 
Enemy at No. 5 (Lancers). They came on in three distinct 
lines. In this charge I fell, and from that time am unable 
to state anything that occurred. Daring the short time we 
were in motion my attention was too much occupied with 
my own men to have been able to pay much to what was 
going on around us. Yet I distinctly saw the three lines 
of the Enemy’s Cavalry advancing rather em echelon, as 
steadily as if on a field day, at the time we were brought 
up to oppose them, passing some of our Guns and some 
Squares of Infantry whose fire they must have sustained. 
Some other Regiments of Cavalry came up at the moment, 
and, I conclude, charged with us. But from [the] place I 
occupied, commanding the centre Squadron of the 7 th, I am 
unable to say more. 

As long as I remained in the field I can with confidence 
■ 1 
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7th Hhssakb, 


say we Bever seareely.saw'au etieniy, up to. the tinae I have 

mentioned alre^jr. I shall ever regret having been so 


nnfortunate as to have missed seeing 
glorious day, 


the end of that 


Allow me, &c., 

Tho. Bobbins, 

Lieut.-Col. H.-Pay, late Capt. 7th Hussars. 


No 64 


\Yateiioo. 


The 7th were 
posted on the 
ground above 
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LIEUT.-COLONEL S. O’GRADY, 

Lieutenant 7th Hussabs. 

Caliir Omllamore, March X^th, 1835. 

I believe, however, that the time you fix is that when 
the last attempt to force the British position was made by 
(I think) Ney, on the Brussels road. If so, the 7th were 
ordered from the right to assist in repelling that attack, 
and consequently were on the right centre at that time, 
but from the great confusion that prevailed consequent 
upon the flight of some Belgian Dragoons, who ran through 
our ranks, I find it very difficult, and indeed, except by 
guess, impossible to fix upon the precise spot we occupied. 

The 7th, who were in advance of the left centre on the 
night of the 17th, were moved very early on the 18th to 
the ground above Hougoumont, and occupied various posi- 
tions there during the day, and assisted by the 15th Hussars 
and the 13th Light Dragoons, drove back the Prench 
Cavalry, who attacked the Squares of British and 
Brunswickers immmediately above Hougoumont, and 
rather late in the day. If your query has reference to that 
charge I think I could place the 7th accurately for you. 

The Drench Cavalry were in the first instance 
Cuirassiers, and in squadron, but they soon became mixed 
with .Cavalry of all arms, and acted - in masses of more or 
less size. After clearing the front of our position we were 
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ordered to our left to assist in repelling the ■ Iasi afdempi^ of 
the Enemy to which I before alluded. After that we. moved 
to about midway to our former position, from which we 
moved at the. General Advance, and sweeping the ground to 
Hoiigoumoiit, entered the Enemy^s Line on his deft, .and 
charged down his Lines until we met Sir Hussey Vivian at 
: the head , of bis Brigade. . , ; 

The 7th having in these various encounters lost a great 
many men, and being reduced to a Squadron, and having 
separated from the 15th Hussars and the 13th Light 
Dragoons, Joined Sir Hussey and continued to act with 
him until the next morning. 

You will perceive that as we occupied the ground above 
Hougoumont no Infantry penetrated to us, though we were 
perpetually menaced, and often attacked by the Enemy^s 
Cavalry, who advanced in column and formed squadrons 
of attack, 

I have, &e., 

Standish O^Geady. 


FEOM THE SAME, ■ ' 

Hampton Court, April 1837. 

On the occasion of our last advance at Waterloo I be- 
lieve we commenced it from the right centre of our Line, 
and consequently we left the house, &c., of Hougoumont 
on our right. None of our Cavalry were during the 
day on the ground beyond (or at the Nivelles side of) 
Hougoumont, The road to Nivelles was stopped by felled 
trees, and the 51st Kegiment protected it. 

As respects the retreat of the Army on the 17th from 
Guatre Bras, I am aware that much misconception existed 
in the minds of many at the time, and of many more since, 
as to the conduct of the 7th Hussars who covered . the 
retreat on the :mam road to Brussels through' Genappe, and 
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on tbis subject I onght to be qaalified to speak;, as I bad 
tbe command of tbe Troop on the Mgh road; supporting 
the skirmishers; and consequently was an anxious and 
interested observer of all that took place. My first im- 
pressions I see no reason to alter; and I believe no 
Regiment could have done more or done better than the 
7tli did upon that day. Facts are; however; what I 
apprehend you want; and I will give them as shortly 
as I can. 

Early in the morning of the 17th the Army was drawn 
up to show a front; and soon afterwards the Infantry 
began to move to the rear. When they moved off; 
leaving the Cavalry; Sir C. Grant called the Field OiSlcers 
together; and spoke to them for some time. When Major 
Hodge (who was in command of the right Squadroii; to 
which I belonged) returned; he called me aside, and told 
me that the Pimssians had been beaten and obliged to fall 
hack; and that we must make a similar movement to 
prevent the two Armies from being disunited ; that our 
Brigade was to retire by Regiments from the left, and that 
the 7th had the post of honour; the main road to cover and 
protect; that Sir William Dornberg was to take charge of 
the skirmishers of the Brigade, and that our Squadron was 
to skirmish. There was at this time no appearance on the 
part of the Enemy of an advance, and we were to hold our 
ground until driven from it. 

We did so and (though I cannot pretend to accuracy in 
point of time) I think it was twelve before their advance put 
us in motion. We threw out the right Troop to skirmish, and 
Major Hodge went with them. I held the high road with 
the left Troop, and had from time to time to send them 
assistance, and frequently to advance to enable them to 
hold their ground, as their movements were difSciilt 
through ploughed fields so soft that the horses were sunk 
up to their knees always, and sometimes to their girths. 

Whilst I was so employed Sir William Dornberg joined 
me. Thus we continued to dispute every inch of the 
ground until we came within a short distance of the town 
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of ' Genappe. Here Sir 'William Dornberg told me that he 
must leave me p that it was o£ the utmost importance to 
face the Enemy hold] j at this . spotj as the bridge in the 
town of Genappe was so narrow we must pass it in file ; 
that I should endeavour if possible to obtain time for the 
skirmishers to come in^ but that I was not to compromise 
my Troop too much. Sir 'William had been riding with me 
some hours/ and when he bid me farewell he shook my 
hand^ and I saw plainly he never expected to see me again. 

I then called in the skirmishers and advanced at a trot 
up the road. The troops opposed to me went about, and 
as I followed them they did not stop as soon as I did. I 
continued advancing and retiring alternately, until I saw 
all my right Troop safe on the road in my rear, and then 
I began to retire at a walk, occasionally halting and 
fronting until I turned the corner of the town of Genappe, 
I then filed the men from the left and passed through the 
town at a gallop, no enemy in sight. W^hen I arrived at 
the opposite entrance of the town I found the 7th drawn up 
on the road in a column of divisions, and having re-formed 
our Squadron we took our place between those already 
formed and the town. 

Here I met Sir William Dornberg, who appeared sur- 
prised to see me, and ‘asked me how we had effected our 
retreat, and if we had saved any of the skirmishers, and 
when I told him we had not lost a man or a horse, he 
exclaimed, Then Buonaparte is not with them ; if he 
were, not a man of you could have escaped/^ 

Here we remained drawn up about twenty minutes before 
any of the Enemy appeared, and then only a few stragglers, 
some of whom rode into us and were found to be quite 
drunk. As well as I can guess, the Cavalry Column 
by which we were pursued, and which moved slowly, but 
shouting loudly along the high road, were about fourteen 
Squadrons. Occasionally I was able to count them, but 
not accurately. They might have been eighteen. And this 
Column now showed its head within the town. This head 
consisted of a Troop of Lancers, all very young men, 
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mooBted on very small torses, and commanded by a fine- 
looking and a very brave man. For about fifteen minutes 
they remained in the Jaws of the town, their flanks being 
protected by the houses; and the street not being straight, 
and those in the rear not knowing that the front were 
halted, they soon became so Jammed that they could not go 
about. 

In this state of affairs Lord Anglesey gave us orders 
to charge them, which we immediately did. Of course, 
our charge could make no impression, but we continued 
cutting at them, and we did not give ground, nor did they 
move. Tbeir Commanding Officer was cut down, and so 
was ours (Major Hodge), and this state of things lasted 
some minutes, when they brought down some Light 
Artillery, which struck the rear of the right (the charging) 
Squadron and knocked over some men and horses, im- 
peding the road in our rear. We then received orders 
to go about from Lord Anglesey, who was up with us, but 
not on the road during all this time. The Lancers then 
advanced upon us, and in the milee which ensued they lost 
quite as many as we did, and when at last we were able 
to disengage ourselves they did not attempt to pursue us. 

We retired through a Kegiment of Light Cavalry, and 
the first pass we found off the road •we took, and formed in 
the field by the road side. I then got the remnant of the 
right Squadron and moved them down towards the town 
of Genappe to look after any of our wounded, whom' it 
might be in our power to save. When I saw the ground 
upon which we had charged it was strewed with men and 
horses, but I saw very few fighting men of the Enemy, 
In the meantime the light Brigade having been removed 
from the road where they were when we passed through 
them, the Life Guards came down the road and charged 
into the town. 

I could not, of course, see what they did, but I believe 
they fell upon the rear of a retiring Column, impeded by 
the narrowness of the bridge, and did their duty man-- 
fnlly. , 
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' Tlie Enemy did not agai?! attempt 'to molest us^aiid we 
readied our position without further interruption^ except 
some picket affairs in taking up our respective Lines, in one 
of which Captain Heyliger of the 7th made a very 
hrilliant charge with his Troop, and when the Duke of Well- 
ington sent to stop him lie also desired to know his name. 

I thought at the time, and I still think, that when we 
charged the Enemy at Genappe their entire Column was in 
the town, and that being the case it is dear that as soon as 
they found the head of their Column engaged, they com- 
menced clearing their rear out of the town. 

If this he the case it is obvious that the success or 
failure of the 7th in their charge was simply a matter of 
time. A little delay and they would not have had to 
charge, but to pursue. This as well as I recollect was 
Sir Wm. Dornberg^s opinion at the time when he objected 
to charging before their flanks were open to ns. I feel, 
however, that I have no right to pursue this, and satisfy 
myself that I have given you, as well as I can now 
recollect them, all the facts as they came before me. A 
few minutes before we charged, one of the heaviest 
showers of rain I can remember fell, which, as it wet 
everybody and everything, rendered fire-arms useless, 
and though the French fired a few pistol shots, I don^t 
think they did any damage ; our engagement was there- 
fore one of sabre and lance. 

I have only to add that we lost our Commanding 
Officer, Major Hodge killed, and Captain Elphinstone, 
who commanded the right Troop, wounded and taken. Our 
Adjutant was killed also, hut not in the charge, but as we 
never could find either Major Hodge or Adjutant Mayer, 
I only say they were killed because I hope it.^ In 
answer to a flag of truce that evening they said they had 
taken a Major, a Captain, an Adjutant, and an A.D.C., 
which latter was Captain Krockenberg, A.D.C, to Sir Wm. 
Dornberg,: . ■ 

^ That is, in 
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13th Light BkagO'Ons*. ■ 

You will perceive that, the right Squadron under 
Major Hodge was the only one of the Kegiment engaged^^ 

and that it was Captain Elphinstone’s Troop^ which had been 
engaged skirmishing throughout the day^ that charged 
afterwards at Genappe. 

Believe, &c., 

Staudish O^Geady. 


The 13th Light Diugoons. 
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MAJOR B. DOHERTY, 27 th REGIMENT. 

Lievtehant 13th Light Lhagoons. 

Eubli%f 19 , Stephen’s Gif'een Eortli, Nov, 14:ili, 1834 . 
Operations of the 13th Light Dragoons on the 18th 
of June^ 1815^ at the Battle of Waterloo, 

On the morning of the 18th June, 1815, the 18th 
Light Dragoons being in Brigade with the 7th and 15th 
Hussars, and under the command of Sir Colquhoun Grant, 
moved up to their post in the position, being thus situated 
on the immediate left of the Nivelles road, and in support 
of the Chateau de Hougoumont. 

Previous to the attack on Hougoumont the 13th 
Dragoons were ordered to cross the Nivelles road, and 
take post on a rising ground on the extreme right of the 
position, to which post also the 51st Regiment were 
ordered. The 13th Dragoons were soon afterwards ordered 
back to their original post, when the Action commenced* 
From this time until I suppose about one or two 
o’^clock they remained under a heavy fire of Artillery, 
wdien the 18th were again ordered across the road, and 
remained in the hollow for about an hour. They were 
then for the first time called upon to act, and re-crossing 
the road moved up to the crest of the position, and 
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13tk Light BaAeoo»». 

formed in line^ opposed to a line of Freacli Heavy 
DragoonS;, wliich were immediately cliarged and routed. 

On returning after the chai*ge the Eegimeixt re-formed in 
rear of the Columns of Infantry^ and again moved half 
way up towards the top of the position^ when a large 
Column of French Cavalry appeared in front of our left The left 
Squadron^ which they immediately charged in the most 
gallant manner^ commanded by Captain Gregory^ and * 

cheeked their advance, and [they] were subsequently 
obliged to retire/ 1 suppose from seeing the force of Cavalry ^dry obliged 
ready at hand to support the left Squadron. to retire. 

On arriving at the crest of the position the ISth I3th again 
were again opposed to the Enemy^s Cavalry^ and forced 
them back^ and afterwards retired under the brow of the Cuvalry 
position^ where they remained for a short time. 

The 13th again moved and retook a Brigade of Guns 
that had been momentarily taken by the Enemy^ and after 
driving hack the Enemy^s Cavalry the Begiment again 
retired to their former position. 

It was at this period that Lieutenant-Colonel Dalrymple Trench. 


The 13th 
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of the 15th Hussars lost his leg, and the same cannon shot 
that struck him also passed through the body of Sir C. 
Grant^s horse. The Officers of the 13th and 15th were 
almost all assembled together and talking to Sir C, Grant, 
when the ball hounded from the top of the hill and came 
into the midst of them. 

Not long after this the 13th were again called upon, 
and on advancing in line up the position, Lord Anglesey and 
Lord Hill were observed by the Regiment, the latter with 
his hat off, cheering them forward, and on reaching the crest 
of the position, the centre Squadron of the 13th, commanded 
by the late Major Doherty, found itself opposed to a strong 
Column or Square of Infantry. 

The cheering cry of their old General, Lord Hill, At 
them, my old friends, the ISth,^'" was quite sufficient, and 
instantly the centre Squadron dashed into them, and com- 
pletely upset them, dispersed them, and with the assistance 
of the rest of the Regiment nearly annihilated them. 
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13th Light DeagoonsJ - ^ . > id r .W 

This slangliter, ■ eontmned until a Eegimeiit ot ^roiisli 

Lancers on our left, and a Regiment of Cuirassiers in 
our front came to their assistance, which obliged the iSth 
to retire, and which they only did at the last moment, and 
then retreated in rear of two Squares of Infantry, one of 
which was composed of the German Legion, and as Sir C. 
Grant’s horse was wounded, he was obliged to enter the 
Square for safety. 

The Cuirassiers and Lancers suffered severely from the 
fire of the Infantry, and as soon as the 1 3th Dragoons were 
again reformed, and finding the Enemy s Cavalry so much 
broken from the fire of the Infantry, they again advanced 
and pursued and out down the Enemy’s Cavalry as far as 
they could prudently follow, when they again retired under 
cover of the position. 

The 13th remained there until the Crisis, when they 
again moved up the position, and on nearly arriving at the 
top, a large Column of the Enemy’s Infantry was observed 
to the left of their Line, and immediately I was struck 
by a grape shot in the stomach, and instantly afterwards 
by a musket ball through my head, which so completely 
took away my senses that I have no recollection of what 
occurred subsequently, but I have always heard that on the 
Regiment arriving at the top of the position, the Enemy 
gave way, and the rout became general. 

G. Doherty, 

Major 27th Regt., late of the 13th Lt. Dragoons. 


Lt. Doherty 
severely 
wounded at 
the time of 
the Crisis. 


Severe losses N.B. — The ISth Dragoons went into action on the 

of the 13th. the 18th June^ 1815, with three complete 

Squadrons, and I have been informed that at the close of it 
they could only muster one weak one. 


GFyAWT\S : OArALBY BEIGABM. 


139 

13tic Li^ht Braooons. 


LIEUT.-COLQISrEL A. T. MACLEAN, ' HALE-PAY. ' 

Lieutenakt 13th Light Bragooxs. 

United Service Club, Nov, 4fli, 1844. 

As it is more tliaii probable that your work on the 
Waterloo Campaign may have a second edition, I take leave 
to bring to your notice that the 3rd German Hussars were 
not in action on the 18th* (as stated in page 91), and did 
not join the British Cavalry till the 20th, near Binehe. 
The 13th, in absence of that Corps, was attached 
to Grant^s Brigade (the 7th and 15th Hussars), and did 
duty with it on the 17th, and throughout the Action 
on the 18th, a Troop of it covering the retreat of the 
Brigade, and having orders to move parallel with the 7th 
on the left of Genappe on the former day, on which oeca- 
sion it was so hard pressed by the Enemy that the 2nd 
half-Squadron, under Major Maealister, was ordered to its 
support, and engaged with the Enemy till skirmishing 
ceased. 

Lieutenant Drought mounted picket at Hougoumont 
that uight, but was withdrawn early next morning, when 
[it was] occupied by the Guards, and the right Troop o£ the 
Regiment was posted in the circular road leading to the 
Chateau, where it made several charges in column of 
Divisions, capturing some prisoners and horses, and con- 
tinued until the Brigade was ordered off to the extreme 
right,* when Major Moray, 13th— not 17th — Dragoons 
(A.D.C. to General Grant), directed the Troop to Join the 
Brigade (and was hard hit in giving the order). Lieut.- 
Gol. Boyse commanded, not Doherty, t who was left sick in 
the rear at Castros [?] on the 15 th, till his horse was shot, 
falling on him, and so disabling him that he was compelled 
to give the command to Brevet-Major B. Lawrence, who 
had three horses shot under him, and held it during the 

^ TMs is an error, as there is a letter from an Officer of the 3rd Hiissiirs 
giving an account of the operations of the Begimentat Waterloo, where 
it arrived the same moniing from Brussels.— En, * 


Ho. 07. 


Eetreat on 
17th June. 

A Troop of, 
13th covers 
the retreat of 
the Brigade. 


13 th furnished 
a picket at 
Hougoumont 
night of the 
i7th. 

Morning of 
the 18th the 
right Troop 
was posted 
near Hoiigou- 
mont, where 
it made several 
charges, cap- 
turing some 
prisoners and 
horses. 

Major Momy 
wounded. " 
t Lieut.- CoL 
and Col. F. 
Doherty j 13th 
Light 
Dragoons. 
Lieut.-Col. 
Boyse 
disabled.' 
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remainder of the Action. General Grant had four horses 

shot under him. v t> • a 

Your account of the charge made when the Bri^cle 

resumed its ground left in front is most correct. The 
13th only had time to wheel into line, and though the 
charge was successful, we were flanked on tlie left^^v 
Infantry, which occasioned our reUring hirriecU^f. The 
second advance was made inline by the Brigade, and in this 
instance we suffered most hy the concealed skirmishers in 
the wheat we passed over to get at a body of Cavalry 
gradually retiring on our approach. The Brigade took 
ground to its right, and here each Corps in succession had 
opprtunities of charging with advantage bodies of Cavalry, 
invariably Heavy. 

Towards the close of the day we were well up with 
Vivian’s Brigade till halted for the night, when we were 

unable to obtain water. 

Having been with the Regiment in these momentous 
days, and being the Officer ordered in search of the 3rd 
Hussars on the 20th, I have a perfect recollection of mken 
I found old Baron Arentsschild and his Corps, and the kind 


Brigade well 
up with 
Vivian’s at 
close of the 
day. 


Yours, &c., 

A. T. Maclean, 

Lieut.-Col. H.P., 13th Dragoons. 


I was the Officer who commanded the rear guard on the 
17th, and held the approach to Hougoumont on the 18th. 
I am not aware that you make any mention of the 7th 
Hussars and their fight on the 17th in Genappe, when 
they so gallantly checked the Enemy’s advance by repeated 
charges when it was impossible for them to penetrate the 
dense Column that pressed them through the narrow long 
street of that village, flanked by a nasty marshy ravine 
hardly practicable from the torrents of rain that fell at the 
time* 


Coraliat of 7tii 
Hussars at 
Genappe., 






/7/lm 
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15th Hcssab*. 

I witnessed the charge made hy the Life' Guards when Gtoge of 1st ■ 
the , 7th made way for them, thus allowing the French hife Guards, 
Cavalry to clear the village and form up in its front, when 
they were more easily vanquished than when cheeked by 
the 7th.. 


It occurs to me this instant that in the second advance 
made by the Brigade, when it suffered so severely, 

Troop of the 13th lost all its officers— Captain Gubbins, TKe former 
Lieutenants Geale and Pym. I mention this as I observe ^wo^iatter 
you specify Officers^ names of other Corps, and when they ■woundeti. 
fell. 


The 15th ob KesVs Htjssabs. 


LIEUT. -COLONEL J. THACKWELL. 

CAPTAESr 15th Hixssaes. 


Gloucester, December 2Qth, 1834. g g/ 


Before I reply to your queries I had better here state 
that the Squadrons of the Regiment were not more than 
from fifty-two to fifty-five files, including Officers (each), 
and that one Squadron and a Division of another were 
detached from the Regiment on the morning of the 18th of 
June, and did not rejoin, except for a short time, during 
the day. This detached body was posted in observation in 
front of the valley leading to Braine-la-Leud, and as its 
operations were confined to skirmishing, its loss was 
trifling. 

1st, With respect to the query, What was the parti- 
cular formation, &c. &e. ? 

Amwer . — I beg to trace the formation of the 15th 
Hussars at A in the plan; on its flanks were British 
Infantry in Square, but I am. not certain of what Regi- 
ments, as part of Lord HilFs Corps from the second line 
were then in the first line; and I am not sure whether the 
site of the traced position is not a Jittle too much in 


Waterioo, 


A Squadron 
and a Division 
detached to 
the right in 
the morning'. 

Beniained in 
observation 
all day. 


Eomation at 


15th Htssabs. 


Formation of 
the Enemy in 
front of the 
loth. 


Severely 
wounded 
about the time 
of the advance 
of the Im- 
perial O-uard. 


Positions of 
the 15 th 
earlier in the 
day. 


Charging the 
Cuirassiers 
and other 
Cavalry, 
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advance.' The IStli'’ Light Dragoons were either to 'the 
right or right rear of the 15th, but as the troops were at 
the time closelj concentrated in this part of the position, 
it was a difficult matter to distinguish particular Corps. 

2 nd 5 ^^What was the formation o£ that part of the 
Enemy^s forces, &c. &c. ? • 

Ammer, — A.t B I beg to trace, according to the best of 
my recollection, a body of about 1,000 Infantry in Sc|_uare, 
supported by a large body of Cuirassiers and other Cavalry. 
This Square was charged by the three Troops of the 15th 
Hussars, as it was halted and in fine order, a little before 
or about the time of the advance of the Imperial Guard ; 
but as I was then severely wounded, I did not observe in 
what manner these troops were supported on their flanks, 
or how their retreat was conducted, but very large masses 
of Cavalry were in their rear. 

In the early part of the day the position of the main 
body of the 15th Hussars was, in the plan, at C, that of the 
right .Squadron at C2, and that of a Picket at Cd; hut 
after the Battle had begun until about half-past 2 p.m. it 
was at D ; aud for nearly an hour afterwards it was at E, 
whence it moved with the 13th Light Dragoons to about 
F, for the purpose of attacking 10 Squadrons of Lancers 
posted in line in rear of a deep ravine at G. It then joined 
the right Squadron of the Regiment, but owing to the im^ 
petuous attack of the French Cavalry on the right centre of 
the British position, the intended attack of the Lancers was 
given up, and the Regiment, leaving the right Squadron 
where it was originally posted, retraced its steps, to the 
vicinity of the position A, and was immediately engaged 
in the attack, by charge and skirmishing, of Cuirassiers 
and other Cavalry, and this lasted until the Enemy % 
Cavalry found it could make no lasting impression on this 
part of the position. 

The Enemy’s Cavalry and Infantry moved in column in 
advance and retreat, the former being at about quarter 
distance, and I understood when the British Line advanced 
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the .. three ' left Troops of the 15th. charged a body of 
Infantry as well as some Lancers* 

The position of the Eegiment being in rear of Hougoii- 
montythe masses of Infantry which would have closed on 
its post were intereepted by the troops defending that 
place;, and none of the Enemy^s Infantry^ to the best of my 
recollection, passed its enclosures, and the first I saw of 
that force in the immediate front of the 15th Hussars was 
the Column charged by my Squadron ; but I witnessed 
the advance of many heavy masses of Infantry which 
attacked Hougoumont, although soon after the firing began 
the distant movements of the Enemy's Column were from 
this part of the position but indistinctly seen, owing to the 
smoke which hung lazily on a surface saturated with rain. 

The left of the Enemy Infantry [? Cavalry] extended 
to the Nivelles road nearly in line with the letter G in the 
plan, from whence a heavy fire of Artillery was kept up 
for the chief part of the engagement upon the angle of 
the British position. 


15th HivmEs. 
Three Troops 
of 15tli charge 
some Infantry 
and Lancers.* 


The extreme 
left of the 
French line 
extended 
neai'ly in line 
with Gr on 
Plan. 


I have, &c., 

Joseph Tiiackwell, 

Late Lieutenant-Colonel commanding 
15th or King's Hussars. 


LIEUT.-GOLONEL H. LANE. 

Lieutenant 15th Hussars. 

TJwrpe Arch, near Wetlierby, March No. 69» 

Two Squadrons of the Eegiment were placed upon the Waterloo, 
position near our own Squares of Foot Guards, and one Position of 

Squadron was detached to the right in rear of Hongou- 
mont, having a Subaltern’s picket placed on the high road 
leading to Nivelles at the point which I have marked. ^ due front 
i cannot answer the two leading questions you propose 
as to the appearance of the Enemy at seven o’clock. Large 
masses of troops in column advanced very near our lines. 


15th Hussaks, 


Saw the -first 
shot fired 
about 11 
o’clock. 

See p. 124, 

A little to the 
left front of 
C 2 in fon3- 
going Plan. 


Hetuming to 
the position, 
charged the 
French Cav- 
alry with 
success. 

Also a Square 
of Infantry, 
but failed. 


133, 

p, 316. 
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till sbaken by tbe severe fire they sustained from our 
Artillery they wavered^ and upon our whole Line advancing 
to meet them^ fled in ntter confusion. 

I saw the first shot fired from our lines about eleven 
o’clock ; it struck the Column of the Enemy advancing 
upon Hougoumontj and caused some confusion and delay. 

The 15th Hussars was moved soon after to the ground 
on the right of the position, where I have marked a 
Squadron as placed, and where the Enemy showed a strong 
body of Lancers, which we were preparing to attack. The 
Enemy made this diversion for the purpose of drawing off 
our force from the right centre of the position, which, in 
fact, was successful, for we were no sooner off that ground 
than the first attack made by the Cuirassiers took place 
upon the spot we had quitted. We at once returned to 
our former position, leaving one Squadron to keep the 
French Lancers in cheek. 

We were no sooner on our ground than we advanced in 
line, and charged the Grenadiers k Cheval, who fled from us. 
Our next attack (in line without reserve) was [on] a square 
of French Infantry, and our horses were within a few feet 
of the Square. We did not succeed in breaking it, and, of 
course, suffered most severely. In short, during the day 
we were constantly on the move, attacking and retreating 
to our lines, so that, at the close of the Battle, the two 
Squadrons were dreadfully cut up. 

When the Cuirassiers made their first attack, they 
passed through the Squares considerably in rear of our lines, 
and in retiring a body of them followed the high road to 
Nivelles. They came unexpectedly to the ad a f is mark ed 
on your map, and a Eegiment of Infantry hidden there 
gave them their fire, which destroyed them all. 

I am, &c., 

Hehey Lane. , 
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VIVIAN’S GAVALBY BBIGADE. 

Yivian’s Cavalry Brigade. 

The 6th (Light) Cavalry Brigade was composed 
of the loth or Prince of Wales’s Hussars, the ISth 
Hussai's, and the 1st Hussars of the King’s German 
Legion. It was under the command of Major- 
General Sir Hussey Vivian, K.C.B. 

In the retreat on June. 1 7th, the Brigade formed 
the rear portion of the left Cavalry Column. It 
had some skirmishing with the Prench Cavalry 
previous to crossing the Genappe, or Dyle, River at 
the bridge of Thuy, where the advance of the latter 
was checked, and the Brigade then marched to the 
position at Waterloo without further molestation. 

On the 18th it was posted on the extreme left 
of the Line, where it I’emained until the advance of 
the Prussians rendered its presence there no longer 
necessary. 

The Brigade was then moved to the immediate 
right of the Brussels-Genappe road, and was drawn 
up in support of some German Infantry which was 
being greatly harassed. Here it was exposed for 
some time to a tremendous fire of artillery and 
musketry. 

On the repulse of the Imperial Guard, the 
Brigade moved round by the right of Maitland’s 
Guards, and advanced towards the French position. 
On arriving about half-way, the Regiments were 
ordered by Vivian to form line on their leading 
half-Squadrons, the lOth in front, the 18th and 1st 
Hussars in support. Owing to the fast pace of the 
leading half-Squadrons, they advanced rather in 
echelon than in line. The 10th was inclined to the 

K * ■ 


'Bee General 
Plan, 1. 


Bee General 
Plan, Ko, 3* 
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rigM, and its three Squadrons successively en- 
countered bodies of the French Cavalry, overthrew 
and dispersed them. 

The 18th were then directed towards the left 
against some of the Cavalry of the Imperial Q-uard 
drawn up in front of La Belle Alliance. Some 
French Horse Artillery attempted to gallop away 
across the front of the Eegiment, but were over- 
taken, the gunners and drivers cut down, and the 
Q-uns secured. The 18th then charged the Cavalry 
and completely dispersed them, and also drove 
some more Artillerymen from their G-uns, the whole 
flying in disorder. 

Meanwhile, the 10th on the right had gone on 
in pursuit of the Enemy’s Cavalry, excepting about 
a weak Squadron collected by Major Howard. 
Vivian, calculating upon the support of some 
Infantry which was approaching, ordered this 
Squadron to attack a French Square of Infantry. 
This was carried out with great gallantry, but also 
with great loss, amongst the killed being Major 
Howard, as our Infantry had gone in pursuit of a 
separate Column. The Hussars, however, kept 
pressing the Square, and forced it back for some 
distance, until it finally broke up, and its ranks 
joined the other fugitives. 

The remaining portion of the 10th, after re- 
turning from the pursuit of the French Cavalry, 
came upon about half a Battalion of the Imperial 
Guard which had been rallied, and was supported 
by Cavalry. The 10th charged both bodies, which 
turned and fled. 

The 10th and 18 th having become greatly 
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mixed up with, the flying Enemy, were at length, 
and with difficulty, rallied and re-formed behind 
the 1st Hussars, which were brought up into front 
line, and ultimately the Brigade bivouacked for the 
night near the hamlet of Hilaincourt. 

Nos. 70 and 71 refer to the receipt of intelli- 
gence of the advance of the French Army into 
Belgium. 

Nos. 70 and 75 refer to the march on Quatre 
Bras. 

Nos. 70, 71, and 75 to the retreat on June 17th. 

Nos. 71, 74, 75, and 76 to the arrival of the 
Prussians at Waterloo, and all the letters to the 
Battle of Waterloo. 


Sir H. 


MAJOH-GENERAL SIR HUSSEY YIYIAN, K.G.B. 

Extracts from a Letter to Lady Yivian. 


June 23rd, 1815. First day^s halt. 
On June IStli I went to Tournay to inspect tlie 1st 
Hussars. I there heard that the whole French Army had 
concentrated at Maubeuge^ and the persuasion in Prance 
was that Buonaparte would arrive from Paris and advance 
on the 15th. We treated this with contempt, supposing 
that he would hardly dare such a thing, &c. On the 14th 
I returned to my quarters at Neder Boulire [?]> and on the 
15th I went to Brussels to attend a ball to be given by the 
Duchess of Richmond, and I should here notice that so 
little did the Duke of Wellington expect an advance of 
the Enemy, that he was to have given a ball on June £lst, 
the anniversary of the Battle of Vittoria, 

At dinner on the 15th, however, he heard that the 
Enemy had advanced and driven the Prussians, who were 
at Binehe, out of that place. At the ball reports came 
K'' 2 ■■ 


No. 70 . 

ISthJune. ■ 

At Toumaj’' 
heard that 
the French 
amy kid 
concentrated 
at Maubeuge, 


lath June. 

Duchess of 
liichrnoiid’s 
ball 

Duke of Wel- 
lington was to 
have given a 
ball on the 
21st. 

At dinner the 
Duk:e heard. 


^IR H. Titi4k. 
of the Ereneli 
advance. 

More reports 
at the hall. 


Received 
orders to 
march at day- 
break. 

16 th June. 


Anived at 
Quatro Bras ; 
threw out 
pickets. ■ 

17 th June. 


Retreat on 
I 7 th. 

The Cavalry 
to cover the 
retreat ; 
Vivian’s 
Brigade on 
the left. 


Enemy’s 
Cavalry drive 
in pickets. 
Artillery fire 
begins. 

Enemy moved 
to attack the 
centre Column 
also. 

Ordered to 
retire, 
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whicli proved tlie Euemy were ' advanciBg, in very ' great 
force. Things became serious, and most of the Officers, 
about twelve or one o’clock, left Brussels to join their 
respective Corps. 

We received orders to march at daybreak upon 
Enghien— twelve miles from Granimont. From Eiighien 
we moved by Braine-le- Comte, twelve miles more, to 
Nivelles, twelve more; the roads dreadful. 

We threw out our pickets and skirmished on the Field 
of Battle.. ■ 

The next morning, the 17th, the French and we stood 
looking at each other, neither party appearing disposed to 
move, Loz*d Wellington waiting for the junction of his 
whole army, Lord Hill’s Corps not having arrived, when he 
would have attacked the French. 

Orders were given accordingly, and the Cavalry left to 
cover the retreat, the tiussars in front, Grant’s Brigade on 
the right, mine on the left. We remained quietly on the 
ground until about two o’clock, when immediately on my 
left I observed a great dust, and by looking a little nearer 
I discovered an enormous Column of Cuirassiers, Lancers, 
Hussars, fee., moving over a hill into the high road which 
was on my flank. My pickets were soon engaged and 
driven in. A Brigade of the Enemy trotted up the road 
and formed opposite to me, a little ravine separating us. I 
opened upon them with my Horse Artillery. They very 
soon returned the compliment with theirs. A large body 
also moved up the road to attack our centre, where General 
Doimberg was posted with the 7th Hussars and SSrd. 

The line of Heavy Cavalry and Light Dragoons in our 
rear had hy this time received orders to fall back, and we 
in advance were to do the same. This I did very 
yr/, for at this moment a Brigade of Lancers and Chasseurs 
a Cheval were about to attempt crossing the ravine in my 
front, and my fingers were itching to have a lick at 
them. However we retired quietly enough. They 
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cannonaded my: rear, and pressed my rear Sqiiadron imtil IBs rear 
we crossed a little river, tire Dyle, which runs by Genappe, pJesge™^ 
and then I formed the lOth to support my rear guard, and . 
they molested me no more. Not so the poor 7th, &e. &e. 

,18th. , . . . . ■ , ■ , / , iStli. June. , 

: , larrivedintherearoft^^ Infantry just at the time' that ^ 

several small Squares of Foreign troops were giving way. In 
fact my wheeling into line in their rear and cheering them right and 
actually halted two of them, and gave them confidence. Lord ©f 
Edward Somerset with the wretched remains of the two troops en- 
Heavy Brigades, not £00 men .and. horses, retired through ' 

me, and I. then remained for about half an hour exposed to 2 

the most dreadful fire of shot, shell, and musketry that it is Remains of 
possible to imagine. No words can give any idea of it Heavy 
(how a man escaped is to me a miracle), we every instant 
expecting through the smoke to see the Enemy appearing 
under our noses, for the smoke was literally so thick that 
we could not see ten yards off. But we at last began to 
find that the shots did not come so thick, and I dis- 
covered that the Enemy were, instead of advancing to gain 
our position, retrograding on theirs. The moment to 
attack was arrived, and I received orders to advance. 


through 

Yivian’s 

Brigsidr 


Having cleared the smoke I observed the French 
I'etiring up the hill and along the high road covered by 
their Guns — two large bodies of Cavalry, and two Squares 
of Infantry, whilst our Infantry were gallantly moving on 
also after them. 

I led the head of my Brigade diagonally across the 
ground for the left body of Cavalry. The Enemy, seeing 
this, opened a fire upon me from the Square, and with 
grape from their Guns, and I suffered some loss. But every 
man was at his post. We gave them a cheer in reply, and 
I instantly ordered the Regiments to form line on their 
.front half -Squadrons. They did it to admiration. I led 
the 10th against a body of Cuirassiers and Lancers, much 
superior to them in force, on the French left, and having 
se^ui them fairly in, the Enemy flying and falling under 
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13th June* 
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their swords, I rushed to the 18th, and with them attaclved 
the Cuirassiers and Chasseurs who formed the French right 
in support of the Square and Guns. They were routed by 
the intrepidity and gallantry of this Regiment, and the 
artillerymen cut down at their Guns. From this moment 
not another cannon shot was fired. By this time the 
remains of the 10th had again formed The 1st Hussars, 
still in reserve, determined that the glory of ending the 
day should end [?rest] with the Regiment of my Royal 
Master, I ordered the 10th to charge the Square of Infantry 
still steady and close to us. This they did most gallantly, 
and as gallantly was the attack received. 

The 10th cut down the French in their ranks, some few 
then escaped under cover of a hedge, but from this time 
every man was in retreat, and eventually every man was 
taken during a pursuit which lasted as long as we could 
see, so long, indeed, until from actually having cut down 
some Prussians, we were obliged to desist and give them 
the pursuit. . . 

We marched in pursuit on the 19th to Nivelles, EOth 
to Binehe, 21st to Bavay, 22nd Le Gateau. Prom day- 
break until sunset have we been marching. Now the 
Infantry are so fatigued that it has been found absolutely 
necessary to rest. 

FROM THE SAME. 

(Lieut. -Geneeal, G.C.B., G.O.H.) 

0.0, [Ordnance Office], June Srd, 1839, 

In the U.S. Journal for this month is a paper headed 
Popular Errors Respecting the Battle of W aterloo,'’"’ which 
is not in itself perhaps exactly correct. As you are about 
to write a History perhaps the following remarks may be of 
some use to you. 

1st. In respect to the Duke being taken by surprise. 
That he must have been aware the Enemy was con- 
centrating there can be no doubt. I myself on the 12th 
and 13th visited Tournay and Mons, I found in front of 
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Tournay, where there had l3een a picket of French Cavalry, 
they were replaced by Donaniers* I spoke to them, 
and they did not hesitate to say that their Army was 
concentrating, and that if they did not attack us they 
expected we should attack them, and this, on my return 
to my I communicated both to Lord Anglesey 

and Lord Hill. 

On the 15th I ’went to Brussels and dined with Lord 
Anglesey. After dinner Sir Pultney Maleomb came to us 
from the Duke, where he had dined, and said that the 
French had advanced, and I think he said had taken 
Charleroi. At night we all went to the Duchess of Eich- 
mond^s ball. It was only during the ball that the Duke 
called several o£ those who commanded Divisions or 
Brigades together, and told us to be prepared to move in 
the morning, and it was during the night only that orders 
were issued for the actual march of the British troops 
from the right towards Nivelles, and it was on the march 
that we received orders to continue our march on Quatre 
Bras. That the Duke must have been aware, therefore, that 
the French were concentrating there can be no doubt. 
That the uncertainty of the front on which they would 
make their attack prevented his concentrating his force 
sooner I think is equally clear, and that he did not expect 
the attack quite so soon I am very much disposed to 
believe. And he was probably led to this from the fact of 
information having only about the 14th, I think, reached 
him of the Imperial Guard having left Paris, and from bis 
not calculating that they could have so soon arrived with 
the Army, and been in a state of readiness to advance. 

2nd. That the Prussians were seen advancing to our 
support long before their arrival on the field there can 
be no doubt. (The French at first took them for Groiichy^s 
Corps.) That its being an understood thing between the 
Duke and Blucher that they wei’e to support us, and that 
such understanding was a necessary part of our remain- 
ing in our position and risking a battle is equally certain. 
Any attempt therefore to throw doubt on the combination 
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by wbicb tlieir assistance was afforded to ns is quite 
absui'd;, and tbe writer who attempts to correct the error 
is perfectly rigpht in what he says on this part of the 
subject. That the arrival of the Prussians rendered 
the victory more complete is^ I feel confident^ quite correct. 
Had the French been engaged earlier in the day with 
them^ the last body that attacked us would not have Been 
so committed. So far the delay of the arrival was most 
fortunate. Stilb however, had they arrived earlier we 
might have beaten the Enemy sooner, and had more day- 
light to take advantage of our victory. 

3rd. That the position of Waterloo is by no means a 
strong one cannot for a moment be disputed. How far 
the statement that the Duke had the year before selected it 
is correct I will not pretend to say, but I will mention an 
anecdote told me by poor Sir Fredk. Ponsonby after the 
Battle, and what I heard him often repeat. He said ^^he 
knew it to he a fact that the Duke had himself halted 
some Eegimeiits in position on the Brussels side of Genappe, 
meaning to have halted his Army there, having that town 
and the small river that runs through it in his front, but 
that Delancey, his Quartermaster-General, who had been 
sent to the rear, came to him and described to him the 
position of Waterloo, and that the Duke determined to 
retire from that on which he was then halted to take up 
that on which the Battle was fought/’ 

The French made a great mistake in attacking the 
position of Waterloo. They should have masked Hougou- 
mont and penetrated with all their force between us and 
the Prussians by attacking our left, or else they should 
have attacked Hougaumont in a different manner than 
that in which they did attack it, not advancing against 
the garden and wood, but occupying in force the height 
above it and driving our troops out with their Artillery, 
and then turning our idght altogether, advancing, getting 
possession of the road to Brussels at the point of junction 
with that from Nivelles and that from Genappe. They 
might thus have bothered us terribly. 
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4tli. Witli respect to tlie meeting of Wellington and 
Blneher I see a note refers to what I said in the Gawler 
controversy. I cannot turn to that correspondence^ but I 
have no doubt in my own mind that when I saw^ the Duke 
he had met Blucher. I think his words were^, on my 
telling him (after congratulating him on his victory) that 
my Brigade was in perfect order/ reformed after their 
attack^ and ready to pursue : ^^^Our troops have had a hard 
day^s work ; the Prussians will pursue the Enemy ; do 
you bivouac your Brigade/’^ I am not quite certain^ but 
I believe he said he had settled it with Blucher the 
Prussians were to pursue. Certain I am that what he said 
conveyed that conviction to my mind that he had seen 
Blucher. 

The morning after the Battle, at or soon after daybreak, 
I proceeded from tlie hamlet of Hilaincourt over the Field 
of Battle to Waterloo to see Lord Anglesey. I called on 
the Duke, it must have been about or soon after four 
o^clock j be had just got his breakfast. He asked me 
many questions about the field, which I had just passed 
[over] , and was very much surprised, indeed, when I assured 
him of the very large number of the Enemy Guns that 
I had seen on the ground. He told me no Eeturns he had 
received had at all amounted to what I had described, and 
I am quite certain he. was not at that time aware of the 
full extent of his Victory. He told me, I recollect full 
well, that as far as he had then heard, the Prisoners sent 
to the rear were about 1,^00. 

I believe you have my Journal of the proceedings of 
my Brigade, but I am not certain if I have gone into all 
the detail, or mentioned some interesting anecdotes of 
what occurred in front of Guatre Bras before our retreat. 

On the morning of the 17th at daybreak, or soon 
after, the Duke came to Quatre Bras. I believe he bad 
slept at Genappe. I was on horseback near the house 
at Quatre Bras, looking about. Some few of the 
Enemy^s vedettes only were to be seen, and my Brigade 
being on the left, I had two strong pickets out. 
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one o£ tlie IStli on the Namnr road and one o£ the 10th 
Hussars in front. The 1st Hussars had only joined me 
from Tournay in the night after an immense march. 

The Duke asked me what account I could give of the 
Enemy, I told him all I knew^ which was not in fact 
much;, for they had been very quiet. He then desired that 
I should send half a Squadron with an A.DvC. of his (GoL 
Gordon) on the Namur road. I did so and in about an 
hour^ or rather more, they returned, reporting that the 
Enemy was to he seen on the right of the road about 
two miles distant, where they had been engaged with 
the Prussians the preceding day, but that they could not 
learn that they had ei’ossed the road. This patrol, how- 
ever, seeing the Enemy on the right, had not ventured to 
push on very far, from a fear of being cut off. Soon 
after the patrol was sent off the Duke received some 
despatches from England, and shortly after that I think he 
gave orders for the retreat, having satisfied himself that 
although the Enemy were not in motion, still they were 
preparing to move. He then lay himself down on the 
ground, covered his head with one of the newspapers he 
had been reading, and appeared to fall asleep, and in this 
way he remained some time; when he again rose and 
mounted his horse and rode down the field in front of 
Quatre Bras a little distance, and looked about through 
his glass, and I perfectly well remember his expressing 
his astonishment at the perfect quiet of the Enemy and 
his saying it was ^^not at all impossible that they also 
might be retreating/^ 

He remained for some time longer anxiously looking 
out, when on a sudden on the imd to Namur at a con- 
siderable distance, I should say about three miles, we saw 
something glittering in the sun, which was rising bril- 
liantly. The Duke at fii’st said they were the French 
bayonets, but on looking through my glass I saw they 
were Cuirassiers, moving on the road and forming in the 
field by the side of it. Very shortly after the picket of 
the 18th Hussars began skirmishing as did that of the 10th 
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ia our front, and also that of tlie 7tli Hussars (I believe) 
on our right. My Brigade with their Guns formed on VmanV 
the left of the house of Quatre Bras, Vandeleur-’s in their 
rear and on their right somewhat. Presently the 18th ofc^uatre 
picket came galloping in, followed by two or three le^sinthJr 
Squadrons of French Cavalry, on which my Guns openecl 
a fire, and if I am not mistaken, some Guns of another 
Brigade on the right did the same. This checked the prench 
advance of the French, but we presently saw them very 

active in bringing up Guns, and soon a fire was opened on Artillery are, 

whicli the 

. . Enemy rex^liod 

The Duke had by this time left us to go more to the to. 

right. Lord Anglesey, who remained, told me we were to Retreat on 

retire, and that Vandeleur's Brigade would support mine, 

and he then left me. I saw the Enemy pressing on in vast 

numbers, not only on my front, but left flank. I therefore 

ordered off the Guns at once. Fortunately, I had early in 

the morning sent an Officer of the Artillery, Lieut. Swahey, Lieutenant 

to reconnoitre the passages of the little river Dyle, and he ’ 

had discovered a bridge to yrhieh a road parallel to the 

high road led from the rear of Quatre Bras, and which 

was a little higher up [lower down] the river than Genappe. The guns sent 

To this bridge, then, he at once moved at a trot with his Q^nappe^ 

Guns, and passed without interruption from the Enemy. I River. 

pat my Brigade about and retreated in line, covered by 

skirmishers. Across a small dip in the ground, and stand- Une. 

ing rather on a commanding position, Vandeleur’s Brigade 

was drawn up distant from me about six hundred or seven 

hundred yards. I fully calculated on his allowing me to 

pass through and his taking the rear. The Enemy had 

brought some Guns to bear on us, and I recollect a soldier 

of the 18th being killed by a shot immediately before roe 

in the ranks of that Regiment as we were retiring. 

On my arriving within about fifty or sixty yards of 
Sir J. Vandeleur, he put his Brigade about and retired, retiros on the 
upon which I moved to the ground he had occupied, and 
directed the 1st Hussars to cover the left fiank and left 
front. In this manner we stood some time skirmishing 
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with the Enemj^ and daring which Lieut. -Colonel Thorn- 
hill, A.D.C., came from Lord Uxbridge to me to see what 
we were aboat. I told Mm I had enough upon my hands, 
but that I hoped to get my people all well off j and I sent 
an A.D.C. to Sir J. Vandeleur to desire he would as fast 
a.s possible get his Brigade over the bridge, in order that 
I might have no interruption in my retreat in ease I was 
hard pressed. 

About this time the most tremendous storm I almost 
ever witnessed came on, in a very short time rendering 
the ground so deep that the horses had some difficulty 
in moving quick through it. To this I am persuaded I 
am in a very great degree indebted for the little loss I 
^sperieneed in the retreat to the bridge. The Enemy 
began to relax in their preparations for enveloping me, 
which considerable bodies assembling on my left appeared 
preparing to do ; those in my front were contented with 
simply skirmishing. 

I sent off the 18th Hussars and 10th, ordering both 
Regiments to form on the other side of the bridge, and 
the loth to dismount some of their men who were armed 
with rifles to defend it, and prevent the French from 
pursuing our rear guard over it should they press us 
hard, and I remained with the 1st Hussars (K.G.L.). 
This Regiment had now taken the whole of the rear guard 
of our left, and skirmished with the Enemy, but no charge 
took place. 

On the high I'oad to our right skirmishing was also 
going on, and I observed the greater portion of the Enemy^s 
Cavalry were directed to that road. After some time I 
sent off a Squadron of the 1st Hussars towards the bridge, 
and when we began to do this the French again pressed on 
so much as to interpose between the left Squadron and the 
body of the Regiment, and oblige that Squadron to pass 
the little river (Dyle) higher up [lower down] than the 
bridge over which we passed. 

When I found all was ready, I galloped off down the 
road to the bridge with the remaining Troops of the 
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Hussars. The Frencli followed ns cheering, and took a 

Sergeant whose horse was wounded. On our passing the 

bridge and the Enemy arriving at it, some of the dis- Eamy 

mounted men fired, and from that moment no attempt 

made to molest us. I halted my Brigade some little time moimtedmeE. 

on the ground beyond the bridge, and then moved quietly 

on the narrow lane which runs parallel to the high road by 

an old Abbey, I think called the Abbey of [? Ayanors], to • 

the hamlet of Verd Cocou, where I bivouacked, the officers 

occupying three small houses. 


I donT know if I sent you a long series of extracts 
I made from different French writers speaking of the 
Battle [Waterloo] ; in which they all attribute the com- 
plete disorder (the stsite) into which the 

French were thrown at the end of the day to the attack of 
these six Regiments of fresh Cavalry (Vandeleur^s and 
Viviaii^s Brigades) . Now, without meaning to take from 
the merits of my friend Vandeleur, I must claim for my 
people their due. I assert positively that, when I advanced 
I left Vandeleuris Brigade standing on the position, and 
they cheered me as I passed. The 10th charged, the 18th 
charged ; the Squadron or more of the lOth under Howard 
formed and charged again, and I had myself ordered the 
lOth and 18th to be re-formed and to follow me. Having 
placed myself at the head of two Squadrons of the 1st 
Hussars, two other Squadrons being in support, and was 
advancing in pursuit of the broken Enemy, when I found 
on my right and front the 11th Regiment, part of 
Vandeleiiris Brigade. 

So completely had I found myself alone with my 
Brigade prior to this, that I had actually some time before 
sent my A.D.C., Captain Keane, to Sir J. Vandeleur to 
request he would come on and support me, and the gallant 
old Soldier, for he is as brave an old fellow as ever lived, 
was very angry with me for so doing, saying ^^ tliat I had 
no business to send orders (which I did not) to my senior 
"■Officer/^ ■ ■■ ■ ■' ‘ , . . ' ■ ■ - ■ • '■ 
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I wisli I could tell you any tiling of Napoleon during 
the day^ but I neither saw or heard anything of him^ ex- 
cepting before the attack began, when, with a large suite 
of Officers, he rode amongst the Columns forming in the 
front of the British left, and was hailed with shouts of 
Vive FEmpereuf. I fancied looking through my glass I 
could distinguish the little Hero, and^ indeed, have little 
doubt of it, but he very soon returned towards the centre 
of his position, and certainly after that never again, I 
should say, came to that part of the French line. 

Ever^ &c., " 

Hussey Vi viAX. 

FROM THE SAME. 

Menwrandtim, Jan, IStJi^ 1830. 

In one of the Numbers of the QtiaHerl^ Beview the 
conduct of the British Light Cavalry in the Battle of 
Waterloo is noticed in the most slighting terms. Every- 
thing is attributed to the Heavy Cavalry, which arm alone 
is stated to have had power enough to meet the French 
Cuirassiers. Now, I have no wish to take from the great 
merits of the Heavy Cavalry on the occasion. The Life 
Guards and Blues, with the 1st Dragoon Guards, gallantly 
met and repulsed the charges of the Cuirassiers in the very 
heat of the Action, and the losses of these Regiments afford 
evident proofs how severely they must have been engaged. 
Whilst about the same time the desperate attack of the 
Brigade of Heavy Cavalry under the command of Major- 
General Sir William Ponsonhy on the Columns of French 
Infantry advancing against our position on the left of the 
road j and its complete success, had an influence on the 
Battle infinitely greater than has ever been admitted ; 
indeed, having myself witnessed from my position on the 
left the complete success of the charge, and the consequences 
to the French Infantry, I cannot but consider one of 
the 7?wst impofimt features of tie Battle, 
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, But after these attacks of the Brigade of Life G uards Owing to the 
and Sir , William PoBSOiihy^s^. they became non-effeetivej other Camky, 
and , the other Cavalry of the right having suffered most 
severely/ there remained only the Cavalry of the, left^ Sir Brigades only 
, J, Vandeleur^s and Sir H, Vivian's Brigades, effective. 

These Brigades, then, were moved to the right, and 
arrived at a most opportune moment. The effect of their 
formation immediately in the rear of the line of Infantry 
on the position, was to give confidence to the troops almost 
worn out with the protracted and murderous combat, and 
to the effect of the [? their] charge the following quotations 
from French authors (for they at least have done them French au- 
Justiee^ and those who feel the blow may be supposed to rout 

know, under such circumstances, from whence it came) 
will bear testimony. 

The detail of the proceedings of Sir H. Vivian's in reality ifc 
Brigade will show that the Cavalry referred to is this 
Brigade, and this only. Si?* /. Vandeleiir's did not charge Yivian’s. 
until 80 ? 7 ie time af ter on the remams of a hrohen Square 
of Infantry that had collected ^ 2 .rA most of whom were 
made prisoners by it. That Sir J. Vandeleur's Brigade 
did not attack any of the French Cavalry, nor indeed 
nntil they had been all driven from the field, is proved by 
their having taken no horses, whilst a very large number, 
nearly two hundred, were captured by Sir H. Vivian's 
Brigade. The principal loss sustained by Sir J. 
Vandeleur's Brigade occurred whilst- formed on the left 
of the road, and in support of Sir William Ponsonby's 
Brigade. There, indeed, its loss had been great, and 
especially in the l‘2th Light Dragoons. The attack that 
was made at night on the body of French Infantry that 
had collected, was made by the 11th and part of the 16th 
Light Dragoo,ns. 

The time between the attack of the first, 6th, Brigade 
and the advance of Sir J. Vandeleur's must have been at 
least twenty minutes, if not thirty. It may be judged of 
from the following facts: the 10th had charged and 
rallied ; the 18th had charged after the order to halt was 
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given to the. 10th;, the order: to halt had. been given to the 
18th; the rallied body o£ the IQth had charged^ and it was 
after this that Captain Keane was sent bj:Sir H. ¥ivian to 
Sir J. Vandelenr to beg him to move on in his support ; 
and Sir H. Vivian was in the act of moving on with two 
Squadrons of the 1st Hussars when Sir J. VandeleuFj with 
his Brigade^ passed by his right flank, and a conversation 
took place between them. 

I have been thus particular in stating these facts, because 
it will be seen by some of the following extracts that the 
confusion occasioned by the attack of the Cavalry from the 
left is attributed to an attack of both these Brigades, 
whereas in fact it was one only that made the most impor- 
tant impression. 

In saying this it is not my object to take from the merit 
of the conduct of Sir J. Vandeleu/s Brigade. That 
Brigade had been much exposed and had suffered severely 
and behaved gallantly early in the day, whilst mine was 
comparatively in security. 

It was fair and right, therefore, that the brunt of the 
Battle should at last fall upon me [?ns], and having so 
fallen it is equally fair and right we should have credit 
for it. 

Truth is history, and histoiy without truth does not 
deserve the name ; and I am anxious for the sake of the 
gallant men I commanded, that one day at least the 
truth may be known. 

Hussey Vivian ■ 

. FROM THE SAME. 

, No date. 

The first Prussians that came into action I should say 
were the advanced guard of a Corps not exceeding two 
Regiments, and supported by another; they passed the 
hedge of Papelotte, drew up across the valley in line almost 
at right angles with us. They were directly under where I 
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stoocl^ and I saw tlie .operation as plainly as if at, a field 
day. 

Tlie Freneb. at once advanced against them (their left 
'flank .rather)^, and drove them back. They then oecnpied 
the village of Smohain or Papelotte, I forget exactly the 
name. This must have been somewhere between five and 
six o^clock. I should say nearer five. It was a consider- 
able time after this that the Prussians appeared in force. 
They [we] remained long enough for me to see the French 
reserve and right form line en potenee in order to meet 
the attack on Plaiichenoit^ and I was surprised to see 
the tremendous fire the French were able to direct 
against the Prussians. It was just as this took place 
that I moved to the right. 

If anyone can tell you exactly about the time we 
advanced it will give you the time of the Prussians being 
generally engaged/ but I should certainly say that they 
were before Planchenoit very soon after half-past seven , 
if not as early. This I saw then^ when with the 18th 
Hussars I got into the high road beyond La Belle 
Alliance. Some Prussians also had reached it^, and I have 
no doubt some were cut down by the 18th for French^ 
for I myself saw two or three who were wounded with 
the sabre on the road the next morning. 

I have no doubt Gawler is quite correct as to when 
he saw the Prussian Artillery^ — that is some few Guns; 
but I do not tlunk any large force of Prussians reached the 
high road short of Belle Alliance. I am certain some 
came along the French original position^, from the direction 
of the fire. The fact was that after the attack of the 
Prussians^ theirs might almost be called the general Action 
— fighting bad in a great degree ceased along our Line^ 
excepting on one front— the attack of the Imperial 
Guards so that the Prussian Army must of course cut a 
conspicuous figure at the moment chosen for representation 
on the Model. ,■ 

In truth/ 1 care not what others may say, we were 
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greatly indebted to the Prussians, and it was their com- 
ing on the right and rear of Napoleon that gave us the 
Victory o£ Waterloo. We might have held our ground, 
but we never could have advanced but for the Prussian 
inovement. 

The advance of my Brigade and the attacks of the 
lOtli and 18th no doubt threw into confusion all those 
French troops formed to cover the retreat on their left of 
the road around La Belle Alliance, whilst Adames Brigade 
had before routed the body of reserve covering the 
attack. I can very easily believe that the movement 
of the SSnd, &c., did not occupy more time than Gawler 
mentions. 

You are quite right in saying there is not the slightest 
ground for jealousy, and I must say those are most unjust 
to the Prussians who refuse them their full share of credit 
for their most effective aid at the end of the day. I must 
conclude. Ever, &e., 

H. Vivian. 


FBOM THE SAME (Lord Vivian). 

Bodmin, November 27tli, 1841. 

In the details of what took place under such circum- 
stances as the advance of my Brigade at the end of the day 
of Waterloo, it would be a miracle if all parties in the same 
Begiment [? Brigade] ever agreed. It is very possible 
that both Colonel Taylor and I may be right, and yet 
not exactly agree. Indeed it is extraordinary that we 
all (I mean all the Officers of my Brigade) agree so 
generally. 

That I ordered the advance at a trot, and that the 
leading Squadron moved off at a trot, and went down 
the hill into the flat at a trot, I cannot lime the 
slightest douit. That Taylor, who commanded the centre 
Squadron of the 10th, might have galloped in order to pre- 
serve his distance, perhaps from not having moved off the 
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position, at tlae same, niomeiit is very possible. There is one 
cireumstaiiee to which I have I think to you before adverted^ 
that proves the advance was, at a trot and not a hurried 
one. The leading* half-Squadron as we w^ere mo,ving o,ff the 
position, oil approaching some of our Guns wdieeled to the 
right instead of to the left, and was consequently moving 
to the rear. I ivas on the flank of the Squadron. I imme- 
diately (I recollect perfectly well), with a conaiderahle degree 
of eoipliaHuf^^c.^ and a good hearty damn, galloped to the 
flank of the second half-Squadron, and said that it was 
towards the Emmy and not from the Enemy they were to 
wheel. I then took the flank Officer's place and I led the 
Column down the hill in the direction I wished it to move 
until the leading half-Squadron was brought back into its 
place, wiien I went to the flank of that half-Squadron, and 
in this way conducted the Column some little distance. 
Now had our advance been at any very rapid pace the 
half-Squadron which had wheeled from us and been left 
behind, somewhat perhaps eonfused and entangled with 
the Guns, would never have returned to its place in so short 
a time. 

Then as to what happened when we arrived in the plain 
at the bottom of the hill. That there was a pause, and I 
may say a halt in the front I can positively affirm; the 
very circuiiistanee of Sir Colin Campbell coming to me 
from the Duke and desiring me to halt, and the conversa- 
tion which took place (the affair of a minute, or perhaps 
moment only, I admit), proves it. When I moved on 
again, and ordered the formation on the leading half- 
Squadron, and the advance and attack, the order was to 
form line on the front half-Squadron; hut that the forma- 
tion was rather eri echelon of Squadrons than in line 
I think is much more than probable, and if any halt 
occurred in the next Squadron it was [illegible] at once, 
fori well recollect -the instant-, it - was in line giving the 
order to charge, and the others no doubt took it up 
in sueeessioii. I sent orders to the 18 th to remain 
steady, in, support. -’ I charged with the lOth,, and' as 
■ L 2' 
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soon as we were well into the Enemy and mixed up, the 
French making off, I gave the word halt/^ and galloped 
off to the 18th. 

Mb route I was attacked by one o£ the Cuirassiers whom 
we had passed. I was fortunate enough to give him a 
thrust in the neck with my left hand (for my right was in 
a sling, and I was just capable of holding the reins with it 
only*), and at that moment I was joined by my little 
German orderly, who cut the fellow off his horse, I then 
went to the 18th, and what happened afterwards I have 
before described to you. 

The circumstance of the Squadron of the 2nd Light 
Dragoons, K.G.L., having been attacked by some Lancers 
when passing across our front you will recollect I have 
before described to you. I believe I also mentioned a cir- 
cumstance that occurred at that time, which made a great 
impression on me, which was that a man of that Squadron 
having had his horse wounded, and struggling to get from 
under him, and a French Lancer immediately before me 
blowing his brains out. 

Ever, &c., 

Vivian. : 


10th oe Prince of Walbs^ Hussars, 
LIEIJT.-COLONEL' T. W. TAYLOR, 10th HIJSSARS. 

Captain 10th Hussaes and Beey.-Majoe. 

TO SIB HUSSEY VIVIAN. 

]Sfovemher,lS29, 

My Dear Sir, . 

I am afraid that I cannot pretend to exactness as to 
the proceedings of the Hussar Brigade under your com- 
mand on the 16th, 17th, and 18th June, 1815, but at your 

^ In consequence of a wound received at Croix d’Orade, near 
Toulouse. — 


VIVIAN^S. GAVALEY BEmADE. . • , , 1^5 

request .will do my best, to relate what'. I remem.ber of' the 
prO'Ceediiigs o£, the 10th Hussars, which may be useful in, 
recalliog ..to your mind the general movements of the 
Brigade. Many of my opinions may be erroneous.; I 
have never seen the ground sinee we galloped over it, but. I 
fancy that if I was there I could point out the exact course 
we took, in spite of Belgie Lions and Tombs, &e., with 
which they say the ground is now encumbered. .If I use 
the vowel of which Lord Erskine was accused of being 
so fond, it is only because I relate what I saw or thought, 
and it must be excused. , ^ 

On the 15th June I rode home from Brussels to 
Vivorde by myself iij the evening, and found that there 
were orders for a field day next morning. On the Ifith, 
at about half-past four a.m., my servant called me and said 
the Regiiiient was ordered to turn out in full marching 
order to change quarters. The Brigade assembled on the 
road from Vivorde to Grammont. We waited sometime 
for the 18th Hussars. When assembled we commenced 
our march (I think) about seven. We proceeded through 
Grammont and Enghien, falling in with other Corps of 
Cavalry on the march. At Enghien Lieut. Parsons of my 
Troop Joined, having come across from Brussels, where I 
had left him the day before ; he informed me of the 
advance of the French, that the troops had turned out 
from Brussels, and that there would probably be an action 
in the course of the day. 

After some hours^ march, we turned off the road to 
the right, dismounted and fed, and the men and Officerc 
dined on what they had in the haversacks or could procure — 
continued the march to Braine-le-Comte. In passing 
through a deep wood beyond that town, we began to hear 
firing; on our issuing from the wood it became quite 
distinct, and soon we were enabled to see the line of smoke 
of the Action at Quatre Bras from the high banks of 
the road. An order arrived from Lord Uxbridge to throw 
away our hay and to trot at nine miles per hour, towards 
Nivelles, which we did accordingly. We passed through 
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Nivelles^ in which we saw several waggons with wounded. 
We had then an order to proceed two miles on the Namur 
road^ and the Brigade, with its Horse Artillery trotting up 
the chmmSe made no small clatter. 

We met several wounded coming out of action; when 
we got near the left of the wood at Cluatre Bras the 
firing was still going on and some cannon shot passed us ; 
a horse of the 18th I heard was killed. We formed half- 
Squadrons and were then ordered to canter, and in this 
way advanced to the Field and halted. Our horses, in 
spite of the long march— between 30 and 4i0 miles I should 
think for some of the Corps — were very fresh ; one horse 
of ours broke his neck by falling into [a] hollow road 
we passed, in consequence of his pulling and throwing up 
his head. 

The Action was now over, only a Gun firing now and 
then and a few occasional shots of tirailleurs. We heard 
of the Duke of Brunswiek^s death, and of the Battle of 
Ligny, and that the Prussians had retired. We retired 
4nd dismounted and bivouacked in a wheat-field behind 
the left of the wood in which the Guards had been 
engaged. 

17th. About two a.m., a Troop was ordered to mount 
to patrol with Sir A. Gordon, the Duke of Wellington's 
A.D.C. Captain Grey^s Troop went, they had miles 
out and as many back, most of it at a smart trot as I 
heard, but were I believe unsuccessful in communicating 
with the Prussians. Firing commenced at daybreak 
between the pickets of Infantry and lasted with little 
internaission to near 1^. Major Iloward^s Squadron had 
been on picket during the night at a farm in front and 
to the left of Quatre Bras, whither we all went in the 
morning by squadrons to water, and then returned to 
the brow of the hill and dismounted, and breakfasted, 
having a good view of the Infantry skirmishing. 

The Infantry, Gnns, and baggage commenced retiring, 
the pickets were withdrawn, and the firing ceased. At 
about 12 o^clock the French Infantry began to cook, as we 
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saw hj, tlieir fires. Our Begimeut mounted and was 
moved down to tiie low ground, where it. stood in eckeion 
o£; sc[uadrons, a picket of the 18th where the road came 
fchro.ugh the enclosures in advance of us. About this 
time we saw the French Cavalry filing over the rising 
ground in front beyond the pickets, and forming their 
columns of assembly. 

The Duke of Wellington and Staff with Lord Uxbridge 
came down to look at them, and stood near the front of 
my (the centime) Squadron. I heard the Duke say, "Well 
I suppose we shall fight them here,^^ and I understood 
Lord Uxbridge to answer that he did not think it a 
favourable situation, as there were defiles in our rear, 
&c. The Duke then said, stretching himself and yawn- 
ing, Then I suppose we must I'etreat.'’^ Just after the 
Cavalry forming two lines along the brow of the rising 
ground to the left of the road (to Namur I believe) the 
Heavy Cavalry in second line, we were ordered to retire and 
form in our place in Brigade. 

The French Cavalry then commenced its advance, the 
ISth picket falling back, not by the road, but in line 
across the fields under us, a Squadron of Lancers advanc- 
ing upon them, both having skirmishers out. When the 
Enemy^s Cavalry were pretty thick in the opening between 
the fences our Brigade of Horse Artillery Guns gave them 
a few rounds, apparently with effect, knocking men and 
horses off the road. 

Both lines of Cavalry were then ordered Threes about, 
and retired in line over the cornfields. On our getting 
rather into a hollow the Enemy’s Guns opened upon us, 
throwing shells which fell over ns. I saw one burst near 
the 18th, Just then commenced a thunderstorm worthy 
of the tropics for the loudness of the thunder and violence of 
the rain. This with the sort of ballet of war of the 
retiring and advancing Cavalry, and the French Guns 
firing, altogether made a picturesque and grand scene. 

Our Brigade then filed off into narrow roads and 
through a village, the 18th leading (I think), the 10th in 
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the centre and the 1st G. Hussars following*. I heard that 
their rear was attacked by the Enemy Just as we entered 
the narrow roads_, but tbe French soon left us for the main 
road. On issuing from the village there was a hollow way 
with an ascent commanded by high banks. Here Sir H. 
Vivian formed a division of the lOtli on the bank, in rank 
entire with carbines advanced and ready to fire into the 
hollow way and cheek pursuit, had the Enemy come on, hut 
as they did not, the division resumed its place, and the 
Brigade marched quite unmolested through narrow roads, 
hearing occasional cannonade on the main road, and the 
shouts of the attacks that took place. Lieutenant Smith 
of the 10th was sent aei'oss to the main road, and was 
present at the affair between the 7th Hussars and the French 
Lancers ; during which, at considerable risk to himself, he 
saved Lieutenant Gordon of the 7th, who was wounded, 
from capture or death, by dismounting and lending him 
his horse to carry him to the rear till he could meet his own 
led horses. Lieutenant Smith escaped being taken by 
leaping over the ditch off tbe eJumssee^ till the Lancers 
being driven back he got his horse again. 

Towards evening we reached a coppice near some 
cottages to the left of Waterloo with reference to the 
position. Here we halted and bivouacked in the coppice, 
it still raining hard. Some of the Officers made a fire and 
lay down round it, some got into cottages. I was warned 
by the Adjutant for picket with my Squadron. After 
some time I found Lord Eobert Manners and some of the 
Officers ill a cottage drying their clothes and picking and 
broiling fowls. Finding shelter I lay down and got a good 
sleep, after which went to see when my picket was to 
turnout. Towards morning I received the order, and at 
daylight marched with my Squadron to the brow of the 
hill over a village (Ohain* I believe, from inquiries I made 
of an inhabitant), where I relieved a Squadron of the IStli 
commanded by Captain Grant; they had an advanced 
post the other side of the village, and their chain of 
vedettes on the rising ground beyond it. I went round 
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witli Captain Grant and saw the post and vedettes re- 
lieved. We were to communicate with the 1st Hussars 
picket round to the left^ and (I think) Infantry on the 
right. Ill going round my vedettes I saw two Corps of 
French Cavalry in close column dismounted within 
carbine shot of them^ and looking from the ridge of the 
hill into a hollow beyond^ I saw a strong patrol of French 
Heavy Cavalry winding up a road that led away to our 
left^ probably going to feel for the Prussians. 

tiaving seen the chain secure I moved the Squadron 
into a road of the village in the bottom^ when a Prussian 
Officer with a patrol arrived at my post and desired me to 
inform the Duke of Wellington that General Bulow with 
his Corjjs (VArniee was advancing to join us^ and that he 
was trois quarts de lieue distant. Having communicated 
with our Army the Officer was to return directly. I sent 
Lieutenant Lindsay to Headquarters with this intelligence. 

We then established ourselves in a house in the village^ 
which was deserted^ and getting some fowls killed, put 
them to boil in a pot with some bacon we found. I 
mention this, as a ridiculous thing occurred which relates 
to this. One of my men came in from the advanced 
post, saying there were three great Squadrons right in 
upon us.**^ I mounted immediately and galloped to the 
front, where I saw the vedettes withdrawing steadily and 
falling back to the advance party. Serjeant Guedule [?], 
who was one of the captors of Lefebre and Benevente, was 
conducting them, I saw two or three Squadrons of 
Cavalry advancing towards the village and a general 
movement along the opposite slope, troops and Guns 
taking up their positions. 

I called in my men and mounted the rest, and know- 
ing that the village was well garnished with Infantry, 
retired through it, and formed on the plain space above, 
one Troop in advance ready to charge any Cavalry that 
might attempt to push through or round the village, 
placing more vedettes to command the hollow way and 
the valley. 
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Just then the Action commenced on that flank by 
tirailleurs skirmishing in the valley and about a farm- 
house. Some French Guns opened on the village^ and the 
troops on the hill to our right (Belgic* I believe) ^ whose 
Guns returned the fire. I think this was about 11 o^clock. 
Just then we heard a tremendous fire distant on the rights 
which I suppose was the first grand attack. I had notice 
sent me that we were not to fire on troops coming up 
from the left^ in consequence I suppose of the intelligence 
brought by the Prussian Ofiieer. 

The remainder of the Regiment and Brigade came up 
from the rear^ and my Squadron was ordered to join the 
Brigade^ which then took ground to the right and formed 
on the crest of the hill^ the 10th with their right to a 
hedge which ran at right angles to the position and a road 
rather sunk in the slope of the hill. The Horse Artillery 
were advanced to the brow of the hill; but did not fire/ 
though some Belgic Guns there (or Hanoverian) did. 
Some French Guns were either attracted by their fire or our 
position^ as for several rounds they constantly struck the 
ground in front of mine and Major Howard’s Squadrons^ 
or fired just over our heads. A cannon shot had struck 
one Squadron and caused some casualties j here Lieut. 
Hardman^ the Adjutant, who had gone forward to look, 
received a severe contusion from a musket shot. 

While in this position we saw movements of Cavalry at 
a distance to our right and a good deal to the rear^ as if 
some of ours which had attacked were retiring and rallying. 
We next moved through the hedge into the low ground 
behind the ridge, and advanced in line to the top of the 
hill to support an attack of the Light Brigade, General 
Vandeleur^s. While on the ridge of the hill there were a 
good many shells sent over us or pitched near us ,* the 
latter did no harm, as they buried in the mud and burst 
upwards. We had been all this time looking out for the 
Prussians ; we had seen the French throw out vedettes at 
[an] angle with the right of their position, and looking 
towards where the Prussians were expected by ns. They 
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had GiiBS and troops in reserve as if waiting for them. 
Some Staff Officers came occasionally to the left, to see if 
there was any appearance of them, I remember seeing 
Captain [Lieut.-Colonel] Percy, the Duke^s A, D. C. 

At last we remarked the French vedettes in some com- 
motion, and some Prussian tirailleurs began skirmishing 
with their right to the village in the bottom, and after a 
considerable time the Prussians began to come up and 
form with their right to the village. Corps after Corps, 
extending to the left in a line at right angles with the 
French Line. They established Batteries which opened, 
and the French reserves formed to oppose them opening 
their Guns also. The Prussians kept their right stationary, 
but pushed on their left getting round the Enemy, so that 
before ^ve moved to the right, their right formed an acute 
I angle [? with our Line]. I do not think the Prussians 
commenced seriously till about four o’clock, or later. 

After having supported the Light Dragoons, we took 
(I think) ground to the left again, resumed our first posi- 
tion,* then moved to the right again, and for some time 
were formed on the face oE the hill, just above the hollow 
road in which our Horse Artillery were. We dismounted 
for some time ; there was a heavy cannonade at this time. 
I heard that a shell fell through the limber box of one [of] 
our Guns without exploding it, which was fortunate, if true, 
for the Guns were Just under us. While in this position I 
remember a very sharp attack on the Infantry to our right 
near the trees, which was, I believe, the position of Sir T. 
Picton^s Division. The Enemy, however, were driven back. 

Soon after we were mounted, and advanced along the 
crest of the hill in open column of half-Squadrons, there 
was a good deal of fire, and I remember seeing Captain 
Grey^s mare in the right Squadron hit in the head ; she 
was killed after by another shot. We took ground 
towards the rear of the position by Threes right, so as to 
get under the shelter of the hill, and passed through a 
coppice of low brushwood behind the hill, and after halted 
in close eolumns Just behind, and with our left to the end 
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of a ridge. Here we saw the Infantry warmly engaged^ 
and took open column after a little time, and; bringing up 
left shoulders^ moved along the rear of the Infantry, and 
the Infantry being rather pushed by the Enemy, who kept 
up a heavy fire, we wheeled into line and supported, about 
fifty yards in rear of them ; they rather fell back upon us, 
and one Battalion of Brunswick Oels in close column, 
retiring, being [in] want of ammunition, I believe, but in 
good order, was near passing through us between my 
Squadron and Major Howard'^s. Just then two or three 
Battalions to the left of it advanced at double quick, their 
drums rolling, and drove back the Enemy. The Brunswick 
Oels faced about and advanced at the charge also, Sir H. 
Vivian and Captain Shakespeare,* &e., cheering them on. 

A cloud of tirailleurs being close up to our Infantry, 
behind which we were, and keeping up a heavy fire, we had ♦ 
many casualties here, particularly numbers of horses hit, 
some in two or three places. Captain Gimvood, of my 
right half- Squadron, was struck in the knee, the shot 
wounding his horse, which was killed as he was going to 
the rear. Caj)taiii Wood was shot through the thigh, 
and I think Captain Grey was wounded here. The men 
behaved with great steadiness in a position rather trying 
for Cavalry. 

The attack being repulsed, we wheeled by half- 
Squadrons to the right and moved on, then took ground to 
the rear by Threes, passed by a farm-house, I believe Mont- 
St.-Jean, took ground to the left (of the position) a short 
way, fronted, and after advanced in column again right 
in front, crossed a chatmee in front of the farm-house,t 
and moved on towards the right of our position bringing 
up the left shoulders rathei\ About this time I saw the 
Marquis of Anglesey and his Staff, and some miserable 
remnants of the Cavalry of the light. 

We halted in open column in rear of some Guns. 
Troops in front warmly engaged, a heavy fire. As I was 
sitting close to Lieut. Hodgson, who had taken my right 
half-Squadron after Captain Gurwood, his horse was shot 
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ill the body^ staggered forwa,rd, and fell. We either went 
Threes left from column or wheeled into line, and when we 
had come close up to the rear of a Battery, were ordered to 
pass through it by Threes, and when through to wheel up. 
This brought my right half-Squadron with its right flank 
to the muzzle of a Gun p either the Officer of Artillery had 
not ordered them to cease firing, or it was not attended to, 
for I saw the man with the portfire apparently about to 
fire, and roared out to him not to blow my half-Squadron 
away; he answered, Out of the way, then, and let me 
have my shot.’’^ I gave the word to rein back, and as soon 
as my horse'^s nose was clear of the line of fire he fired, the 
shock shaking all the horses, and the shot must have all 
hut grazed some of the horses^ noses ; luckily it was round 
shot, Lieut. Arnold had been in the same predicament 
with his half-Squadron, I heard, and when the Gun fired 
the flannel of the cartridge struck on the neck of his horse. 
After we advanced, an Officer has told me since, he saw 
one of our men knocked forwards off his horse by a cannon 
shot, probably from onr zealous friends, who had so good a 
sight of the French retiring that they did not like to cease 
firing. 

Just then, the last attack of the French being re- 
pulsed, we were ordered to advance in column right in 
front and to gallop. A Staff Officer met us (Colonel 
Harvey, I think) and said ^^ Come along, when I told 
him in passing that our right Squadron was behind and 
begged him to rectify it. This I believe he did, or 
probably told Sir H. Vivian, for the right Squadron came 
up at a great pace and took its situation at the head of 
the Column. Before we passed the Guns I remembered 
[saying] to Lord R. Manners that there was no Squadron 
Officer to the right Squadron, Sir G. Quentin having 
been wounded, Lord R. Manners took the command of the 
Regiment, which vacated the Squadron. I think he 
ordered Lieut. Arnold to command it. I do not reinemher 
Major Howard changing from the left. 

As we advanced at a gallop we saw the French Army 
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retliin^ in confusion up the hill, presenting* a most 
picturesque sight of a mixture of all arms and uniforms. 
Some Guns in their rear were firing, and there was also 
some musketry . At this time I conceive Lord Uxbridge 
was wounded near the left of our Regiment. One of our 
Officers told me he saw him fall. The Guards and 
other Infantry were advancing in close columns on our 
left and cheered. I believe the Duke of Wellington was 
near them, observing our advance. There were some 
Corps of French Cavalry— one very conspicuous with red 
[uniforms] or red facings and red crests, also Dragoons in 
green and French Lancers w/iiky formed to the right to 
protect the retreat. 

Sir H. Vivian led us towards these, bringing up the 
left shoulders rather and gave the order — Front form line. 
Each Squadron formed, hut the head was going so fast 
that we scarce got into line, rather en eehdon of 
Squadrons. 

As we neared the Enemy, a Squadron or half-Squadron 
of a Light Dragoon Regiment with red facings, either the 
23rd'^ or some Germans, pushed rather in advance of our 
right rather obliquely. The Lancers couched their lances, 
made a gallant charge down the hill and turned them. 
Our right Squadron came upon the Lancers and sent them 
about ; tbe Dragoons in green charged to support the 
Lancers, and the centre Squadron came ixj)on them, and 
the whole broke and fled, our men cutting in among 
them. 

Bringing up the right shoulders rather and passing 
over a hill we were halted and rallying. A Square of 
French Infantry was formed rather in a hollow under the 
road. Sir H. Vivian appeared to be preparing to attack 
them with the 18th. I do not know the result, as Lord 
R. Manners led us on in pursuit up the hill across the 
road, where we passed Infantry, who surrendered, and 
abandoned Guns. Coming to the brow of the hill we 
found three or four Companies about, rallied and formed 
with Cavalry close behind them. They commenced a fire 
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on us. Lord B, Manners halted a minute to form and 
eliarged. They turned and fled, and our men pursued to 
the brow of a hill with a steep dip beyond it on the 
opposite side. On a knoll another Square of Infantry was 
formed. Our men being much scattered I began to 
collect them and retired to join the rest of the Begi- 
inent, which I found halted and forming, telling off, 
&c., and commenced collecting and telling off my 
Squadron. 

Before I left the last hill my horse was so knocked up 
he could hardly go, and I was going to change him for 
a French one. But Sir FI. Vivian coming up and ex- 
pressing himself satisfied with the Begimeiit, and that we 
should have no more to do that night, I desisted from 
changing my saddle. 

J list as I was coming back I saw about thirty of the 
18 th pass dash down into the hollow and gxillantly, 
though uselessly charge the Square on the hill, by which 
they were repulsed. It was now dusk and I remember 
several sliells piteliing at no great distance, whether 
thrown by friend or foe was difficult to say. In a little 
time we advanced and met many prisoners* under the 
escort of Light Dragoons. We halted on rising ground. 
There was now fine moonlight. The course of the 
fugitives could be discerned by the occasional fire of the 
Prussians pursuing, and shouts and clamour, which 
gradually died away. A Begiment of Prussian Uhlans 
advancing in pursuit here passed us. After a little time 
we were ordered to bivouac, which we did in a wheat- 
field near the Observatory * as they called it. The Officers 
sat down under a hedge, and we got some beer from a 
farm-house not far off, and got what we could to eat. 
My batman eoming up with the led horses agreeably sur- 
prised me by producing two boiled fowls and some bacon, 
which, on my inquiring, he told me he had secured by 
going into the village where my picket had been on the 
left, as soon as the French ceased to cannonade it. There 
he found all quiet, and oiir pot boiling away and the fowls 
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Lieut. Gun- 
ning killed. 


and bacGn done, wMeh. lie brought away, and very welcome 
they were. 

We lay down under the hedge, and I believe all slept 
soundly till daylight. 

Next morning, the lOth, we fed in a clover field near 
a farm-house, which was full of Officers writing to 
England. I wrote to my friends. Lieutenant Smith 
of the Eegiment went with a burying party to the field, 
and then it was, I believe, Major Howard'^s body was 
recognised and buried by Serjeant Ploivnian,. by whom it 
was afterwards taken up and removed to England. 

With regard to the attack on a Square of Infantry by 
Major Howard^s Squadron, in which he was killed, having 
received three wounds— Lieutenant Arnold was shot 
through the body, and Lieutenant Bacon through the 
thigh — I do not describe that, not having seen it, but I 
undei'stood that the charge had been suecessful, and that 
the Square was broken, and Sir H. Vivian gave the Eegi- 
ment credit for it in Orders. The account I have had of it 
from an officer was this : that Sir H. Vivian had directed 
Major Howard to co-operate with, some Infantry that were 
coming along the road in attacking this Square ; tliat he. 
Major Howard, sent to the Officer of Infantry to say so, 
who for some reason declined ; that Major Howard asked 
this Officer of the Eegiment what he thought of it, who 
said that without co-operation of the Infantry it was better 
not as the Square was well formed, but other troops com- 
ing up and surrounding them, they imist surrender.* 
Major Howard said that havings been ordered to attack he 
thought it a ticklish thing not to do it, and gave the order 
accordingly and did it with effect, thougfi the Enemy stood 
well, the Officers being wounded close to tlie bayonets, 
and Major Howard falling so that a man in the ranks 
struck him with the butt end of his musket. 

Lieut. Gunning, of my left half-Squadroii, I always 
understood to be killed in the charge by a musket shot, 
but my batman says he saw him fall in an attack on a 
Square from which they were repulsed. 
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The Duke o£ Wellington in his despatch, I think, says 
the Earl of Uxbridge was wounded by the last shot that 
was fired* After which we had Major Howard and Lieut. 
Gunning killed, and Lieuts. Arnold and Bacon severely 
wounded, and Major Harris* 

It is curious to remember that little notice was ever 
taken of the charge of this Hussar Brigade in English 
accounts, whereas there is scarcely a French account in 
which the Corps of Cavalry that came from the left and 
completed the rout, [and] which Buonaparte saw cutting into 
the thick of his troops, is not mentioned as the final blow 
that decided him to be off. 

I was generally so much occupied with my own 
Squadron (because I think that if every Ofiicer keeps his 
immediate charge in order all will go well), that I cannot 
speak as to the proceedings of the 18th and 1st Hussars. 
The latter were, I believe, sometimes supporting in second 
line, but what I have written may, in spite, I dare say, of 
some erroneous notions, assist you in recalling the general 
movements of the Brigade. 

About twelve o’clock on the 19th, we marched to 
Hautain-le-Mont, next day to Merbes-Ste-Marie, next day 
across the Sambre, so on to Paris. 

The daj Paris surrendered I was going on Squadron 
picket from Bourget to Grandraney [?] to relieve Kranek- 
enberg of the 1st Hussars, when you sent for me and told 
me my vedettes were not to fire. 

I cannot read this over, not wishing to delay it 
longer. 

In some places I mention you by name, which you 
must excuse in a letter addressed to yourself. 

Believe, &c., 

T. W. Taylob. 
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18th Hussaks. 

MAJOE-GENERAL THE HON. H. MHREAY, C.B. 

Lieut. -Colonel 18 th Hussars. 

Memobanbitm. Ja77., 1835 . 

The 10th and 18th were on the left at the eommenee- 
meiit of the Battle. 

The 18th had bivonacked at Verd-Cocon the night of 
the 17th^ throwing out a picket to Ohain. 

Coming down upon Inxnx^iaiit crops^ the Brigade took 
up its position^ the 10th being on the right of the 18th in 
line. 

The Action soon commenced^ and General A^ivian rode 
forward to observe its progress. 

The Brigade stood under cannonade frequently^ but , 
not attended with serious casualty. 

To us on our regimental posts the prevailing fire 
seemed towards the centre of the Armies^ and to our rights 
very heavy and continued. 

It is impossible at this distance of time that I can trace 
step by step the progress of the Brigade from the left to 
the right; but I will mention as consecutively as I can the 
chain of events which constitute my recollection of it. 

A Prussian Officer came with the intelligence of the 
advance of that army. 

After some time. Major [Lieut.-CoL] the Honourable 
Henry Percy^ one of the Duke of Wellington's Aides-de- 
Camp; came to ascertain how soon the Prussians might be 
expected. 

Major Percy told us of the fall of Sir AVilliam 
Ponsonby; and the severe wound (or supposed death) of 
Colonel Frederick Ponsonby. 

After a time we joined General VandeleuPs Brigade 
again to our right. 

I may here mention, that when we were thus moving^ 
to our right the day had improved; and whilst ourselves 
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were less exposed to fire> we had a better vievY of the 
Action. „ 

When with General Vandeleur^s Brigade, we heard of 
the wound (then supposed mortal) of Colonel Hay of the 
16th Light Dragoons. ■■ 

Afterwards the Btli Brigade quitted General Vandeleuris 
and proceeded right in front, and passing a little to the rear, 
went on again more towards the right. 

About this time I believe Colonel Quentin^ of the 10th, 
was wounded. 

About the time we crossed the Genappe road there was 
a wonderful Column of Drench pouring down from their 
position. 

But that Column could not have been engaged with 
the right of the British forces so soon as the period when 
we first replaced the Household Brigade in our position. 

I mention this because I have been told that it was seven 
o^clock when we passed Lord Edward Somerset's Brigade, 
but I have no idea that it could be seven till some time 
afterwards. 

The Brigade now began to tread the ground of 
devastation ; the pavement of the Genappe road was torn 
up and scattered. 

Lord Edward Somerset's Brigade, strengthened by the 
addition of what had been Ponsonby^s, was dwindled to 
two various Squadrons. 

General Vivian asked, ^^Lord Edward, where is your 
Brigade?'^'’ ^Hlere,^^ said Lord Edward. The ground 
was strewed with wounded, over whom it was hardly 
possible sometimes to avoid moving. 

Wounded or mutilated horses wandered or turned in 
circles. The noise was deafening, and the air of ruin 
and desolation that prevailed wherever the eye could reach 
gave no inspiration of victory. 

Lord Uxbridge, in Hussar uniform, mounted on a 
common troop-horse (his own being exhausted), rode with 
General Vivian a short time in our front. 

Colonel Sir Eelton Harvey came to exchange his 
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wonnded torse, and in the act of mounting a troop horse 
of the 18th exclaimed, Lord Wellington has won the 
Battle, if we could but get the d — *d — — to advance/'' 
Then galloped to the front. 

We moved in’ column : of half- Squadrons to the right, 
parallel to the position. Then: wheeled the head of the 
Column to the left, so as to proceed perpendicularly to the 
front. . 

In the first part .of this movement wounded British 
Infantry were lying on the ground, when we changed 
into the new direction.; General Vandeleur^s Brigade (I 
believe) on our rig'ht cheered. 

We were cannonaded upon our right flank, and some 
casualty I think took place amongst the 10th, who were 
leading. I have. '' an uncertain recollection, but believe it 
must have been somewhere about this time I saw Sir Colin 
Campbell.: ■.. 

As the fire,. ’ by which we were inconvenienced when 
about to form to our front, proceeded partly from our own 
Artillery’s mistaking us when thus advanced, it was 
understood General Vivian had sent to remedy this 
m,istake. , 

I cannot determine ■ the time, nor exactly what we 
were , doing, when some Nassau troops with white caps 
fell back upon- us, and were forced forward, in which I 
remember my Adjutant instrumental; nor can I state 
when it was , that ’ I -either heard myself, or was told at 
the moment, the Infantry was advancing. Perhaps it is 
not irrelevant to mention that when we were proceeding* 
in column of half-Squadroiis to the front, the earth 
thrown up by a cannon-shot falling under my horse 
struck me hard in the face and breast. 

In forming line to our front some of the ^Srd Light 
Dragoons and Germans , came rapidly across, and the 
right Squadron of the 10th was attacked by Cuirassiers. 
Some casualty from fire happened too among*st the 18th. 

General Vivian (who I think had then changed from 
his OTO horse to a grey troop-mare of the 10th) had 
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just been giving* directions with regard to our forma- 
tion. 

Ordering the 18th to remain where we were^ the 
General went on with the 10th to direct their charge. 

. . The charge : , o£ . the lOth I believe ■. was in ,a direetion 
diverging to the rights and bringing their left shoulders 
forward; The 18th I'emained under fire^ until Sir Hussey 
Vivian^s return to them.. ■ 

I. remember Serg^eant-Major ■ Jeffs and others making 
use of the expression which General Vivian mentions* 
before we moved off to charge; the General being a 
great .favourite with the 18th. ■, 

Where we stood in line there were (as I have reason 
to think) ill' our front French ■ Artillery, Cavalry,' and 
Infantry , near us. , General. -Vivian himself accompanied 
me to give me the original direetion, and in that .direction 
when put into it the Regiment proceeded onwards. 

That direction diverged to the left (as the lOtli 
charge had to the right) , bringing our right shoulders 
forward. 

It may be mentioned that'. I" led from the centre 
Squadron in front of Captain, Luard (who very ably 
commanded it); and whose coverer was Sergeant Colgam 

However slow the descriptida'of a charge of Cavalry, 
the grass has no time to gTow'- under their horses’’ feet. 

I understood that Major Harris was wounded in our 
charge, but when, I am not aware. His animation I well 
remember when things looked worst. 

On proceeding onwards in the direction that had been 
given us for our charge, we soon crossed b cAmm/e or ro^d 
(the horses clattering as they went over at a gallop). 
When coming from our left and slanting towards our 
right some French Artillery made a push to cross us at a 
gallop. But it would not do, we were on them (I ordered 

^ To the 18th I said : “ Eighteenth, my lads, you will, I know, follow 
me”— on which the Sergeant-Major, Jeffs (afterwards Adjutant of the 
7th), who was near me answered; “Yes, General, to h— 11 if you will 
lesid from a Utter hy Sir M, Vivim, 
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the Guns to be secured^, the drivers not hurt) ; when again 
we were in with some Cavalry (on our right formed up, 
Cuirassiers and other Cavalry, and, as I think, some Guns), 
an OjQBcer in front of them rode forward and fired at 
me, but the 18 th were among them with their swords. 
The Enemy gave way and were forced over the 
field. 

The charge then ceased to be compact, for the assail- 
ants and those who were in retreat were intermingled 
pell-mell, and that as hard as they could ride. 

The Cavalry, in trying to escape, rather bore to their 
right hand, than went quite straight to the rear. So that 
the original direction of the 18 th having been to the left, 
and that direction (leaning down to intercept the French 
Artillery coming from the left) having been still further 
increased, was altered by a sudden swerve to the right 
hand to attack the Cavalry formed to our right, and that 
alteration more or less increased in pursuit. As this was 
a chase, compactness was out of the question. 

But soon we came into ground entirely covered with 
French Infantry retreating, not in a body, but individually, 
yet with none of that hurry and confusion that might be 
imagined when thus suddenly ridden in upon, and es- 
pecially some of the Ancienne Garde might be remarked 
for their coolness and bold countenance (one nearly 
hayonetted me as I passed). Numbers of these were cut 
down, and my Orderly (a man named Dwyer) cut down 
five or six in rapid succession, the pursuit of the Cavalry 
continuing. 

On our right were some Squares of French Infantry, 
but out of the stream of attack of the 1 8 th as they 
pressed on the heels of the Cavalry. 

The first pull upon their horses was where a party of 
the 1 8 th, with Lieut. Woodberry I know (perhaps with 
Lieut. Waldie), were well formed up. Though few, ready 
and anxious to act. 

The field they had passed was cleared, and a con- 
siderable distance had been traversed as hard as the horses 
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could gOy and now they stood with some Squaves of French 
on the opi30site bank halted. 

There was a dip or hollow in the ground between the 
party of the 18th and the Squares, perhaps a fence> but 
quite close. 

The Squares so posted were inaccessible with any 
prospect of making impression upon them by even a 
much larger force of Cavalry than the party I have 
mentioned, especially with troop horses after so hard a 
gallop. 

I moved them a little to the left^ where the ground 
favoured them more, and others joined us. 

However, as I was told that the signal had been given 
for us some time before to retire— as this was too close to 
the Enemy for forming up the Eegiment after a charge, 
and nothing was immediately in our poAver to do — -which 
was evident to all— I put them about in order to fall back 
upon our reserve. 

The charge, as also the previous movements, had been 
attended with casualty, but retiring with a view to forma- 
tion proved infinitely more destructive. For as the light 
was iincertain, they crossed upon some fire, Avhether the 
Enemy^s or Prussians^ (perhaps the latter), Avhich moAved 
them doAvn muny at a time more than onee. 

In returning there Avas a party of men Avith me at 
first y so many fell I do not think another man remained. 
This happened near a barn or farm building on our right 
as Ave came back. I then joined others of the ISth, and 
the first person of the Brigade I met and spoke to Avas 
Sir Robert Gardiner [Capt. and Lieut.-Col. E.H.A.]. 

Lord Robert Manners was forming the 10th AAdieii the 
18th came to form up Avith them ^ Major Grant, I 
remember, assisting me in doing so. 

The attention having been directed to the Artillery on 
our left, it was more as the Cavalry formed on the 
right dreAv out in their escape that their‘ description was 
observable to those Avho had charged them. 

It must also be observed that there is not- leisure 
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mi opportunity for remarking wkat is even at an incon- 
siderable distance whilst engaged in charge or pursuit, 

I am not aware of having seen any British Infantry 
whilst we were employed in the pursuit. Where our 
pursuit ended I do not imagine that any of our Infantry 
could be in our front, that front being occupied by French 
Squares. 

But not having been subsequently over the ground on 
which the Battle was fought, I cannot give any guess at 
the place where the charge which I was concerned in 
terminated, but that it was far from the jilace whence we 
had started for the charge there can be no doubt. 

The various little occurrences I can call to mind would 
occupy some minutes, and the rate of going, taking diver- 
gence and check into calculation, must have been at the 
rate of ten miles an hour at the least, probably more. 

The 10th and 18th formed up together, and after a 
time were moved still further to the riglit^ and, the action 
having concluded, bivouacked. 

In the attack the 1st Hussars had been in reserve. 

In the course of the day the Brigade had moved from 
left to the right. 

Sir Hussey Vivian severally addressed the Regiments 
that night in commendation of their conduct. 

Henry Murray. 


Eoyab Artillery. 

The whole of the British and German Artillery 
was under the command of Brevet-Colonel Sir 
George A. Wood, Et., and the Horse Artillery 
was commanded by Lient.-Oolonel Sir Augustus 
Fraser, E.C.B. 

The six Troops of Horse Artillery were at 
Waterloo detached from their respective Brigades 


nOYAL AM'ILLEBY. 


185 


of Cavalry, with, one exception, that of Sir Eobert 
Grardiner’s, and, with the two reserve Troops, were 
generally employed as Batteries of position, so to 
speak. One of the five Field Batteries (Eogers’s) 
was also moved away from its Division to other 
positions. 

To avoid confusion, therefore, the letters from 
the Troops and Batteries of Artillery have all been 
placed together in one series, instead of being 
included with those of the Brigades or Divisions to 
which they belonged. 

At Quatre Bras only two British Batteries 
were engaged, Lloyd’s and Eogers’s, the latter with 
Picton’s Division near the left of the position, while 
the former at a critical period succeeded, with 
great loss, in silencing two French Batteries in the 
Bois de Bossu, and in forcing back into it a strong 
Column of French Infantry. 

In the retreat on the 17th the Troops of Horse 
Artillery accompanied their Cavalry Brigades, 
frequently coming into action, and checking the 
advance of the French Cavalry. On the arrival of 
the rear of the Army at Waterloo, Lloyd’s Battery 
(and Cleeve’s of the King’s G-erman Legion) were 
employed in driving back some Columns of French 
Infairtry which were approaching too close to the 
position. 

At Waterloo Gardiner’s Troop renaained all 
day with Vivian’s Cavalry Brigade, accompanying 
it in the General Advance at the end of the day. 

Eogers’s Battery, after being engaged in resist- 
ing D’Erlon’s first attack on Picton’s Division, 
was moved to the right of the main road, and 
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finally assisted in the repulse o£ the French 
Imperial Guard. 

The Eocket Sections of Whinyates’ Troop sup- 
ported the charge of Ponsonhy’s Cavalry against 
D’Erlon’s Columns, and subsequently his Guns re- 
mained in position in front of Kempt’s Infantry 
Brigade, and were more or less in action for the 
remainder of the day. 

Boss’s Troop was at first posted on the crest of 
the Position in rear of La Haye Sainte with two 
Guns on the Main Eoad, but, on the loss of that 
farmhouse and its surroundings, it was obliged to 
move more to the right. 

In the adjoining plan I have endeavoured to 
indicate the positions of the remaining Troops and 
Batteries on the right of the Main Boad, as far as 
can be gathered from the replies to the Circular 
Letter, and the situations indicated by the writers 
on the plan that accompanied it, and which posi- 
tions varied but little during the course of the 
day. 

As a rule, they were stationed along the crest 
of the position in front of the Infantry, and their 
fire was directed upon the assaulting Columns of 
French Cavalry and Infantry from the period of 
their formation until their near approach compelled 
the Artillerymen to abandon their Guns for the 
moment, and to take refuge in or behind the 
Infantry Squares. 

One remarkable exception to the latter pro- 
ceeding was that of Mercer’s Troop, which two or 
three times, by its own unaided fire, repelled the 
charges of French Cavalry upon it. 
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During the intervals between these attacks the 
fire of the Guns was mainly directed against the 
French Batteries. 

In the General Advance, most of such Troops 
and Batteries, or portions of them, as were in a 
condition to be moved, joined in it, and took 
advantage of favourable opportunities for opening 
their fire upon the retreating French. 

Numbers 80, 81, and 98 refer to the march on 
Quatre Bras. 

Numbers 98, 100, and 101 to Quatre Bras. 

Numbers 80, 81, 85, and 98 to the Eetreat on 
the 17th; and all the Letters, except No. 101, to 
Waterloo. 


COLONEL SIR JOHN MAY, K.C.B. 

Li,eut**Oolonel, Assist, Adjutant-Genehal Eoyal Autillehy. 

Memobani)XJM» Woolwich 2Uh 18B4l 

At the middle and end of the day^ the Bintish Horse 
Artillery was much with the Cavalry^ to which it was 
attached. The Beserve Horse Artillery on the ridge of the 
hill^ and the Troops and Brigades* attached to Infantry 
Divisions were with the same under the Generals com- 
manding. 

Towards^ however, the latter end of the day even the 
Artillery in the second line were ordered to the fronts and 
the whole so disposed of on the ridge as to play upon the 
immense close Column of Foot Guards advancing, and con- 
stituting the last effort of the French- 

As the Artillery were shifted according to cireunostanees, 

^ At tlie period of Waterloo liorse Artillery Batteries were called 
Troops, Tield Batteries either -Brigades or Batteries of Foot xirtillery. 
—Ed. ■ 
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it would (i£ it were even possible) create miicb con- 
fusion in detailing their situations on the ground. 

No one person can speak correctly about the movements 
of the Artillery throughout the day. The Officers^ or 
Captains commanding Troops and Brigades (who survive)^ if 
refeiTed to^ will be the best able to point out their several 
positions at different periods of the day^ and the Field 
Officers commanding the same may throw much light 
on the subject. 

ROYAL HORSE ARTILLERY, 

Major Bult/s Troop. — Heavy 5|“INCh Howitzers. 

CAPTAIN AND BREVET-MAJOR R. BULL, R.H.A. 

To Lieut.-Colonel Sir Augustus Eraser, K.C.B., Commanding 
Royal Horse Artillery, 

June Mill, 1815. 

SiR^ — Having received your directions through Lieut.- 
Colonel Macdonald to render a report of the manner in which 
the Troop of Horse Artillery under my command was 
employed during the Battle of the 18th inst._, I beg to 
inform you we were ordered from our bivouac at half -past 
eight o^clock a.m.^ and formed on the right flank of the 
Heavy Brigade of Cavalry, commanded by the late Major- 
General Sir William Ponsonby, K.C.B., to the left of the 
road leading from Waterloo to Genappe, where we remained 
about an hour, when we moved by order of Lieut.-General 
the Earl of Uxbridge to the heights on the right of our 
first line, and immediately came into action with spherical 
ease shot with the intention of dislodging the Enemy’s 
Infantry from the left of the small wood and the garden 
and the farm called Hongoumont adjoining, and at about 
1,000 yards^ distance from our front, in which I have 
reason to believe we succeeded, for our Infantry were 
enabled to enter the wood. 
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We then ceased firing for a few minutes by order of the 
Commander of the Forces on account of our troops 
occupying the wood^ but on the Enemy reinforcing it^ and 
again obliging them to retire, we recommenced our fire, and 
in a short time our Infantry again entered it, reinforced 
by another Eegiment, when we directed our Guns on some 
strong Columns of Infantry in rear and support of the wood 
with common and spherical shells, which immediately 
caused them to retrograde. 

The Guns opposed to us at this time were about sixteen 
in number, twelve in our front and four on our right flank 
beyond and above the before-mentioned farm on the road 
to Lillois, and when we obliged their Columns of Infantry 
to move, they brought Up six more Guns in our front, all of 
which were well served, and annoyed us considerably. It 
was from one of the flanking Guns that Major Cairnes was 
unfortunately killed, a few minutes after we got into our 
position. 

We continued in this situation firing on their Guns and 
Columns until near two o^cloek, when we ceased firing and 
received an order to retire the Troop, and form on the right 
of Major Ramsay^s in the second line to enable us to repair 
our casualties and complete our ammunition. Whilst thus 
employed Lieutenant Smith, two men, and two horses 
were wounded. As soon as everything was completed we 
moved forward with Major Ramsay^s Troop to resume our 
former position in the front line, but at that instant the 
first charge of the Enemy^s Cavalry took place against our 
first line, and we formed and got into action between the 
Squares of Infantry of the second line. 

As soon as their attack was repulsed we again 
attempted to regain our former position, but the second 
charge of the Enemy^s Cavalry took place at the instant 
of our getting up, and we had only to prepare to defend 
ourselves with our swords from another situation on the side 
of the hill ,* but as the Enemy's Cavalry were again driven 
back we followed them, and once more got into action on 
•our original ground in front of the wood, but about 
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two hundred yards further advanced, Major Ramsay^s 
Troop firing on our left^ from which position we maintained 
a most severe cannonade as well as receiving the fire of 
the Infantry from the Column protecting the retreat of 
their Cavalry^ which latter^ however, lasted but a short 
time. The Guns on our right galling us extremely, I 
directed Lieutenant Louis to turn his two Guns towards 
them, and we shortly succeeded in silencing them, which, 
as they enfiladed our position from the right, was of 
considerable advantage to us during the remainder of the 
day. 

About this time I myself was wounded, and from 
feeling much pain and losing a good deal of blood I 
went to the rear to have my arm tied up. During my 
absence (about half an hour). Lieutenant Louis main- 
tained the same ground, and shortly after my return the 
advance and attack of our Army took place, and we 
advanced in support of them, as far as the eligibility of 
the ground would admit. 

It was shortly after my return to the Troop that some 
of my Guns being short of ammunition, several of my 
men volunteered to assist Major Ramsay^s Guns on our 
left. The early part of the morning our Guns being 
directed against the wood, the natural effect could not be so 
w-ell distinguished, but on inspecting the ground after- 
wards it fully justified the opinion we had formed of it in 
the morning*. 

The effect of our Guns upon the Enemy^s Column was 
plain and decisive ; and Major Ramsay on our left, who 
could see it more accurately than ourselves, sent me word 
some of the shells opened a perfect lane through them ; 
one in particular strewed the ground on the opposite side 
of the Column. I have also reason to think our fire on 
their Artillery had its effect, particularly on the two en- 
filading Guns on our right. Our fire on their Cavalry 
appeared to add considerably to their confusion whilst 
retiring. 

I believe I have now stated, as nearly as possible. 
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Webbi-iii-Smith’s Troop. 
the manner in which the Troop under my eommand were 
employed during the whole period o£ the Battle. We 
remained on the field until ordered to march at 3 p.ni.^ on 
the 19th: 

Of the conduct of the Officers and men I think it Coiiduct of 
unnecessary to add more to the statement ‘abeady given 
in; nothing could surpass their coolness and steadiness 
throughout the day/ or their cheerfulness whenever called 
upon for particular exertion, I beg to add that the 
effect of the spherical shells generally appeared very Effects of 
greats and I observed but two shells out of the number 
fired that did not burst well, 

Robeut BitlL;, 

Commanding 1st Troop. 


LiEUT.-COL. WBBBER-SMITI-fs TUOOP. — LiGHT 6 -POUNDEUS. 

MAJOR-GENERAL J, WEBBER-SMITH, C.B., R.A. 

Captain and Brevet-Liextt.-Colonel R.H.A. 

Dublin, August 29357i [ P 1835]. 79. 

I first came into action in the field near Houg’oumont Waterloo, 
with my right close to the road and a little in front of the 
sunken road. Bull was then very much to my left^ being 
on the ridge above the orchard. When I had got my 
harness^ &e.^ &e.^ in order in the hollow way I got into 
position a little to the left of Bull. 

I think Ramsay was between us, and no charge or 
attack of Cavalry had taken place before I was in action 
there* 

Believe, &e., 

J. Webbee-Smxth. 
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LIEIJT.-COLONEL E. Y. WALCOTT, E.H. A. 

Captain R.H.A, 

WincMon^ Eingwood^ January IStJiylSSB. 

* » « », • « • 

Marched on tlie morning o£ the 16th. June, 1815^ with 
Lieut.- Colonel Wehher-Smith'’s Troop of Royal Horse 
Artillery, of which I was Second Captain, from. Haltert, 
a small village near Alost, to join the advanced posts of 
the Army. Troop reached Quatre Bras about ten o'clock 
a.m., Saturday the 17th. Troop joined the Brigade of 
Cavalry it was attached to under the command of M.- 
General Sir Colcpihoun Grant, consisting of the 7th 
Hussars, 15th Hussars, and 3nd German Light Dragoons. 

The remainder of this day I was detached with two 
Guns of the Troop, and retired into the position on which 
the Battle of Waterloo was fought, with the right of the 
Cavalry. 

Sunday, June 18th, 1815. 

At 11 a.m. I rejoined my Troop, then under arms, close 
to the road leading from Nivelles to Brussels and a little to 
the rear and left of Hougoumont. At half-past eleven 
o^clock the Enemy showed himself in considerable force, 
and threatened the Chateau of Hougoumont. Lieut.- 
Colonel Webher-SmitVs Troop was ordered into position 
to protect the chateau and the Enemy came on in force. 
We (the Troop) continued hotly engaged and suffered 
severely from a Battery in support of the attack, until the 
Erench troops arrived in close action with the troops in 
the grounds of the chateau, the buildings of which and 
the trees surrounding it prevented our longer annoying 
the Enemy, in consequence of which the Troop was with- 
drawn, and remained a short time in rear of the right of 
the first line. 

I cannot recollect hours, but the Troop had been but a 
very short time so posted when it was ordered to join the 
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■Webbeh-Smith’s Titoop, 
position of the Troops of Horse Artillery imrnediately in Ordered to 
front. From this spot I for the first time saw the whole 
position of the French and their attacking Columns coming R.H.A., m 
on. No sooner had the Troop got into action, having on 
its right Lieiit.-Colonel BiilFs and Major Ramsay^s Troops, 
and on its left Captain MerceFs, than a Column of the Attacked Toy 
Enemy^s Cavalry came directly towards ns. From the Q^^^lry 
nature of the ground, and to protect the British Infantry 
from the fire of the Enemy’s Artillery, they were formed 
in squares behind us on the slope of the undulating hill, 
the crest of which we occupied. These Squares consisted 
of the Guards, and I believe German Legion. 

That magnificent order which directed the Artillery- Ordered to 

men, wdien from the closeness of the Enemy they could no leaye Gunsm 
. 1 • . position, and 

longer fire eamster, to leave their Guns in position and fall the gunners 

back in a line with the Squares did not reach my ears, and protecti^^^ 

I continued directing a Gim of the Troop, till looking up the Infantry, 
when it was ready, I found the skirmishers of the attack- 
ing Column, French Imperial Guard— for they had not the 
cuirass, and wore black fur caps — close upon me. Two of Capt. ’Walcott 
them contrived to upset me, and when up again seeing Grenatos^ 

[? saw] all my men in a line with the Squares, and the Cheval. 
Squares ready to advance, our absence from the Guns en- 
abling them to do so freely, as well as to fire and resist 
Cavalry without killing us. I cannot recollect whether on 
this occasion the (jolumn topped the hill or not, but no 
sooner was the demonstration over than we rejoined the 
Guns, which were again in full play. 

Soon after this attack a second, much more serious, Second attack 

was made by Cavalry supported by Infantry. On this ^ Fi'encli 
. ^ ^ ^ Cavalry sup"- 

occasion the same fine manoeuvre was resorted to. The ported by 

French Cavalry came right through the line of Guns, and 

so far to the rear as to kill and wound men and horses of 

the Troops of Artillery with the limbers and ammunition 

carriages of those Guns in action on the crest of the hill. 

The French Infantry followed quick the attack of the 

Cavalry. The Artillerymen fell back. The Squares of 

Infantry advanced, and gloriously driving hack the 
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G'aedineb’s Tnoor. 

attacking Columns^ gave ns the opportunity of playing 
over the heads of our own^ and inio the retiring and beaten 
mass of the Enemy. 

Another similar attack being madej, the day continued 
more or less wildly^ and much more severe towards onr left 
until the last attack of the French. The last shots made 
by Webber-SmitlFs Troop^ and the expenditure of all our 
ammunition then immediately with us^ were directed into 
the head of this last attacking Column of the Enemy 
towards our left, 

Lieut.-Colonel Webber- Smith'^s Troop was not ordered 
Capt Walcott in pursuit. At half past nine p.m. I received orders to 
collect a list of killed, wounded, and casualties of the 
several Troops of Horse Artillery stationed in the different 
parts of the field, and a most interesting sight it was, and 
at half-past two a,m., on a tired trooper (my charger being 
taken prisoner) and a lost shoe, after plenty of brandy from 
both Prussians and British, I made my report to Colonel 
Sir Augustus Fraser, my commanding officer. 

Ever, &c,, 

E. Y. Walcott. 
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Lieut.-Colonbl Sir Egbert Gardiner-’s (K.C.B.) Troop. 
Light 6-Poitndees, 

CAPT. W. B. INGILBY, RH.A. 

Lieutenant R.H.A. 

jNTo. 81. Woolwich^ A^ril 25th, 1838. 

16th June. Temath, June 16th. Marched before daylight, orders 

^rXson given in the night to place ourselves on the 

Guatre Bras, great road between Ninove and Alost. A fresh order while 
on the march directed us to proceed to Enghien, At 
Enghien we were joined by, or met with, the main body 
tiSfcav- Cavalry, and were finally ordered to be attached 

ally Brigade, to Sir H. Vivian^’s Brigade of Hussars. We bivouacked 
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Garmnee’s Troop. 
late ia the evening at Braine-le-Oomte; there was a heavy 
cannonade in front. , 

Some of the Cavalry Regiments pushed on for the 
purpose of getting into the field. We must have marched 
this day between fifty andsixty miles by a most irregular 
and eircuitous route^ which must show how mieertain the 
Duke must have been of the movements of the Enemy. 

At night a drizzling rain came on, 

17th. We marched before daylight^ passed through 1 7 th. June. 
Nivelles^ meeting many wounded on the road; and arrived Arrival at 
at Gluatre BraS; where the affair of yesterday had been. 

The whole Army was gradually and successively arriving; 
and the French appeared in considerable force in our front. 

About noon Lord Arthur Hill; Aide-de-Camp to the Duke, 
mentioned that the Prussians had been defeated, and that 
their Army was in retreat. In the afternoon there appeared 
a considerable bustle among the Enemy troops in our 
front; as if preparing for a move. The whole of our 
Infantry at this time were moving off to a position we 
understood to be a few miles to our rear. 

The Cavalry formed in three lines : the Hussai-s in the Eetmit on 
first line, the Light Cavalry in the second^ and in the third 
line the Heavy Cavalry. It suddenly became insufferably 
hot and close, and the sun became absolutely darkened by 
a very black cloud, while at the same time a heavy cloud 
of dust rising; showed the advance of a very large body of 
Cavalry coming* to reinforce the Enemy ; they came from a 
direction on the right of the Enemy. 

I had heard the same Aide-de-Camp say that Lord 
Uxbridge had positive orders not to have an. affair of 
.Cavalry. 

The French Cavalry I have before adverted to now 
advanced boldly in great force, and for some time partially 
under cover of a wood, until their vedettes fired on our 
front line. We commenced a cannonade, which was Troop’s Guns 
promptly returned, and as the Enemy continued to advance 
and, I think, had commenced a deployment, an affair Cavalry, 
seemed inevitable, 

X, 2 . . 
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Gardineu’s Troop. 

The interest and even silence; until the Guns and 
skirmishers opened; up to this moment was mtense> for it 
was not generally known that the Cavalry General was to 
avoid an affair. 

At the last moment the order was given^ and the whole 
commenced a rapid retreat in three Columns and by different 
roads. At this instant the heavy black cloud broke with a 
tremendous clap of thunder and torrent of rain. We 
formed the left Column in retreat. The road and ground 
became so quickly deluged with the heavy rain that was 
saturated" that fallings that it became impracticable for the French Cavalry 
^'Siy^could P^^ss our Column in any force. In fact^ out of the road 
not press on in in the track of our own Cavalry^ the ground was poached 
into a complete puddle. Seeing this^ and having lost the 
shoe from off a Gun horse^ I halted and had it put on in 
spite of some skirmishers who began to press on uS; but 
were kept at bay by our own skirmishers forming as if to 
charge them. This will show how impracticable it was for 
them to press us on this cross road. But at this moment 
I could see the centre Column on the main road on ray 
rights and they apparently charging, accompanied with 
much cheering. (This was the affair of the 7th Hussars, 
who were not successful, but the matter was retrieved by 
the Life Guards.) In our Column not a man was lost. 
The retreat for the Guns the whole way, with the exception 
of the Gun mentioned, was at a hard gallop for six or 
seven miles until we came upon the Infantry, in and getting 
into position. The rain continued very heavy throughout 
the night. 

The same night I received instructions to set out by 
times in the morning to find a practicable road which should 
lead parallel to the main road, and through the wood of 
Soignies and by the left of Brussels, so that in ease of 
further retreat Sir Hussey’s Brigade might retire covering 
the left flank of the Army. 

18th. I left the bivouac just at dawn, and succeeded 
in making myself acquainted with a road practicable for . 
our light Guns (six "pounders) and Cavalry, At a village 
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O-ABDUfEll’s Tsoor. 

I fell in with a body of four or five hundred Prussians^ AtavillHg-e 

evidently of different Corps, and seemingly fugitives; how- gome'pms-^ 

ever, they appeared as if collecting to march in the siaBs(?). 

direction of the cannonade, which was commencing to be 

rather heavy. Numberless of the peasants had taken and 

were taking refuge in the wood of Soignies, with their 

women and children, cattle, pigs, sheep, and whatever 

valuables they could carry off. I went into Brussels; the 

streets were wholly deserted, except by the wounded that Deserted state 

were straggling in from the Cavalry affair of yesterday 

and at Quatre Bras the day before; many were lying 

and seated about the steps of the houses as if unable to 

proceed further in search of a hospital. I managed to g*et 

a hasty breakfast in the Hotel d^Angleterre with a 

gentleman anxious for news, and who proved to be 

Admiral Malcolm. 1 carried off a cold fowl for the Troop, 

who I knew had nothing, and which I reached about half- 

past ten o^elock, and immediately proceeded to make my 10.30 a.m., 

report to Sir Hussey Vivian. I found Sir William 

Delaney with him, and it was at this time I became Vivian. 

acquainted with the instructions he was receiving from 

the Duke of Wellington, through Sir William Delaney, 

for the operations of his Brigade during the day. 


Believe, &c., 

W. B. Ingilby. 


FEOM THE SAME. 

Island Bridge, November 20th, 1834. No. 82« 


Sir William Delaney was with Sir H. Vivian, and I Waterloo, 
learned the ultimate position of the Brigade was to be on 
the extreme left of the Line, and that Sir H. Vivian 
would be in communication with the Prussians, for 
whom a look-out was to be kept, and who would arrive 
■ on our/ left. 

At about eleven o^eloek Sir H, Vivian moved his 
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Q-ARDlNBIl’s TbOOP. 

TMsmust Brigade forward in observation^ and shortly after/aboiit 
advanc^ed^^ noon, the French Columns, which in the meanwhile had 
pickets ia crowned the opposite heights, were in motion, and making 
Smokain* See ^ simultaneous jmsh forward; neared our whole Line, and 
No. TOj p. 170« iioamediately the Battle eommenced by a heavy cannonade 
from both sides* The right Column of the French was 
almost abreast with Sir H. Vivian before he retrograded 
and took his position in the general Line, on the extreme 
left of the whole Allied Army. 

We could at this time distinguish a stationary picket 
or a patrol of Prussians, with our glasses, at a consider- 
able distance, on an eminence to our left. 

Some tNassau troops were a little in advance, occu- 
pying the hedge rows in our front, and near the village 
of Papelotte, supported by the fire of three or four Guns. 
To the right we could see a considerable way along the 
front of our Army. Immediately to our right was a 
round height (Mount St. Jean), on. the slope of which, 
and adjoining Sir H. Vivian, was the Germaxi Legion 
and their Artillery. 

The cannon of both Armies after commencing main- 
tained a continued roar, and the French having a very 
long line of Guns at their right centre, hear the main 
road, soon after, supported by the fire from this Battery, 
advanced a Column of Infantry, shouting Five VEm- 
pefemF and attacked the line along the whole face of 
Mount St. Jean. 

Our troops recoiled, and some Highlanders were in 
confusion; but the thick rolling fire of the musketry, 
adding to the smoke from the Artillery, I could not perceive 
the further result until after a time, when a Brigade of 
our Cavalry appeared charging and to carry all before 
them, and the Infantry, aixparently then relieved of the 
pressure of the attack, again advanced and resumed its first 
ground. A body of French Cavalry, having a second 
(which appeared clothed in red) in support, proceeded 
diagonally from the right of the French Army to aid their 
repulsed and seeming routed Infantry. 
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GAUBtNER’s TeOOIA 

Our Cavalry (Sir William Ponsonby^s Brigade) also THsmmt 
advanced diagonally to their left, and then charging the 
French in line and in the greatest order, completely over- Vandeleur’s 
threw them and appeared to annihilate the French Nov57,^p. m 
Cavalry. An inconsiderable party of Sir William —Ed. 
Ponsonby^s Brigade after this success, or in continuation of 
the charge, wheeled to their right and rode amongst the 
Guns of the right flank of the great French Battery, and 
kept undisturbed possession of them for a quarter of an 
hour or twenty minutes, and as they abandoned them 
again, apparently only at their leisure (for the red Columu 
of French Dragoons fairly trotted , to their rear, and left 
their front line to its fate), we remdi’ked had those brave 
men been furnished with spikes and acquainted with their 
use, several of the Gnus of the great Battery could have 
been rendered useless the rest of the day. 

Although as I had learned when in Sir William 
Delaney’s presence that Sir H. Vivian^s Brigade was not 
to engage, and bo kept entire, until the arrival of the 
Prussians, the desire to assist Sir William Ponsonby 
seemed irresistible, therefore Sir E. Gardiner advanced 
with two Giiiis, and being myself included with them, the advancecL 
slope of the ground also favouring, I had a clear and very 
near view of the charge. The ground, however, was so 
saturated with the rain, and so little capable of bearing 
the horses without sinking up to their girths nearly, that 
we had some trouble in bringing the Guns into action at 
all; but scarcely had. we opened a fire, when a shell from Oncoming 
the great French Battery (which from its elevated position 
and large calibre of the Guns directed an accurate fire) blew tion boxes of : 
up, by passing through the ammunition boxes of one of the Mown 
two Guns. The French set up a general Hurrah and Vive ^ by the ^ 

■ ^ JB*PGI1Cx1 a X ml,'* 

VBmjjereur at this explosion. The charge being over, the leryfixe. 
Guns rejoined the Troop, and the limber was replaced 
complete from a waggon. 

The weather was still dull and wet. The cannonade 
mixed with musketry never intermitting, it was only 
occasionally when the wind freshening and partially 
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<jrARDINBR’s TrOOF. 
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cleared away the smoke, that other charges o£ the Cavalry 
and movements in both Armies, and the Infantry in 
columns or squares, and then again in line firing volleys or 
in a continuous roll, could be distinguislied, amidst which 
the Hurrahs and shouts of Vive V Envpereuf were frequently 
revived. 

The position of Sir H. Vivian, and consequently of Sir 
E. Gardiner^s Troop of Horse Artillery, continued station- 
ary on the left, during which several announcements were 
made hy Prussian Officers, sent on for the purpose, of the 
arrival of their Army ; and on the other hand two or three 
times Officers from the Duke^s Staff came to ascertain if 
their troops had actually made their appearance. Nothing 
more was yet visible of them but their fixed picket in the 
distance. At length, however, about 5 o^clock, the advance 
of a Prussian Corps did make its appearance, hurrying up 
in a direction to pass the village of Papelotte. 

The French up to this time, upon the whole, had 
succeeded so far, that it was on a plain or flat in advance of 
the ground on which they had commenced the Battle their 
line now fired from — but their numbers were evidently 
greatly diminished, as well as our Line, for by closing in as 
the ranks became thinned, a large space was left between 
the right of Sir H. Vivian^s and the left of the German 
Legion. 

The Prussian Corps, when their front had halted, in 
contact with the French skirmishers, arriving in successive 
straggling and broken parties, gradually formed, and at 
about six o^elock (not being then in any great strength or 
sufficiently collected) made a brisk advance perpendicular 
to the French Army to attack its right. The French had 
perceived the arrival of the Prussians, and we saw them 
prepare for this attack hy wheeling some troops to the 
right from their Keserves, and taking Guns from the 
right of their great Battery. They then advanced against 
the Prussians and very quickly repulsed them. This took 
place exactly in our front, but without the effectual range 
of our 6-pounders, and as the slope of the ground des- 
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eencled [? aseeiided] towards m, we had a flank bird^s-eye 
view of both the Prussians and French in their movements^ 
and that Corps of Prussians made no further progress; 
or any effort that I saw, during the remainder of the 
Battle.;- / 

The weather now took up/ and it became a very 
fine afternoon. Matters did not appear advanced either 
way. 

About half-past seven o^elock Sir H. Vivian made a This account, 

oireuit to his right and placed his Brigade in line; about 20 

paces in i^ear of the Infantry in front of Mt.-St.-Jean/ advance, 

and thus formed in two lineS; the whole steadily advanced all the others 

to attack. This movement of Sir H. Vivian^s Brigade Vivian’s 
. ... , P . Brigade.-~'Ei). 

gave rise tor a moment to misgiving' as to the result of 

the Battle; that it was to cover the I'etreat of the Army. 

From the details, casually heard in the presence of Sir 
William Delaney; I expressed a different expectation; 
which was soon proved. For some while we could see 
nothing whatever from behind the Infantry (which ad- 
vanced slowly; step by step) on account of the dense smoke . , 

from their musketry. 

The advance of this Infantry was admirable. By-and- 
bye they ceased to fire; broke from line into open column; 
and Sir H. Vivian “’s Brigade quickly passed through 
the intervals. We had now the French in full view 
before uS; completely routed and flying; in the greatest 
confusion. 

Sir Robert Gardiner brought his Guns to fire upon the The Troop 
fugitive crowd instantly; and from that period acted in- French 
dependently from the Brigade of Cavalry; alternately fugifives, 
advancing rapidly and halting to firC; whenever we found 
we had a clear front from our Cavalry (which charged in 
separate bodies or divisions; and frequently became mixed 
with the French) and the beginning (more than dusk) of the 
evening permitted. 

As we commenced our pursuit; at about half-past eight 
o’clock; a Prussian Corps arriving near the spot Sir H. 

Vivian had occupied during the day; their Horse Artillery 


And "by , ; 
mistake is, 
fired on by a 
Prussian 
Battery. 


noit* 
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opeBed a fire^ and by mistake directed two or three shots 
Tipon ns at a moment the Troop was limbering up to move 
forward. Howeverj as the Prussians had never probably 
seen British troops before^ it was not extraordinary that 
they should take us to be the Enemy in the sort 

of confusion that was presented to their view at first com- 
ing* up. Previous to this and as we first emerged from 
behind the Infantry, we could perceive another fire of 
f’rassians Artillery in the direction of Planchenoit, which had opened 
upon the right rear of the French. These were Prussians 
also; so that there appeared three Corps or bodies of 
Prussians on the Field at this time. The first had been 
easily kept in check, and the two last appeared too late to 
be actually aiding in the Battle, but as their approach when 
perceived (requiring to be provided against) at a critical 
juncture added to the difficulties of the French, it probably 
deprived them of every hope of withstanding the attack we 
had already commenced. 

Ill traversing the field, following the flight of the 
French, it was hardly possible to clear with the Guns the 
bodies of both Armies which strewed the ground, and after- 
wards late at night (the Troop had halted in bivouac near 
the wooden observatory at about half -past ten o’clock) 
when despatched to bring up some ammunition waggons, 
it was with difficulty we could avoid crushing many of the 
wounded on the road near La Haye Sainte, that had 
crawled there in hopes of more ready assistance. There 
were some in whom life was not yet extinct that we sup- 
posed the French Artillery had crushed by passing over in 
their retreat. 

I may add a remark in confirmation of the necessity for 
the allowance offered in your Circular, that on the foregoing 
occasion, when I rejoined the Troop and stated how 
numerous I found the dead and wounded throughout every 
part of the field I had passed over, and that I had seen full 
50 Guns abandoned by the French, and then hazarded an 
opinion that we must have won a great Battle, there was 
thought to be some exaggeration, so little confident did we 
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feel as subordinate actors on tbe spot^ in our capability at 
once and immediately to estimate to its full extent tlie 
magnitude of the event we bad a part in achieving. . . 

And have^ &c.^ 

W. B* IXGILBY^ 

Captain R.H.A. 


Major E. C. Whinyates^ Troop. — Light 6-PouisrDERS 
AN0 Rockets. 

COLONEL E. C. WHINYATES, C.B., K.H., R.A. 

Brevet-Major B.H.A, 

TO COI.OXBL SIR HEW ROSS, K.C.B.j^DEPT. AHJTTTANT-GENERAIi E.A. 

Carlide, March lOth, 1841. 83. 

My Dear Sir Hew^ — 

When the bugles of the Army sounded the turn-out my Waterloo 
Troop; with others of the Horse Artillery, assembled on the 
low ground behind the position on the left of the road 
leading to La Belle Alliance^ and there awaited orders. 

The men were dismounted^ and stood near their horses, 

I was in front of my Troop when I observed a stir Position of 
amongst the Cavalry. I was personally advanced before themSng. 
the line of Cavalry^ but not in its front, and watched with 
interest the General of Cavalry making the preparation. 

My Troop was further back than the Dragoons, but I should 
certainly say not in their rear* 

I suddenly received a communication that the Cavalry Ordered to 
was going to advance^ and that I was to move forward. wSrPomor- 
Whether at this moment my men were on or off their ty’s Cavalrj^ 
horses I do not recollect, but as they were alert, active, 
and knew their business well, that would make very little 
difference. 1 moved forward. 

The Cavalry in all probability had the start, having 
been prepared before I received my order, and they certainly 
were across the chemhi creux before us, as a hollow road with 
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two banks and two hedges \YonId require a little examina- 
tion and consideration where and how to pass it with 
Or amvmg Guns, and the srreatest care to avoid accidents. At this 
Eoad, ordered moment, however. Colonel Macdonald of the Horse 
Gimsand^move Artilleiy Came up, and ordered me to leave my Guns 
forward with and advance with the Rocket Sections, which I did, down 
the slope in front of the position until the ground on the 
French side gave a more favourable chance of effectilal 
rocket practice. 

In passing over this ground there were no English or 
French Dragoons, at least I saw none; there were a few 
French Infantry* soldiers laying about and asking quarter. 
On dismounting to fire the ground rockets some very high 
grain crops interposed and screened the Enemy ^s line, and 
after firing some discharges of rockets I received an order 
to rejoin the position. The Troop accordingly moved back, 
steadily and in perfect order and unpursued, and rejoined 
their Guns. 

I remember in going down the slope I saw a Guidon, 
or Flag or Colour near a Frenchman, and though most 
anxious to get possession of it, I proceeded rapidly on to 
come into action. I mention this to show that when the 
mind is intent, and engrossed by such paramount duties, 
it is not likely that the observation can wander to that 
which is only of subsequent interest. The Guidon was 
close to my horse^s feet. 

According to my recollection of circumstances (passed 
so long ago) the Troop, from the moment of getting into 
motion, moved straight forward clear of the Cavalry, who 
were to my left (for I should not have advanced in rear of 
Cavalry when an open space was on their flank, for if they 
wanted my support they would have masked my Guns, or, 
if checked, the Dragoons would have been amongst and 
crippled us); it may, however, have inclined to the left 
or right, actuated by circumstances of ground, or the 
too position of troops in its way, or in nearing the hedge to 
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coiiveilient openings in it. Or it may not have beei\ 
parallel originally to the position. I do not at all know 
where the Dutch Battery had been placed^ or the relative 
position of other Batteries ; events passed rapidly^ and we 
did and occupied what seemed most advantageous and 
eligible. , 

The high growing corn through which we fired the 
rockets gave mo indicati on^ that I am aware of^ of Cavalry 
having passed through it^ and I never heard that the 
rockets went amongst the English Dragoons, which I think 
I should have done had the case been so. 


The above relation will perhaps answer in some way the 
points inquired about^ and remarks on them; but to speak 
more specifically to Mr. Siborne^s inquiries (which are about 
six)^ I should say, in regard to his first paragraph and 
question, Whether some little interval of time did not 
elapse between the charge of Cavalry and discharge 
of rockets ? that time did elapse and must have been The Troop did 
occupied in forming the Sections and moving down the the same 
slopes, and that the Cavalry must have been well engaged moment asthe 
before any rockets were fired, but I cannot say that the 
Dragoons were then retiring as Mr. Siborne suggests; 
indeed from the quickness with which everything was per- 
formed I am led to think they were not, though they 
might have been. Colonel Macdonald might have seen 
them retiring, I did not. 

The next reference is Captain F. Warden's letter. My SeelSio. 86, 
opinion was that the foregoing transactions were from one jP* 
to two hours earlier in the day, and with respect to the 
French Brigade of Cavalry (whether they were Lancers or 
Cuirassiers I do not know) stated to have been put into 
disorder, the only observation I ean make is that they did 
not follow us, and that about five or six years ago I was 
told that a Major of English Dragoons was left wounded 
near the French line, and that he had said he heard the Efeet ofthe 
rockets passing and the French swearing (in their way) at 
them, and the English for wishing to burn them alive, and 
that they did not like them at all. 
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Troop . 
directed its 
Cxtms on, some 
Trench 
Artillery with 
.eiffect. 


Two Gims of 
the Troop sent 
to the abatis 
on the main 
road. 


In advancing, 
no Guns or 
other troops 
in his front. 


Did not 
advance 
simultane- 
ously with the 
Cavahy. 


Some Freneb Guns were annoying, causing us casualties, 
wMcli obliged the Troop to direct tbeir attention to tliem, 
when they became much less troublesome. I had not an 
opportunity of seeing that Battery at the close of the day. 
I regret I cannot give any remarks that can he satisfactory 
to Mr. Siborne as he requests me to do, for I did not see 
the French Artillery gallop into action, hut it seems pro- 
bable that the checking of the Brigade of Enemy^'s Cavalry 
must have been about the period the rockets were dis- 
charged, but I will not assume or presume that it was 
cheeked by rockets. Captain F. Warde says ^‘‘soon after 
coming into position.’’^ I should have written this, on 
coming to the positlon,^^ &c. 

The two Guns of the Troop were not sent to the alaiis 
until after the charge of the Cavalry (Ponsonby^s Brigade) 
and the return of the Rocket Troop to their Guns after 
firing. 

The last paragraph of Mr. Siboime^s letter is replied to 
in the commencement of mine. If on nearing the posi- 
tion Major Rogerses Battery, or any other description of 
troops had been, or were directly in my front, I should 
have been obliged to find open space for my Guns, and not 
have proceeded to ground already occupied. My object, 
of course, was to get forward and be useful. In the first 
page of Mr. Siborne's letter, he supposes the ease that the 
Rocket Sections advanced down the slope simultaneously 
with the Cavalry.-*^ They did not so advance. They did 
not after coming to the position move simultaneously wil3h 
the Cavalry at all. 


I am, &c., 

E. C. Whinyates. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

Carlisle, 2Qtli Novemher, 1842. 

In answer to the question^ Had you a certain number 
of men employed exclusivelf in managing the rockets, in 
addition to the ordinary numbers attached to other Troops ? 
and if so what was the probable amount of that additional 
strength ? I have to state that the mounted Rocket 
Sections were also Gun Detachments and were not ex- 
clusively employed in managing rockets. 

When Colonel Macdonald ordered the advance with 
rockets all the Gun Detachments (except the two dis- 
mounted men at each Gun, who are called limber gunners, 
and which two are carried on the limbers and have no 
horses) left their Guns behind them and moved quickly, 
being on horseback, down the slope in front of their Guns. 
When halted and brought into action, they dismounted 
from their horses to fire f/round rockets, that is rockets not 
laid at angles of elevation, but rockets that rieoched along 
the ground. There were crops of high standing* grain in 
front of the Rocket Sections when the men dismounted, 
which screened all objects in front, and the rockets were 
fired through them in the direction of the Enemy^s troops 
in position. 

With respect to the costume and equipment of the 
Rocket Troop at the Battle of Waterloo, the men were 
dressed like the Horse Artillery, viz. : with a laced jacket 
(having three rows of buttons in front) and helmet. 
Their appointments (both of horse and man), however, 
differed from those of the Horse Artillery. They had a 
pouch belt, which the Horse Artillery had not. Each 
mounted man carried a fasces of three or four rocket 
sticks in a bucket in a manner similar to the mode lances 
and Dragoon carbines are carried. These sticks were 
carried on the right side of the horse. Besides these the 
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centre of Threes carried a small trough on his saddle bag, 
in which the rocket was laid when fired, and every man in 
the Rocket Sections carried rockets in his holsters. Should 
you entertain any intention of representing the costume of 
the troops the small flag attached to the rocket stick should 
not be introduced. It was added by the Captain as an 
ornament, and was discontinued, and not part of the real 
equipment. The Horse appointments were those of the 
Light Cavalry, and the N.C. Officers and gunners had 
blue shabraques laced with yellow. 

I am, &c., 

E. C. Whinyates. 


FROM THE SAME. 


m. 85 , 


Carlisle, 19th December, 1842. 


Waterloo. 

Betachcfl 
■Rocket party 
under a non' 
commissioned 
officer. 


I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 12th inst., 
and in respect to your reference whether the party alluded 
to by the Staff Officer‘d was the one detached under Capt. 
Dansey, as I know nothing of the circumstance personally 
will state that the Troop w&en united did not fire any 
ground rockets, except at the time. of their first advance at 
the commencement of the Action, when they went down 
the slope in front of the position, and at which time they 
had no support, and there were none of our troops [illegible] 
the fire. I conclude therefore that the party seen by tbe 
Staff Officer was composed of some of Captain Dansey^s 
men after that Ofiicer was wounded, and that the un- 
certainty of the N.C, Officer as to his orders arose from 


Dxiract from a letter from Sir Korace Seymour of itJi Dee., 1842 : — 
About the middle of tbe Action I was returning . . . foorn tbe Enemy’s 
position some small distance to the left of our centre, and bad arrived at 
tbe foot of tbe rising ground, when I met a non-commissioned officer of 
tbe Artillery in charge of a party of about eight or ten men armed with 
rockets; be was passing to tbe right of our line. Whether be spoke to 
me first, or I to him, I do not recollect; but I remember perfectly he 
in the coolest manner dismounting bis men, and filing a succession of 
rockets into a Column of Infantry on tbe crest of the Erencb position, 
each of which seemed to take effect,” 
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Iiis knowing that hi s men were also Gun Detachments^ and 
that the Guns would be useless without them, and i£ he 
detached himself . 

I am sorry I cannot give you certain information on 
these points, for I was rvith the Troop in the same position 
from the beginning* of the Action until the total rout of 
the Enemy, and having seen the day won, went to Mont- 
St.-Jean to have my wound examined, and having the Major 
next morning been sent to Brussels for cure, lost hearing 
many of the particulars of the Action, not having joined 
again until Paris was occupied by the Allies. 

With respect to the proceedings of the Troop on the 17th, Hetreat oe the 
when the rear was falling back from Guatre Bras to oecupy 
the position of Waterloo, a very few rockets were fired, 
and those singly on the c/mtmee, 1 did not consider the fired, 
rockets bad, for I think they cleared elmimee^hui 
single rockets never have the imposing appearance of 
ground rockets fired together, when the general effect and 
mass only is observed, whereas rockets when fired singly 
have their deviations exposed and visible. 

I am, &e., 

■ E. C. W'HIN YATES. , 


CAPTAIN E. WARDE, R.A. 

Lieutenant E.H.A.. 

Laiiriston^ May 27 th [? 1840J. Dover, iN'o. 86. 


I was not on duty with the Rocket Troop at Waterloo, 
but with the adjoining Troop of Horse Artillery, com- 
manded by Sir Hew Ross in the line of position resting 
upon the right of the Genappe road. The Rocket Troop 
upon our left, the road separating us, with a Brigade of 
Guns— Foot Artillery — I had an opportunity of observing 
the Rocket Troop, and gladly afford you a correct recol- 
lection of such. But although Colonel Whinyates, Major 
Dansey and Gapt. Strangways were severally wounded, I 
0 
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Dansey, and slaouH recommend your applying to them for a detailed 
Stran^^ays I cau ouly offer you my ohservatiou. 

wounded. About twelve o^clock the Rocket Troop , commanded by 

Troop took up Maior Whinvates, took possession of the ground vacated 
by a Dutch Brigade of Artillery on the left of the G-enappe 
road. The Rocket Troop was composed of five light six- 
pounders^ and the Troop told off into thirteen Seetionsy 
each Section carrying eight six-pound rockets. Soon after 
coming into position^ Major Whinyates received orders to 
advance with the thirteen Sections^ with the view of check- 
Enemy’s iug the advance of a Brigade of the Enemy^s Cavalry. 

Major Whinyates moved at a trot within a range of three 
hundred yards, and fired volleys of rockets, and in ten 
minutes the French Brigade were in total disorder and 
Horse dispersed, when a Brigade, of French Horse Artillery, con- 
cameinto sisting of eight pieces of eight-pounders, galloped into 
theTroqr^^^ action from the rear of the broken Brigade of Cavalry, 
whicli ’ Major Whinyates then retired upon his Guns in the 

rep?y*Uth its position, which the Troop maintained with 

Guns, anddis- most exemplary spirits (though with severe loss) du],ing 
abled the whole of the Action. The Brigade of Fi'ench Horse 

Artillery in front of the Rocket Troop were, by the Guns 
of the Rocket Troop, totally disabled before five o’clock, and 
left a wreck upon the ground at eight. 

There were about two hundred and fifty or three hun- 
dred rockets used during the commencement of the Action. 

’ I beg, &c., 

F. Wabde, 

Captain of Artillery. 


former. 


Erom 250 to 
300 rockets 
tired. 


LIEXJT.-COLONEL 0. C. DANSEY, E.A. 

lilEUTENAlTT E.H.A. 


Xo. 87. 

Waterloo, 


Febmary 2nd, lB4i3. 

I think thfe advance of the Rocket Troop to the double 
hedge did not take place until the results of Ihe charge of 
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Cavalry were pretty nearly consummated^ alnd tliat wlieii TMaks tlie 
the Rocket Troop came up very few of the Cavalry remained 
out in front upon the Enemy^s ground. My general idea advance until 
of that crisis of the Action is that a grand attack of the 
Enemy upon that part of our position on our left of the was nearly 
high road was steadily met by a Brigade of Infantry (I 
think Scotch) who were in line somewhat in rear of the idea of 


double hedge, and that the defeat of that attack (which 


attack and its 

had been so far successful that some of the Enemy were repulse, 
at one time actually on the very ground that the Guns of 
the Rocket Troop were on afterwards, namely, the double 
hedge) was completed by the opportune charge of the 
Cavalry. Rogers^ Artillery formed part of the defence Rogers’ 


against which that attack was made, and it removed ^nedi^the 


another part of the position, I think on the right of the repulse, and 
high road; but at what period relatively to the above- the right of 


named attack, of the French I cannot say. I only know road, 

that Rogers^ Artillery was early in action there, for before 
the Rocket Troop came up I had been up to the ground and 
spoken with the Officers, the Guns being then in action, 
and I know that when the Rocket Troop came up, Rogers’ 

Artillery was no longer there, and the Rocket Tx'oop came 
into action on, or very near to, the ground where Rogers^ 

Guns had been. 

The advance with the rockets, when the Guns were left 
unlimbered on the position, was directly to the front, and 
I am not aware that it was connected with any other 


movement. When I was detached from the Troop, I had He was 
two Guns as well as rockets, and I went to the front along detached from 


the high I’oad to look for a place, or rather to form an Ouns 

opinion as to where it would be best to come to action, and as well as 
I went near to the ahatu, and the fire of musketry was 
very hot, and I resolved not to attempt to bring the Guns Left the Guns 
up. I went back and ordered the men to get their rockets ^dmnceT^th 
and follow me on foot with them, .Lieut. Wright took a the rockets to 
rocket under his arm, and we all went to the front to the 
abatis and stuck the rockets among the bushes of it. The 
moment we began firing I was wounded by a musket hall, began firing: 
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them he and and Lieut. Wright had some of the buttons knocked off his 
we were the only persons of the party mounted^ 
and were both hit; this makes me think the more that 
the Guns eould not have been brought lip. 

I think it was after the French had gained possession 
of La Haye Sainte that the rockets went up to the 
becausej to the best of my recollection/ 1 saw Sir A, Barnard 
and Sir Hew Ross and Colonel Parker on the ground 
above the high road (which is cut through there^ you know) 
on my rights and there was no one on the road^ and some 
one asked me with earnestness where I was goings and I 
think they were these^ having fallen back^ as you mention^ 
upon the main position. The abatis was some distance in 
front of where these Officei’s were, perhaps forty or fifty 
yards, and if the situation of the abatis with regard to what 
you allude to as the main position, to which you say the 
95th were forced to fall back, corresponds with my im- 
pression of its situation with regard to the position where 
I saw those Oificers, then it may be inferred that it was 
upon the main position that they were, and that they had 
fallen back to it (for I am sure that the rockets went to 
ihe front of any troops of ours) , and that it was after they 
had so fallen back, and consequently after the gaining 
possession of La Haye Sainte by the French, that the 
rockets went to the abatis. 

1 believe that after I went to the rear, Lieut. Wright 
rejoined the Troop ; possibly some of the party may have 
got separated from him, and, if so, may have been those 
seen by the A.D.C. of Lord Anglesey, but I had never 
before heard of the circumstance until Colonel Whinyates 
mentioned it to me as having heard it from you ; indeed, 
it is the only way I can at all account for it, for there 
could not have been any party away from the Troop 
before my being detached without either of us knowing it, 
whereas it might have been so afterwards from our both 
being wounded. , 

I have a slight recollection of some Guns (not English) 
being at perhaps, about a hundred or two hundred yards on 


Bee note to 
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our left when we were at the double hedge, hut I cannot 
speak as to their being deserted, 

I am, &e., 

C. C. Dansby. 


FROM THE SAME. 

Woolwich, February 2Srd, 1843. 

We had with the Troop a great awkward lumbering 
carriage^ with an apparatus called a Bombarding Trame for 
heavy rockets ; my impression is that at the time o£ our 
advance with the Guns, this carriage did not go to the 
front with us^, but I recollect our seeing it^ with its great 
long frame cocked up in the air^ at an angle of about 
45 degs.; firing awa^y. It was on our left^ but whether so 
far from us as to create the impression of its being a 
separate party from us^ I cannot say; perhaps it might. 
But I am sure that the non-commissioned officer in charge 
of it did bring the carriage into action quite of his own 
accord^ without any orders from Major Whinyates what- 
ever. As to what he might have been firing at^ Tis hard 
to say ; to be sure^ rockets in those days were not what 
rockets are now^ but I should think that if those rockets 
that were fired from the frame went as they would now, 
they must have gone about a mile and half^ and Major 
Whinyates ordered him to cease firing, as there were some 
Foreign Cavalry of our side between him and the Enemy, 
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I am, &e., 

C. C. Dassby. 
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MbECES’S' TeOOP- 


Liexjt.-Colonel Sir Alexaudek Dickson’s (K.C.B.) 
Troop. — 9-Pocndees. Commanded bn Captain A. C. 
Merger, R.H.A.* 

BEEVET-MAJOE A. C. MEEOEE, E.A. 

Oaptaix E.H. a* 

KTo. 89. Devonport, November 1S34:, 

Kight of The night o£ the 17th, together with two other Troops 

WvraaS at Horse Artillery, we bivouacked in the orchard adjoining 
thePi^of the farm of Mont-St.-Jean. The whole of the adjacent 
ground forming the reverse of the position (that is^ the 
northern slope from the crest of the ridge oceiipied during 
the Battle by the first line of our Army) was covered with 
Corps of all arms in Bivouac. Most of these Corps were 
still on the same ground some hours after daylight on the 
18th, but having gone into the Farm for a short time 
(perhaps about 10 a.m.), I was surprised on returning to 
find my own Troop, alone in the Orchard, and the whole 
neighbourhood a complete solitude; scarcely a man ap- 
pearing in any direction. At the same time, a heavy fire 
of Cannon and Musketry was going on upon the ridge. 

Drawing the Troop out of the Orchard, we remained, 
according to Orders just then received, for some time in 
the Position A, but how long, I cannot say. During this 
anxious period the only individuals we saw were the Duke 
of Richmond and his sons, who, arriving from Brussels, 
crossed our front, and galloped away towards the Right. 

I think it must have been past noon when the Adjutant 
of ‘the Horse Artillery came to conduct us to the Position B, 
Troop moved on the extreme right of the 2nd Line, or what I then 
Foimedupin such. Here we formed up facing towards 

front of Merbe Nivelles, en poteuce as it were to the 1st Line, having a 

Sdng^the^ Ravine (if I may so call it) in our front, running from 
''Cavalry on.' ■ , 

the extreme ♦ Sir A. Dickson was detached from the Troop, and in command of 

the Batterag Ti-ain—ED. 
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Hougoumont in the direction o£ Merbe Braine^ in whieli^ 
as well as I can remember^ were Eiflemen or Light In- 
. fantry and some Cavalry o£ the Cxerman Legion. - 

On ourleft^ extending towards the Nivelles road^ and 
somewhat in advance^ was a Battery of Foot Artillery^ Bolton’s Bat- 
commanded by Captain Bolton, who was killed shortly 
after our arrival; what other troops there might have the Troop, 
been beyond, I do not remember. There were none of 
any description on our right. . In rear of us was the 14 th 
Regiment of Infantry lying down in square. 

Beyond the Ravine the ground ascended at first rather 
abruptly, and then continued in a gentle slope for a con- 
siderable distance. Up this ran the great road to Nivelles, 
having extensive corn-fields on either side of it, interspersed 
(if I recollect right) with a few clumps of wood; and, on 
what appeared f rom our position, the summit of the slope, 
was drawn up a large body of Cavalry, consisting princi- 
pally, if not entirely of Lancers, as marked in the Plan. On The Cavalry 
their right were several Batteries of both heavy and light the Trench 
Guns, the latter of wlrich kept up a constant fire on us ; 
but the former seemed held in resexwe, since they only 
opened once, and then but for a short time, ceasing 
immediately with the cause that had drawn forth their fire. 

Our orders were to observe this line of Lancers, and not to 
fire unless they attempted to cross the ravine, but as they 
never did this we had ample leisure to remark all that was 
passing around us, which I much regret not having noted 
down at the time instead of trusting to’ a treacherous 
memory. 

A eontiiiiied skirmish was. kept up amongst the corn 
near the Nivelles road by the riflemen, &e., whilst the 
Cavalry in the bottom sent from time to time small 
detachments up the opposite bank, which, after advancing 
a short distance towards the line of Lancers, retreated 
again, and rejoined their main body. 

Of what was transacting in the front of the Battle we 
could see nothing, because the ridge on which our first line 
was posted was much higher than the ground we occupied. 


left. 
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Of that line itself we could only see tlxe few Squares of 
Infantry immediately next us^ with the intervening 
Batteries, . 

French Gav- From time to time bodies of Gavaliy swept over the 
airy charges 
on the Squares 
in front line 
between which 
the former 
penetrated. 

One body of 
them came 
towards the 
Troop and 
14th Kegt. 

It charges a 
Eegt. of Allied 
Ga^vahy, 


About 2 p.m. 
another 
general charge 
of French 
CaTalryonthe 
front line of 
Squares. 


The interval 
between the 
first and 
second lines 
covered with 
French:,-, 
Cavalry. 


Nothing to be 
seen of the 
first line but 
the deserted 
"Guns. 


summit between the Squares/ and, dispersing on the 
reverse of the position, van ished again, I know not how. 

One of those bodies, however, came over in more com- 
pact order, and was holding its course directly towards us, 
when a Regiment of Cavalry (I think of the German 
Legion), debouching from the ravine at D, formed up to 
attack them. The French Corps, imiiiediately aware of 
this danger, wheeled to the left into line, and, both 
advancing to the charge, literally came in collision at 
full gallop. The shock appeared tremendous, yet there 
was no cheek, each party passing through the other, and 
closing their files immediately on being clear. 

The charge was not renewed, and the two Corps 
disappeared like the rest, I forget how. 

Several avalanches of this sort had already occurred, 
when (perhaps about 2 p.m.) such a burst took place that 
the whole right of the first line appeared to have been 
overwhelmed by it. I can compare it to nothing better 
than a heavy surf breaking on a coast beset with isolated 
rocks, against which the mountainous wave dashes with 
f urious uproar, breaks, divides, and runs, hissing and boiling, 
far beyond up the adjacent beach. In a moment such 
shoals of Lancers and others came sweeping down the slope 
that the whole interval between the lines was covered with 
them, a mixed and various multitude, all scattered and 
riding in different directions. 

The 14-th Regiment immediately stood to their arms 
and closed their Square, whilst we made a disposition to 
support them with the left division of our Battery, 

Of the first line we could see only the deserted Guns 
still in position on the ridge, but of the Infantry Squares 
nothing ! Every living soul seemed to have been swept 
away by this terrible burst, and so dismal was the appear- 
anee of things that an Officer of rank who happened to be 
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staBding* witli me a,t the time expressed his serious appre- 
hension that all was over. ■' 

Whilst anxiously watching the movements o£ the eon- 
fused, melee that thronged the plain, our attention was 
suddenly called to the direction of Merbe Braine by loud The Belgians 
and reiterated shouts, that we found proceeding from from^Mexl)e 
several Columns of Infantry, which, debouching from that 
place, were rapidly crossing the fields towards us. Still, 
however, the line of Lancers remained immovable, which 
seemed inexplicable. The advancing Columns had all the 
appearance of being French, and we prepared to give the 
best reception in our power to the double attack which we 
expected, when to our no small joy a mounted Officer of the 
14th, who had on the first alarm gone down the hill to 
reconnoitre, returned with the intelligence that they were 
Belgians who had been ordered up into line. 

In the meantime the scattered bands of horsemen had, 
like all those that preceded them, begun to evaporate, and 
things were reassuming the same appearance as before their 
irruption, when Lieut.-Colonel Sir Augustus Fraser, who 
commanded the Horse Artillery, came in great haste to 
conduct us to a position in the first line ; accordingly, 
limbering up to the left, we moved off at a gallop in 
column of sub-divisions, taking the route indicated in your 
plan. 

On the way Sir Augustus informed me that a serious 
attack was meditated against that part of the line to which 
he was leading ns ; that in all probability we should be 
immediately engaged with the Enemy^s Cavalry, in which 
case should they charge home, it was the Duke^s positive 
order that the men should be withdrawn from their G-uiis 
into the nearest Infantry Squares. Then, having indicated 
ou|r position between two Squares of the Brunswick In- Troop moved 
fantry, he left us. The ground we were to o^^cupy was 
two or three feet lower than that immediately in our front, two Bimns- 
so that the bank where this difference occurred 
and along which ran a narrow open road, formed a sort of 
genoidlUre to our Battery. Beyond this road extended a 
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tolerably level surface for about 40 or 50 yards; and 
tbence tbe ground descended rapidly towards tbe plain 
that divided the two Armies. 

Our leading sub-division had scarcely arrived on the 
position/ ere it became evident that the Duhe^s order could 
not be complied with^ for a heavy Column of Cavalry eom- 
Hardlytime posed of Grenadiers A Cheval and Cuirassiers^ had Just 
aetfon More ascended the Plateau and was advancing upon us at a rapid 
the French pace^ SO that there scarcely appeared time even to get into 
close^uponTt. action^ and^ if caught in column, of course we were lost. 

However, the order was given to deploy, and each Gun 
as it came up immediately opened its fire ; the two In- 
fantry Squares at the same time commencing a feeble and 
desultory fire ; for they were in such a state that I 
momentarily expected to see them disband. 

Their ranks, loose and disjointed, presented gaps of 
several file in breadth, which the Oflicers and Sergeants 
were busily employed filling up by pushing and even 
thumping their men together ; whilst these, standing like 
so many logs, with their arms at the recover, were ap- 
parently completely stupefied and bewildered. I should 
add that they were all perfect children. None of the 
privates, perhaps, were above 18 years of age. In spite of 
our fire the Column of Cavalry continued advancing at a 
trot until sepai'ated from us by scarcely more than, the 
breadth of the little road, but at the very moment when 
we expected to be overwhelmed, those of the leading 
But suddenly Squadrons suddenly turning, and endeavouring to make 
retires in Way to the rear, confusion took place, and the whole broke 
confusion. into a disorderly crowd. The scene that ensued is scarcely 
to be described. Several minutes elapsed ere they suc- 
ceeded in quitting the Plateau, during which our fire was 
incessant, and the consequent carnage frightful, for each 
Gun (9 Prs.) was loaded with a round and case shot; all of 
■ which, from the shortness of the distance, size of the 
object, and elevation of tbe ground on which they stood, 
have taken effect. 

Many, instead of seeking safety in retreat, wisely 
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dashed through the intervals between our Guns^ and made 
their way as we had seen others do j but the greater part, 
rendered desperate at finding themselves held, as it were, in 
front of the Battery, actually fought their way through 
their own ranks, and in the struggle we saw blows ex- 
changed on all sides. At last the wreck of this formidable 
Column gained protection under the slope of the hill/ 
leaving the Plateau encumbered with their killed and Leaving the 
wounded, and we then ceased firing, that our men, who 
were much fatigued with their exertions, might rest them- with their 
selves and be fresh against the next attack, which we saw 
preparing * ; for they had not retired so far down the hill 
but that the tail caps of the Grenadiers of tlie leading 
Squadrons were visible above the brow. 

The second attempt was preluded by a cloud of skir- 
mishers, who, advancing to within a very short distance 'cedcjfl'hy^ 
of our front, did us considerable mischief with their s^^mshers. 
carbines and pistols, but their intention being evidently to 
draw out our fire, no notice was taken of them,. 

At length the Column being re-formed, again ascended 

the Plateau, and advanced to attack us, but this time their 

pace scarcely exeeeded a walk, or at most a gentle trot, too 

many obstacles lying in their way to admit of more rapid 

movement without confusion. This was in our favour. 

Experience having shown us the iin erring and destructive 

effects of a close fire, we allowed the leading Squadrons to 

attain about half the distance between the brow of the 

slope and the road in our front before we commenced. It 

is scarcely necessary to say that the result was precisely 

similar to what has been already detailed. Again they fell 

into confusion, and again for several minutes were exposed Exposed to 

to a deliberate fire of case shot within 20 yards, so that the case shot at 

heap of killed and wounded left on the ground, before 20 yards, tliej' 

, leave an enori 

great, was now enormous. inousiieap of 

I think three times (of this I am uncertain) these 

^ wonndea. 

attacks were renewed, always with less prospect of success 

beeause our position became more and more inaecessible 

after every attack. Be that as it may, the last had Just 
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been defeated and we were still busy at tbe work of de- 
struction^ when the Duke arriving from the rear rode along 
our front and obliged us to cease firings although the 
remains of the Cavalry had not yet quitted the Plateau. 

His Grace was soon followed by aline of Infantryj 
who ascending the slope with ported arms^ ankle deep in a 
tenacious clay and struggling with the numerous obstacles 
encumbering the ground^ presented but a loose and broken 
front, whilst the feeble hurrahs they sent forth showed 
how much they were out of breath with their exertions. 
Arrived on the summit, these disorders were rectified, 
although the fire that now opened upon us from tbe 
Enemy^s Batteries caused considerable loss^ and the whole 
(our neighbours of Brunswick included) descended the 
hill towards the plain. 

I suppose this movement must have been general; for, 
at the moment it took place the cannonade slackened all 
along the line, and the smoke clearing away in a great 
measure, enabled me for the first time to get an extended 
view over the field. 

The summit and declivity of the opposite position were 
covered with dark masses of troops, and others were in 
movement on the plain, but my recollection is too confused 
to admit of attempting to particularise. 

The Line having descended sufficiently to permit of it, we 
had just commenced firing over them at the masses in the 
plain, when under cover of the smoke a Battery came (we 
could not conjecture whence) and established itself a little 
in advance of our left flank, from which it could not have 
been distant more than four hundred yards (marked E in 
Battery on its the Plan) , and thus almost enfilading our line, besides being 
amost de- on higher ground ; the lire it poured in upon us was the 
most destructive we had yet experienced, and could not 
have failed to annihilate us, had we not been saved by a 
Battery of Belgic Horse Artillery which came up soon after 
on our left (P), and thus taking them almost in flank, soon 
drove them from their position. 

Before the arrival of these Belgians, however, we had 
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turned two Guns against our adversaries in the hope, if not 
of silencingv them, at least of rendering their fire less 
deadly. Hardly had this been done, when an Officer in a 
black Hussar , xxniform. came to inform', us that' we were The hostile 
Idlling our friends the Prussians. It was useless repeating ^rtedto^be 
to this man that in such a melee we could only know the Prussian, 
tree by its fruit, and that our friends the Prussians had 
already treated us very scurvily, of which abundant testi- 
monials lay around. We even ceased firing altogether to 
convince him, but to no effect, although during the interval 
he witnessed the continnecl and dreadful fire kept up by his 
countrymen. At last we persuaded him to ride round and 
endeavour to stop the fire of the other Battery, hut we 
heard no more of him, and, as I said before, were only 
saved from, annihilation by tlie Belgians, who, by the bye, 
were all drunk, aud would have fired upon us, too, had we 
not taken some pains to put them straight. 

My reeolleetions of this period of the Battle are rather 
confused, but I think that soon after, our Infantry appear- 
ing in the plain, all firing from the Batteries ceased, and 
about the same time we saw the Enemy^s masses dissolving 
and streaming from the field in confused multitudes. 

Just then an Aide-de-Camp galloped up, shouting to ns 

with all his might, Forward, Sir ! Forward ! It is of the Troop 

utmost importance that this movement should be supported g^ppoi^the 

by Artillery We could only point to the miserable G-eneral 

(> xy jLi. 1 i. 1 • 1 £r> • M Advance. Im 

remains or our Battery, a glance at which was sumcient, possibility of 

and he rode on. moving. 

When all was quiet, I found that, except ourselves and 
Major Bulks Troop of Florse Artillery, no other Corps 
remained on the Position ; but soon after several Batteries 
of Prussian Artillery marched np and established their 
Bivonacs near us. 

With respect to the appearance of the Field after the 
Action, not much can he said, for night closed in upon us 
very shortly, and we wei'e too glad to lie down to think 
of looking about. That the ground was every where thickly 
strewed with the dead and dying (Men and Horses), wrecks 
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o£ Gnu and Ammunition Carriages^ Arms^ Caps^ &c.^ will 
occor as a matter of course. I should, lio we vei% add that 
Heap of ^ the heap of slaughter was far greater in front of our 

fTOnt^f^the Battery than on any other part of the Field, so much so 

Troop greater CoIonel Sir Augustus Fraser told me two days after- 

tiiaii in any ^ ^ . ■ ” . . . - „ “L . . , 

other part of wards at Nivelles that in riding over the French Position 
thePield. could distinctly see where G (our Letter) Troop had 

stood from the dark pile of bodies in front of it, which 
was such as even to form a remarkable feature in the Field. 
Exhausted The depth of the ground and the exhausted state of the 

Troop. remaining at the Guns had latterl}^ prevented the 

possibility of running them up after each round, so that 
when the Action ceased, their recoil had brought them 
together in a confused heap — as well as I can remember^ 
something like this 

the two Guns employed against the Battery on our left 
having recoiled upon the others. 

In filling up the Plan, from not exactly understanding 
your method of marking the feature of the ground, I may 
have committed mistakes, which your more recent ac- 
quaintance with the localities will readily enable you to 
correct. I cannot presume to do more than guess, and 
where to place the [souclisant) Prussian Battery has parti- 
cularly puzzled me. It was four Tiim&red yards 

obliquely to our left, as well as I can remember, on 
more elevated ground. 

I have thus endeavoured to give you as exact a detail 
as possible of every circumstance connected with the Troop 
I had the honour of commanding on that memorable 
occasion, which I trust may be sujSiciently explicit for your 
purpose. ^ ■' . ■ " ■ 

I have, &C.J 

. A. C. Mebcee, V' , 
Captain Ebyal Artillery, Major. 
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Major W. N. Ramsay's Troop. — 9-Pounders. 
CAPTAIN P. SANMLANBS, R.H.A. 

XlEUTEKANT B.H.A, 

Woolwich, Deeemher Wtli, 1834. 

I beg to return you the Plan of "Waterloo. I com- 
manded Major Ramsay^s Troop of Horse Artillery at seven 
o^cloclv/ the period of the Battle which you have selected 
for representation; and I think I may say that its position 
and formation at that hour (viz., oblique Mielon to the 
left) is accurately marked on the Plan. 

The fire of Major Ramsay's Troop I caused to be 
directed against the Enemy‘'s attacking Columns from the 
moment of their forination near La Belle Alliance uiatil 
their arrival on the crest of our position near La Haye 
Sainte; it then ceased; as the Duke of Wellington; who 
had brought up three Infantry Regiments from the right; 
deployed them on the flank of the French Columns; and 
shut them out from our view. 

I havC; &e.; 

Philip SandilandS; 

Captain Royal Horse Artillery. 


Liisut.-Colohel Sm Hew Ross’ (K.C.B.) Troop. — 
9-Pouhders. 

COLONEL SIR HEW D. ROSS, KCB., RA. 

CArTAiN AND Bretet Lieut. -Colonel B.H.A.' 

Carlisle, January %1ih, 

With respect to my own Troop; it was posted at the 
commencement of the day — 

Two Guns on the road at the Cluarry; and four on the 
heights to its right; where it was exposed to a destructive 
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fire, by wliicli three Guns were disabled, and wlien the 
Enemy^s Cavalry forced that part of the position, several 
men were cut down before they could take shelter behind 
the Infantry. After the Enemy got possession of La 
Haye Sainte, it was no longer possible to remain in our 
first position, and the Troop was ordered to take ground to 
its right. At the moment the Erench Imperial Guards 
reached the crest of the position in their last attack, 
it occupied, as near as I can now judge, the situation I 
have marked upon the Plan, though I cannot speak posi-* 
tively as to the precise spot; and on the repulse of the 
Enemy, the three Guns then movable joined in the- 
pursuit to the heights beyond La Belle Alliance. 

I have, &e,j 

H. D. Ross, 

Colonel Commanding R.A., N.W. District 
PROM THE SAME. 

Extracts prom a Memorandum by Sir Hew Boss. 

Woolwich^ March 1841 . 



When the first charge was made by the Cuirassiers, the- 
men serving the 4 Guns in front of the Hollow-way retired 
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into it or endeavoured to shelter themselves under the 
Guns. Sir Hew Ross believes both the Guns on the high 
road were disabled at this time. 

The earthen mound referred to afforded some shelter, 
but he does not recollect that many availed themselves 
of it. 

The four Guns were in action soon after Somerset^ s 
Heavy Cavalry charged down the slope in pursuit of the 
Preneh Cavalry. . * . . • 

The Hollow-way was partly blocked up by the wounded 
horses and limbers of his Troop, 

H. D. Ross. 

Majoii G. Beanes Tuoop. — Light 6-Poundeiis. 

CAPT. J. E. MAUNBELL, HALF~PAY, R,A. 

Lieutenant E.H.A. 

Cheltenham, Novemher ^Qth, 1834. 

Major Beanes Troop, under my command^ was formed 
on the ridge a good deal to the right of the Brussels road, 
immediately in front of the Imperial Guards, and con- 
tinued firing on tlie advancing Columns until our Infantry 
advanced to the charge, when a Battalion of the Rifle 
Corps passed through the intervals of our Guns ; after this 
the Troop advanced to where the Duke of Wellington and 
his Sta,ff took post, but did not fire. The Troop then took 
ground to the left and got upon the road, advanced, and 
took up a position on the right of the road, a good deal in 
advance, in front of which the road was cut through a hill. 
The Troop was prevented firing on the retiring mass as 
they passed through the gap by a Battalion of, I believe, 
the Guards forming line in f i'ont of the Guns, and before 
they could be got from our immediate front in the hurry 
of the pursuit, the Enemy had got behind the rising 
ground, when the pursuit ceased for the night. 

■ P ' 
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Sir James Bruce, Bart., of Down Hill, Loiidonderiy, 
wlio was the only ofidcer with me, will be able, perhaps, to 
give you further information, Major Bean having been 
killed, Captain Webber wounded, and Lieut. Cromie having 
had both his legs taken off. 

I am, &c., 

^ ^ John E. Maufsbll. 

EOYAL AETILLEEY. 

COLOKEL S. E. ADYE, E.A. 

Lieut.-Colonel E.A. 

Woolwich Commont Becemher 6tli, 

I have to inform you that I commanded the Artillery 
attached to the 1st Division of the 1st Corps, and that it 
consisted of two Batteries of six Guns each: Captain 
Sandham^s British Foot Artillery, and Major Kuhlman^s 
Horse Artillery^ King^s German Legion. 

The Batteries were formed, as nearly as I can guess, 
where I have placed them in pencil on the Plan, on a bye- 
road running from the Nivelles road along the position, 
and their fire was chiefly directed on the masses of the 
Enemy^s troops, formed on the rising ground to the right 
and behind Chateau Gonmont. 

The Guns continued in nearly the same position the 
whole day. A short time previous to the advance, they 
were suddenly and furiously charged by a body of 
Cuirassiers, and some of the Guns in the confusion fell 
back on the road in their rear, leading from Brussels to 
Nivelles. They afterwards resumed their original position 
nearly* 

I am, &c., , ; 

■. ■' ■ Steph, E. Adye. 
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Bolton’s Batteily 


Captaik Sandham^s Battery.— 9 -Pounbebs. 

brevet-major 0. F. SANDHAM, HALF-PAY, R.A. 

Captain E.A. 

KurddlyBJioreliam^May ]Vo, 95 


I have endeavoured to markkas nearly as I could, the 
position of my Battery, and believe I have nothing more 
to add than about the time alluded to in your circular 
letter, that it was charged by a Column of Cuirassiers. 

Colonel Adye, who commanded the Artillery of the 
1st Division, was with the Batteiy the whole of the day, 
and from whom it received its orders, has probably been 
able to afford you fuller information, 

I have, &e., 

Chas. F, Sabbham, 

Brevt.-Major, H.P. 


Waterloo. 
See Plan, 

p. 186. 

Battery 
charged hy 
Cuirassiers. 


Captain Bolton’s Battery.— Four 9-Pounders and Two 
Howitzers. 

CAPTAIN a PRINGLE, R.A. 

Lieutenant E.A. 

74, George Street, EcUnhurgli, November 26tli, 1834. No. 96. 


Captain Bolton’s Battery was eontiguous to the Foot 
Guards, with the right of whose line it formed an angle of 
about 140^ ' 

The Enemy advanced in heavy close column, with the 
intention of penetrating the position at the right of the 
Foot Guards, They were within the angle formed by 
the Battery and the Foot Guards before they went about, 
so that at last the rigbt Gun could not conveniently be 
brought to bear upon the kead of the column. The Battery 
fired case shot from the moment they appeared on the 
crest of the Mil (about two hundred yards), and during the 
advance along the plateau, from which they suffered 
P 2'" ■ ■ 


Waterloo. 

The Battery 
was posted 
close to and 
on the right 
of the Guards. 


Bepixlse of the 
first attacking 
Oolnnm ofthe 
Imperial 
Guard. 
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• B'OLTOJ^’s Battehy, 

severely^ tlie Column waving^ at eaeli successive discliarge^ 
like standing corn blown by the wind. 

I bave^ &c.^ 

Gr. PEIlSraLB/ ; 

Captain Royal Artillery « 


LIEUTENANT WM, SHARPIN, HALF-PAY, R.A. 
Lieutenant R.A. 

No. 97. Beceles, December 6th, 1834. 


Waterloo, 

First positions 
of Battery, 

See Plan 
of Capt. 
Slercer’s, 
p,214, for 1st 
position of 
Capt. Bolton’s 
Battery. 

Tlu’ee Guns 
detached to 
silence a 
French Bat- 
tery firing on 
Hougoumont. 

Effected this 
in ahout an 
hour. 

See Plan, 

p. 186. 

Battery moved 
to position in 
front line on 
the right of 
the Guards. 


Captain Bolton'^s Battery was attached to Lord HilFs 
Corps d^Armee, and formed part of Sir Henry Clinton^s 
Division. 

At the commencement of the Action we were stationed 
ahout six or seven hundred yards behind Hougoumont, 
where we remained till between two and three o’clock in 
the afternoon. Whilst we were in this position marked on 
the map A, three of the Guns under Captain Napier were 
detached to the point B for the purpose of destroying a 
French Battery of six Guns that ^vas committing great 
devastation amongst our troops in and near Hougoumont. 
This they effected in about an hour, and then rejoined us. 
About three o^clock we moved to position C, the centre 
of the front line of the Army, . , . . 

You may perhaps more precisely ascertain our position 
at the period chosen for your Model by my stating that on 
our left was a Brigade of Guards lying down under a low 
bank. 


The Duke’s 
instructions 
to the Battery 
just before 
the last attack 
of the Im- 
perial Guard. 


A few minutes before the French Imperial Guards 
made their appearance the Duke of Wellington rode up 
to our Battery and hastily asked me who commanded it ; I 
replied that Bolton did, hut that he was Just killed, and 
that it was then under Napier. His Grace then said, 
^^Tell him to keep a look to his left, for the French will 
soon be with him/^ and then he rode off. 

I had scarcely communicated the Duke^s message, when 
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Bestruetiye 
effect of the 
Battery’s fire. 


give way. 


Capt. Bolton’s 
death. 
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Belton’s Battery. 

we saw the Frencli bonuets just above the high eoni^ and 
within forty or fifty yards of our Guns, I believe they 
were in close Columns of Grand Divisions^ and upon reach- 
ing the crest of our position they attempted to deploy into 
line; but the destructive fire of our Guns loaded with 
canister shot; and the well-directed volleys from the In- 
fantry; prevented their regular formation. 

They remained under this fire 'about ten minuteS; ad- 
vancing a little; but finding it impossible to force our 
position they gave way; and went to the right about; .upon The French 
which the Duke ordered a general charge to be made; and 
in a moment our Infantry and the French were so mixed 
together that an end was put to our firing for the day. 

Captain Bolton at the time he was killed was on horse- 
back. I was standing on his left side with my hand on 
his stirrup talking with him. The shot from a French 
Battery at that time flew very thick amongst uS; and one 
passed between me and Bolton; upon which he coolly 
remarked that he thought we had passed the greatest 
danger for that day ; but scarcely were the words uttered 
before another ball, which I saw strike the ground a little 
in front of ns, hit him in his left breast. The shot having 
first severely wounded the horse in the left shoulder caused 
the animal to stagger backwards; thereby preventing my 
catching poor Bolton as he fell from his horse. 

You will perceive that in position C I have only inlastposi- 
marked five Guns instead of six; the usual number. The only five 
deficiency arose from the Howitzer of the left division of ^ tiowitzer 
the Battery; having been loaded by mistake with canister 
shot whilst in the first position ; and no opportunity offer- 
ing when there to discharge it; I ordered the non-commis- 
sioned officer as we were moving into our last position to 
take it aside and get the shot out; and join us immediately, 
but from some cause or other he did not find us again till 
after the Battle. Four niiie-poimders; therefore; and a 
Howitzer on the right of them composed the Battery in 
position C. 

Captain Napiei'; Lieutenant (now Captain) Pringle and 


abled by a 
mistake in 
loadina,'. 
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laLOTD’s Battery# ■ 

myself were spared till nearly tie close of the Action/ but 
at the time the French gave way^ or rather Just after our 
troops were mixed with them_, a Gun was fired from our 
Battery^ loaded with shrapnel shell, which, bursting in the 
in one o?his^ Gun, wounded poor Napier very severely in several places. 
Guns. We remained in position C all the night/ and in the 

Appearance morning the Field of Battle presented a frightful spectacle 
next morning. killed and wounded, both of men and animals of each 

■ ' , . ;party. 


. Capt. iJ^apier ' 
wounded by a 


I beg> &c., 


Wm. Shaepin. 


Majoe Lloyd^s Battbey.— 9-PoUlSrDEES. 


No.' 98. 


MAJOR S. RUBYABD p H.P.R.A.]. 

Captain E.A. 

United Service Club, London, May 0th, 1838. 


16tJi June. 


Tlie Battery 
marcbed with 
the 3rd 
Division on 
Quatre Bras. 


Ordered to 
the scene of 
action. 

to Plan of 
Qaatre Bras. 
G indicates 
where the 
Bois de Bossu 
skirts the 
IVivelles road. 

Detached with 
two Guns. 


At daybreak on the morning of the 16th the 3rd 
Division, under Generals Baron Alien and Halkett, 
belonging to the 1st Corps, commanded by the Prince of 
Orange, moved on from the neighbourhood of Braine-la- 
Leud, Braiue-le-Comte, or thereabouts, on tow:ards 
Quatre. Bras. Majors William Lloyd and Cleeves were 
the two commanding Batteries. We were halted for some 
hours after arriving on the Nivelles road until the French 
had been well driven back over the said road, otherwise 
we should have come up in their rear. It might have 
been about noon or an hour later, when Colonel Harvey, 
A.D.C. to the Duke of Wellington, ordered the Division 
to move on the scene of action without delay. 

On that part of the Nivelles road I have marked G, 
we were halted and directed to form line, the Enemy 
being descried in the wood on our right, and close to us. 
I was with two Guns attached to the 69th, Lieutenant- 
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Lloyd’s Batteky. 

Colonel Morice^ and placed myself on their rights when Eejomedthe 
I was directed to follow the' four other Guns of Major 
Lloyd^s Battery ordered into action in front of the farm I'oad. 
of Guatre Bras^ on the Charleroi road^ to the support 
of the Duke of Brunswick, I had hardly quitted the 
69th when the Cuirassiers charged from the woody and 
before the 69th could get into square they were rode 
over/ broken^ and sad havoc made among them^ their 
only Colour taken^ the other being in the Hospital of 
Invalides at Paris^ taken at Bergen-op-Zoom^^^ and but 
for a Battalion of British Guards coming up to their 
support^ and;, throwing in one of their destructive fires^ 
compelling the Cuirassiers to x'eturn to the wood; not a 
man save the Colonel and Adjutant would have escaped 
but for this timely aid; as Colonel Morice stated to me 
before he fell at Waterloo; having there received four 
musket ball wounds. 

On my reaching the farm at Quatre BraS; two of 
Major Cleeves^ Guns enfiladed the Charleroi road; and 
had literally macadamised it with the carcases of the Battery 
Cuirassiers and their horses, who had made a most 
desperate charge in great foree, hut never returned to it. Quatre Bras. 

At this moment Major Lloyd^s six Guns were ordered d is facing 

to the point marked D to support the Duke of Brunswick'^s 

^ ^ ^ way between 

troops who were getting severely handled . hy the Enemy, it and road, 
particularly from two Batteries in the wood marked E. game dStance 
Colonel Kelly, Q.M.G.D., ordered us to take up the position on Quatre 

IJiTHS Sl(3,@ of 

we did tinder this heavy fire, and before we unlimhered rivxilet. 
some three or four horses of each Gun and waggon were EE Erencli 
killed, some wheels disabled, and literally some of onr 
gunners were cut in two, for we were not more than front one on citmu 
four to five hundred yards from the Enemy’s Batteries. formed 

We succeeded in silencing them, and also in obliging a tGundary. 
solid mass of French Infantry, marked P, to retrograde gnenced the 
and return to, the wood. Finding ourselves now alone Batteries, and 
without any support, except a few Lancers of the j^to wood a 
Brunswickers, and the duty executed that we were ordered 
upon, we limbered lip and walked off towards the Quatre —on right of 
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Lloyb’s Battiey. ■ 

Bras farm and joined our Division, Major Rogers^ 
Battery of British had been up some time earlier in the day 
than we were, and had been engaged with the Enemy, 
These were the only two British Batteries at the Battle of 
Quatre Bras. Major Cleeves^ and other Batteries of the 
German Legion were up. 

Having sustained much damage from the Enemy's fire, 
we were occupied the whole night in repairing broken 
axle-trees, wheels, &c., and had just finished in time to 
move off the field, in view of the whole line of Ereneh 
Cavalry, when a cannonade between our Horse Artillery 
and theirs commenced, and continued at intervals the 
whole retirement we made towards our position at 


Batteiy, be- 
tween wood 
and road. 

Lloyd’s and 
Rogers’ tbe 
only two 
British Bat- 
teries at 
Quatre Bras. 

Occupied the 
whole night 
in repairing 
damages. 

Retreat on 
17th June. 


Retired to the 
position of 
Waterloo. 

Lloyd’s and 
Gleeves’ Bat- 
teries ordered 
to fire on 
French 
Infantry, 


Which must 
have suffered 
much. 

Two French 
Horse Artil- 
lery Batteries 
replied with- 
out much 
effect. 


Waterloo. By General Picton^s orders, our six Guns were 
united to those of Major Cleeves and took up a position 
on the height, close to the Brussels road, right leading 
from the wood, and we opened our fire upon the Ereneh 
Infantry who had followed us up rather too close, and 
[were] disposed to continue. The range we had was 
La Belle Alliance, or just where the road widens into a 
quarry or open space (at that time). There we dealt out 
our round shot liberally and caused much destruction, as 
the head of the Enemy’s Columns were unable to I'etrograde 
from the pressure in their rear, and did not extricate them- 
selves for some time, and were about half an hour under 
fire, and must have suffered much. Two Batteries of 
French Horse Artillery played upon hs at the time, but 
not with much effect. The shot holes in La Belle Alliance 
(which you have seen, perhaps) were perforated at this 
period. By order of the Duke, we ceased firing and re- 
mained on our ground until morning, when we took up our 
position for battle on the 18 th in front of Hougoumont. 


I remain, &e., 

S, Rudtard. 
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Lloyd’s Battery. 


FEOM THE SAME. 

Whitby, January Bill, 

Early on tlie morning o£ the 18th our position was 
taken up on the very crest of the slope in front of our 
Division ; the Regiments were 69th and 33rd in our rear ; 
the grain^ I can’t say whether wheat or barley^it was above, 
our heads/ but soon trodden down. From this position we 
never moved one instant until the Battle closed ; the 
Batteries contiguous to ours were Major Sandham^s Royal 
Artillery on the right, Major Cleeves^ King^s German Legion 
[on] our left/ Major [? Sinclair's] Royal Artillery and a 
Dutch Battery were in reserve, and came into action late in 
the day. At seven o^elock, when the Imperial Guards 
advanced, our Guns were still in line. The French advanced 
in masses of Infantry, ui)on which we directed our fire. 
Never during the Action did we return the heavy fire kept 
up upon us by their Artillery. Our fire was ever oblique 
towards the ground in front and right of Hougoumont. 

^ When at the close tlie British Infantry advanced in 
line to the charge, it very much resembled the curvature of 
the surf upon the shore. You ask me for any local 
remarks as may assist in the accuracy of the Model. My 
horses, ammunition waggons, wei’e in rear of our Guns 
under cover of a little hollow between us and our Squares of 
Infantry, The forge cart, artificers^ stores, and such like 
were in the rear of all out of fire. When ammunition was 
to he replenished, a Subaltern conducted such waggons as 
could be spared. They were* supplied from the dep6t in 
the wood, and returned without delay. The ground 
occupied was much furrowed up by the recoil of our Guns 
and the grazing of the shot, and many holes from the 
bursting of shells buried in the ground. As horses w^ere 
killed or rendered unserviceable, the harness was removed 
and placed on the waggons, or elsewhere. Our menu’s 
knapsacks wei’e neatly packed on the front and rear of our 
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Waterloo. 

Battery posted 
on the crest 
in front of the 
69tb.aiid33rd. 

Xever moved 
from this 
position all 
day. 

Between 
Sandliam’s 
and Oleeves’ 
Batteries. 


Fired upon 
the Freneli 
Imperial 
Chiards. 


Details of the 
service of the 
Battery, 
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Batteuy* 

limbers and waggons, that they might do their work more 
easily. Every Gun^ every carriage, spokes carried from 
wheels, all were struck in many places. 

The Cuirassiers and Cavalry might have charged 
through the Battery as often as six or seven times, driving 


Effects of the 
Battery’s fire 
on them. 


Lloyd’! 


Every Giin 
and carriage 
struct. ' . 

The Trench 
Cavalry 

charged the . i -i i o i 

Battery six or US into the Squares, under our G-uns, waggons, some derend- 

seven times, ing themselves. In general, a Squadron or two came up 
the slope on our immediate front, and on their moving off 
.at the appearance of our Cavalry charging, we took advan- 
tage to send destruction after them, and when advancing 
on our fire I have seen four or five men and horses piled 
upon each other like cards, the men not having even been 
displaced from the saddle, the effect of canister. 

The Duke and all his Staff were frequently in our rear 
under the heaviest fire, also the Prince of Orange. I saw 
the fore-legs taken from the horse of one of his Highnesses 
A.D.C.es at the shoulders, and [he] continued rearing for 
some time with his very fat rider, dressed in green. My 
own horse was shot through by a 9-pounder shot behind 
the saddle flap, and did not fall for some time. Some of 
the Cuirassiers were left, every charge among our Guns, 
killed. . . . 

Believe me, &c., 

S. Rudyard. 


The Duke and 
Ms Staff fre- 
quently in 
rear of the 
Battery under 
a heavy Me, 
also the 
Prince of 
Orange. 
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CAPTAIN F. WELLS, R.A. 

Lieutenant R.A. 

Kingshridge, Bevon^ March l^th^ 1837. 


16th June. 
Marched to 
Quatre Bras, 

And immedi- 
ately brought 
into action. 
See 1^0. 98, 
p. 231. 


I have, therefore, to inform you that Major Lloyd'^s 
Brigade of Artillery marched to Guatre Bras on June 16th 
with the third Division of the Army, to which it was 
attached, and was. immediately brought into action in a 
field in front of the houses on the high road at Guatre 
Bras, adjoining the Bois de Bossu, and was attacked by 
two Brigades of French Artillery, who w^ere in the wood. 
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Eogeeb’ Batteey. 

and was about to be cliarged by tlieir Infantry^ wbo were 
coming out of tbe wood, but. were driven back by its fire. 

It suffered very severely, many of its men and liorses were 
killed and wounded ; two of its Guns could not be taken 
off tbe field till the Action was over, so many horses being 
killed. 

With respect to the memorable June 18th — the Brigade 
was in the same position at seven o^elock p.m. as it took up 
at the commencement of the Battle, viz., on the left of 
two other Brigades of Artillery — -Major Sandham^s, of the 
British Artillery, and Major Cleevesb of the German 
Legion, in front of the Squares of Infantry and a little to 


Suffered so 
severely from 
tlie two 
French Bat- - 
teries that two 
of its Guns 
"became ini- 
movahle from 
the horses 
being killed. 

Waterloo. 

Position of 
the* Battery. 


the left of Hougoumont. It was opposed the whole day to 
the French Artillery, drawn up as well as ourselves in the 
front of each Army, and was frequently charged by the 
Polish Lancers and Cuirassiers. 

Our loss on the IStli was also very considerable. 
Major Lloyd received a mortal wound from an Officer of 
the Imperial Guard, and Lieutenant Harvey lost his arm. 


Frequently 
charged by 
the French 
Cavalry. 


Major Lloyd 
killed, Lieut. 
Harvey lost 


I remain, &C .5 

Foetescue Wells, 
Capt. B. Artillery. 


Maioe Kogers^ Battery.— 9-Poijnders. 
COLONEL T. EOGERS, C.B., BA. 

Captain and Brev.-Majoe E.A. 


Woohoich, February 2^0%^ lSd!7 , hfo, 101. 


Ahoiit the time the Division took up its position at Qpiatre Bras, 
Quatre Bras, or very soon after, we were engaged with 

some French Artillery, which opened a heavy fire upon us, 

in addition to that of the musketry, killing and wound- 
ing several of our men and horses ; the Artillery being as 
we supposed at about the distance of 500 or 600 yards in 


Loss of men 
and horses. 
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the direction o£ the wood^ and to t/ieir left of the piece of 
water described in your Plan. The number of Guns^ we 
could not Judge of with any degree of precision^ as they 
were partly concealed by the wood; and we* think they 
were stationaiy during the Action, as we did not observe 
them advancing or retiring. We were at one time 
menaced by a body of Heavy Cavalry, but not charged by 
them.. , 

Our original position was on the left of the 5th 
Division, not in front of it. In regard to the movement 
of the latter by Sir Thomas Pieton in squares, as referred 
to by you, our recollection does not furnish us with suffi- 
cient distinctness to enable us to give any detail of 
particulars. Our attention was much engaged in firing 
spherical case shot at a Column which, passing near the 
piece of water I have meritioned, attempted to turn our 
left flank. We saw no Allied Battery in the vicinity of 
our post, but believe that a Hanoverian Battery of the 
King^s German Legion was in the field. . 

I have, &e., 

T. Rogees, 

Colonel Royal Artillery. 


See Plan of 
Q.natreBras, 
h . 


* He and 
Capt. Manle. 


Position of 
the Battery, 


Engaged in 
firing 

sijheiical case 
at French 
Infanti’y, 
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FROM THE SAME. 

Woolwich, February 9th, 1837 . 


Waterloo, 

See next 
letter. 


B’Erlon’s 
attack on 
Pieton. 


Having read the account referred to by you as given 
to you by Captain Maule of my Battery at Waterloo, I 
have little to add, and the following is principally drawn 
from his notes, assisted by our mutual recollections. 

During the attack on our left, by the Count D^Erlon^s 
Columns, the position of the 5th Division under Sir Thomas 
Pieton, to which my Battery was attached, must be too 
well known to you to need repetition. During the forma- 
tion of those Columns, and of numerous Batteries of 
Artillery, the latter occasionally opened their fire upon the 
Artillery of the Division, by which we lost some horses. 
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which it was 
reiJulsed. 


Prohahly the 
2iid Life 
G-uards. 
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but were restrained by Sir Tliomas Picton from returning 
it." ■■ ■ • 

In reply to your inquiry as to the manner in which Manner in 
that attack was met and repulsed;, I have to state^ by the 
fire of the Artillery of the Division^ as long as it was 
possible to continue it ; and on the Enemy coming into 
close contact with us^ by the Infantry of the Division 
passing between the Guns^ and receiving them at the points 
of their bayonets. These were almost immediately sup- 
ported by a body of our Heavy Cavalry^ advancing in 
column;, as it appeared to us/ parallel to“ and along the 
road from the ifight;, but the smoke became so dense and 
the mM4e so complete;, that it is impossible^ at this distant 
period of time^ to describe with sufEcient accuracy the 
movements of any particular body of the parties en- 
gaged. 

About this moment^ Sir Thomas Picton was killed, 
close to one of the Guns of my Battery, 

A sand, or gravel pit, was a little to the idght in front 
of the position of my Battery, and if hy the mound, 
you mean the little rising ground directly above the edge 
of the pit, neither Captain Maule nor myself recollect to 
have seen any Guns posted on that spot. 

We were, shortly after, ordered to the right of the Afterwards 
road, on the high ground a little to the right of and in wasorder^V 
rear of La Have Sainte, where, and afterwards more to to the ngBt of 

. T ^ the mam road, 

the right, the Battery continued in action until the General and later to 
Advance, opposing by its fire the advance of the Enemy, 
and finally of the French Imperial Guards, in their last continuing in 
attempt to force the position. opposing the 

At the time referred to in your printed Circular, as 
that chosen for your Model, the formation of my Battery auard.'^ 

At 7 o’clock 


Picton killed 
close to the 
Battery. 


was Guns, in line, and in action, as nearly as Captain 
MauleG and my own recollection enable us to fix the spot, 
where I have marked it in your Plan, the 52nd Eegi- 
ment being near our right, and our fire taking the 
advancing French Columns diagonally on their left front. 


only five 
G-uns were 
in action. 
The Battery 
was on the 
left of the 
52nd Kegi- 


In the final advance of the English force^ and retreat ment, andits 


fire tools: tlie 
Frencli 
Coluimi 
diagonallj. 


The Battery 
joined in the 
final advance. 
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of the Freneh, the Battery limbered up; and joined in the 
pursuit. Owing to the depth to which the wheels sank in 
the heavy field we traversed^ and some horses being more 
exhausted than others^ the rear Guns could not keep up 
with those leading the Column. I therefore directed my 
Second Captain to bring up the rear of the Battery^ with 
the ammunition carriages; and advanced with Captain 
Maule and the leading Guns^ diagonally across the field, 
partly upon the small cross road, until we came to the 
Genappe road, which we ascended until a little way beyond 
the house of La Belle Alliance, where we fell in with the 
Prussian troops, close to the left of the main road, and 
the pursuit being continued by the Prussians, bivouacked 
there for the night. 

A remark in your letter as to /Hhe position of the 
tJiree remaining Guns about half -past seven p.m.,^’’ . leads 
me to consider some misconception possible, of the in- 
formation you received from Captain Maule, which it may 
be as well to provide against. 

One Gun was spiked by its non-eommissioned officer, at 
the time Sir Thomas Picton was killed, and was after- 
wards sent to the rear to have the spike drilled out, but 
though, from casualties amongst the horses, and the heavi- 
ness of the ground, one or two Guns may have been 
naomentarily prevented from gettinginto a new position so 
soon as the rest, the other Jive Guns of the battery were 
never separated, except as I have described, in tkepursmt^ 
in which Captain Maule fully concurs. 


One Gnn had 
been spiked 
by its non- 
oom. officer 
when Picton 
was killed. 


I have, &c., 

T. Kogehs, 

Colonel Koyal Ai’tillery. 
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Rogers’ Battery. 


CAPTAIlSr a. S. MATJLE, B.A. 

T4lEtJTENANT R.A. . 


Woolwich^ Decemher SOth, ISM. No, 103. 


.You may remember I read to you an extract from my 
Journal written tlie day after the Action of 1 8tb June^ when 
the three days^ work were, as you may suppose, pretty 
fresh in my memory. 

On reference. to it and what I bear in mind to this day, 
I have no hesitation in affirming that the three principal 
positions, or rather stations, my Battery took up on the 
18th wei'e— 1st. Close in front of the 5th Division, that is, 
behind the hedge along* the lane to the left of the Brussels 
and Genappe road, wliere Sir Thomas Picton was killed and 
we had a Cxun spiked. 

2nd. We then moved to reinforce the Artillery to our 
right on the other side of the said road, and were engaged 
some time. 

3rd. We were ordered to, and took ground considerably 
more to the right, coming to action with three Guns (two 
more being disabled by the loss of horses) at the angle 
formed by the Guards in line on the left, and General 
Adam^^s Brigade, 52nd, 95th, 71st, whose right flank had 
been thrown forward on our right. When there I perfectly 
remember the Preiieh Guard coming up in front, and nearly 
to our Guards, and their being taken in flank by Adames 
Brigade and my Guns. 

Before, or rather on their arrival with our Guards, they 
were repulsed, and our Cavalry at this moment as well 
as the whole Line advanced, and I accompanied with 
two Guns the Cavalry along a country road diagonally in 
front of the original, or grand position, coming to action 
several times on the retreating French until we gained 
some houses on the main (Brussels and Genappe) road, 
where a French park of Artillery had been. . 

Captain Bloomfield, E.A., on the Staff of Sir George 


Three princi- 
pal positions 
of the Battery. 

1st, in front 
of Picton’s 
Bivision, and 
to the left of 
the main road. 

2nd, to the 
right of the 
main road. 

3rd, to the left 
of Adam’s 
Infantry 
Brigade. 


Battery as- 
sisted in 
repelling the 
French Im- 
perial G-uard. 


Two G-uns 
joined in the 
General 
Advance, and 
kept np with 
the Cavalry. 
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.Sinclaib’s Battery.. 

Wood, perfectly remembers my advaneiiig along tbis road^ 
and my keeping up with tbe Cavalry, having during the 
day taken the precaution of re-horsing my Guns from 
other carriages as they became disabled. 

Faithfully yours, 

Geoege S. Maule, 


Captain Sinclaie^s Batteey — Five 9-Poijni)EES, and 
Oi^te 5J--IKCH Howitzek. 


No, 104. 


"Waterloo. 

Positions of 
the Battery. 


Came into 
action in the 
light rear of 
La Ha ye 
Sainte, 


A'boiit 3 
o’clock the 
Battery was 
charged hy 
Cuirassiers, 
who were 
driven hack 
hy the 1st 
Boyals, 


OAPTAUnT J. a. WILSON, RA. 

Lieutenant R.A. 

43, Yorh Place, Bdinhurgh, Bovem^her ^lih, 1834. 

« At the commencement of the Action Captain Sinclair's 
Brigade was posted near a windmill in a field on the left of 
the Brussels road, and in rear of the village of Mont- St. - 
Jean. When we were ordered into action we proceeded 
along the Nivelles road, took ground to the left, and formed 
on the right rear of La Haye Sainte between two and three 
hundred yards in front of the footpath laid down in your 
Plan. 

The smoke was so dense that I could not see distinetly 
the position of the French, being at that time ordered to 
direct my fire over the dead bodies of some horses in 
front. 

About three o^clock, our ammunition being nearly 
exhausted, we were charged by the French Cuirassiers, who 
in their turn were driven back by the 1st Dragoons 
(Royals). We retired behind the Squares formed in our 
rear. I heard the word given to them in German, The 
Gun on the left without the limber having been sur- 
rounded hy the Enemy^s Cavalry, remained in their 
possession. Having received a supply of ammunition, we 
returned to our former position and recovered the Gun. 
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SlNOLAIu’S BatIEHY. 

We were almost immediately ordered to the right, near Battery 
Hougoumont, Whilst moving along the ground I could 
see the French advancing, apparently against the right, ntugSimOTt, 
in heavy masses o£ close columns. We remained in our 
last position until twelve next day. The ground on which 
we were posted was covered with the killed and wounded of And to tho 
the Imperial Guard. A wounded Officer, who lay near me, wSS'thc 
told me he belonged to that body. Imperial 

In our first position we passed through deep mud, our attacked!' 
wheels being up to the naves ; in our second the crops were 
grain. 

The Battery, which consisted of one 5-|-inch howitzer 
and five 9-pounders, was fornred i^ line in both 
positions. 

I have, See., 

J. A. Wilson, 

Captain R.A. 

Maitland’s Infantry Brigade. 

The 1st Infantry Brigade was composed of the 
2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 1st Foot Guards and 
was commanded by Major-General P. Maitland. 

The Brigade arrived at Quatre Bras about half 
past six o’clock on the evening of tbe 16th June, 
and was at once employed in driving the French 
out of the Bois de Bossn. Arriving at the southern 
extremity of the wood, and pursuing the Enemy 
beyond it, it was forced back by the French Artillery 
as far as the rivulet which crosses a portion of it. 

It then formed line to its left as far as the 
Gharleroi road, and, after engaging the Infantry in 
its front, its left flank was assailed by the French 
Cavalry, whereupon it, quickly retreated to the ditch 
which bounded the wood, and from thence poured 


See Plan of 
Quatre Bras, 
Ko. 2. 

See General 
Plan of 
Waterloo, 
No. 1. 
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in a most destructive fire on the Cavalry wMcli, 
together with, a flanking fire from a Square of 
BrunswiekerSj drove them from that part of the 
field. It and the 2nd Brigade remained at night 
in possession of the Bois de Bossu. 

At Waterloo the Brigade was posted on or 
behind the ridge of the position between Halkett’s 
and Byng’s Brigades, and its Light Companies in 
the wood and orchard of Hougoumont. 

Here the latter sustained such a severe and 
continued contest with the French troops, that 
about two o’clock there were hardly any of them 
remaining. 

During the day the Brigade was exposed to an 
incessant cannonade, and to the attacks of the 
French Cavalry. Towards evening the advanced 
Square of the 3rd Battalion was at one time much 
galled hy the fire of a mass of Tirailleurs, when it 
quickly formed line, charged, and drove them off, 
rapidly re-forming square in readiness to receive the 
approaching French Cavalry. 

The head of the 1st attacking Column of the 
Imperial Gruard was directed against this Brigade. 
The Gruards awaited its approach, lying down in 
four deep order under shelter of a bank, and, on its 
arriving within a distance of fifty paces, stood up, 
and poured such a destructive fire into it, that 
in one minute’s time 300 of the French lay dead 
and dying. The Column then began to waver, 
when it was at once charged by the Gruards and 
driven down the hill in complete disorder. 

The Brigade having advanced so far as to have 
its flank menaced by the 2nd French attacking 
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Sir P. Maitland. 

Column, the order was given, to face about and 
retire, but owing to the noise it was misunderstood, 
and a false alarm of Cavalry being raised, the 
Brigade was thrown into confusion and hastily 
retired to the original position, where order was 
speedily re-established. 

The head of the 2nd Column of the Imperial 
Guard was directed against the extreme right of 
Maitland’s Brigade, which brought forward its left 
shoulder, and poured a galling fire into the Column 
until it was dissolved and driven away by the flank 
attack of Adam’s Brigade. 

Maitland’s Brigade subsequently joined in the 
General Advance of the Army, 

Mo. 108 refers to the march on Quatre Bras. 

Mos. 100 and 108 to Quatre Bras. 

Mo. 108 to the retreat on the 17th June, and 
All the letters to Waterloo. 


LIEGT.-GENERAL SIR P. MAITLAND, K.O.B. 

'Majoe-Gteneral P. Maitland, 0o5lmamding 1st Inpamtiiy Brigade. ' 

Brighton, November 2Mlh, 1^0.105 . 

In compliance witli your request I transmit to you, for M^'aterloo. 
your own eye only^ a concise Memorandum hastily drawn 
up^ of events that occurred in the course of the last attack 
made by the French on our position at Waterloo. 

The position of the Duke of Wellington must have 
been near to the 1st Brigade, as he was present with us 
while the Grenadiers of the French Guard were advancing 
up the slope. 

I have, &e., 

P. Maitlamd, 

Lieutenant-General. 
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SiK P. MAiTLAsrr. 

Memorandum o£ some events that oeemTed in the 
course of the last attack made hj the French on our 
position at Waterloo. 


Biigade 
formed to 
meet the fii'st 
attacking 
Column of the 
Imperial 
Guard. 


The Column 
halted at 
twenty paces 
from the 
Guards. 


About seven o^clock p.m., the Duke of Wellington^ 
aware of the Enemy^s preparations for a new attackj desired 
me to form the 1st Brigade of Guards in line four files 
deep, His Grace expecting that the French Cavalry would 
take part in the affair. 

The formation of the Brigade was scarcely completed 
before the advance of the Enemy became apparent. The 
force employed by the Enemy in this service consisted of 
two strong Columns of Infantry j a third Corps, consist- 
ing of both Cavalry and Infantry, being in reserve. 

The attacking Columns were alike composed of the 
Infantry of the Imperial Guard, the Grenadiers forming 
one Column, the Chasseurs of that Corps the other. 

As the attacking force moved forward it separated, the 
Chasseurs inelined to their left. The Grenadiers ascended 
the acclivity towards our position in a more direct course, 
leaving La Haye Sainte on their right, and moving to- 
wards that part of the eminence occupied by the 1st 
Brigade of Guards. Numerous pieces of ordnance were 
distributed on the flanks of this Column. 

The Brigade suffered by the Enemy^s Artillery, but it 
withheld its fire for the nearer approach of the Column. 
The latter, after advancing steadily up the slope, halted 
about twenty paces from the front rank of the Brigade. 

The diminished range of the Enemy^s Artillery was 
now felt most severely in our ranks ; the men fell in great 
numbers before the discharges of grape shot, and the fire 
of the musketry distributed among the Guns. 

The smoke of the Artillery happily did not envelop 
the hostile Column, or serve to conceal it from our aim. 

With what view the Enemy halted in a situation so 
perilous, and in a position so comparatively helpless, he 
was not given time to evince. 

The fire of the Brigade opened with terrible effect. 
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The Enemy^s Column, crippled and broken, retreated 
with the utmost rapidity, leaving only a heap of dead and 
dying men to mark the ground which it had occupied. 

The Brigade pressed on the retreating Column, and was in 
some measure separated from the general line of our position. 

The Enemy's second attacking Column advanced to- 
wards that part of our position which had been vacated by 
the second Brigade of Guards, when it moved to Hougou- 

mont. ■ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Supposing the prolongation of the front of the 1st 

Brigade of Guards, the Enemy's Column had already 
advanced across the line of extension on the right of the 
Brigade. 

The Brigade began to change front towards its right. 

The Light Brigade under Sir E. Adam occupied the 
ground vacated l)y the 2nd Brigade of Guards, and opened 
its fire on the Enemy’s Column. The latter retreated with 
the utmost haste pursued by Sir F. Adam's Brigade. 

So ended the last olfensive effort of the Enemy. 

The Allied Army advanced. 

The 1st Brigade, after passing several pieces of 
ordnance abandoned by the Enemy, received orders to halt. 

The Prussian Cavalry advanced along the Brussels 
road, saluted as they ptrssed, their bands playing, “ God 
save the King," and took up the pursuit. 
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1st Foot Gtuards 
The Column, 
'broken by tlie 
lire of the 
Gruards, 
retreated, 
and was , 
followed by 
the Brigade. 
The advance 
of the 2nd 
attacking 
Column, 


Which is 
repulsed hy 
Adam’s 
Brigade. 


The G-eneral 
Advance. 


1st Foot Guards- — ^^nd and 3rd Battalions. 

MA-JOR-GENERAL LOKD SALTOTJK, K.C.B., G.O.H. 

Captain and Lievt.-Colonel 1st Foot Gvaiies. 

The Sill, Brampton, Cuniberland, January 29th, 1838. No. 106. 

I can o-ive you little or no information regarding 
Quatre Bras. On that day I commanded the Light Com- aurtm Bms. 
panics of the 1st Brigade of Guards, and the post we occu- 
pied was in and about the wood on the right of the h ield of 




a tracing from 
an imperfect 
forei.gii map,, 
the only one 
availahle at 
the time.— E d. 

See Plan of 
Q,uatre, Bras. 
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1st Poor Guards. 

P^Plan w^ Battle; but from tbe cireiimstanee of your Plan of tbe 
ground not being shaded, I am unable at this distance of 
time to trace our operations upon it. 

When we debouched from the wood, which we had 
cleared of the Light French troops, we had on our right a 
deep ravine, or perhaps I should rather call it a hollow, and 
about 150 yards to our left, and about half that distance to 
the rear was a low scrubby hedge, behind which the 3Srd 
Regiment was posted. This point I cannot mate out in 
your sketch of the ground, but as far as information goes 
it is not of mnch importance. That was the extreme point 
we advanced to, as did also the Brigade, and although "we 
were driven back from it we recovered it again and held it 
till the firing ceased at dark. 

I perceive you have a small brook or marshy bottom 
running through the wood, but as far as my recollection 
serves me, we met with an obstruction of that description 
much nearer the Nivelles road, from which we commenced 
our advance, than it appears to be in your Plan. But I 
most likely am wrong in tbis, for hurried into action as we 
were, into a large and in some parts thick wood, without 
any instructions and nothing to guide me in my advance but 
the fire of the Enemy, it is not likely at this distance of time 
that I should retain a very clear recollection of distances. 

Next with respect to Plougoumont. From the first 
attack to the period mentioned in your letter (till about 
two o^elock), during the whole of which time I was at that 
post, the whole was a succession of attacks against the front 
of that post attended with more or less partial success for 
the moment, hut in the end always repulsed ; and it was in 
one of these attacks when I had been driven from tbe front 
hedge of the orchard to the hollow way in the rear of it, 
that they [the Enemy] occupying the outward side of the 
Ilixfortunately front hedge with Infantry, brought a Gun along the line 
tlie Plan here by you a 5, to a point I have marked D on that 

This Gun I endeavoured to take, but failed. I, how- 
ever, regained the front hedge of the orchard, and from 
which I never was again driven. 


Waterloo. 

liougoumont. 


See Plan of 

Hougoumont, 

p.26'3. 
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1st Foot Guakds, 

Whether Artillery at the point I am 

unable to state. We suffered very little from Artillery on 
the post, but it is quite clear that the house and farmyard 
of Hougoumont was set on fire by that arm. 

Your next point is ‘’Hhe attack (as you call it) of 
the 1st Brigade of Guards against a body of Infantry 
previous to the attack of the Imperial Guards, fee/'’ You 
seem to have mistaken the advance, not of that Brigade, 
but of one Battalion of them — viz,, the 3rd Battalion 
Grenadier Guards, and have concluded that this was an 
attack against a regular body of Infantry. But that was 
not the case. The circumstances were as follows : 

During the Cavalry attacks on the centre a great The 3rd 
number of the Enemy’s sharpshooters had crept up the slope 
of the hill, and galled the 3rd Battalion, who were in scpiare, 
very severely. At that time the 2nd Battalion of Greiia- away the 
dier Guards (the other Battalion of the Brigade) was 
likewise formed in square about 100 yards in rear of 
the 3rd Battalion. The 3rd Battalion, who suffered 
severely from this fire, wheeled up into line and drove 
them down the hill and advanced to a point I have 
marked E, and there re-formed square. A small body Be-formed 
of Eifles were at a point I have marked with an x, 
and the 52nd in line at F G G. ... 

In this position we received the last attack of Cavalry 
I saw that day, who, refusing us, passed between us 
and the inward rear angle oi the orchard, receiving our 
fire; did not charge between us and the 52nd, where 
the Bifles were, but rode along the front of the 52ncl 
with a. view of turning their right flank, and were 
completely destroyed by the fire of that Eegiment. 

After this we, the 3rd Battalion, retired to our original Eetired to its 
position in square, as I conclude the 52nd did also, as the portion, 
next I saAV of them was* their attack with the rest of 
General Adames Brigade on the 2nd Column of the 
Imperial Guards. As to any attack made at that time 
by the outward angle of the orchard of Hougoumont 
I could not from my position see or know anything about it. 
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1st I'OOT? GrU ABUS. i , x 11 a 

The moment- Your next point is witli respect to wliat took place 


The moment- x uur ii«au pumu io 

ap'oonfaBion the close of the Action, and during the momentary 

after dri^'ng* confusion that took place in the 1st Brigade from the cry 

tovlgthf' of “Form square.” T 

1st attacking It will not do in an account such as yours to put down 
any order that was not given, however scientific it might 
Guard. i,g^ gtih Jegg to make me give an order to retire when 

that was the last thought that came into my head at that 
moment. 

The word of command passed was Halt> fronts 
form up/^ and - it was the only thing that could be 
done. Auy other formation was impossible, and as 
soon as this order was understood hy the men it was 
obeyed and everything was right again. 

The left shoulders were then brought forward, and 
we advanced against the second Column of the Imperial 
The2iid Guards, but which body was defeated by General Adam’s 
ColuMde- Brigade before we reached it, although we got near 

Adam’s^ enough to fire if we had been ordered so to do; and 

Brigade. j recollect at this distance oi time we 

did fire into that. Column. 

Your last point is whether the Duke made use of the 
Did not hear words “ Up,. Guards, and at. them.” I did not hear him, 
I person, or ever heard of any 

and^tthem!” person that did. It is a matter of no sort of impoit- 
Sanyhodv^ ance, has become current with the world as the eheering 
that did. ‘ speech , of a great man to his troops, and is certainly 
not worth a controversy about. If you have got it 
I should let it stand. . • 

I remain, &c., 

SALTOinsr. 


The 2]id 
Column de- 
feated by 
Adam’s 
Brigade. 


Bid not hear 
the Duke say, 
“ Up, Guards, 
and at them!” 
or ever heard 
of anybody 
that did. 
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1st 

LIEUT. -COLONEL AND COLONEL R. ELLISON, 
GRENADIER GUARDS. 

Lieutenant and Captain 1st Foot Gdaeds. 

Royal Barraahs, March Isi, 18S5. 

On the evening of 17th of June about six o’clock^ 
four Light Companies of the Guards, one of which I 
commanded, were suddenly ordered from our bivouac 
to take possession of the farmhouse, garden, orchard, 
and wood of Hougoumont. 

The two Light Companies of the 1st Brigade occupied 
the orchard, the two Light Companies of the 2nd Brigade 
the farmhouse and garden. During the whole of the night 
we were occupied in making the position as strong as our 
means would allow. 1 was on picket that night. The 
French brought up their advanced posts close to ours, but 
gave us no molestation. . . . . 

In looking on the Plan, I cannot help thinking that the 
wood at Hougoumont is represented as much thicker and 
closer than it actually was. It had no underwood, and 
was easily traversed in all parts by Light Infantry, and the 
communication of files kept up with the greatest facility. 

I can speak to this point, as I was sent at one time of 
the day (I believe about two o^cloek) from the orchard with 
some Light Troops to drive the French Tirailleurs back, who 
had become very annoying to the farm, and were gradually 
gaining ground, particularly on the right flank of our 
position. 

We drove them quite out of the wood upon three 
French Columns, which were posted at the bottom of the 
hill outside the wood, ready to move up and renew their 
attack npon the farmhouse, two of these Columns . just 
beginning to move, the third uiipiling arms and falling in to 
the support. We, of course, were driven back immediately. 

Believe, &c., 

Robeut Ellison, 

Lieut.-Colonel and Colonel Grenadier Guards. 


Foot Guaeds. 


Xo. 107. 

Evening of 
the 17th four 
Light Com- 
panies of the 
Guards sent 
to occupy 
Hougoumont. 

Those of the 
1st Brigade 
occupied the 
orchard, those 
of the 2ti.d 
the garden 
and house. 


See Plan of 
Hougoumont, 
p. 263. 


Sent to drive 
Trench 
Tirailleurs 
out of the 
wood. 


Which done, 
came upon 
three Trench 
Columns — 
driven hack 
again. 
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1st Foot 0TTAEDS 

: CAPTAIF .H. W. POWELL. 

Lieutenant anbOattain. 1st Foot Guaubs. . 

No. 108. ./FoxUase^Eyndhurst N^^ 

Extracts from Journal. 

MarcF oB, .. ISlo. , Two o^cloeb.p.m. Dragoon brought 

' ' * : word that the Erench were 'crossing the frontier^' and, to hold 
. , the Brigade in readiness- to moue. Eight obdock- — -Asecond 
■ dragoon arriued with intelligence , that • the Prussians ha-d 
been forced across the Sambre. Orders were issued for 
. .the right w.iiig of the 3rd. Battalion to remain at Hove 
with the left wing^ having been moved to that village on 
the first order. I find I have forgotten to state that the 
End Battalion were quartered in the town of Enghien, 
and that the right wing of the 3rd Battalion was at the 
village of Mark, and the left wing’ at the village of Hove. 

half -past one, a.m. Drums heat to arms, 
the Battalion and baggage read j to move at two. At three 
the order came for the Brigade to assemble at Hove. 
Heavy stores and hospital ordered to Brussels. At four, 
the order was given to move to our left, over the position 
of Steenkirke, in the direction of Braine-le- Comte, where 
it arrived about nine o^elock, having been Joined by the 
second Brig’ade (End Battalion Coldstreams and End 
Battalion 3rd Regiment) on the march. We halted on tbe 
eastern side, having had great difficulty in getting through 
the town in consequence of the numberless waggons and 
bagg’age confusedly huddled together in the street. 

About twelve. General Cooke returned from a recon- 
naissance to tbe southward, and (as said at the time) on 
his own Judgment ordered the Division to move to the left 
towards Nivelles. The heat was excessive, and the men 
suffered much from the weight of their packs. At about 
three p.m. the Division arrived within half a mile of 
Nivelles, and took up a position looking over the town, 
supposing our day^s work was done. We were, however, 
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1st 

scarcely halted; aiKl tlie raeii disencumbered of their loads/ 
when an Aide-de-camp brought the order to advance 
immediately. 

The Division were under arms in a minute^ and started 
double quick down the hill into NivelleS; su]3posiiig that 
the Enemy were entering it at the other side^ for the firing 
had by this time become very heavy^ and apparently very 
close. We continued our march through the town to 
Hautain-le-Val; where we halted to collect the stragglers 
and to let the Artillery pass to the head of the Column. 
We then continued along the c/iaussee from Nivelles to 
Namur. On the march the order was given to untie ten 
rounds ammunition and to see the flints in order; then for 
the Officers to join their Companies and fix the bayonets. 
On the road we met many wounded, and Major Jessop; of 
the 44^th (Q.M.G. Department) shot through the foot; 
who urged us to get on as the Action was going on badly. 

As we advaneed the wounded became more and more 
[numerous] along the sides of the road. At nearly five 
p.m. we arrived at the head of a wood that abutted on the 
e/iatm/e to the right, when the Light Infantry of the 
Brigade, under Lord Saltoun, were ordered into it, and as 
the head of the 2nd Battalion 1st Regiment came up, 
they were also ordered in, two Companies at a time, to 
support and assist the Light Infantry till the whole 
Battalion were in the wood. 

This wood was called the Bois de Bossu, and might on 
an average be about three-fourths of a mile long and three 
hundred yards broad. A small stream ran across it. On 
the left side and close to the edge was a hollow way 
running along the eastern side. The men gave a cheer, 
and rushing in drove everything before them to the end of 
the wood, but the thickness of the underwood soon upset 
all ordeiv and the French Artillery made the place so hot 
that it was thought advisable to draw back to the stream, 
whieh was rather more out of range. A great many men 
were killed and wounded by the heads of the trees falling 
on them as cut off by cannon shot. 


Foot Guards. 
The Division 
halts near 
^hvelles, and 
is ordered to 
advance 
immediately. 


Arrival at 
Quatre Bras 
about 5 p.in. 


Ordered into 
the Bois de 
Bossu. 


See Plan of 
Quatre Bins, 


And drove the 
French out of 
it. 

Sufered from 
the French 
Artillery. 


Ordered to 
form outside 
and to the left 
of the wood, 
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1st Foot Gitabbs, - 

The order was then given to form line outside the 
wood to our left. By this time our 3rd Battalion had 
eoine down the woodland together we formed with our 
right on the wood and our left towards the climmee from 
Brussels to Charleroi. 

As all order had been lost in passing through the wood, 
the men formed up as they came out and extended the line 
into the standing corn. A great many men of other 
Eegiments who had been engaged before we arrived, very 
gallantly left the wood and fell in with onr men. The line 
again advanced, but never could get beyond a certain point. 
Here we stood firing at the Enemy in fimt, who deployed 
most steadily under our fire, whilst the French Cavalry 
kept moving about for an opportunity of charging us. 

During our advance a Battalion of Black Brunswickers 
(so called from their black unifonn, being [in] mourning, 
as we heard, for their Duke killed at Jena, and from their 
Teutonie eiistom of blacking their faces) had followed in 
the open field along the outside of the wood, and were 
manoeuvring to form on our left when the French Cavalry 
charged our left and drove us all into the wood on the 
right. The hollow way now covered us from the Cavalry, 
and from it the men threw in so destructive a fire as to 
nearly annihilate them, whilst the Brunswickers (whose 
front became uncovered by our retreat into the wood) formed 
square beautifully, and did their part most effectively in 
their destruction. Many men and horses were taken who 
fled for shelter into the wood, which supplied our mounted 
(or rather dismounted) Officers with fresh horses. In this 
charge Lord Hay was supposed to be killed. 

The tiraillerie continued during the daylight, and 
General Maitland took the 8rd Battalion to the end of the 
wood which the Enemy now no longer disputed, and having 
thrown out pickets for the night, directed the 2nd 
Battalion to retire to the at the end of the wood. 

Buried ia the nth June. The early part of this day was employed 

of the wood, and in burying 
Brown, and ’ the four Officers we had lost— Capt. Grose, Capt. Brown, 


And advanced 
to a certain 
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The French 
Cavalry 
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them into the 
wood. 
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Cavalry. 

The Bruns- 
wickers form 
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fully, and 
contribute to 
the destruc- 
tion of the 
Cavalry. ' 
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1st 

Lord Hay and Barrington— whicli was done under tlie 
large tree on tlie riglit of the wood nearest towards 
Nivelles. 

There was now much moving of troops from one point 
to another; hut as it was idtimately determined to retire; 
the Divisions moved off along the chaimee towards Brussels. 
The 1st Division left their ground a little past eleven. 

Nothing particular occurred to us on the march to .the 
position of Mont-St.-Jean. The day was excessively 
hot and the road very much crowded; but yet there was 
but little confusion and the stoppages but short. The 
only naaterial one was from the narrowness of the bridge 
over the Dyle at Genappe. 

After a march of perhaps eight miles we were ordered 
to take along a cart track to the left; which soon brought 
us behind a country chateau and farm with a garden and 
orchard; but separated from us by a deep hollow way (the 
continuation of the cart road) . Here we halted supposing 
we were fixed for the night. However; orders came shortly 
afterwards to order us to move to our right over the stand- 
ing corn up the rise; and on to the next rise till we got 
to the e/muss£% from Nivelles to Mont-St.-Jean. Here we 
had hardly been five minutes when there came on a storm 
of rain that deluged us, and continued through the greater 
part of the night. 

We afterwards found that we had halted under the 
Chateau of Hougoumont. 

We x'cmained on the Nivelle chaimee till a quarter 
before eleven (by my watch); when the first cannon shot 
was fired; and the different Divisions immediately moved 
to their different stations in the Line, 


Lord Hay, 
and Ensiga 
Barrington, 
killed the 
previous day. 


The retreat] 
to Waterloo. 


Bivoiiackedoxi 
the Nivelles 
road, in rear 
of tlieirsuhse- 
quent position 
ill the front 
line* 

Waterloo, 


First shot 
fired at a 
quarter to 
11 a.in.. 


I have, &e., 

H. Wetland Powell. 
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Wateiioo. 


Owing to tlie 
advance of 
tKe Prussians, 


Napoleon re- 
solves to play 
his last stake. 


The Duke 
orders the 
Brigade to 
move to the 
left, and form 
line four deep. 


The Brigade 
sheltered be- 
hind a bank 
from the 
cannonade 
which pre- 
ceded the at- 
tack of the 
Imperial 
Guard. 


The approach 
of the 1st 
attacking 
Coluipii. 


' FROM THF SAME. 

Foxlease, Lyndhtirsi, Ajpril 2ilst, 

I shall BOW quote my Journal in answer to your first 
question^ because having* been written when the thing was 
strong in my recollection^ [it] will probably have more 
weight with you. 

/^Between five and six the Emperor was so much 
pressed by the Prussian advance on his right that he de- 
termined to make a last grand effort; and as he had tried 
every other Corps without effect; there only remained to 
him the ^ Garde Imperiale/ With these he resolved to 
play his last stake and to ensure success. His Artillery 
were ordered to concentrate their whole fire on the intended 
point of attack. That point was the rise of the [our] 
position about half-way between Hougoumont and La 
tlaye Sainte. 

The Duke of Wellington had but a short time previous- 
rode down to see what was doing at Hougoumont; and in 
returning had ordered the 1st Brigade of Guards to take 
g found to Us left and form line four deep^ which poor 
Frank D^Oyley did by wheeling up the sides of the Square; 
putting the Grenadiers and my Company (1st Battalion 
Company) in the centre of our line. What would Dundas 
have said I ! ! 

This brought the Brigade precisely on the spot the 
Emperor had chosen for his attack. There ran along this 
part of the position a cart road; on one side of which was 
a ditch and bank, in and under which the Brigade sheltered 
themselves during the cannonade; which might have lasted 
three-quarters of an hour. Without the protection of this 
bank every creature must have perished. 

The Emperor probably calculated on this effect; for 
suddenly the firing ceased; and as the smoke cleared away 
a most superb sight opened on us. A close Column of 
Grenadiers (about seventies in front) of la Moyenne Garde; 
about 6;000 strong; led; as we have since heard; by Marshal 
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Ney, were seen ascending the rise au pas de charge shout- 
ing ^ Yive VlhipereuT? They continued to advance till 
within fifty or sixty paces of our fronts when the Brigade 
were ordered to stand up. Whether it was from the 
sudden and unexpected appearance of a Corps so near 
them./ which must have seemed as starting out of the 
ground^ or the tremendously heavy fire we threw into them, 
La Garde ^ who had never before failed in an attack suddenlij 
stopped. Those who from a distance and more on the 
flank could see the affair, tell us that the effect of our fire 
seemed to force the head of the Column bodily back. 

^^In less than a minute above 300 were down. They 
now wavered, and several of the rear divisions began to 
draw out as if to deploy, whilst some of the men in their 
rear beginning to fire over the heads of those in front was 
so evident a proof of their confusion, that Lord Saltouii 
(who had joined the Brigade, having had the whole of his 
Light Infantry Battalion dispersed at Hougoumont) 
holloaed out, ‘ Now^s the time, mij logs! Immediately 
the Brigade sprang forward. La Garde turned and gave 
us little opportunity of trying the steel. We charged 
down the hill till we had passed the end of the orchard of 
Hougoumont, when our right flank became exposed to 
another heavy Column (as we afterwards understood of the 
Chasseurs of the Garde) who were advancing in support of 
the former Column, This circumstance, besides that our 
charge was isolated, obliged the Brigade to retire towards 
their original position. 

Opportunely, Sir P. Adames Light Brigade had in the 
meantime come round the knoll between the position and 
Hougoumont, when we had been ordered to take ground 
to our left, and were advancing under the hedge and blind 
line along the northern side of the orchard at Hougoumont. 
As soon therefore as we had uncovered their front we 
halted and fronted. 

The two Brigades now returned to the charge which 
the Chasseurs did not wait for, and we continued our 
forward movement till we got to the bottom of the 
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the Guards. 
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valley between the positions. Here onr Brigade halted to 
restore its order hy calling out the covering Sergeants 
and forming Gompames. As soon as the Column was 
formed we proceeded towards the ckaussh (to Namur) 
[to Charleroi],, where we found nearly sixty pieces of 
Artillery jammed together and deserted. Whilst we were 
halted in the valley the Light Troops and Cavalry had 
passed us and gone in pursuit.'’^ 


Proceeded 
towards the 
Charleroi 
road, where 
they found 
nearly sixty 
Guns 

abandoned. 


I have,, &C.J 

H. Weyi;A.nd Powell. 


Xo. no. 


LIEUT.-OOLONEL H. DAVIS, 

Lieutenant and Captain 1st Foot Guards. * 

Ehnley Parle, March 1885. 


Waterloo. 

Position of 
Brigade. 


The Infantry 
formed in 
squares hy 
order of the 
Duke. 

After the 
attacks of 
French ■, 
Cavalry had 
been repelled, 
an attack of 
French 
Infantry also. 


The Brigade of Guards to which I belonged^ con- 
sisting of the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 3st 
Regiment, were posted above and to the left of Hougou- 
mont, a little behind the crest of the position, so that 
they were nearly out of sight of the Enemy until close 
to them. The Infantry in that part of the line were 
formed in hollow squares by the express order of the 
Duke of Wellington at the commencement of the Action. 

About the middle of the day, after the attacks of 
the Enemy^s Cavalry had been repelled, a strong force 
of Prench Infantry was pushed forward, who kept up 
a galling fire on the part of the line where the 
Battalion to which I belonged was posted. In order to 
drive them back the Battalion, not waiting to deploy 
into line (which in consequence of large masses of the 
Enemy’s Cavalry still hovering about would have been 
unsafe), opened from the centre of the rear face of the 
Square, that face and the two tiaiik faces bringing 
their right and left shoulders forward until in line 
with the front face, thus forming an irregular line of 
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four deep. They tbeii advanced, drove back the French 
Infantry, aiKl ill the midst of a' murderous ire of the 
Enemy'^s Artillery, re-forming* square with as. much cool- 
ness as , on parade, returned to their former position. 

When hhevFrench' Imperial ' Guards' advanced ' to., the Eepulse of. tte „ 
attack, the same manoeuvre ' was repeated by the British ' 

Guards, and the French Guards, whose attack was made penal Guard. . 
in column, were broken and driven back with great ' : , 
slaughter, the field being literally covered with their dead. 

I remain, &c., 

H. Davis.' ■' ■ 

. GAPTAIN AND LIEUT.-COLONEL J. P.- DIROM, . 

GEENADIEE ■ GIJAEDS. ' 

, Ensign*^ , 1st Foot Guaeds. 

21, Usher’s Island, Fehncary mh 3835. ]^o. IIL 

With regard to our formation^ that o£ the Imperial Waterloo. 
Guard, and what took place, I feel as certain as if it 
had only occui-red yesterday. 

The Brigade had been formed in line four deep, and 
ordered to lie down. When the Imperial Guard came in 
sight, the men were desired to stand up and cautioned at 
the same time not to fire without orders. The Imperial 
Guard advanced in close Column with ported arms, the 
Officers of the leading Divisions in front waving their attack of tie 
swords. The French Columns showed no appearance of „ 

having suffered on their advance, but seemed as legiiiaiiy carried out. 
formed as if at a field day. ' , 

When they got ' within a short distance we were ■ men witHn ^ 

•/ o 0 ^ sllOX*!; oiRf 

ordered to naake ready, present, and fire. The effect tance it re- 
of our volley was evidently most ^deadly. The 
/ Columns appeared staggered, and, if I may use the ex- Guards, 
pression, convulsed. Part seemed inclined to advance, 

* Appears to Imve keld also tke rank of Lieutenant. 

. n '■ 
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part halted and fired^ and otters^ more particnlarlj towards 
the centre and rear of the Columns, seemed to be turning 
round. 

At this moment our line was ordered to charge, as 
I always supposed, by the Duke of Wellington himself, 
who was then immediately in our rear. On our advance 
the whole of the French Columns turned round and made 
off. 

We were shortly after ordered to take up the usual 
pace and form column of Companies without halting ; 
as soon as we had done so several Eegiments of Light 
Cavalry passed us at full speed in pursuit of the Enemy. 

I have, &e., 

J. P. DmoM, 

Capt, and Lieut.-Col. Grenadier Guards. 


On being 
charged by 
the Guards 
the Column 
made off. 


See Plan of 
Quatre Bras, 
,^No, 2. 


' See Plan of 
Hougonmont, 
p.263. 


Byng’s Inpantey Brigade. 

Tlie 2ncl Infantry Brigade was composed of the 
3nd Battalion of the Coldstream Onards and the 
2nd Battalion of the 8rd Boot Onards, and was 
under the command of Major-Gleneral Sir John 
Byng, K.C.B. 

The Brigade reached Quatre Bras on the 16th 
June, about half -past six p.m. It was moved round 
the Bois de Bossu whilst Maitland’s Brigade was 
clearing the French out of the wood, and remained 
upon the Charleroi road until the close of the 
Action, when it was moved up to the front of the 
wood, and threw out pickets for the night. 

At Waterloo the Light Companies of the two 
Battalions were posted in the Chateau, Farm- 
buildiDgs, and G-ardens of Hougoumont, and in the 
wood in front of it. About twelve o’clock they 
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were reinforced by four more Companies of tbe 
Coldstreams. 

After a prolonged combat in tbe wood, in whicb 
tbe Guards were supported by the fire of the 
British Artillery when practicable, they were at 
length driven by overpowering numbers inside the 
range of buildings, but continued to hold them and 
the gardens for the remainder of the day. 

The French Artillery having set fire to the 
greater part of the buildings, this added immensely 
to the difficulties of the defence, and caused an 
agonising death to many of the wounded, the 
flames and smoke having made it impossible to 
rescue them. 

During the repeated struggles for the possession 
of the orchard between the Enemy and the Light 
Infantry of Maitland’s Brigade, the fire of the 
Coldstreams from the garden wall invariably turned 
the scale against the French, and deprived them of 
any temporary footing they had gained. 

Several Companies of the 8rd Eegiment had 
been moved down to reinforce the Post, and about 
two o’clock the remainder of the Battalion was 
sent as a further reinforcement, and to replace 
Maitland’s Light Infantry, of whom few or none 
remained. 

The Battalion advanced twice to the front 
hedge of the orchard, on the second occasion being 
reinforced by some German Troops of Du Plat’s 
Brigade, but was each time outflanked and driven 
back to the hollow way in rear of it, and each time 
the French were again dislodged by the fire of the 
Coldstreams. 

E, 2 • 
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m. 112. 

Waterloo. 

At 7 p.m, 
in cominand 
of tlae DItI- 
sion, Sir Q. 
Cooke being 
woiinded. 

Was with, the 
1st Brigade 
during the 
attack of the 
Imperial 
Guards. 

The 2iid 
Biigade was 
at Hougou- 
mont with a 
reserve on the 
hill in rear. 


On the third advance of the Battalion and the 
Grermans, they not only remained in permanent 
possession of the front hedge, hut two Companies 
and the Q-ermans also forced a passage into the 
wood, and firmly established themselves in it. 

The two remaining Companies of the Cold- 
streams had been left as a protection to the Colours, 
at first on the main ridge of the position and, after 
the advance of the French Cavalry, in the hollow 
ground behind it. 


GENERAL SIR J. BYNG, G.O.B., G.C.H. 

Majob-Genekal and K.O.B. 

London^ N'o'vemher 2ndi 1884. 

I can hardly give you the precise formation of my 
Brigade at seven p.m._, as I was at that time in command 
of the Division (Sir George Cooke being wounded)^ and 
was with the first Brigade^ then attacked by the Imperial 
Guards. As far as my recollection serves, the 2nd 
Brigade were in Hougoumont and in the wood or orchard 
to its left, with a reserve on the hill in rear of that posi- 
tion. 

At that time I think the third attack of the Enemy 
had been repelled, and they (the French) were in columns 
at a distance, with skirmishers in front, keeping up an 
irregular fire j but I do not feel positive. 

Yours, &c., 

J. Bykg. 
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FEOM THE SAME. 

London, Ajpril Mil, No. 113* 


I tad only reached the position of the first Brigade of 
Guards hut a few minutes before the attack commenced. 
I will not, therefore, take upon myself to trace out on your 
inclosure the precise line of their position. 

We were at first, as you state, in rear of the road, and 
partly under cover, from which I moved them forwa,rd two 
or three hundred yards. You are correct also in your 
remark that the general attack was not commenced until 
after a short delay, say, ten or twelve minutes. 

I think the inference you have drawn from information 
received is generally correct. . . but I fear giving too 

decided an ' opinion, as 1 was at the moment suffering 
much from the contusion I received. 

Yours, &e., 

J. Bing. 


Waterloo. 

The attack of 
Imperial 
Grtiards on the 
1st Brigade. 


The General 
Advance did 
not commence 
until ten or 
twelve . 
minutes after 
the repulsion 
of the Im- 
perial Guard. 


The Coldstream Guards — 2nd Battalion. 


LIETJT -GENEBAL SIR ALEXANDER WOODEOED, 
K.C.B., K.C.H. 

Major and Colonel A. Woodeord, Coldstream Guards. 


Gibraltar, January Uth, 18dS. 114. 


At the time I was sent down to Hougoumont (about 
twelve o’clock or a little after), the Enemy had nearly got 
into the farmyard. We found them very near the wall, 
and charged them, upon which they went off, and I took 
the opportunity of entering the farm by a side door in the 

From that time there was much tir ail lene, some 


Hougoumont. 

At 12 o’ clock 
the French 
had nearly got 
into the fann-* 
yard, but were 
driven oF- 

French 
Artillery set 
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fee to the eanBOB and howitzer shots, which last I always considered 
■bams, ^ barns. 

The tirailleurs on the rising ground along the eastern 
ed^ySveS never distinctly showed themselves, though they 

tirailleurs, on annoyed US very much by firing at the door which com- 
municated between the courtyard and garden, and of 
which they could see the top. 

Several cannon shots went into the centre building, 
where some wounded Officers were lying. 

In Corfu I had much conversation with General 
Guilleminot, who was Chef de FEtat Major to Jerome 
Napoleon. He told me that all Prince Jerome^s Corps was 
in, and at the end of the wood. The first attack he advised ; 
the others, he said, he did not agree in. It always struck 
me that the subsequent attacks were feeble. 

The heat and smoke of the conflagration were very 
difficult to bear. Several men were burnt, as neither 
Colonel Macdonell nor myself could penetrate to the stables 
where the wounded had been carried. 

Baron de Cubieres, Governor of Ancona, also talked to 
me much about Waterloo. He commanded a Begiment, 
and was wounded and unhorsed just under the wall. He 
says we forbore to fire upon him, and he owes us much for 
many good years since. I have some recollection of the 
circumstance, of which he always makes a great deal. 


the east side 
of the en- 
closures. 

Several 
cannon shots 
enter the 
building 
where the 
wounded 
Officers lay. 

Opinion of 
J erome’s 
Chief of the 
Staff on the 
French at- 
tacks. 

Several 
wounded men 
burnt in the 
conflagration. 


A wounded 
French Officer 
grateful for 
not being 
fired at. 


I beg, &c., 


A. WOOBFOED. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

Gibraltar, December 9 th^ IS^S. ISTo, 115. 

The Farm and Garden of Hongoumont were occupied Hougoumon' 
by the LiglR InfaiRry of the 2nd Brigade of Guards on 
the night of the 17th^ and loopholes were made, and plat- garden occu^ 
forms constructed with whatever material the premises 
afforded* Infantry of 



THE PLAN FACES TO THE SOUTH, 

• A, Great Orcliard; Ji, Garden; C, Small Oreliard; D, Hollow Way; a, Chapel; ^ 
ft, House; c, Parmer’s House; d, Cowhouse and Stabling; c, Gardener’s House, 

Stables, &c. ;/, Barn ; ( 7 , Great Barn ; 7^ SmaU Garden ; i) Haystack. !v 


The farm is well calculated for defence. The dwelling- description of 

house in the Centre was a strong square building, with 


A few of tlie 
French pene- 
trated into 
the yard^ and 
were driven 
out. 
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small doors and windows. The barns and granaries formed 
nearly a square^ with one door of communication with the 
small yard to the South; and from that yard was a door 
into the garden j a double gate into the wood^ under or near 
the small house^ which I conclude you call the Gardener^s 
house; and another door opening into the lane on the 
West.' 

There tvas also another carriage gate at the Nofth-W'est 
angle of the great yard^ leading into the barn^ which con- 
ducted to the road to Bi'aine-la-Leiid. 

The little garden to the South; fronting the wood; was 
occupied by the Guards; there were platforms in it; and I 
do not recollect that the Enemy ever got into it. 

Some few of the Enemy penetrated into the yard from 
the lane on the West; but were speedily driven out; or 
despatched. 

The Enemy were; of course; in possession of the wood 
all night. 

I have heard from a French General Officer; that on the 
18th nearly the whole of Prince Jerome^s Corps were 
directed against the wood. They came on in force several 
timeS; but did not attempt a general escalade ; there was 
constant firing from the wood upon the garden; and from 
the men on the platforms and banks; and I think in some 
eases from the upper windows. 

A rising ground commanded the south-west angle of 
the farm. The corn was high and concealed the tirailleurs; 
who kept a regular fire upon the doors of communication I 
have mentioned; and killed several men and wounded some 
Officers. There was but little cannonade directed against 
Hougoiimont ; in the afternoon; howevex*; a shell or carcass 
was thrown into the great barn; and the smoke and flames 
hurst out in a most terrific manner, and communicated 
with rapidity and fury to the other outbuildings. Some 
Officers attempting to penetrate into the stables to rescue 
some wounded meU; were obliged to desist; from the 
suffocation of the smoke; and several men pei'ished. The 
flameS; as is well known, stopped at the little Chapel. 


The French 
did not at- 
tempt a 
general 
escalade. 

The French 
tirailleurs 
kept up an 
annoying fire 
from the 
rising ground 
to the south- 
west. 

The great 
hum set on 
fire hy a shell. 
The conflagra* 
tion extended 
to the other 
huildings. 

Many . . 
wounded 
perished in 
the flames, 
which stopped 
at the Chapel, 
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The French never, as far as I recollect, got into the Theyreuoii 
garden. They were in the orchard, hut did not scale the Sated iSto 
garden walls. The platforms did not extend all the way, orchard, 
as in some eases the hank was high enough to enable the garden? 
men to fire over the walls. The platforms were, of course, 
rudely constructed. Colonel Maedonell having to work all 
night to collect materials and loophole the walls. 

Genera] Gruilleminot was the Chef de FEtat Major of 
the Corps, and was present at the several advances through 
the wood. 

General Cubim'es, then commanding a Eegiment, was 
wounded and thrown from his horse near the gardener ^s 
house, when the men nearest to him ceased firing at him, 
and he has lived to acknowledge this ; he has mentioned 
it to me several times. 

The wood always api)eared full of troops. From all I The French 

have heard from French Officers since, they considered sideredH^i- 

Hougoumont as very formidable. goumontas 

” very lomid- 

• • • • * ♦ • able. 

Believe me, &c., 

Alex. Woodpohd. 


CAPTAIN AND LIEUT. -COLONEL C. W. SHORT, 
COLDSTREAM GUARDS. 

Ensign, Ooldsteeam GrUAEDs. 

London, March IBZB: 116 . 

I cannot speak as to tbe position of any of the Com- WTiterloo. 
panies of the 2nd Battalion otherwise than the 7tli and 7th and 8th 
Sth, to whom was confided the protection of the Colours, detailed with 
These two Companies remained in the original position to the Colours, 
the immediate left of the three trees on the crest of the 
rise behind Hougoumont until the French Cavalry came to the left of 
on. . trees” in rear 

We then retired by order of Sir J. Byng across the 
Nivelles road, and after two or three halts finally took our Q^ the 
station in some hollow ground, which, as far as I recollect, ajjproach of 
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tlie Frencli 
CavaJiy, re» 
tired "by Sir J. 
:B 3 nig.to the 
hollow groRiid 
in rear. 

Eemained 
there till the 
General 
Advance. 
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commenced a little distance on onr left and ran deeper in 
tlie direction of Brain e-la-Lend. 

On onr right was posted a Regiment with green facings 
the 51st or 55th^ I think. Here we remained with the 
Colonrs until the General Advance took place^ and we moved 
straight forward, and at the close found ourselves pretty 
nearly on the same ground as we stood on early in the 
day ; rather perhaps in the advance, however, on the slope 
towards Hoiigoumont. 

The Companies detached in and about Hongonmont 
joined us, and I went on picket in the wood. 

Believe me, &c., 

C.W. Short. 


The 3rd Foot Guards — 2nd Battalion. 


No. 117- 


MAJOR-GENERAL F. HEPBURN, O.B. 

Major and Colonel 3rd Foot Guards. 

The HooJce, near Lewes, November 22nc?, 1834. 


Hoiigoumont. 


About 
1 o’clock 
ordered 
with the 
remainder 
of the Bat- 
talion to 
reinforce the 
troops in the 
orchard. 

Bee Plan of 
Hougoumont, 
p. 263, 

The hollow 
way served as 
a rallying 
point. 


I add a short narrative of the proceedings of the 
Battalion under my command on the 18th of June. 

Several Companies of the 3rd Regiment Guards had 
been sent down to reinforce the Light Infantry of the 
1st Brigade of Guards, who under Lord Saltoun were 
making a gallant defence in the orchard before mentioned. 
As near as I can judge, about one o^clock, Sir John Byng 
gave me orders to go down with the rest of the Battalion* 
The command was given up to me by Lord Saltoun, on 
my reaching the near hedge of the orchard, where there 
was a hollow way, which served us as a rallying point 
more than once during the day. 

After some time we advanced, crossed the orehard, and 
occupied the front hedge, which I considered my post, 
driving the Enemy through a gate at the corner of the 
garden wall into the wood. Soon after this the .Enemy^s 
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Cavaliy passed close to our left, and ascended the position, 
at the same time we were warmly attacked, our left turned, 
and we were driven back to the hollow way, where we 
rallied ; but when the attacking troops attempted to pass 
the orchard they received so destructive a fire from the 
Coldstream Guards, posted inside the garden wall, that 
they were completely staggered, and we meanwhile ad- 
vanced and regained our post. 

After some considerable time had elapsed^ during 
which I presume the Enemy ^s Cavalry had been driven 
back, Columns of Infantry passed over the same ground on 
our left. We were again outflanked and driven back to 
our friendly hollow way, and again the fire of the Cold- 
streams did us good service, in fact, it was this fire that 
constituted the strength of the post. 

We once more advanced, and resumed our station along' 
the front hedge, from whence there was no further effort 
to dislodge us. But soon after Sir Henry Clinton having 
sent down some Landwehr (with offers of further re- 
inforcements, if necessary), I sent them with two of my 
own Companies into the wood, where they kept up a heavy 
fire. I may I'emark here that the attacks made upon us 
were in general upon our flanks, and not in our front. 

During this time I knew nothing of what was passing 
elsewhere. In about an hour or more after the last resump- 
tion of our post, a Staff Officer came from the left at full 
gallop, with orders for an immediate advance, stating that 
the whole Army were moving onto the charge. We passed 
the hedge and moved upon the troops in the eornfiield, who 
retired in no order, and almost without firing. 

The 3rd Guards joined in the general pursuit, till 
perceiving that the men were exhausted after their hard 
day^s work, I halted, and took them back to a field in the 
rear of the house of Hougoumont, where we bivouacked 
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3e,b IfooT Gbauds. 

Advanced and 
occupied the 
front hedge 
of the orchard. 

Oatfianked 
and drivea 
hack to the 
hollow way. 

Destructive 
&e from the 
Coldstreams 
in the garden 
on the attack- 
ing troops. 


Advanced to 
front hedge 
again. 

Same opera- 
tions repeated. 

Eeinforce- 
meiits received 
and sent 
together with 
two Com- 
panies of 
the Guards 
into the wood. 


Ordered to 
join in the 
General 
Advance. 


for the night. 


I have^ 

Eeais'^. Hepbukct, 

Major-General. 


\.m: 

Sed Foot ..(txjaeds. 
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lioiigoumont. 

Tlie Light 
Companies 
of the Cold- 
streams and 
3rd Guards 
had the de- 
fence of the 
wood and 
Chftteau. 


An error as to 
D’Erlon. See 
next letter. 


This point x 
is where the 
east edge of 
the wood is 
crossed by the 
diagonal path 
leading to the 
main road. 

haystack 
on Plan, 
p, 263. 

It served as a 
railing point. 

Between 1 
and 2 the 
remainder of 
the Gmirds 
driven into 
the farm 
buildings. 

A few French 
came in also, 
but were 
driven out 
again. 

Bams, &c., on 
fire. Officers’ 


OAPTAIISr AISII) LIEirT.-COLONEL G. D. STAKDEN, 
SCOTS FUSILIER GUARDS. 

Ensign 3ed Foot Guaiids, 

3e3, Old Bond Btreei. 

What was the particular formation, &c. ? 

I helong^eclto the Light Company of the 3rd Guards, 
which with the Light Company of the Coldstream, had 
the defence of the wood and Chateau of Hougoumont, 
after being driven into the house they remained there till 
the close of the Action. 

What was the formation of that part of the Enemy^s 
forces, &c. ? 

Jerome Buonaparte attacked the wood and house with 
his Corps, consisting of D^Erlon^s divisions, &c. See his 
speech in the Chambre des Pairs on the ^Ist or 2^nd 
June. ^^At one o^clock we were in possession of the 
wood/^ 

A tirailleur came within ten yards of x previous to 
the Action, and the corn concealed him till within that 
distance, hy which path the Duke and his Staff left the 
wood half “an-hour before the commencement. 

I have marked . . . . where a haystack was set 

fire to in one of the attacks in which our Companies were 
repulsed, behind which we repeatedly formed and charged ; 
I cannot speak as to time, but Jerome put the earliest 
moment, but think between one and two the French drove 
the remaining few into the house. After a severe struggle 
the French forced the rear gate open and came in with us. 
We flew to the parlour, opened the windows and drove 
them out, leaving an Officer and some men dead within the 
wall.' ■ ' 

During this time the whole of the barn and cart house 
were in flames. Daring the confusion three or four Officers’ 
horses rushed out into the yard from the barn, and in a 
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minute or two ruslied back into tlie flames and were burnt. 
I mention this as I bad always beard horses would never 
leave fire ; perhaps some beam or large piece of wood fell 
and astonished them. 

The ditch at the corner of the wood leading into the 
orchard * . • was full of dead bodies (we had blocked 

up the gate)^ as the French strove repeatedly and gallantly 
to get through in defiance of the fire from the loopholes so 
close to them. The anecdote of the fire burning only to 
the foot of the Cross is perfectly true^, which in so super- 
stitious a country made a great sensation.. 

I never saw such a ‘'^bullfincher^^ as the hedge in front 
of the orchard. I cannot tell how the barn was first fired^ 
but there was an opening sufficient for a man to get 
through in the walk by which the French might with the 
burning hay have fired it. 

YourSj &e., 

G.' D-Standen. 


Foot G-uaeds. 

horses con- 
sumed in the 
flames. 


Bitch at left 
hand corner o{ 
the wood filled 
with dead 
bodies, the 
French striv- 
ing to force 
an entrance at 
that point into 
the orchard- 

Stoiy of fire 
stopping at 
Cross in 
Chapel true. 

Barn might 
have been set 
on fire through 
an opening in 
wall. 


FROM THE SAME. 

Guards Club. Wo date, No. 119. 


I thought Jerome did attack us first, from reading his 
speech in the Moniteur giving a description of the disas- 
trous day, and that Eeille, D’Erlon, &c., were under his 
immediate orders. . • • • • 

I heard voices, and the drummers beating the $as de 
charge, apparently belonging to J erome^s left Column. I 
was then in a small field like a crescent on the right flank 
of the house, adjoining the lane going to the Charleroi 
road from the house, hut I am inclined to think they 

belonged to the right or centre Column. 


Hougoumont. 

B’Erlon com- 
manded the 
1st corps, 
Reille the 
2iid, and 
.T erome a 
Division imder 
the latter. 

— ^Ed. 

The French 
advance 
against 
Hougoumont, 


When we in turn retreated, our attacks became each The alternate 

attacks 


1 I attacJKS 

time more feeble. Although we drove them out^ our became more 

advances became shorter. They fed an immense force of 
skirmishers; we had no support, j losses of men. 
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3eb Foot Guabbs. ' ' 

Loss o£ men^ the remainder not having been so keen as 
they were, therefore after the first or second charge it is 
impossible to say which Colnmn of Jerome^s they belonged 
to {sic) : It was some time after the Action had commenced 
that a body of troops rushed into the wood from the field by 
the path leading to the Charleroi road. These came from 
Oallant They made a desperate attack and attempt to get 

attemptof the , ^ t , ,,, ^ 

Frencli to get mto the orchard. Most were killed or wounded by the 
into the 
orchard. 


men inside the garden wall. 


Quatre Bras. 
Sm Plans. 


The 1st 
Brigade 
become en- 
gaged in the 
Bois de Bossn. 

Lose many 
of their men 
hy shooting- 
each other. 


Eushing out 
of the wood 
get into con- 
fusion, and 
obliged to 
xetnrn to it. 


Meanwhile 
the two Light 
Companies are 
sent on to 
Quatre Bras, 
then to the 
right towards 
1st Brigade. 

Brnnswickers 
repulse the 
French 
Cavalry with 


The Division of Guards marched right in front from the 
place we halted at, about five miles from Quatre Bras. 
We had proceeded some way by the edge of the wood, 
when we were halted by the Prince of Orange, who wheeled 
the first Brigade into the wood. They began firing directly. 
The French were by this time getting very close to the 
edge. They never were through or near enough to prevent 
the Prince of Orange from coming up the road. The first 
Eegiment lost most of their men by shooting each other. 
Maitland has been much blamed for not clearing the wood 
with his two Light Companies, which he might have done. 
The consequence was, instead of halting and forming in a 
deep sort of ravine, they rushed out of the wood, got into . 
temporaiy confusion, and were obliged to get back again. 

They say the Duke sent to stop them, but the A.D.C. 
never arrived. I did not see any Belgians or Dutch 
amongst the killed and wounded in the wood; we met 
some Cavalry (Beige) with lots of Good Samaritan Infantry 
taking care of them, perhaps sixty at the outside. 

When the first Eegiment were clearing the wood, our 
two Light Companies were moved to Quatre Bras, and then 
brought round to the right, in front of the left centre, 
with the First Eegiment then debouching from the wood 
on our right. On our left, a little in advance, some Black 
Brnnswickers received a charge of Cavalry with 
steadiness. Our battalions remained till night on the 
CJicmssee. J ust before dark our Companies were put on the 
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SiiD Foot G-xiards, 

advance pickets owing to some mistake. The French great steadi- 
having lit their fires and posted their sentries in the open . 

field, began firing, which continued on their side frequently outposts are 
during the night whenever we stirred. Eather a curious 
thing that the sub-division to which I belonged was on 
the advance picket, the 16 th and 17 th both. 

Yours, &c., 

G. D. Standen. 


Adam’s Infantry Brigade. 

The 8rd (Light) Infantry Brigade consisted of 
the 62nd Light Infantry, the 71st Light Infantry 
(Grlasgow Highlanders), the 2nd Battalion, and two 
Companies of the 3rd Battalion of the 95th Eifles. 

It was commanded hy Major-Greneral B. Adam. 

Previous to the commencement of the Battle of 
Waterloo it was posted between the village of 
Merhe Braine and the Nivelles road, but on the 
•French moving to attack Hougoumont it was 
formed behind the Nivelles road in reserve to the 
Troops in the front line. 

Towards the afternoon it was moved close up to 
the Nivelles road, and about four o’clock ordered by 
the Duke of Wellington to form a four-deep line, 
and attack the crowds of French skirmishers who 
had driven in the Artillerymen from the Batteries 
on the crest of the position. 

■ The skirmishers were repulsed and the Brigade 
advanced and took up a diagonal position in the 
hollow to the left rear of Hougoumont. Here it AcvPian, 
was formed in Squares which successfully resisted 
several attacks of the French Oavaby, but during 


See General 
Plan, No. 1. 



\See General 
Plan, Fo. 2. 


the intervals between these attacks, the Squares 
suffered greatly from the fire of the Ikench 
Artillery, especially the two flank Battalions, the 
2nd Battalion 95th Bifles, and the 71st. The 
portion of the 3rd Battalion 95th Rifles, attached 
to the 71st Regiment, most materially contributed, 
by its effective independent fire, in repulsing a 
Cavalry attack on the Square of the latter Regi- 
ment. 

About six o’clock, the right of the Brigade 
being considered exposed to a flank attack from the 
enclosures of Hougoumont, the whole were with- 
drawn behind the crest of the main position, so as 
to be under cover from the Enemy’s Artillery. 

Gn the approach of the 2nd attacking Column 
of the Imperial Guard, which threw out a cloud of 
skirmishers in its front, the 52nd and 2nd Battalion 
95th sent out a Company each to check them, but 
these were driven in by a body of Cuirassiers 
moved forward to attack the Batteries which fired 
on the Column. The Brigade, meanwhile, had 
been formed in line four deep, and brought up to 
the road running along the ridge of the position, 
and its appearance induced the Cuirassiers to 
retire, pursued by a Squadron of the 23rd Light 
Dragoons. 

The French Column having diverged from its 
original direction somewhat to the right, so as to 
rather lend its left flank to Adam’s Brigade, 
Colonel Sir John Colborne, commanding the 62nd, 
the centre Regiment, wheeled his left Company to 
the left, and formed the other Companies on it, so 
as to bring his front nearly parallel with the left 
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flank o£ tlie Column. The Imperial Guard halted, 
wheeled up its left sections into an opposing line 
to the 52nd, and opened a most destructive fii*e on 
that Eegiment. 

The Duke, seeing Colborne’s movement, at 

once ordered the 2nd Battalion 95th, on the left, 

to conform to it. Colborne, after pouring a deadly 

fire into the French Column, which was quickly 

succeeded by that of the 95th, ordered his Eegiment 

! to charge the Column, and the 95th hastened to 

join in the charge. Meanwhile, Adam had galloped 

to the right to order the 71st Eegiment and 3rd 

Battalion 95th to also conform to Colborne’s move- 
\ ' , ' ' . ■ 

ment, but they had so much ground to get over 

I that they were not in time to fire into the Column 

I before the charge commenced. 

The French Column (excepting the two rear 
Battalions, which retired in a considerable degree of 
order) broke into the wildest confusion, and as the 
Brigade pursued them, its line became at first nearly 
perpendicular to the French position, a Hanoverian 

I Battalion under Lieutenant-Colonel Halkett was 

advanced to give support to its exposed right flank. 
The French fugitives, meantime, bearing more 
! towards La Belle Alliance, were being followed by 
. the Brigade, when its front was crossed by the 
returning party of the 23rd Light Dragoons, at 
which, by mistake, some shots were fired, and 
immediately afterwards three French Guns on the 
prolongation of the right of the line of the 52nd 
began to enfilade it with grape, but were driven 
away by the right Section, which was wheeled up 
by Lieutenant Gawder for that purpose. 
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The Brigade next came upon three Squares of 
the Imperial Gruard, which were posted on a height 
with their right resting on the Genappe road, and 
the Duke ordered the Brigade to attack them. On 
the Brigade advancing, the Squares, after firing 
into it, were faced to the rear and retreated by word 
of command. 

The Brigade, in its pursuit of the Squares, 
crossed the main road, and was threatened hy a 
body of Cuirassiers, hut Adam moved on in four 
deep formation, and the Cuirassiers declined the 
contest. On ascending the high ground hr rear of 
La Belle Alliance, it was by mistake fired on hy a 
Prussian Battery. Soon after this it dispersed 
some Infantry, and captured some Artillery, who 
were unaware of its approach, and the last (as 
supposed) Prench Gun fired that daj' was turned 
round by men of the 71st Regiment and fired by 
Captain Campbell (Adam’s Aide-de-Camp) into the 
retiring Columns of the Imperial Guard. 

The Brigade bivouacked for the night at or 
near the Farm of Eossomme. 

Among the letters of this Brigade I have 
included that of General William Halkett, who led 
the Hanoverian Battalion which so eftectively co- 
operated with it during the final Advance, and 
who captured General Cambronne, the Commander 
of the two rear Battalions of the Imperial Guard 
above referred to. 

All the letters treat of Waterloo, and Ho. 123 
relates also to the entry into Paris. 
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Sill F. Abam, 


LIEUT. -GENERAL .THE RIGHT HON. SIR 
FREDERICK ADAM, G.C.B., G.C.M.G. 

Maioii-Ctenbiial F. Abam, Commakding 3eb Ikbantry Biugabe, 

Memomnium for Carpt. Sihorne. No date 1838 ]. 

I must premise by stating that having kept no notes at 
the time (in consequence of being wounded, and subse- 
quently employed by orders of the Duke of Wellington 
while at Brussels), and never from that time to this 
having put anything on paper relating to the Battle, 
I have only my memory to trust to, and at this distance 
of time it is possibly not very accurate. 

I maj^ add that from the circumstance of my service 
since 1815, I have been little in the way of hearing 
the details of the Action discussed, and probably have 
not ten times during the three-and-twenty years which 
have elapsed, endeavoured to refresh my impressions for 
the purpose o£ stating in conversation the transactions 
which I witnessed on the IStb June, 1815. I wish these 
observations to be kept more especially in view as regards 
the hours of the day at which particular events took place. 
The relation of these events to others or their sequence, I 
can probably pretty accurately record, but the exact iinieoi 
their occurrence must be fixed by the coinciding or pre- 
ponderating testimony as to the hours of occurrence which 
may best [be] trusted to fix the precise period of the day. 

The 3rd Brigade was bivouacked on the night of the 
17th eii pot ence to the mainline of the troops. Merbe 
Braine was a little in front of its left. 

The first position taken up by the 3rd Brigade was 
nearly that marked on the Plan, formed by Battalions in 
columns of Companies at quarter distance. In this position 
the Brigade remained in reserve with piled arms until the 
Enemy^s Cavalry gained the crest of the position running 
from the [rear of] Hougoumont towards La Haye Sainte, 
When this was perceived the men stood to their arms, as 
we expected the Cavalry of the Enemy would break the 
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small Brunswick Battalions wlxieli were down .the slope. 
The contrary occurred^ and the Brunswickers stood firm, 
and the Enemy^s Cavalry retired. 

Shortly after this the 3rd Brigade was ordered to 
advance, which it did in the order in which it was formed, 
to the Nivelles road, on the edge of which it remained for 
some time exposed to a fire of Artillery, by which a con- 
siderable number of men were disabled. After crossing 
the Nivelles road the Duke of Wellington personally 
directed that the Bxdgade should form line /our deep and 
drive those fellows away/^ meaning some French Infantry. 
There was not space to form the 52nd in line with the 71st 
and 95th, and the 52nd eonseqiieixtly was a sort of reserve 
to the Brigade. 

The Enemy^s Infaixti'y were very soon disposed of, and 
the Brigade continued to advaixee to about — where the 
Cavalry of the Enemy, being prepared to attack, the 
Brigade was formed in columns and then in squares. The 
interval between the 71st and 95th was larger than 
desirable, and when the Cavalry were just reaching the 71st 
Sir John Colborne brought down the 52nd to fill up the 
space, and [threw] in a most effective oblique fire on the 
Cavalry, which were in the act of attacking the 71st 
Regiment. 

After the Cavalry attacks had been disposed of, and 
subsequently when the Enemy's Infaixtry were again about 
attacking Hougoumont, the right of the Brigade was 
j udged to be too near the enclosures of that place, and 
had it remained, would have been exposed to being taken 
in flank from thence. It was therefoi’e, at the suggestion 
of Sir J. Colborne, retired, and again brought a little 
fui'ther back to about — — in order to be screeixed 
froixx the fire of the Enemy’s Artillery by the fall of the 
slope, 

'\Thile ill this position a French Officer deserted and came 
over to where the Brigade was, and gave inf ornxatioii that 
the Imperial Guard was forming to make an attack on that 
part of the position. 
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It was not judged expedient to receive this attack, 
but to move forward the Brigade and assail the Enemy 
instead of waiting to be assailed, and orders to that efiEect 
were, given. ■ 

The Brigade was at this time formed in line four deep 
—from right to left 71st, 52nd, 2nd 95th ; and the two 
Companies of the 3rd 95th on right of 71st. 

The first encounter with the Imperial Guard was a very 
sharp tussle with its Tirailleurs, but this did not extend to 
our right further than the right of 52nd, and hardly to 
left of 71st. C ./. .'..rvV.: : , 

When their Tirailleurs were disposed of, the 52nd were 
right shouldered forward by Sir J. Colborne, and the 71st 
conformed ; but it being considered that the interval 
between the right of 71st and the enclosures of Hougou- 
mont left the right of the Brigade exposed, request was 
more than once made for troops from the other part of the 
Division to occupy this space and cover the flank of the ord 
Brigade, and at length Lieutenant-Colonel Halkett, with 
a part of his Hanoverian Militia Brigade was sent for 
this purpose, and as it came forward the 3rd Brigade 
advanced, the Imperial Guard was driven back, and the 
Brigade, continuing to advance, crossed the Genappe 
cJiatmee^ and continued advancing^ in a direction nearly 
parallel to that which was at some little distance 

on the right. 

While advancing, the Duke of Welling'toii being with 
the Brigade, some Battalions of the Enemy were re-formed, 
and appeared inclined to stand. The Duke ordered them to he 
attacked, but it was suggested to his Grace that the Brigade, 
which from its rapid advance was somewhat loose in its 
formation, had better be halted and the files closed in. The 
halt was ordered accordingly, but after a few moments the 
Duke said, ^CTbey wonT stand, better attack them,’' 
and the Srd Brigade was accordingly again put in 
motion, and the Battalions of the Enemy withdrew, and 
fell into the mass of confusion which existed in our 
front.' ^ 


Sni P, Ai>a>l 
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Col. Hl'XTEJ! Blaiij. 

These Battalions (Imperial Guards) were the last 
troops of the Enemy which had any appearance of order or 
. formation.- 


No. 1:21. 


COLOInEL T..HUNTEE BLAIR, C.B., UN ATTD. 
MjiJOE 91st Eegiment, and Brigade-Hajoh to Adam’s 
’ Brigade. 

Leamington, Warwickshire, May 1st, 1835. 


Waterloo 


Col. Oawler’s 
account a 
faithful oiu' 
generally, 
except as to 
share of 1st 
Gruards, and 
9r5t]i in re- 
pelling last 
attack of Im- 
perial Guard. 

The Frtmcli 
had partially 
gained tlu' 
summit of our 
position. 


During total 
advance of 
Brigade, does 
not roeollect 
sticing any 
Allied tr(jops 
in front of it 
except retiring 
Cavalry. 


Since its receipt^ I have again read with much attention 
the correspondence between Sir Hussey Vivian and Colonel 
Gawder on the Crisis of IVaterloo/^ and my first impres- 
sion is thereby more eonfirmedythat essentially their opinions 

nearly accord. 

A subject so fully discussed leaves little room for 
addition. 

Colonel Gawler having acknowledged the error into 
which he had fallen respecting the 71st Regiment^ it appears 
to me that he has faithfully given the leading features 
of the position and movements of the Light Brigade, though 
I am not quite prepared to admit that the 1st Guards, and 
2nd and 3rd 95th, may not he said to have co-operated in 
the repulse of the last attack of the Imperial Guard. 

My persuasion is that the summit of our position was 
partially gained by the Imperial Guard, and I recollect 
Sir John Colborne telling me immediately after the attack, 
that he had formed his left company eu ^oience, refusing 
his flank in the apprehension of its being turned. 

During the diagonal movement of the Light Brigade, 
its attack on the Squares of the Old Guard, arrival at Belle 
Alliance after crossing the Genappe road, and final halt to 
allow the Prussians to pass through its ranks, I do not 
recollect to have seen in front of it any portion of the 
Allied Army, except the retiring small body of British and 
German Cavalry. 

The 71st was eertainly not the ‘'^ Regiment in red.'’"’ 
It crossed the road before reaching Belle Alliance, and I 
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Col. , Hukter'' Blaiu*. 

well remember an Officer of the Regiment cbalking 71 on 
a number of Guns abandoned close to tbe north gable of 
the house. 

After the repulse of the Squares of the Old Guard (I do A.fter defeat 

not exactly recollect the spot) Sir Frederick Adam desired oid(?u2d,^^ 

me to ride on the prolongation of our right in order to 

observe if any part of the Enemy seemed to threaten our right of 

right flank — then apparently quite unprotected. Having 

gone some distance, I met the Duke of Wellington moving i^xet the Duke 

at a quick pace, followed by one individual to whom I followed hy 
^ ^ , aSardmiau 

spoke, rlis answer was, ALonstetiTj je ne park pas %n officer, who 

.mil mot (BAnglaisF I told him in French the order I 
had received. He replied, Le Btie lukmeme a ete voir; il been to see 
a nen a craindreJ^ I rejoined the Brigade. thSTthei^was 

The above circumstance has always appeared to me and danger, 
to those to whom I have related it, a very striking proof of 
the miraculous escape and providential care of that great Miraculons 
man on this eventful day : his Staff, even Orderlies, almost 
all killed or wounded, the few that remained untouched 

. - . T jS early all nis 

carrying messages ; ms only attendant a French Uracer, staff killed or 

attached to him by Louis XVIII. ! ! ! If you wish to record 

it you are quite at liberty to use my name. 

What a contrast to Napoleon, if what the Belgian ^apoleon’s 

Guide Da Costa told me when I revisited Waterloo in ^intonched. 

1816 he true, that not a single casualty occurred amongst 

his numerous personal Staff. 

And have, &c., 

Tiios. Hunter Bla.ir. 


FROM THE SAME. 

Dunskey, WigtonsMre, Wovemhei' 29th, 1835. No. 122. 


I feel morally persuaded that the Light Brigade, more 
especially the 52nd and 71st, had been a eonsiderahle time 
in line four deepy before the attack was made. 

I was in rear of the 52nd line in conversation with 
the late Sir Augustus Fraser, Horse Artillery, when the 
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French Hussar OfBeeib a deserter^ mentioned by Colonel 
Gawler, rode up to and joined us. He said we should be 
attacked by the French Guard within half-aii-hour. Sir 
Augustus rode off to inform the Dukej, then towards the 
left, desiring, me to look to the deserter, whose information 
proved literally correct. 

The French cannonade commenced before Sir Augustus^ 
return. I sent the French OfBcer to the rear in charge of 
a Sergeant of the 52nd Regiment. 

I agree with you in thinking that the advance Colonel 
Eeles refers to is the right shoulder movement into the 
position you have traced in a dotted line^ and my impres- 
sion also is that the 71st, though supporting the 52nd, 
could not complete that movement in time to enable them 
to share in the attack on the 2nd Column of the Imperial 
Guard. Major-General Sir Thomas Reynell, who com- 
manded the 71st, might best elucidate the point. 

The extract you give me from Colonel Eeles appears 
very faithful ; he is quite right in conjecturing that in the 
advance Colonel Halbett^s Brigade in column followed the 
Light Brigade, as did the other Hanoverians of the 
Division, accompanied by Sir Henry Clinton. 

Lord Fitzroy Somerset mentioned to me in town last 
spring the mistake I had been led into in supposing that 
the Foreign Officer attending the Duke at the period I re- 
ferred to was a Frenchman, he being a Sardinian. 

I have, &c., 

' ' Thos. HoNTim Blaik. 


The 52kb Regiment — Light Infantey. 


, LIEFT.-GENERAL LORD SEATON, G.C.B. ; , 

Lieut, -Colonel anb' O'olonel Sib John Colihuine, Tv.C.B., 52ni> . , 
; Eeoiment. . 

Mg. 123* ' ■ ■' ^ ■ 

I have been so fully occupied since the year 181 5/that 

I have seldom had time of inclination to read any of the 
accounts of the Battle of Waterloo. Indeed, it has always 
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been a most unpleasant task to refer to our past military 
opeAtioiis^ wliicb are eonnected with many painful recollee- 
tions. 

I have cautiously abstained from giving opinions on 
controverted points that would draw me into diseussions. 

I think^ however; that it almost becomes my duty to give 
you. every assistance in my power to enable you to compare 
the facts in my statement with the information which you 
have received from various sources^ and to correct the 
errors which appear in the account you have forwarded to 
me. 

We were all so intent in performing our own parts, 
that we are disposed to imagine that the Brigade or Corps 
with which we were, engaged played a most distinguished 
part; and attribute more importance to the movements 
under our own immediate observation than they deserved. 

I am, persuaded that noxae but mounted Officers can give a 
correct account of the Battle^ and very few of those had 
an opportunity of seeing much beyond the limited space 
which they traversed. 

I have; in great hastC; from the impressions which I 
strongly retain at this moment; written down the princi- 
pal facts whicli occurred under my observation; a kind of 
log-book from eleven ohlock to the close of the Action. 

With respect to the troops that first entered Paris by Adam’s 
the Bridge of Neuilly and the Bois de Boulogne — the 
Brigade of General Adam passed the bridge of Neuilly enter Paris, 
the night before the Duke took up his quarters in Paris; 
and halted at Neuilly, after having had a sharp discus- 
sion with the French Officer in command of the Squadrons 
of Cavalry at the bridge; who opposed our passage of the 
bridge in consequence of his having received no orders to 
give up his post. 

The next morning Sir F. Adam’s Brigade; iinaceom- 
panied by any other; marched by the Barriere de PEtoile 
to the Champs-EIysees. The 52nd was posted near the 
Duke of Wellington's quarters. Several of the Garde de 
Corps of Louis XVIII, were compelled to take shelter 
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behind the 5£Ed> before that Regiment had piled arms^ 
in consequence of the insults they received from the 
National Guards, with which the Place Louis Quinze 
was filled. I return your paper. My log-book shall be 
forwarded to-morrow. 

I remain, &e., 

Seaton^.. . 


Waterloo. 
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Memormida. Kiiley^ Fehruary 24ith, 1843. 

It was eleven o^cloek when our Batteries (of twenty 
Guns, I believe), in position on the rising ground to oti^r 
left of Hougoumoiit opened their fire on a Column advanc- 
ing on Hougoumont. 

The French Commandant of the Premiere Lege re 
mentioned to me, a few days after the Battle, that he was in 
the front of that Column, and that the first shot from our 
Guns killed and wounded three of his Regiment. At this 
time several shots reached the 52nd Regiment, then halted 
in column to the rear of the road leading to Merbe Braine, 
and the point of intersection of that road and the Nivelles 
road. 

Desirous of seeing the commencement of the Action, I 
rode with Colonel Rowan to a commanding eminence. My 
attention was directed to the French Lancers, which showed 
themselves near the cross road leading to Braine-la-Leud, 
and cheering. After this cheer a large space of our position 
to the left of Hougoumont, appeared covered with our dis- 
persed Cavalry, rapidly retiring. Two large masses of 
French Cavalry followed them in good order. They 
passed the Batteries of twenty Guns to which I have re- 
ferred, which appeared abandoned, and had ceased to fire. 

I returned to the 52nd Regiment, which was on the 
march in column, and advancing towards the cross road 
that connects the high road from Genappe to Waterloo, 
and the road from Nivelles to Waterloo. The 52nd con- 
tinued its march to the valley which separated the right 
central part of our position from the Enemy, and halted 
about five hundred yards in front of the cross road. I rode 
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up the opposite ascent and observed two Guns pointed^ and 
firing at our C'^oliimn. I returned^ and called out to Capt. 

Shedden^ the Officer leading the Column^ and desired him 
to tell me whether he could see these Guns. I formed 
two Squares on the appearance of the masses of Heavy 
Cavalry to our rights but nearer to the 71st 
than to the 52nd. 


Regiment 


Several shells fell near the left angle of our more 
advaneed Square^ and the left side of it was grazed by a 
sharp fire. Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Rowan was anxious 
to take the command of the left Square in which Colonel 
Chalmers was^ but on my acquainting him that I should 
superintend both the Squares he remained, at my request, 
with me. The front and right faces of this Square opened 
fire on the French Cuirassiers advancing towards us, and the 
French Cavalry halted and retired and appeared in dis- 
order. 

Colonel Hervey, one of the Duke of Wellington's 
Aides-de-Camp, brought an order from the Duke for the 
52nd to retire up the hill. I mentioned to him that il: the 
Duke had ordered us to retire with reference to our ex- 
posed position, that we were protected by the ground in 
front. 

' ^ Very well/^ he replied, I will mention this."^^ 

However, soon after I had received this order I heard a 
great noise and clamour in the direction of Hougoumont, 
and observed the Nassau Regiments, I believe, running 
in disorder out of the wood ; and supposing that Hougou- 
mont would be abandoned and our flank would be exposed, 
I formed columns from squares, and wheeled into two lines, 
and this formation being completed, we faced about and 
retired in two lines through the Belgian Guns under the 
command of Colonel Gaeld [?], and as we were ascending 
the hill a French Colonel of the Cuirassiers galloped out of 
the French ranks, holloaing out Five le Moi)' repeatedly, 
and rode up to me, addressed and said, Ce 
est la avee les Gardes. Toila Vattaqne qiii se This 

Officer remained with me for some time. 
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On our arriving* near tie cross road on the summit of 
the hill^ near the Belgian Guns^, I halted the 52nd. Many 
of our wounded were lying a few paces in our front. My 
anxious attention had been attracted to the dense Columns 
moving on the Genappe road towards the centre of our 
position^ and observing their rapid advance I ordered our 
left hand Company to wheel to the left, and formed the 
remaining Compa.nies on. that Company. Colonel Charles 
Rowan assisted ■in eom-pleting this formation^, with whom , 
I had had some conversation on the intended movement^ 
and on the necessity of menacing the flank of the French 
Columns. 

This movement placed us nearly parallel with the 
moving Columns of the French Imperial Guards. I ordered 
a strong Company to extend in our front, and at this 
moment Sir F. Adam rode up, and asked me what I \vas 
going to do. I think I said, to make that Column feel 
our Sir F. Adam then ordered me to move on, and 

that the 71st should follow, and rode away towards the 
71st. ■ ■ 

I instantly ordered the extended Company of the 52nd, 
about 100 men, under the command of Lieutenant Ander- 
son, to advance as quickly as possible without any support 
except from the Battalion, and to fire into the French 
Column at any distance. Thus the 5 2iid formed in two 
lines of half Companies, the rear line at ten paces dis- 
tance from the front— after giving three cheers, followed 
the extended Coinpahy, passed along the front of the 
Brigade of Guards in line, commanded by Sir John Byng, 
and about 500 [?] yards in front of them. If our line had 
been produced it would have formed an obtuse angle with 
this Brigade of Guards. 

I observed that as soon as the French Columns w-ere 
sharply attacked by our skirmishers, a considerable part of 
the Column halted and formed a line facing towards the 
52nd, and opened a rtoj sharp fire on the skirmishers and 
on the Battalion. ..The only, skirmishers, I think, that were 
out on that day from otir Brigade were those of the 52nd 
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whieli I liave mentioned^ but I am eertaiii that none fired theDaie on 
but those of the 62nd. Three or four Companies of the 
95th were formed on our left rather to the rear of our line; on 

the remainder of the Brigade, the 71st, must have been at “vas rapidly 
least sis hundred yards to the rear : when the 52nd com- 
menced its movement towards the Imperial Guards ; but 
I think I observed the 71st moving on, as well as the 


advancing, 
and perhaps 
150 yards in 
right roar of 
52Tid; 600 


whole of Sir H. ClinWs Division, when we had advanced yardsVomdbe 


that the fire on the flank of the 


in rear of tJie 
Xivelles roml I 
-—Ed. See 
G-eneral Plan, 


a few hundred paces. 

1 have no doubt _ _ 

French. Column from the 52nd skirmishers^, and the appear- No. 2, 
ance of a general attack on its flank from Sir P. Adam’s doubt 

Brigade and Sir H. Clinton’s Division generally, was the eaused 
cause of the first cheek received, or halt made by the 
Imperial Guards. The 52nd suffered severely from the 
fire of the Enemy; the loss of skirmishers was severe, sustained by 
and the two Officers of the Company were wounded, ihe fi^of 
right wing of the 52nd lost nearly one hundred and fifty Column, 
men during the advance; the Officer carrying the 
Regimental Colour was killed. 

At this moment two or three Squadrons of the 23rd Djuringthe 
Drao’oons appeared, directly in front of the line of the Bo left Com- 
52nd, approaching rapidly towards the line. The two 
Companies on the left halted and fired into them, supposing mistake on 
them to be the Enemy’s Cavalry. My horse was wounded ; 

1 called out to the Adjutant to stop the fire, and whilst |:MUght 
we were rectifying' this mistake which had oecuired, the nq. 48, 
only one that had occurred during the day, aud which p.98. 
interrupted our march, the Duke of Wellington came to 
the rear of the left of our line near the two Companies 
which had fired. I said to his Grace, “ It is our own 
Cavalrv which has caused this firing.” His Grace replied, 

“ Never mind, ffo on, go on*.” We continued our advauee, 
which soon brought us under the hill or ascent occupied by 
the Imperial Gemris, aad w, found oumelves peotected 
from their fire by tlie bill. Our line, from the badness of ofthe 

the ground and the interruption to which I have alluded, 

had thrown the two right hand Companies into some Genappe road. 


Des-ired by the 
Dake to “go 
on.” 

Halts, and 
re-f orms under 
re. 


See General 
Plan, Iso. Z. 


286 WATBELOO LB TTEBS, 

52nd llEGniEXT. 

disorder^ and I, suspecting tbe French Cavalry were not far 
from onr right, called out to the Officers eommanding 
Nos. 1 and 2 Companies to halt and bring up their Com- 
panies in good line, and whilst I was restraining the 
disorderly impetuosity of these Companies under great 
excitement, several Officers in front, Colonel Churchill and 
Colonel Chalmers, were cheeidng and waving their hats 
and caps in front. 

At this time the 71st formed on our right flank, and I 
ordered the bugles to sound the advance, and the whole 
line charged up the hill ; and on our arriving at the edge 
of the deep road, the opposite side of which the Imperial 
Guards had occupied, the 52nd fired, at least most of the 
Companies. We observed the Enemy in great confusion, 
some firing, others throwing away their packs and running 
to the rear. 

Captain Cross called out that the French soldiers near us 
were going to surrender, but on their continuing to fire on 
us I ordered the 52nd Regiment to ^^pass the road,^^ and 
the whole passed through the Guns and carriages, &c,, and 
we formed Oolumns of Companies, onr right resting on 
the I’oad to Genappe. We moved on in column, and passed, 
I think, eighty Guns or carriages in about ten minutes 
after this new formation. No Cavalry whatever could be 
seen on our left, or to the left of the Genaj)|)e road, and I 
am siii'e that no British Cavalry were between us and the 
French for the last hour of the Battle. I think, therefore, 
that the attacks of our Cavalry at this time must have 
been made by the Cavalry which had passed in rear of the 
52nd, and to the right of the Genappe road. 

I observed smoke and firing towards Planehenoit, and 
to the right and left of the Genappe road. The 71st did 
not cross the Genappe road, but moved to the i-ight, as 
well as part of Sir H. Clinton^s Division. 

At the Junction of the Genappe road and the road 
The 52nd and leading, I believe, from Wavre to Nivelles, the skir- 
mishers of the 52nd and the advance of the Prussians 
under General Billow mixed. When we passed this point 
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it was nearly dark. We Halted a few hundred yards from 
ity and the whole of General Bulow^s Corps passed our 
right on the road leading to Genappe. 

The Duke of Welliugton, on returning^ I suppose, from 
Belle Alliance, passed the left of our Column and inquired to halt for tlie 
for me, and left a message that we were to halt for the 
night.,. 

Sir John Byng mentioned to me, at Paris, that he 
observed our movement in front of Jiis Brigade, and that 
at this time his Brigade had no ammunition left. Lord 
Hill mentioned to me also that he was near the Brigade of 
Guards when he observed the 52nd moving across the 
plain, that some men of the British Guards -were retiring, 
that he ordered them to advance, waving his hat to them. 

I tJmi/Cy therefore, that t/iis was the time when a |>or- 
tion of the Imperial Guards halted to fire on the 52nd, and 
that immediately after this halt the British Guards charged, 
and made their forward movement. It appears to me 
evident, if this statement be coiTect, the movement of the 
52nd took place some time before any forward movement 
was made by the Guards. 

I have been particular in stating many unim 2 >ortant 
oeeurrenees, because I am persuaded several absurd 
blunders and stories have originated from the movements 
of the 52nd, and General Adames Brigade, having' been 
misrepresented. 

'S. 


LIEUIVGOLOI^EL G. GAWLER, KH., UNATTACHED. 

Lieutenant 52nd Regiment. 

Berhy, Becemher 22nd, ISZL No. 124. 

Major-General Adam’s Brigade, of which the 52nd Waterloo, 
formed a part, bivouacked on the night of the 17th--18th 
June nearly on the summit of a height between the 
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C/immee SLTid Merbe Brahie, 400 or 500 yards 

of the latter village/ A. 

After daylight on the morning of the IStli June some 
Companies of the Brigade were sent to occupy Merbe 
Braine. The 5£nd gave its right Company, to which I 
belonged. This Company was posted in the garden of 
a small country-house^ of which the westernmost hedge 
was the limits on that side^ of the enclosures of Merbe 
Braine. 

On the summit of the rise towards Brain e-la-Leud two 
or three Battalion Columns were in sight, which proved to 
be Dutch or Belgic. 

While in this garden we heard the first cannon-shot of 
the Battle, fired in the direction of Hougoumont. An 
Officer near me pulled out his \vatch, and said it •was 
Twenty minutes past 11 o^clock/^ kSooii after this, it 
might be about 12 o’clock, we were ordered to rejoin the 


Brigade. 


When we cleared the enclosures of the village^ 


standing in 


open column in about the posi- 


it ■was seen 
tion B. 

The Brigade almost immediately advanced, the 52nd 
halted in close or quarter- distance columns of wings at 
about C. I feel much confidence as to the ground, as near 
that point its outline is remarkable. The crop about us 
was very low. 

The first and greatest attack on Hougoumont was then 
going* on, and we were evidently supporting what had now 
become the right wing of the Army in rear of Hougou- 
mont. Cannon-shot fired at the troops in our front rolled 
over the hill behind which we were posted, and were (I 
believe) particularly annoying to the 2nd Battalion 95th. 
In consequence of this annoyance from the cannonade, 
the 52nd went over the rise to the ground D or *D, 
I think the former* From near this point the 51st Regi- 
ment was distinctly seen extended at E E. 

Major Ross of that Regiment has since told me that 
the Company which he commanded ocenpied the point E 
on i]xQ climtsshj covered by an ahaiu. Major Ross told me 



POSITKJNW AND MOVEMENTS OD ADAM’S INEANTRY BRiGADE, 


PLAN SROWlNf 




mwm: 


wiim 






»il 





















ADAM’S INFANTBY BRIGADE. 289 

52nd Regiment. 

also that he did not at amj time any French soldiers to 
the westward of the c/mussee. I do not know positively 
what became of the other Regiments of the Brigade during 
this interval^ but sicpjooge them to have remained at short 
distances from the 52nd. The crops about the spot D were 
very high. 

I cannot speak with confidence to the precise time^ but 
calculating from other occurrenees of which the times are 
fixed, I think it must have been after four (f cloeh Past4i>.in. 

the 52nd left the point D. It then proceeded in wing Bri^^de^was 
squares by the track a a a to F P on the exterior slope of moved down 
the British position. Before it crossed the ISTivelle clzaussee the 
Dutch Heavy Cavalry, wearing high feathers perpendicular 
to the top of their helmets, were seen retiring in confusion 
Vit h b h. The point at which the 52nd Squares crossed 
the first line of the Army, and near which it subsequently 
foi'med to receive the attack of the Imperial Guard, was 
occupied by Bruns wickers in squares, front ranks kneeling. 

On crossing the summit the 2nd Battalion 95 th was 
seen, as if taking up its ground, in square at F, annoyed 
by skirmishers from the great hollow of La Haye Sainte j 
and shortly after the 71st was visible in square at F, very 
near to the easternmost hedge of Hougoumont The two 
Companies of the 3rd Battalion 95th with the 71st. 

Adames Brigade remained in this position F F F F, It remained 
I think for at least an hour, until nearly six o^elock. 

During the whole of this time, no other Allied troops w'ere 
seen b^ us in front of the position, unless it might be some 
Light Cavalry in rear of the north hedge of Hougoumont. 

On the French position scarcely any troops were visible. 

Their Artillery only certified that they were there. The 
great hollow about La Haye Sainte, however, was evidently 
occupied in force, from the boldness with which the French 
skirmishers pushed out of it, at times almost to the 
summit of the British position. From this hollow the 
Square of the 2nd 95th was, I believe^ charged by Cavalry. 

I saw a large body of Cuirassiers move down the eastern- 
most hedge of Hougoumont and charge the 71st. After tieHstVand 
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breaking tipon its Square they ruslied on in apparent in- 
fatuation upon the right wing of the 52nd^ and received 
the fire of its front and right faces. 

In this position the 71st suffered very heavily and with 
admirable steadiness from the cannonade; the 2nd Bat- 
talion 95th considerably, the 52nd but little^ the difference 
of loss arising, I imagine, from the 71st being more ad- 
vanced, and the 2nd 95th more elevated than the 52nd. 
The 52nd right wing Square was nearly in front of the 
Allied Field Battery, on which afterwards, when in line 
four deep, its right nearly rested. . . • . 

At about six o^clock Adame’s Brigade was ordered to 
retire behind the summit of the original position Gr G. On 
arriving there the 62nd at first formed quarter distance 
columns of wings and afterwards deployed into two lines, 
the left wing in rear, but closed up to one pace from the 
four-deeplin^^ light wing. The other Eegimeiits of the Brigade, I have 
every reason to believe, made precisely the same formation. 

The order, I believe, was given by the Duke himself. 
At this time he passed unattended from the left to beyond 
our right and shortly after returned to beyond our left. 
In this position the 52nd right was under good cover— it 
was about forty direct Ig in rear of the left of a Field 

Battery, which at intervals fired down the face of the hill. 


About G p.m. 
tbe Brigade 
was retired 
bebind the 
original 
position on 
the ridge. 

And fomied 


The left of the 52nd was much more thrown back 
from the summit. A loto hedge ran across its front at some 
distance from it. Individuals of Nos. S and 4 Companies 
remember this hedge distinctly as does the Adjutant, who 
was generally with Sir John Colborne in front of the lefi 
centre (see JJ.S, Journal ^ September, 1833, page 15). 
Sergeant Dolan of No. 4 Company, now a pensioner at 
Armagh, tore his leg so much in passing it that the 
Captain of his Company asked if he were wounded. I 
have good reason to believe that the 2nd Battalion 95th 
Eegiment was near to our left, hut, if anything, rather to 
its rear. The 71st Eegiment was certainly to our 

righi, so close that, as I was very distinctly informed by an 
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Officer of the 3rd Battalion 95th, the two Companies of this 
Regiment had not room to deploy between ns, but remained 
in column in rear of the 71st. 

The last great attacdc of the French eonimeneed about 
seven o^elock. Judging from the information which I 
have received from others, and from my own recollections 
of the direction and duration of the musketry fire, I thinh 
that about fiYst Jmlf-hour was occupied in a direct 
attack of the Enemy, upon the tongue of ground which 
projects from the position, two or three hundred yards to 
the left of the position of the 52nd Regiment. 

Before the attack commenced Sir P. Maitland-’s and 
Sir Colin lialkett^s Brigades were advanced, upon tJm 
very mportant tongue of grotmd^ to maintain it as long 
as possible from the possession of the Enemy. This first 
part of the attack was made principally (I conclude) by 
the 1st French Corps. The fighting' was very close and 
desperate. The British made a successful charge, but 
outflanked and overwhelmed by fresh Columns (perhaps the 
leading masses of the Guard) were compelled to retire 
rapidly. Halkett^s Brigade, which had suffered most 
severely, was moved by the Duke in person about lOO 
yards to the left and rear, and three Battalions of Bruns- 
wickers pushed forward to check the Enemy. 

The Bruns wickers broke into great confusion, but were 
rallied by the Duke himself. On the flanks of this attack 
the Enemy pushed forward swarms of skirmishers. The 
2nd 95th, and the 5£nd threw out each a Company to 
check those in their front, but these Companies were 
immediately driven in by a charge of Cavalry from towards 
their left, and the 52nd came down to the prepare for 
Cavalry.^^ 

Thus passed the first of the attack. I have 

introduced in the above account of it very much that I 
know only from the testimony of others, because without 
it the following account of the second half -hour would be 
unconnected and somewhat unintelligible. 

Sir P. Maitland^s Brigade had by this time taken up a 
' 1 2 " 


The last great 
attack of the 
French tegan 
about 7 p.in. 


This refers to 
the repulse of 
the 1st attack- 
ing Column of 
the ImiDorial 
Guard, for an 
account of 
which 
Maitland’s 
Infantry 
Brigade.— Ed. 


The French 
Cavalry drive 
in the skir- 
mishers of the 
52n,d and 2n(i 
95th. 
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52xd Eegimext. 

line as much to tlie rear ai tie as tlie left of the 
5£nd. I have no reasonable information as to what became 
of the Brunswickersj or how the immeimte left of the 
Guards was then suppoi'ted^ but have wme reason to 
think that a part of Colonel Ompteda^s Brigade was 
there. 

Without 2^nY material pause, the Enemy jmshed on very 
heavy masses composed entirely of the Guard, the Moyenne 
leading rather on the Western side of the projecting 


Tlier© was an 
interval of 
10 to 12 
minutes 
between tbe 
anivals of tlie tongue o£ ground, 
two attacking 
Columns. 

— Ed. 


See General 
Plan, Ko. 2, 


I cannot describe positively from my own observation 
the formation of the Enemy, for, when the right of the 
5 2nd subsequently crossed the summit, the smoke was 
very dense •, but it has been confidently stated in the 
Regiment that, as seen from tJiis side, it was in two 
Columns, in direct echelon^ the left considerably to the 
It has also been stated that at first the opening 


rear. 


Not quite 
correctly 
described. 

The Duke, 
seeing Col- 
bome*s for- 
ward move- 
ment, jmshed 
forvrard the 
2nd 95tli to 
confonn to it. 
—Ed. 


between the two Columns was distinctly visible. That the 
flank of the Enemy was much longer than the front of 
the 52nd Regiment seems to be established by the fact 
(whieh I have verified from the Regimental Books) that 
our loss of men was as great in the right Companies as in 
the left. 

The Brigade of Guns in front of the 52nd right, which 
had fired incessantly during the first half -ho ur^ was now 
silenced by the intensity of the opposing musketry. The 
extreme left of the Enemy^s leading masses came nearly 
in front of the extreme right of the Brigade of Guards, 
and a desperate, and as I believe most critical confiiet com" 
nxeneed at this point. 

The Duke perceiving the almost overwhelming strength 
of the Enemy in their direct attack rode in person to the 
2iid 95th and ordered it to charge the flank of the Imperial 
Column] before, however, the 95th could obey the order. 
Sir I. Colborne, who eommanded the 52nd, either from 
previous directions from the Duke, from catching his in- 
tention with regard to the 95th, or on his own responsi- 
bility in the excessive emergency of the moment, had given 
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the words^ "Forward/^ and^ after a very 
Right shoulders forward to his Regiment. 

The right of the 5End grazed the left Gun of the 
Battery in its front. The Captain of No. 1 Company 
(now Major Diggle) fell severely wounded close to its 
wheel. 

So close was the left Company to the Imperial Column 
that it was compelled to wheel back on its rights while 
the rest of the Regiment came forward on their left. The 
Enemy was pressing on with shouts^ which rose above the 
noise of the firings and his fire was so intense that^ with 
but half the ordinary length of fronts at least 150 of the 
52nd fell in less than four minutes. I almost think in less 
than three, for there was not the slightest check in the 
advance of 
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o2nd Eegimkxt. 
few paces, 


the right 


Half the 
length of 
front, hut fofir 
deep,— E d. 


flank below the average of the old 


wheeling time. 

When the 62nd was nearly parallel to the Eneiny^s 
flank, Sir J. Colborne gave the word, ‘‘^ Charge, charge.^^ 
It was answered from the Regiment by a loud steady 
cheer and a hurried dash to the front. In the next ten 
seconds the Imperial Guard, broken into the wildest con- 
fixsion, and scarcely firings a shot to cover its retreat, was 
rushing towards the hollow road in their rear of La Haye 
Sainte, near to which, according to La Costers account, 
Napoleon himself was then standing. 

During the charge Sir J. Colborne was in front of the 
left centre, Lieut. -Colonel Chalmers with his cap on the 
point of his sword in front of the right centre, and Major- 
General Adam, who had galloped up from the 71st, in 
rear of the centre. Lieut.-Colonel Chas. Rowan fell on 
the left at about the same time that Captain Diggle was 
wounded on the right. The point at which the left of the 
52nd crossed the original line of the left flank of the 
Imperial Guard was at the highest ^oint of the re-entefing 
angle by the projecting tongue of land, and the 

rise behind which the 52nd had been covered. I convinced 
myself of this fact the next morning by the manner in 
which the killed and wounded on both sides were lying. 


The 52nd 
charge the 
Trench 
Ool'amn (and 
the 2iid 95th 
joins in the 
charge on 
the left of it. 
—Ed.). 
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Although there is reason to believe that the Enemy’s 
second Corps was advanced to cover the left flank of his 
attack with its own left resting on the hedge of Hougou- 
mont^ yet no part of it came near enough to menace 
seriously the right flank of the 52nd Eegiment during the 
whole of the forward movement and charge.. This right 
flank appeared entirely clear of the enemy for at least 300 
yards. 

The 52nd continued pressing forward at a hurried pace, 
until its left was so near the hollow road in front of La 
Haye Sainte, that an Officer of the left Company deeped 
out to see what the fugitives in it were doing. In its course 
to this point the coming upon its front of a broken body 
of Dornberg’s Cavalry Brigade at and the throwing out 
of its right section to drive in some Guns by which it was 
enfiladed at about occurred, to the best of my recollec- 
tion and Judgment, as already described in my narrative of 
the Crisis and Close, &c/’ 

The 71st Eegiment moved forward to protect the right 
flank of the* 52nd Eegiment as described in that narrative, 
I now think, however, without firing , The two Companies 
of the 3rd Battalion 95th formed line on the left flank of 
the 71st. The 2nd Battalion 95th followed up on the 
left flank of the 52nd, but, I think^ did not get into 
line with it until it reached near to the hollow road, and 
then more as a body of skirmishers than as a. line. This 
Battalion of the 95th suffered at some point in its advance 
a heavy loss. This may have been from the French 
occupying La Haye Sainte. Colonel Halkett’ s Hanoverian 
Brigade followed at some distance in support of the ad- 
vance of Adam’s Brigade, and some of the 1st Battalion 
95th may have mixed with the 2nd 95th when passing La 
Haye Sainte. Besides these, I have reasons for 

believing that no other portion of the Duke of Wellington's 
Army left the BHiuk positmi for a ftdl quarter: of an 
homt: after ike advance of the 52^^f/. 

Thus ended what may be considered as the second 
half-hour of the last great attack, at rather more, than a 


Adam’s 
Brigade 
presses for- 
ward towards 
the Genappe 
road. 

No. 48j 
p. 98. 

Three French 
Guns which 
enfiladed the 
o2nd at this 
point were 
driven off hy 
the right 
section under 
Lieut. Gawler. 
— ^Ed. 


It was hardly 
80 long before 
Vivian’s 
Cavalry Bri- , 
gade passed 
to the front. 
— En. 


: 
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quarter past eight o‘’clock The sun^ I thinks set before the 
52iid reached near to the hollow, road, twilight was sensibly 
commencing when it subsequently crossed the 
- For the movements and formations of the 52nd 
Begimeiit during the subsequent pursuit I must refer you 
to the narrative of the /^Crisis and Close/^ with the 
following corrections and additional notices. 

The position in which Adames Brigade found and at- 
tacked the three squares of the Old Guard covering* the " 
retreat was at H H H, instead of being as inserted in the 
Plan accompanying my printed narrative ; and I have now 
reason to think that, at this time, the two Companies of The whole 
the 3rd 95th were between the 71st and 52nd, and that a 
considerable body of the 2nd 95th were to the left of the 

Bee General 

62nd. Plan, No. 3. 

I have some reason to think that the 71st formed a 
tv) 0 <leep line before this attack. The 52nd certainly con- 
tinued four deep to the close of the day. 

I very confidently believe that the 52nd crossed the 
chmmee at K K, and the 71st very soon after it, I have 
not traced the routes of the 52nd and 71st on Bmi 
side of the chmmee^ because I feel some doubts as to the 
depth of the sweep which the two Regiments described, 1 
feel, how'ever, confident that the Square of the Old Guard 
threw off its knapsacks at about L, and that the 52nd 
bivouacked for the night at M. 

On crossing the the Prussian Artillery was 

seen distinctly 700 or 800 yards towards the left, and in 
passing to the east of La Belle Alliance some Prussian 
cannon shot came over the heads of the 52nd, proving tt^gardeaof 
that at this point the Prussians were still far to the left. 

(See also Baron Muffling^s History of the Campaign,'’'’ 
translated by Sir John Sinclair, page 36.) 

[Omitted to be signed.] 


L is about 
half-way be- 
tween the last 
houses of 
Plancbenoit 
and the 
Brussels road. 
M is to the 
left of j and 
close to the 
road, and to 
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The 71st Reoimeht— Light iNFiLNTEY- 
Highlanbees. 


-Glasgow 


No. 126. 

Waterloo. 


It was in 
line four deep. 
'S$e Sir 'F. 
Adam, No. 

120, p. 277. 

This was 
earlier in the 
day.— -E d. 


MAJOR-GENEEAL SIR THOMAS REYHELL, 
BART., KO.B. 

. EIEUT.-C 0 LONEI 4 AND COBONEL T. RlYNELL, 71 st BeOIMENT. , 

, Avisfordy Arundel, Ihtli Noveniber, 1834. , 

You require to be informed of ^^ tbe particular forma- 
tion of the Regiment (about seven p.ra.) when the French 
Imperial Guard;, advancing to attack the right of the 
British forces^ reached the crest of our i)osition.^^ The 
Regiment was at that time in square^ as it had been, for 
the most part, during the time that the British Army acted 
upon the defensive, exposed to the Enemy^s fire, and to 
repeated visits from his Cuirassiers. I do not say attaeks, 
because these Cavalry Columns on no occasion attempted 
to penetrate our Square, limiting their approach to within 
ten or fifteen yards of the front face, when they would 
wheel about, receiving such fire as we could bring to bear 
upon them, and as they retired, en passant, that from the 
neighbouring Square. I do not recollect at any period of 
the Action to have seen any Infantry very near to us, still 
several Officers and men were killed and wounded by the 
fire of musketry. 

On the night of the 17th, that previous to the battle, 
the 71st Regiment bivouacked in a fallow field on the 
extreme right, and, together with the other Regiments of 
Major-General Adam's Brigade, [was] en potence 

to the British line. From this position the Brigade 
moved, on the morning of the IStli, at the time that the 
Enemy's demonstrations left no doubt of his intention to 
attack the Allied Army, and formed, wdth the right thrown 
up and somewhat in advance, in two Columns each 
Regiment— probably with a view to deceive the Enemv 
by this multiplied array of Columns. Thus formed, they 
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lay upon tlieir arms in the rear of a rising ground^ upon 
wliicli^ soon after, a Brigade of British Foot Artillery was 
posted, but which, attracting the Enemy^s attention, 
brought down a heavy fire of shot and shell, very destruc- 
tive in its consequences to our Columns lying in the rear. 

Our next movement was to the front, rather inclining 
to the left, to a position in rear of Hougoumont, where 
the Battalion, having united its wings, formed one Square. 

In this shape [four deep] we advanced, with our right 
flank so close to the hedge of the farm of Hougoumont, 
that several soldiers of the nearest Company were killed 
and wounded in passing. When all apprehension of further 
annoyance from the Enemy'’s Cavalry had ceased, we took 
advantage of the ground to display our full front by 
obliquing, in opposite directions, the two wings, and 
directed our march upon two Columns of French Infantry, 
which from the first had appeared at the bottom of the 
hill. These Columns did not wait our approach, but made 
off, and from the circumstance of our finding an immense 
quantity of arms lying against the walls of the houses in 
the village of Caillou [? Rossomme] , I should incline to 
believe that they had broken without order and dispex'sed. 

After scouring Caillou, where we came in contact with 
the Prussian advance, we gave up the pux'suit to them, and 
having retii^ed a little to the right to a cornfield that had 
been cut, bivouacked thei'e for the night. 


71st Regiment. 

feD.CoL 

Grawler’sPlan, 

p. 288. 


I have, &e., 
Thos. 


See F Plan, 
p. 288. 


The advance 
of the 

Brigade; 71st 
on 52nd right. 


7 1st re-forms 
two deep. 

The attack on 
the three 
French 
Squares near 
the G-enappe 
I'oad. See 
General Plan, 
No. 3. 


Reynell, 

Major-General. 


MAJOR S. REED, HALF-PAY, '7 1st REGIMENT. 

Captain 71st Eegiment. 

Douglas, l^th Jsfovemher, 1834 . 


No. 126 . 


At this distant period, and then acting as a Company Waterloo. 
OfiScer (commanding the right flank) , I cannot be as correct 
as I could wish in tracing the movements of the 71st 
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JlsT HECilMEKT. 


Sre General 
Plan, Ho. 3. 


llio attack on 
tke three 
French 
t^qiiares. 


Se 0 Plan., 

.■ p. 288. ; 


Sm Plan, 

p. 288.::' 


Kegiment, but as far as my memory allows me I have 
done so on your map. 

As you particularly mention tbe liour of seven, I have 
marked our advance^ bringing our right shoulders forward, 
leaving Hougoumont to our right. In this movement the 
Regiment was formed four deep, supporting the 5l^nd 
ill a charge on the Imperial Guard, who, I think, were 
either in square or column. I do not think they were in 
line. 

The two Regiments formed line, the 5 End still on the 
left. We here charged three Squares of the Guard, whom 
we broke and pursued, crossing tbe road leading to 
Genappe, when we brought left shoulders forward, the 
right of the 71st resting on La Belle Alliance. Of this I 
am more positive, as the Gun fired there by Captain 
Campbell, Aide-de-Camp to Sir Frederick Adam, was 
turned by some men of my own Company under the com- 
mand of Lieut. Torriano. The French Squares having 
separated, the 52nd pursued what had been their right 
Square ; the other two fell to our lot. They retreated by 
the right of Planehenoit, in front of which village we 
bivouacked for the night. 

We were here passed by a body of Prussian Light 
Cavalry, their music playing God Save the King, The 
first and second Companies of the 71st were stationed in 
the village [? of Rossomme] , where we found a park of 
seventy-two pieces of artillery which the Enemy had 
abandoned. 

Our first position on breaking up from our bivouack 
on the morning of the 18th was in front [?rear] of Hougou- 
mont, but at some distance. However, the French Artillery 
on the left of the Chateau were able to throw in a fire 
among us as we lay down under the slope of the hill, by 
which we suffered some loss, I think fifty men. 

To gain our second position, which I have marked by 
squares, into which we were thrown constantly during the 
day, brought us on the plain in front [left rear] of 
Hoiigoumont, We were here constantly charged by the 
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Prencli Giiirassiersj altliougli we^, I tliiiak^ suffered no loss 
from them. Yet we did from the fire o£ the Artillery. 

We had two Ofiieers and some [men] severely wounded in 
this position. . . . 

I remain^ &c.^ 

S. REEB;, 

Major^ 71st Regiment. 

The 95th Rifles — 2nd BArrALioN. 

C APTAIF p] T. R. BUDGET. 

Captain 95th Rifles. 

London, December th [? IsTo. 127. 


It was my duty the day after the Action to search Waterloo, 
for wounded/ and to convey them into Brussels. In 
passing over the Field I certainly endeavoured to ascer- 
tain the position the 2nd Battalion 95th Rifles occupied 
before the final charge on the attacking French Columns. 

I think your Flan gives a fairly correct representation This Plan 
of the position of our Brigade - (General Adames) ; 
although I think our formation was rather more in 
advance of the road immediately previous to the Brigade 
charging the French Columns^ whose position is also, 

I think, at that moment very correctly laid down. 

My reason for thinking the Brigade was rather 
more advanced at the time of charging, is that for several 
hours previous, at intervals, the Brigade had been formed This refers to 

^ ^ -111 the period 

into squares of Battalions to resist the repeated charges when the 
of the French Cavalry. I think the 2nd Battalion 95th 
sustained and repulsed three several attacks about that the left rear of 
time, and while in square I recollect seeing the French * 

Cavalry in possession of some Guns in our rear and P* 288 .— Ed. 
'near 'the; ro.ad. ^ ^ 

I fully recollect also that a very short period (say 

less than half an hour) before the last advance of the tef ore tho last 
Enemy, our line was formed four deep, our formation thoEneExy. 
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Just Left (re 
the advance of 
the Battalion, 
the Duke rode 
along its front 
and spoke to 
the men, who 
cheered him. 

The French 
Columns 
halted on 
being taken 
in hank by 
the Brigade, 

iVnd on its 
rushing for- 
ward they 
gave way 
without order 
or discipline. 

The 2nd 95th 
contributed to 
the result as 
much as any 
other part of 
the Brigade. 

This probably 
alludes to the 
^Squadron of 
the 23rd Light 
Dragoons, 
which ad- 
vanced before 
the French 
Column was 
attacked. 

— Eb. 

The Brigade 
attacks and 
di’ivcs oh the 
three Squares 
close to the 
Genappo 
road. See 
General Plan, 
No.,'3. . 


having been previously two deep as usual. Immediately 
before the formation of four deep I think we retired 
a very short distance from the ground we had occupied 
while in square. 

After this last formation^ and immediately before or 
during the right shoulder movement of the Brigade, 
the Duke of Wellington rode along our line. I conclude 
he himself directed the movement. It was the only 
moment I saw him during the day. He spoke to the 
men, they cheered him in return. 

I think the French Columns halted in consequence of 
our movement taking them in flank, and that the most 
effective fire of the Brigade was delivered at a less 
distance than fifty yards. After receiving it the French 
Column appeared to be in great confusion, and the 
Brigade rushing forward, they immediately gave way 
without retaining any order or discipline. 

In this charge I am bound to say that the services 
of the ^nd Battalion Rifle Brigade, then 95th, were as 
conducive to the result as those of any other part of the 
Brigade, nor could it be otherwise, for from the moment of 
the charge no cheek took place, and the advance was at a 
most rapid pace. 

I have a full recollection that after the Enemy were 
broken and running away, the word was given to let the 
Cavalry through, and they passed through our line causing 
some confusion and breaks in it. After the Cavalry 
passed to the front the 2nd 95th continued to advance 
rapidly until it came on some bodies of the Enemy 
posted on some rising ground. A rush was made at 
them notwithstanding the disordered state of our line 
from the interruption of the Cavalry, and the dreadful 
miry state of the ground. These, I conceive must have 
been the rear Battalions of the Guard marked at D. 
The opposition they made was very ineffectual and slight. 
They were immediately driven off. The 2nd 95tli cer- 
tainly participated in this attack with the rest of the 
Brigade..' ■ ■ ■ 
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I do not think the position at D was quite so close Because lie 
to the high road, as I have no recollection of having 
passed a road with high banks at that time. ipgh- tank. 

The 2nd 95th were not employed in skirmishing any ~~ 
part of the day, I am almost positive. 

The Battalion, early in the day after crossing the 
Nivelles road, were much annoyed by a teasing cannonade, 
particularly while in square. No large bodies of Infantry 
of the Enemy passed very near it, but shortly previous to 
the charge it suffered considerably from musketry. I con- 
clude the French Columns covered their advance by Thinks the 
throwing out numerous skirmishers, as I do not think the t^e impSaf 

fire from the head of the Column would have reached G-^iard was 
, . -i n f preceded by 

us, we being on its flank. Sarmishenl 

I have, &e., 

T.- R. 'Bubgen. 

-ALDRIDGE. 

CoRPOEAL 2 nd Battalion, 95th Eiples. 

December, IS'dL No. 128. 

Statement by — Aldridge, late Corporal of the 2nd 
Battalion 95th Rifles, forwarded by Colonel Gawler, late 
52nd Regiment. 

Corporal Aldridge, 2nd Battalion 95th Rifle Corps, 
served in that Regiment twenty-two years, was in the 
Peninsular W ar and wounded at Salamanca ; was at 
Waterloo. Discharged with a good character, of which 
trustworthy is one of the particulars. Has, besides, 
private testimonials from two Captains of the Regiment. 

Corporal Aldridge gives the following particulars eon- Waterloo, 
cerning the Action at Waterloo. 

This Battalion brigaded with the 52nd, 71st, and 3rd 
Battalion 95 th ; was in reserve during- the first part of the 
Action, hut suffered considerably, prineipally from Artillery, first, after- 
It afterwards moved up into the front line and relieved 
Bruns wickers in 'squares. ' STibsequently 


30*2 

95th Eii'les, 2xd Batt 

moved in 
square down 
into the plain. 

Plan, 

p. 288. 

Much annoyed 
l)y fire of 
Enemy firom 
direction 
of La Have 
Sainte. 

Charged also 
hy Cavalry. 

Battalion re- 
tired behind 
the position, 
and forms 
four deep. 

Aldridge be- 
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It formed square aud moved to tHe front of tlie 
positioB* A Square of the 52 nd was the nearest to it: to, the 
right, , 

Saw no friendly troops to the left ; the Preneh were in 

that direction^ and annoyed his Battalion very muGh, 

French Cavalry charged close at them, and the left face of 

the Square suffered particularly from grape. 

After some time retired behind the position, then one 

wing behind the other and so formed a four-deep line. 

Aldridge then became left-hand mmi of the front 

rmh. Two or three hundred yards in front of the 2nd 95th 

was a by-road with something like a hollow about it. 

Nearly in front of Aldridge was the fight of a Brigade of 

cameleft-hand British Artillery. This Brigade was behind the by-road, 
man of the ^ „ ■ , . , « tt • r* 

Battalion. Saw no Infantry to his left ; saw the Hanoverians or oiir 

Division in line some distance to the rear. 

The French came up in three Columns abreast of each 
other ; they looked like quarter distance Cplumns. Their 
left was obliqitelg to his left. They rushed forward three 
times, and came 'my close to the Artillery. The Artillery- 
men left their Guns, except two or three who lay down 
under them. Saw the 52nd move forward to the right 
of the 2nd 95th and charge those Columns. Ahotd the 
same moment Lord Wellington rode up to the 95th and 
called out, Who commands the 95th ? Colonel Norcott 
and Major Wilkins had just been wounded, and at first no 
Officer answered. Then Lieut. Dixon, who commanded 
the second Company from the right, stepped forward. 
Lord Wellington said, Order the 95th to charge.'’^ 
Lieut. Dixon then saw that Captain Logan, who com- 
manded the right Company of the rear line, was in com- 
mand, and gave the order to him. Captain Logan gave 
the word Forward to the Battalion. The Enemy gave 
way. One Artilleryman who was lying under the Guns 
jumped up with a match in his hand and let off two or 
three, that, were loaded.' ■ His comrades afterwards used to 
call him ^^Lord Waterloo,"^ The left of the ^UIi passed 
through the Guns. The 95tli did .not lose a great many 
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left front. 
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Imperial 
'(ruards. 

Probably the 

sldrmishers 

rushed 

forward.— El). 

Saw the 52nd 
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men at tins time. Joined immediately witli tlie 5 ^ik 1 
pursuing tlie Enemy. Almost immediately after saw a small 
body of English Light Dragoons to Ms left and go to 
the front. Saw these Dragoons charge. Saw the French 
Cavalry drive them towards the front of the 52ncl. Very 
soon after this a part of the 95th extended to skirmish. 
The French were very thick to his left of a house. Is sure 
it was to Ms left of the house. The 95th were in a rye 
field — is sure it was a rye field. They lost more men here^ 
he thinks^ than at any one other time in the day. They 
then went on with the 52nd to attack some Squares of the 
French rear guard. They were close to the great road. 
He knows they were so^ because he very soon afterwards 
went down into the great roacl^ and went straight on it 
until the Battalion halted for the night. Just before they 
halted they came to a village, through which they 
skirmished ; it was full of French Artillery, Halted at 
the other end of the village on the right hand side of the 
great road, near a large pond of water. 


.ES, 3hd Batt. 


Tlie23r(i 
Light Drgiis. 
See N'o. 48, 
p. 98. 

D’Erlon’s 
troops to the 
left of La 
Haye Sainte. 

Attack on the 
three French 
Squares near 
Cxenaxope road. 


? Eossomme. 


The 95th Rifles — 8rd Battalion— Two Companies. 


LIEHT.-COLONEL W. EELES,. K.H., RIFLE , 
BRIGADE. 

Captain and BnEYET-hlAJOR 95 th Eifles. 

Jersey f December 22«d, 1834. 

In compliance with the request contained in your letter 
of the 1st instant;, I beg to say that the 3rd Battalion 
95tli Rifle Regiment formed part of the 3rd British 
Brigade of Infantry at the Battle of Waterloo. That the 
Brigade was formed during the early part of that day in 
reserve; that the 52nd;, 71st_, and 2nd Battalion 95th, 
while so formed, suffered I believe a good deal from round 
shot. But the Companies of the 3rd Battalion 95th, 
being posted in the enclosures on the right of the Brigade, 
did not, until they advanced, lose a single man. 


No. 139. 

Waterloo. 
Only two Com^ 
pmiies of thc3 
3rd Battalion, 
95th Eifles. 
—Ed. 

Early in 
the day 
Brigade in 
I'eserve, -and 
suffered con- 
siderably 
from! 

. French Artil- 
lery fire, 
exeepf* 

3rd Battalion 
95th. 


9oth Eiples 

Later on tlie 
Brigade was 
advanced, 
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Skd 'Baot. 

About the middle of the day, perhaps between one and 
two o‘^cloek,but I cannot pretend to be accurate as to time, 
the Brigade advanced to the front. There was at this 
time a tremendous cannonade both from the English and 
French Batteries, and the smoke was so dense that I cannot 
venture any description of the appearance of the Field, 
except that I saw the English and French Cavalry 
opposed to each other. 

The Brigade continued to advance through the smoke 
until it passed beyond the crest of the British position; on 
coSaTt smoke clearing away, the 71st Regiment, with whom 

French my Company of the 3rd Battalion 95th Regiment was 
acting, found itself while in column very close to and 
in front of a large body of the Enemy^s Infantiy, formed in 
line, and dressed in grey greatcoats. The 71st immediately 
formed line, and I placed my Company of Rifles on the right 
of that Regiment. I can only here observe that the French 
and 7 1st were closer than I ever before saw any regular 
formed adverse bodies, and mneb nearer than troops usually 
engage. The French opened a very heavy fire on the 71st, 
who, nevertheless, completed their formation in the most 
regular and gallant style. I formed my Company on their 
right, and in line. During this operation the 71st and 
the Company of the 95th suffered severely, but imme- 
diately on being formed succeeded in repulsing the Enemy, 
who retired almost unobserved in the smoke. Finding, 

the retreat of the French, 
that many men, both in the 71st and the Company of the 


And passed 
over tlie crest 
of tlio posi‘ 


dense line of 
skirmishers. 
—En.). 


The Enemy 
ai'c repulsed, 
and retire 

imohseryed in however, notwithstanding 
the smoke. o 


His Company 
dislodges a 
hodj^ of the 
French con- 
cealed in a 
hollow.. 


The 71 st 
attacked hy 
French 
Cavalry. 


95th, were still falling, I moved my Company forward, 
and found a considerable number of the Enemy in a dell in 
a rye field, from which place they were firing on the 71st. 

The Company I commanded immediately attacked and 
drove them back to their position on the hill. WH we 
were so employed I observed a large body of the Enemy’s 
Cavalry advancing to attack us. We had just time to get 
back and form in rear of the 71st Square, when the Enemy 
attacked that Regiment with much impetuosity and 
determination. 
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The cliai'ge was received with the utmost cooluess aud 
, gallantry by the 71st. 

The Cavalry were repulsed in this instance;, and in all These Canliy 
their other attacks^ without occasioning the least lessor duello efiect 
disorder to the Square o£ the 71st. During one of these 
charges of the Enemy Cuirassiers on the right angle of 
the front face of the 71st Square^ I moved my Company 
from the rear to the rights in line with the rear face of the 
Square, and placing myself in front of it, kept every man His Gompany 
from firing until the Cuirassiers approached within thirty 
or forty yards of the Square, when I fired a volley from my Square pours 
Company which had the effect, added to the fire of the t^ve volley on 
71st, of bringing so many horses and men at the same the Cavalry, 
moment to the ground, that it became quite impossible for 
f the Enemy to continue their charge. I certainly believe 

that half of the Enemy were at the instant on the ground ; 
some few men and horses were killed, more wounded, but 
I by far the greater part were thrown down over the dying 

/ii and wounded. These last after a short time began to get 

(,/ up and run back to their supports, some on horseback, but 

t most of them dismounted. 

I mention this merely to prove how perfectly impos- 
sible. it is for Cavalry to arrive in sufficient force against 
Infantry, so as to be at all dangerous, if the Infantry will 
only be steady^ and give their fire all at once. 

After these various attacks of Cavalry had failed, 
everything remained for some time in a state of compara- 
tive qiqiet, and the Brigade remained in squares, with the For position 
71st in square near the enclosure of Hougoumont, the 
5 Slid in square of wings in the centre of the Brigade, and Flan, p. 288. 
the sis Companies of the Snd Battalion of the 95 th in 
square on the left of the 52nd. In this manner the 
Brigade remained for a considerable time, much exposed to 
the fire of the Enemy^s Batteries, and suffered considerably, 
particularly the 71st Regiment, with which Regiment ^y 
Company of the 3rd Battalion was formed, and, I believe, 
during this time, the late Colonel Fullerton^s Company of 
the 3rd Battalion was acting with the 52nd Regiment. 

, u ■' 


■ ■ •• V Bm . ■ 

95th Rifles, 3eb Batt. 
About 6 p.m. 
tbe Brigade, 
suffering 
mucb from 
Artillery fire, 
is retired to 
the crest of 
the ridge. 
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The Enemy 
forms his 
Infantry for 
the last attack. 

The Brigade 
in line foui* 
deep to meet 
it. See Plan, 

p. 288, 


See General 
Plan, ISTo. 2. 


The Brigade 
advances on 
the flank of 
the French 
Column, 


And drives it 
away« 


His Company 
ordered out to 
skirmish, and 


As the Eegimentsof the 3rd Brigade were found to 
suJBfer from the Enemj^s shot, while so exposed in the 
hollow^ they moved hack to the crest of the hill about six 
o^clock in the evening, or perhaps a little later. During 
the whole of this time, I mean from the time the French 
Cavalry ceased charging the Squares, I saw no French In- 
fantry, but the crest of the hill of the Enemy^s position 
was covered with a large body of Cavalry, During this 
time the Enemy was forming his Infantry for the last 
attack, called in your letter the Crisis of the Battle/^ 
To meet this attack the 3rd Brigade was formed in line 
four deep in the manner I have marked on your Plan, 
which I return herewith. 

The 71st being on the right, the 52nd close on their 
left, and I believe the 2nd Battalion 95th on the left of 
the 52nd and close to the British position, the 3rd Bat- 
talion 95th being during this formation in reserve im- 
mediately behind the right of the 71st, where they were 
placed by Sir F. Adam. 

The Brigade when so formed were on a height, or rather 
a little behind it, being brought considerably forward from 
the British line, so as to be able to bring their full front 
on the flank of the French advancing to the attack. In 
this order the Brigade waited for the advancing Enemy. I 
cannot myself, being at that moment behind the 71st, say 
what happened, except that after a violent cannonade from 
the British Guns, the 3rd Brigade opened a heavy fire and 
advanced on the line in which they had been placed. 

Tbe 3rd Battalion 95th Begiment moved on at the 
same time, and very shortly, as the 52nd and 71st opened 
out a little, was formed in line between these two Begi- 
ments. When the smoke cleared away a little I found 
that we were moving between botli Armies, and driving 
some French before us in the greatest disorder. I was 
alpost immediately ordered out to skirmish with my 
Company, and continued advaneing in that manner until 
some English and German Dragoons, followed by some 


rims in on tbe French, passed along the front of the Brigade. At the 
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Halkett take 

General 

Cambrorme 


307': 

95th Eifles, Srd 

noise o£ the advancing* horsemen^ the Company of the approach of 
3rd Battalion; which was in front; ran in on the other ^Lgoons^^* 
Company-; which was still between the 52nd and 71st. *SV«j No. 48, 
From that time it continued so to advance in that close 
and compact order; until the Brigade, still formed in line 
and four deep, came up to three Columns of the Old Joins in tke 
Imperial Guard, which they attached, and defeated. thi^?Freiicn 

I believe there was at the time a Column of Colonel 
Halkett^s Hanoverians in the rear of the 71st. I cannot • 

positively assert that I saw them, but think I remember 
having done so, but I am sure that I saw Colonel Halkett Saw Colonel 
himself ride forward round the right flank of the 71st and 
take a French Oificer prisoner. 

I conclude, therefore, that his Brigade, or part of them, nexUetter.* 
must have been near to the 3rd Brigade. 

The Companies of the 3rd Battalion 95th were then 3rd 95t]i again 
again extended, and followed, as fast as they were able, foUo^ng the 
accompanied by the 71st Regiment, still in line and four 
deep, the retiring French, until they came near some houses, ’ 

which I believe to have been the farm of Rossomme. 

I then, haying been for some time in command of the 
3rd Battalion, thinking that the Enemy would make a 
stand, under cover of the houses, checked the advance of 
the Riflemen, and having drawn them close together, 
prepared to act in concert with the 71st Regiment. There 
was, however, no Enemy to attack. They had all gone off 

in the dusk of the evening, and the 71st and 3rd Battalion Probably tbe 

small wood on 
the o|)posite 
side of the 

-rt o road.— E d. 

X have, &e., 

W; Eeles, . 


To the farm 
of Eossomme. 


95th bivouacked for the night on the right of the wood, 


Lieut.-Colonel Rifle Brigade. 
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Waterloo. 


Whea Adam’s 
Brigade ad- 
vanced, lost 
no time in 
following witli 
the Osnabruck 
Battalion, 
taking it from 
the post of 
Hougoumont. 

Sent his 
Brigade-Maj. 
for two more 
■ Battalions, 
but he was 
killed before 
delivering the 
message. 

Got in line 
■with Adam’s 
Brigade. 


The Battalion 
captured six 
Guns with 
their horses. 


Witnessed a 
successful 
charge of 
Cavaiiy on 
French 
Infantry. 


•GENERAL WILLIAM HALKETT, HANOTEEIAN 
SERVICE. 

Lieut.-Colonel Commanding a Hanoverian Brigade. 

TO CAPTAIN L. BENNE, HANOVERIAN SERVICE. 

Nienhurg, December 18S7 . 

Dbae SiE; — 

According to your wish I send you an account o£ the 
proceedings of the Osnabruck Battalion and of the capture 
of General Cambronne at the close of the battle of 
Waterloo^ for Mr, Siborne’s information. 

The moment General Adames Brigade advanced I lost 
no time to follow with the Osnabruck Battalion (2nd 
Battalion^ Duke of York)^ then on the left of Hougou- 
mont> of which post I was in command^ one of the 
Battalions of my Brigade occupying the wood and two 
others in the ditches in the rear^ other troops occupying 
the enclosures^, &c. 

During the advance I sent my Brigade Major^ Captain 
V. Saffe_, to bring up the two Battalions posted in rear of 
Hougoumont, but neither he nor the Battalions showed 
themselves. Next day I found that Captain Saffe was 
killed before having delivered the message. The Osnabruck 
Battalion soon got in line and on the right of Adames 
Brigade. During the advance we were much annoyed by 
the Enemy^s Artillery.* The first Company of the Osna- 
bruck Battalion broke into platoons, and supported by the 
sharpshooterg of the Battalion, made a dash at the Artil- 
lery on our right and captured six Guns with their horses. 

Some hundred yards to our right were some Troops of 
Hussars (I believe the 10th). I rode up to them and got 
them to charge the head of a Column of Infantry, which 
was drawing to their left in rear of the French Guards. 
The charge succeeded admirably and the boliimn dispersed 
behind some enclosures, after which 1 saw no more of the 
Cavalry, 

During our advance we were in constant contact with 
the French Guards, and I often called to them to surrender. 
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For some time I had my eye upon^ as I supposed^ the 
General Officer in command o£ the Guards (beings in Ml 
uniform) trying to animate his men to stand. 

After having received our fire with much effect, the 
Column left their General with two Officers behind, when I 
ordered the sharpshooters to dash on, and I made a gallop 
for the General. When about cutting him down he called 
out he would surrender, upon which he preceded me [to the 
rear], but I had not gone many paces before my horse got 
a shot through his body and fell to the ground. In a few 
seconds I got him on his legs again, and found my friend, 

Cambronne, had taken French leave in the direction from 
where he came. I instantly overtook him, laid hold of him 
by the aiguillette, and brought him in safety and gave him 
in charge to a sergeant of the Osnabruckers to deliver to 
the Duke ; I could not spare an Officer for the purpose, many 
being wounded. 

After this I kept in advance of Adames Brigade; we 

soon pushed the two French Squares upon the mass of their 

Cavalry of all descriptions, who at one moment threatened 

us in a most vociferous manner. However, after receiving 

our fire they went off in all directions. About this time. 

Officers were flying in all directions, seemingly with 

orders from a superior. Some French Officers, prisoners. The Battalion 

threatened by 
Cavalry, who 

to take twelve or fourteen 
more Guns of the Guards, in full play on us. On our 
advance the sharpshooters, supported by a Company, were 
sent among a mass of Guns, and by their fire increased 
the confusion, made many prisoners, and cut the horses 
from the leading Guns. Next morning I found marked on 
these Guns 52nd, 71st, &e., for I had followed the 
Enemy on the Genappe road, where I met the Prussians, 
and moved on with them to some houses on the left of 
the road near Genappe, which houses I occupied during 
the night, the Battalion being much knocked up, and not 
seeing any red-coats in the rear. 

Soon after we halted, I sent the Major of the 


said it was Napoleon, 


We had the good fortune 


Capture of 

Cxeneral 

CambroBiiie. 


Got in ad- 
vance of 
Adam’s Bri- 
gade {See ■ 
General Plan, 
No. 3) , and 
drove on two 
Prencli 
Squares. 


made off on 
receiving its 
fire. 

Captured 
twelve or 
fourteen more 
Guns, 


Met the 
Prussians on 
the Genappe 
road, and 
advanced with 
them to near 
Genappe. 
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G-enesal W.'Halkeot. ■ ■ 

Battalion with a Company into Genappe to see what was 
goi^g on; at daylight I returned to the Field o£ Battle^ 
sent the Guns and Horses taken to Bnisselsj collected my 
Brigade^ and marched with them to Nivelles^ when Lord 
Hill desired me to collect the Officers o£ the Brigade round 
him/ on which occasion he paid them a handsome com- 
pliment. 

I hope the above short account of what I recollect of 
the proceedings of the Osnabruck Battalion during the 
latter part of the ever-memorable Battle of Waterloo may 
prove of service to Mr. Siborne. 

I remain^ yours truly/ 

W. Halkett. 

P.S. — The Knapsacks in possession of the Hanoverian 
Troops were English, painted yellow. The Luneburg and 
Bremen Verden had green coats; the latter wore dark blue 
trousers. — ^W. H. 


Mitchell’s Infantry Brigade. 

The 4th Infantry Brigade consisted of the 
14th Regiment (3rd Battalion), the 23rd Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers, and the 51st Light Infantry, and 
was under the command of Lieut.-Colonel and 
Brevet-Colonel H. H. Mitchell of the latter Regi- 
ment. 

At the commencement of the Battle of "Waterloo 
the Brigade was posted as follows : — 

Along the portion of the Avenue leading to 
Hougoumont from the Mvelles road, and next 
to the latter, was extended the Light Company 
of the 23rd. On its right was an abatis across 
that road, and a Company of the 51st was sta- 
tioned close to it. Four more Companies of 
the 51st and the Light Company of the 14th 
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were extended along the hollow way in continna- 
tion of the Hongoumont Avenue, and the re- 
mainder of the 51st were in support about 200 
yards to the rear. The 14th Eegiment was posted 
still further to the rear as a Eeserve to the Light 
Infantry of the Brigade, which was thus opposed 
to the extreme left of the Trench Line. These 
troops more or less occupied the same positions 
throughout the day. 

The 23rd Eegiment was stationed on the left 
of the Nivelles road, under the crest of the main 
ridge, and in rear of the 2nd Brigade of Gruards. 

The latter liaving been gradually moved down 
as reinforcements to Hougoumont, their ground 
was occupied by Brunswick troops, and the 28rd 
was advanced to an interval between the Bruns- 
wick Squares. Here it was suddenly ordered to 
prepare to receive Cavalry, instead of which the 
Chasseurs of the Guard appeared before it, where- 
upon the front face of the 23rd Square precipitately 
opened an inefiectual fire, but instantly recovering 
itself, the Eegiment and the Brunswickers made 
good their defence. 

The 23rd remained in square until the final 
advance, repelling several attacks of Cavalry. After 
one of these attacks, a body of Cuirassiers whichfrhad 
surrendered to the British Cavalry, breaking away 
from a weak escort, galloped down the Nivelles 
road in the endeavour to regain their own lines in 
that direction. They were fired upon by the 51st, 
and after suffering great loss, were for the most part 
taken prisoners by the Company at the adatis. 

All the letters refer to Waterloo. 
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WATERLOO LETTERS. 


The 23ed Eegiment — Kotal Welsh Pusiliehs. 


No. 131. 


Waterloo. 

The 23r(i was 
first posted in 
rear of the 
2nd Brigade 
of Guards. 


The Guards 
heing moved 
to Hougou- 
mont, the 23rd 
advanced in 
square to their 
position. 

In conse- 
quence of the 
numerous at- 
tacks of 
Cavah'v, re- 
mained in 
square all day. 


Home of the 
Gtvalry at- , ■ 
temi)tod to 
retire hy the 


MAJOR R. P. HOLMES, 23ed EUSILIERS. 

Liebtbsaht 23rd PusidibIis. 

Wmehestei-,Apriimh, 1835. 

To the best of my recollection the 23rd Fusiliers was 
the only Regiment of the Division to which they were 
attached absolutely engaged. Our Brigade was stationed 
somewhere about Hal wateliing the road leading from 
Lille to Brussels. The two Regiments brigaded with the 
23rd — viz.j 51st and 3rd Battalion 14th— remained during 
the day in the second line^ I think on the right of the road 
leading to Nivelles. 

During the night of the 17 th J une the 23rd bivouacked 
in a rye-field near the village of Merbe BrainO; but early 
the following morning moved into the second line on the 
left of the Nivelles road, in I'ear of a Battalion of Guards, 
where the Regiment deployed into line and lay on the 
ground, in consequence of the French having placed some 
Guns on the Nivelles road which killed one of our Captains 
and wounded some men. 

The Guards in the front line having been withdrawn to 
the support of Hougoumont, the 23rd formed square and 
moved up into that line. In consequence of the numerous 
attacks of Cavalry we remained in square the whole day. 
I only recollect one attack of Infantry (in column) during 
the day, which did not alter our formation. Some Regi- 
ment in our rear, I think the 71st, deployed into line and 
advanced with the 23rd Square (a wing on each flank) some 
distance down the slope of the hill. The Infantry having 
given way a charge of Cavalry immediately followed. The 
Regiment in line ran into square to our right, a little in 
advance and nearer to the garden of Hougoumont. 

I believe the Cavalry that attacked these two Squares 
were nearly annihilated. Having suffered much from the 
Squares they attempted to retreat hy the Nivelles road. 
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61 st Begiment. , 

wKieli.was thickly lined with skirmishers^ and the Officer' Hirelles road, ■ 
who commanded the left company of the Regiment "but were fired 
stationed on that road assni'ed me at' the . time [that] 5 1st, and 
scarcely a man succeeded in making his escape. 'SSptd 

After this charge^, finding that ,we were ■ suffering both 
from the French' Guns and the fire . from the garden of ; 
Hougoumonty we again retired to^ 'Qur former, position^ 
where we remained until the attack on the centre by the After the 
French Guards^ when, we,; again advanced;: some .short ' dis- 
tanee in s'quarO;, then deployed and advanced in line ; but Guards, do- 
finding nothing to oppose usy we wheeled by Companies to 
the right and moved in column on the right of the Charleroi 
road to about^* where we bivouacked for the night/ and on Admiic©. 
the following morning retraced our steps and rejoined the * 300 ypds 
two, .o.ther.. Regiments, of the' Brigade^ and:, marched ..upon. .Belle AUlanee: 

, Cambray by the Nivelles road. — E.d. 



Yours^ &c.^ 

R. P. Holmes// , 
.Major SSrd' Fusiliers. : 


The 51st Regimeht— Light Iheantey. 


; GOLOHEL S/ BICE. . 

Major and Liedt.-Colonei* 51st Eegiment. 


Leeds, JDecemher 6tli, 1834. ]Kfo. 132. 


The : 5 1st Regiment / was ; in ■ .the ■ Corps of the Army Waterloo, 
immediately under Lord Hill— brigaded with the 14th and Position of; 
'^3rd under the command of Colonel Mitchelb being a ^ 

Light Corps^ and standing at the head of the Column^ 
upon Its first formation at the crest of the position. Com- 
panies were in succession ordered in front_^ and occupied 
ground to the right of the Nivelles road^ pretty nearly in 
a line with the Hougoumont farm. Lastly^ the remain- 
ing , Companies under my command descended and took 
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Ordered "by 
Lord Hill to 
Md liis' 
ground to the 
last, and to 
expect no 
support. 


The Slst were 
in a manner 
separated 
from the rest 
of the Army, 
and took no 
part in the 
great move- 
ments. 


The French 
Cuirassiers 
endeavour to 
escape by the 
Kivelles road. 


possession of a faYonrable rising ground, covered with thick 
brushwood, and very defensible against any sudden attack 
of Cavalry. Here we remained posted, waiting orders. 

Late in tbe day, I forget the hour, an Aide-de-Camp 
from Lord Hill came down with an order to keep 
ground to the last^ as he was withdrawing his whole force 
to the left, and that I must not expect ang mppork 
Consequently I prepared myself to render as defensible as 
possible the post committed to my charge. 

Being so separated from the Army, you will perceive 
we bore no decided part in the Action, and were but hold- 
ing ground during the great movements. The French had 
a line of Cavalry — ^vedettes — in our front, and to their 
rear at a considerable distance, I could perceive a body of 
Lancers, who BO doubt were waiting some favourable 
moment to advance. 

Situated as I was, I could see but little of what was 
going on to my left, except the charge of the French 
Cuirassiers on the left of Hougoumont farm, on the posi- 
tion. After [being] foiled in this attempt against the 
Squares, a considerable body passed down the Nivelles 
road, on which there was an aiatis, I was so placed as to 
perceive this, and gave my parties in advance orders to fire, 
for, being so much in their rear, could not well distinguish 
friend from foe. The fii’e was successful, though some 
few miraculously cleared the abatu. I mention this merely 
to show our ground, [more] than anything else. 

What I have ofEered I fear you will not consider very 
satisfactory, but you must bear in mind we were not 
eonneeted during any part of the memorable day with any 
of the principal movements. In fact, I have considered 
my Regiment as a picket detached from the main body, 
throwing out skirmishers and supports, according to my 
own view, and in covering a certain space of ground. 


I have been frequently questioned respecting the Battle 
of Waterloo and movements, and my reply has invariably 
been that I was so situated as to have but a partial view 
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of tlie Fields and not engaged in the great conflict that 
was raging to my left. In faet^ I may say that I was 
stationary tliroiighont the day^ and the only order I 
received was the one I have already mentioned. 

I beg^ &C.;, 

S. Rice^ 

polonel late 6 ist Regiment. 


MAJOR J. ROSS, 51st REGIMENT. 

Captain 51st Regiment, 

Memorand'iim by Major Boss and Officers of hist Regiment. 

' 

New Ross, County of Wexford, A^ril 1835. 133« 

I' , ' ■■ ■ » « 

j On arriving at Waterloo from Grammont on June 17th, Waterloo. 

1 181 6, the 51st Light Infantry bivouacked during the night. 

j On the morning of the 18th, the Brigade took up a 

position at about ten o'^clock in rear of Hougoumont until 
the Enemy made their appearance on the rising ground of 
La Belle Alliance, when, on their Columns advancing, a 

I Company of the Regiment was ordered to extend and cover 

the right of Hougoumont to meet the Enemy’s skirmishers, 
who were moving forward at the head of their Columns. 

From the undulating nature of the ground and the high A. Company 

standing corn, this Company (Captain Phelps’) did not come sHnnikk 

in contact with the Enemy until within about seventy paces 

y, ^ . Enemy on me 

of each other, when a firing commenced. The Enemy’s opposite rising 

; Cavalry were supporting their advance, but our Infantry 

at this time were not so supported. The Enemy retired 
slowly towards the enclosures of Hougoumont; their 
Columns were then halted upon the slope of the hill. 

" About this period of the affair a small body of Light 

I Cavalry came to support our skirmishers, and at the same 

time a Staff OfScer arrived with a verbal order from Lord Jt^as retned 

j . Dy order 01 

j Hill to retire, and the Company retired in the usual way. Lord Hill. 

I 
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61gT Begimeki. 

skirmishing npoa and near the Nivelles road^ and halted on 
joining four Companies of the 61st under Major Keyt^ and 
posted with their left on the road^ and a few hundred yards 
to the right of Hougoumont supported by the remainder of 
the Regiment^ whieh position the Regiment maintained 
during the day,. 

At about two p.m./ a small force of the Enemy^s 
Cuirassiers that charged through our lines (and there 
* surrendered) took an opportunity of breaking from a weak 
trying to escort of Dragoons^ and attempted to cut their way back 
NnSieJroad % Nivelles road^ where a Company of the 51st 
Regiment was posted (Captain John Ross*^). This Com- 
pany was prepared to receive them in coiisequenee of the 
supports and reserves of the 51st having fired at them 
e% pasmnL They were commanded hy an Officer who 
surrendered to Captain Ross, although he was elosely 
pursued by some English Light Dragoons^, to whom he 
would not again surrender_, as he had formerly been their, 
prisoner. There were twelve horses and eight Cuirassiers 
killed on this occasion, and the remainder, about sixty, 
were dismounted, taken, or dispersed. In this affair 
Captain Ross^ Company had the advantage of an ahatis 
across the road where it was posted. 


No. 134. 


EEOM THE SAME. 

Govenh'y, WarwkhsMre, August lUh, 1836. 


Waterloo. 

Bee Plan, 
p. 310. 

Stations of 
tlie Brigade. 


His own 
Company at 
tlie ahatis^ 


In the first instance I am not aware that a Company 
of the 14th Regiment was skirmishing along the broken 
hye-road or hollow way, as I only saw four Companies of 
the 51st there, and they had the good cover of this deep 
road and were posted so as to take advantage of it. 

One Company of the 51st (my own) was posted at 
the abatis on the high road, and the Light Company of 
the 23rd Fusiliers rested their right on the saidht^afe, the^m 
left communicating with the Guards that were lining the 
road from Hougoumont. 
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5 1st BEaiMEXT. 


The otlier Companies o£ the 51st were placed as marked 
in your Plan, 


The approach to Hougoumont was^ as previously stated, 
occupied by the Guards, their right resting on the Light 
Company of the 23rd Fusiliers, and this Company joined 
mine on the abatis in the manner represented in the Plan ; 
hut all these troops had earlier in the day been further in 
advance, and they were recalled by an order from Lord 
Hill. 

There were some straggling Brunswickers, who joined 
our ranks at this place, and a few of their old soldiers 
remained during the day with my Company, as they 
recollected me when serving with them in the 7 th Division 
as Aide-de-Camp to Major-General De Bernewitz in the 
Peninsula. 

I am not aware that there was any other Enemy^s 
Infantry Column nearer than the one marked P, and I 
do not think that the Enemy^s skirmishers at any time 
approached nearer than 60 yards. 

When the General Advance took place the ground in 
our front was vacated by the French Lancers, and nil their 
troops were in retreat the moment it was ascertained that 
our Foreign Allies had arrived. 

There were two Brunswick Squares during the day on 
the left of the road as marked by you BB, buti am not 
aware that there was any large force of Brunswickers on 
the right near the knoll, but there were certainly a few 
stragglers there. 

The 14th Regiment were as marked on the Plan, in 
rear of, and intended as a support to, the 51st. 

Believe me, &c., 

John Ross. . 


Some Bruns- 
wick old 
soldiers join 
his Com- 
pany. 


TMs vas the 
Column to the 
right of the 
wood of Hou- 
gonmont. 
Plan, p. 310, 
—Ed. 


Plan, 
p. 310. 
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Halkett’s Infantet Brigade. 

The 6th Infantry Brigade was composed of the 
80th Eegiment (2nd Batt.), the 33rd Eegiment, the 
69th Eegiment (2nd Batt.), and the 73rd Eegi- 
ment (2nd Batt.), and was under the command of 
Major-General Sir Colin Halkett, K.O.B., who was 
twice wounded at the Battle of Waterloo. 

The Brigade reached Quatre Bras a little before 
5 p.m. on the 16th June by the IsTivelles road. It 
was at once moved up to the right between the 
Bossu and the Charleroi road, in support 
of the Brunswickers, and of Pack’s advanced 
Battalions. The latter having nearly expended all 
their ammunition, the 69th Eegiment was pushed 
forward to their assistance. 

Halkett, who had perceived the French Cavalry 
preparing to attack, sent word to the 69th to form 
square. They were in the act of doing so, when 
the Prince of Orange ordered them to form line, 
and the Cavalry approaching unseen, owing to the 
high-standing corn, suddenly charged the Eegi- 
ment in this situation, completely rolled it up, and 
in the confusion captured one of its Colours. 

The 30th Eegiment, on the other hand, received 
the Cavalry in square, and repulsed them in such a 
manner as to call forth the commendations of Sir 
Thomas Picton. 

When the Cavalry retired, the Square of the 
33rd j which had been formed on rising ground, 
suffered so severely from the French Artillery fire, 
that it was found necessary to form it into line. 
The Eegiment was advancing in that formation to 
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the support of some Brunswickers, when a report 
was spread along the line that the French Cavalry 
was in its rear, upon which it rushed into the wood 
in disorder. Sir C. Halkett then came up, and, 
seizing one of the Colours, made the ■ Eegiment 
re-form upon it, and order was thus restored. 

As the G-uards gradually advanced through the 
Bois de Bossu, Halkett’s Brigade moved forward 
up to the little rivulet, behind which it rested for 
the night. 

At Waterloo the Brigade was posted to the 
left of Maitland’s Guards, and thus formed the left 
portion of all the British Infantry on the right of 
the Brussels Charleroi road. 

Nearly the whole of the day it was formed in 
squares to resist the repeated attacks of the French 
Cavalry. Owing to the reduced state of the Kegi- 
ments, the 30 th and 73rd together formed one 
Square, the 33rd and 69th another. The Light 
Infantry of the Brigade was extended on the 
exterior slope of the position during the intervals 
between the Cavalry attacks. 

In the evening. General Halkett being wounded 
for the second time, the command of the Brigade 
devolved upon Colonel Elphinstone, of the 33rd 
Regiment. 

When the British Guards advanced to drive back 
the first attacking Column of the Imperial Guard, 
the 33rd and 69th were pushed forward by Halkett 
to cover their flank, which became exposed, as the 
attack of the Imperial Guard was accompanied by a 
corresponding advance of D’Erlon’s Corps. Honze- 
lot’s Division of the latter moved forward in columns. 


See General 
Plan, Ho. L 
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Sir 0. Halkett. 

Avith Guns in tlie intervals, against Halkett’s Bri- 
gade, and the troops on its left. The fire of some 
of these Guns on the Square of the SOth and 73rd 
Avas at one time so destructh’-e, that it.Avas thrOAvn 
into some confusion, hut the Enemy retiring at the 
moment, it Avas brought into order again. 

The Brigade Avas then formed into line, and on 
the next and last advance of the Erench Infantry, 
received them Avith so Avell directed a Amlley, that 
after a little interval of musketry, they turned and 
fled. 

The Brigade joined in the General Advance, and 
bivouacked for the night near La Belle Alliance. 

Nos. 136, 137, 138, 141, 142, and 143 refer to 
Quatre Bras. 

Nos. 136, 138, and 142 to the Eetreat on the 
17th June, and all the letters, except 137, 141, 142, 
and 143, to Waterloo. 


No. 135. 

Waterloo. 

Position of 
Brigade. 

30tli and 73rd 
fonned in 
squaro. They 
repel charges 
of French : .■ 
Cavalry. 

Also make a, 
movement to 
retake, 'La 
HayejbntfaE. 
S3rd Sc 69th in 
double column 
in support,, ' ' 


LIELTT.-GENERAL sir colif halkett, e:.o.b., 

a.c.H. 

Major-General ano Commanmng 6th Infantry Brigade. 

93, Sydney Place, Bath, Novemher Bth, 1835. 

I Lave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd, relative to the Battle of Waterloo, and 
in answer I heg to inform you that my Brigade was posted 
on the right of La Hayp Sainte, and that the two Bat- 
talions, the 30th, and 73rd Regiments, were formed in 
square, and that they were by the Erench Cavalry charged 
several times without effect. They also made a movement 
to the farmhouse wben taken by the Enemy, but without 
effeetand [with] considerable loss. 

The remaining part of the Brigade (33rd and bOtb 
Regiments) were in double column formed on tbe centre 
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, Silt C.. Halketi. 

in support^ but on the Enemy advancing upon the Guards, and onap- 
I moved them forward towards the position of the [French] atkc^k 
Guards, and in their front, which had the good effect of perial auard 

arresting their progress ; this movement created a heavy forwardin 

support of 
the British 
Gruai’ds. 

The Prince of 
Orange orders 
a Light Com^ 
pany out to 
skirmish, ’with 
La Haye 
Sainte on its 
hank, so that 
it was nearly 
destroyed. 


loss both of Officers and men. 

These are the two onl^ sxihjeots worth mentioning, ex- 
cepting having sent out the Light Company of (I think) 
the 69th Regiment to skirmish with the Enemy, and 
having the Enemy on their flanks in La Haye Sainte, they 
were nearly annihilated. This was done by the positive 
order of the Prince of Orange, and seeing their unpro- 
tected state I recalled them. 

I remain, &e., 

Colin Halkbtt. 


FROM THE SAME. 

36, Gloucester Place, Portman Square, March 21s^, 1837. 

I was the only General Officer with the Division in a 
field betwixt Quatre Bras and Nivelles. Unexpectedly I 
received an order to move on towards Quatre Bras, and on 
clearing the wood that ran down towards the Enemy '’s left, 
I received an order from Sir Thomas Picton to bring the 
left shoulders up of the leading Brigade, the htk British 
•of the 3 /y/ Division {the remainder to jrroceed toioards the 
lefty of the last. I know nothing further of their transac- 
tions on that day). My order from Sir Thomas was to 
move through the wood, and if ]>ossible to fall upon the left 
•of the French Army, and further to act as I thought most 
advantageous. 

^ In proceeding with the view to follow the directions I 
received, an A.D.C. of General Pack came up to me, stat- 
ing that Pack^s Brigade had expended nearly the whole 
■of their ammunition, and that if I did not support him he 
would he obliged almost immediately to abandon the post 
he held, which was of great advantage to our position, 
&c. &c. Under these circumstances I directed the 69th 


136 . 

Quatre Bras. 

On arriving, 
ordered by 
Picton to 
move through 
the Bois de 
Bossu, and if 
possible to 
attack the 
French left. 


Bee Plan of 
Quatre Bras. 

Pack, wdiose 
Brigade in 
front had 
nearly ex 
pended its 
ammuniticn, 
asks, for. ' 
support, 

And the 69tli 
is sent to him. 


V 
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:G. Halkett. 

lleginaent to proceed and form under cover of the farm- 
yard Pack occupied^ and to communicate with the General^ 
&c., and act according* to his orders. On my further 
Halkett meets advance to aceomplisli what I had been instructed to do^ 
wickers rSir- I fo^^d the Brunswick Corps, who had lost their Duke, 
ing* precipi- retiring rather precipitately. I immediately communicated 
havmg^lost with the OiScer then commanding them (Olferman) and 

their i)uke, expressed my opinion as to the mode of their retrograde 

and assists in ^ , h, , i i • t/ i 

iTstoving their movenietit, and brought them up under cover in a ditch 

running nearly pax'allel to the line of the Enemy, and I 

considered it my duty to remain in support of the Bruns- 

wickers until further communication could be made with 

headquarters. 

In the meantime I, with one of my A.D.C.^s galloped 
to the front so as to clear the farm covered by wood 
which Pack occupied, and perceived a large Corps of 
Cavalry forming by detachments, moved forward under 
the appearance of going to water their horses. I im- 
mediately, however, made my mind up as to their intention 
of moving forward almost immediately. I had hardly 
returned to my Brigade when a heavy Artillery fire com- 
menced upon the road, and having sent Lieut. [? Kelsey] 
one of my A.D.C.'^s to the 69th Itegiment to inform them 
and Pack that I expected the Cavalry to advance, and I 
supposed the Guns indicated that intention, and that the 
69th Regiment should, forthwith, prepare to receive 
Cavalry, I received an answer from the Commanding 
Officer of the 69th Regiment (Colonel Morice) that my 
order had been received and that he had attended to my 
instructions. Unfortunately, in the act of forming square 
mi Of leer high in ranJc came up to the 69 th Regiment, and 
asked what they were about. The reply was the directions 
they received from me, on which he said [there was] no 
chance of the Cavalry appearing, and ordered them to 
form column and to deploy into Uney which of course was 
complied with, and during this very movement the Cavalry 
did attack, rode through the 69th Regiment, but situated 
as theg were ^ the Enemy suffered a heavy loss. On 


order. 
CoTiHiders lie 
ought to 
remain in 
support of 
them. 

Having gal- 
loped to the 
front near 
Gemioncourt. 
sees the 
French Cav- 
alry preparin: 
to advance. 


Sent word to 
the 69th to 
prepare to 
receive them. 


'While fomi- 
irig square, 
the 69 th were 
ordered hy the 
Prince of 
Grange to 
form line. 

Upon which 
they were at- 
tacked hy the 
Cavalry, who 
rode through 
tliem. 
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Sir C. Halkett. 

side the same took plaee^ andj most extraordinary, of 
the Colours of the Regiment never appeared after the 
breaking up of the 69th Regiment by the charge. I can, This is an 
I think, say mlk trutli although the Colour was never seen 
or heard of^ that it did not fall into the Enemy hands, QdtKwas 
which of course is satisfactory. CuirLsL' 

I must relate an inquiry made by the Duke of Wei- Lami of the 
lington through one of his Graee^s A.D.C.'^s, after my 
[illegible] instead of proceeding. My I'eply was what I 
have before related, and that I thought I could not leave 
the situation I, was in until further support moved up. 

Another A.D.C. came up and desired me to effect what I 
was ordered if I could pass the wood. However, before I 
could put my Corps in motion the 1st A.D.C. returned 
with directions to follow up my views where I was, and 
to act accordingly. This answer relieved me from the 
duty I was first sent upon by Sir Thomas Picton, and 
there I remained and was partially engaged on two or 
three occasions. 

When the Action ceased, I expected to be ordered to 
join my Division, instead of which, I think it was the 
Adjutant- General, Sir E. Barnes, came to me and wished 
to speak to me in private. From him I received the order On the close 
to let my Brigade remain where they were, and employ HametTis^^’ 
them as I thought best, and that I was to command the ordered to 
advanced posts during the night, and that in the course of outposts, 
the night I should hear from Headquarters, &c. &e. I, of 
course, although more fatigued than ever I felt, naturally 
[was] flattered by the communication I had on the subject 
of myself, and in the course of the night Sir E. Barnes Hears of the 
joined me and told me what had happened to the Prussian Ligny ^and 
Army, and that his Grace directed I should retire before receives the 
daybreak, and taking care that the Enemy did not observe 
our motions. Of course, everything to effect this was 
accordingly communicated along the advance line, and we 
retired, leaving fires, &e., as if we were in position, imtimct Retreat on 
leinf ptmiieclhj iho Fre7tch, and joined the Brigade on 
the march to the point I was directed [on] in good 
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A severe 
marcli, owing 
to the heavy 
rain, and 
being sent the 
wrong w’av. 
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C, Halkett. 

order. And onr mareb to Waterloo was a severe one, from 
baying been led tbe wrong road by one o£ tlie Quarter- 
master General’s Staff, and obliged to cross tbe country 
tbrougb water above tbe men^s knees. 

Fortunately having suspected something similar, I 
ordered back my Artillery, who got into the right road, 
otherwise I do not think I could have brought them with 
me on the 17th to Waterloo. 

Yours, &c., 

Colin Halkett. 


~No. 137 . 

Quatre Bi*as. 


Betreat of 
33rd into the 
wood. 


For explana- 
tion of this, 
aee Ko. 142, 
p. 335. 


FEOM THE SAME. 

Calais, Jtmie Wk,18S9. 

In answer to yours of the 28th May I do recollect a 
Battery of Artillery having made its appearance, but ?^Aere 
1 do not know, and it was so much in my rear that I paid 
no attention to it or its effects; and as to the retreat of my 
Brigade I must differ with you on that subject. 

The only part that really did retreat was one Eegiment 
(the 33rd), and which I was not all satisfied with. The Eegi- 
ment tmtk mCy or near where I was^ did not make the least 
movement, only one wing thrown back. The Bruns wickers 
in my front took up my attention too much. I must, 
however, do them the justice of saying that in this 
instance the French Cavalry had no effect upon them, nor 
did they move in any shape. 

The 83rd I rode to the moment I could absent myself 
from the front, and I recollect I had some difficulty in 
getting them to the order they ought to have remained in, 
and I took one of their Colours and advanced to the front 
with it, which I think had the desired effect, and soon got 
them into the order they ought never to have lost. They 
then appeared steady and I left them. At this period, 
however, the Cavalry were in, or had effected their, retreat, 
and I think they lost a great number of men and horses. 


Yours, &e., 

, Colin Hale-ett. 
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30th Begimej^t. 

The 30th Regiment. 

MAJOR J. PRATT, LATE 27th REGIMENT. ' 

Lieutenant 30th Eegiment. 

London, March 23rd, 1835. ']^o. 138 . 

Having been wounded and obliged to leave the Field 
about six p.m.^ I am unable to give specific replies to your 
most important questions, which relate to a subsequent 
period, and I think you will readily agree with me that a 
young Subaltern Officer, such as I was at that period, harassed 
and fatigued after two days^ previous marching, fighting, 
and starving (for by some mismanagement our Division 
was not provisioned), was not likely to take particular 
notice of the features of the ground over which ho was 
moving, or to direct his observations much beyond the 
range of what was likely to affect himself and the few 
soldiers immediately about him. 

But as you express a wish to be made acquainted with such 
details of these memorable events as came within my 
immediate observation, with a view to the compilation of a 
minute and correct explanatory narrative, I beg to refer 
you to the accompanying document, in which I have 
thi'own together, in the shape of a journal, my recollection 
of the events in which I took part on the [16th,] 17th, and 
18th June. 

1 have, &:e., 

John Pratt, 

Major, late 27th Eegt. 

Recolleetions of the Battle of Waterloo — 16th, 17th, 
and 18th June, 1815. 

16th. The 3rd Division, after marching during part of Quatre Bras, 
the night of the 15th and the morning of the 16th, came 
into position at Cluatre Bras between three and four p.m., 
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30tii Eeguient. 

This is an 
error. The 
Brigade ad- 
vanced to the 
right of the 
5th Division. 
.—Ed. 


and immediately took up the ground of the 5 th Division 
(then retiring^ and much crippled)^ and moved in advance. 
Was engaged until between nine and ten at night; when 
the Action terminated. 

The ground between it (Gemioneourt) and a wood on the 
right was occupied during the night by the advance posts 
of the British Brigade 3rd Division^ the main body being 
concealed in the hollow ground in the rear, 

17th, At daylight found ourselves in close contact with 
the Enemy^s outpostS; scarcely removed from each other 
by more than half musket shot. 


Retreat on 
the 17 th. 


At this time [9 a.m.] the 3rd waS; I believe; the only 
Division of Infantry on the ground; the remainder of 
the Army having made a retrograde movement during 
the night; or early in the morning of the 17th. Between 
eleven and twelve a.m. received orders to withdraw; 
having as much address as possible not to atti’aet the 
notice of the Enemy ; passed the Hussar Brigade; which 
was formed half a league in the real*; and joined the 
Division en route. 

About four p.m. the rain began to descend in torrentS; 
and rendered the fallow fields almost impassable . , . 

and we filed into our position about half-past seven or 
eight o^clock. 


Waterloo, 


Ordered to 
stand to their 
arms about 
11 a.m. 


Brigade 
formed two 
Squares, 30th 
and 73rcl one, 
33rd and C9th 
the other. 


18th. The appearance of the morning was most dismal 
and dreary . . . . 

About eleven a.m, the cry of Stand to your arms 
passed rapidly down the LinC; and a general discharge or 
drawing of firelocks immediately took plaeO; they Being 
almost unserviceable from their previous usC; and the heavy 
rain they were exposed to during the night. The line was 
ordered to retire a little to gain the interior slope of the 
position; and then formed into scjuares; two Regiments 
generally forming one square ; thus in Sir Colin Halkett^s 
Brigade the 30th and 73rd formed one, and the 33rd and 
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30th Regiment.' 

69t]i the other square. These Eegiments did not at that The Regi- 

period average more than 450^ or at the utmost 500 

effective men each. After this formation the Squares lay than 500 men 

dowii; and the crest of the position interposed between them 

and the Enemy. The Artillery was advanced in about the tiindyrest of 
. JT • -T- position, 

same proportion on the exterior slope^ and the Light Batteries in 

Troops of the Division moved to the front to cover and 

support it. ,Jc: 

This force consisted^ to the best of my recollection^ in the 
following details : Four British Light Companies formed Light Troops 
into a Battalion under Lieutenant-Colonel Tigoureux, 011 ^ 1 ^ 
30th Regiment; 1st and 2nd Light Battalions^ K.G.L. ttontinskir. 
They occupied the farmhouse and garden of La Ilaye 
Sainte — a Light Hanoverian Battalion and the Jagers von 
Kilmansegge (Rifles). 

The orders delivered to me upon that occasion as Orders issued 
Adjutant* of the Light Battalion by Major-General Sir 
C, Halkett were to the following effect: ^^To cover and the Brigade 
protect our Batteries. To establish ourselves at all times HalBett'" 
as much in advance as might be compatible with prudence. 

To preserve considerable intervals between our extended 
files for greater security from the fire of the Enemy’s 
Batteries. To show obstinate resistance against Infantry 
of the same description^, but to attempt no formation or 
offer useless opposition to charges of Cavalry^ but to retire 
in time upon the Squares in our reaiq moving in a direct 
line without any reference to Regiments or Nations. When 
the charge was repulsed^ to resume our ground. 

About mid-day, rather before twelve, the first shot was 
fired . , , It was the first report that reached my ears 
that mornings and was directed against masses of Infantry 
moving on Hougoumont. The Enemy^s Artillery did not 
reply for some time, but we could see them distinctly 
taking up their position immediately in our front. 

The Enemy’s Artillery had now opened a tremendous 
fire along the entire extent of the left centre of the Artillery open 
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30th Regime:n't. 

a hea\'y fire, 
chiefly on our 
Batteries. 


The Light 
Troops ad- 
vance to the 
foot of the 
lull. 

Dri ven hack 
hy a charge 
of Cavalry. 


position^ bat chiefly directed against oiir Batteries. Several 
large shells also fell with precision in the midst of but 
the ground being very soft, generally buried themselves- 
deep, and did not do as much mischief as under other 
circumstances might have been the case. 

The Light Troops crept down the hill to nearly its foot. 
Did not at first encounter any Infantry, but were driven 
back by a charge of Cavalry. Took refuge in the Squares,, 
and when the charge was repulsed immediately occupied 
former position. . . . . . 

The fire of the Enemy’s Artillery became now very 
galling, exposed as we were to it, and almost all the 
Artillery horses had already fallen under it. 


Tkese eliarges 
repeated. In 
the intervals 
the skir- 
mishers are 
opposed by 
skiL’niishers. 


In the interval we experienced more than one charge 
of Cavalry, and the Light Infantry, in their occasional 
advances, now encountered the same description* of force, 
usually engaging and sustaining a desultory fire near the 
foot of the respective positions. 


The Enemy’s 
Infantry es- 
toblishes itself 
well in 
advance, pre- 
paring for the 
final attack. 


The Enemy^s Batteries, too, had gained eonsiderahly in 
advance, and the Light Troops were now invariably assailed 
by grape as well as musketry, when they showed them-- 
selves at the foot of the position, endeavouring* to offer a 
feeble resistance to the encroachments of the Enemy^s 
Infantry, now establishing itself well in advance, and 
evidently preparing for the final attack. 

Throughout the whole day, and during my frequent 
advances and retreats, I only once, or at most twiee^ 
entered my own Square, the line on which I had to direct 
myself usually leading me on a German or Hanoverian 
Square. 

Such was the nature of the sti'uggle that took place,, 
during the greater portion of the day, on that part of the 
position situated between La Haye Sainte and Hougou- 
mont, and which is, I believe, usually denominated the 
^rieft centre.-'^ 
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Towards the close o£ the day I found myself for the 
last time near the bottom of our slope with the few Lig;ht 
Troops that were remaining*. The firing on the left had 
slackened or ceased, and the Enemy^s position in our 
immediate front was being covered with Infantry, Their 
Artillery also had taken up a position much in advance, 
and was firing, chiefly grape, amongst the scattered Light 
Troops, which were gradually retiring before the over- 
whelming force opposed to them. 

La Haye Sainte being in possession of the Enemy, our After La 
left was necessarily much thrown back, so as to place us 
nearly in echelon with the ei*est of the position. 


Ha, ye Sainte 
was taken by 
It was at the Enemy, 

this period that I was wounded, and, of course, I ceased to 


be an eye-witness of what took place afterwards. 


J. P. 


MAJOR E. MACREABY, 30th REGIMENT. 

Liexjtenaot [?] 30th Regiment. 

3, Stratford Place, April 23rd, 1846. 


misliers is 
much thrown 
hack. 

Is wounded 
before last 
attack of the 
Erench. 




I enclose you a letter I have by me (which you can 
keep), written 1836, to Gawler, but never sent, as after 
it was done, my disinclination to come forward as a 
controversialist induced me to keep it back and leave 
the matter alone. . . 

Always, &e., 

Edward Macready. 


To LiEiJT.-Ooii. Gawler, Ur-attached. 

Kandy, Ceylon, Nov emher SOili, 18S^, 

Sir,— Although a stranger to you, I can readily believe Waterloo, 
that I need not apologise for troubling you with a few 
ohservations on certain points whereon, in your letter 


"Sm 
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30th Regiment. 


inserted in the last July number o£ the United Serince 
Jourmly yon express yourself desirous of information. 


They, .were 
sent by the 
Duke to fill up 
a gap in the 
line on the 
left of Hal- 
kott’sBrigado. 

Repulse of a 
French 
Column by 
30 th and 73itl. 

Tlie attacking 
Column of tho 
Guard 
advanced 
against tho 
British 
Guards, who 
were right of 
sard and 69th, 
who were 
again light of 
30th and 73rd. 
Therefore, 
this portion 
of “^iloyenne 
Garde ” must 
ha%’e been 
combined with 
Donzelot’s 
Division, 
which at- 
tacked Hal- 
kett’s left. 

— Ei). 

See General 
Plan, Ko. 2. 


PerRous con- 
fusion into 
•which the 
30th and 73rd 
waiTO thrown. 


A heavy Column of Brunswiekers came up to our left 
(t30th aud 7drd Kegiments) in the evening of June 18th. 
A remark upon them in my Journal states that ^Hhey fell 
hack at first bodily^ but were rallied and afterwards stood 
their ground.^'’ If I am not deceived^ Captain HugheS;, 
1st West India Eegiment (then a Lieutenant of the 30th;, 
and, if I may be |>ermitted to say so, a most gallant ofScer), 
received a wound while assisting to rally them. But I do 
not think that these Brunswiekers were engaged with the 
Guard. I saw no troops of the Guard to the French right 
of that Column which advanced on us (30th and 73rd) /and 
which, though it came over the hill in beautiful order, was 
an inconceivable short time before us, turning and flying to 
a man at the single volley we flred, and the hurrah that 
followed it. Having expected great things from them, we 
were astonished at their conduct, and we young soldiers 
almost fancied there was some ruse in it. The men I 
spoke to as they lay wounded were all of the Moyenne 
Garde.^^ 

By the way, it may lead to misconception if I do not 
mention that by some arrangement, of which I know 
nothing, the contiguous Columns and subsequent Squares 
of the 30th and 73rd Kegiments were to the of those 
formed by the 33rd and 69th Regiments. 

That there was a great gi viiig way near this point 
about this period certain ^'’ enough. But I believe yon 
must consider what follows to a certain extent as private, 
for I should he loth to offend any of my old friends by 
causing a public allusion to an awkward eireumstanee, 
of which I really know nothing but its alarming con- 
sequences. 

Late in the day the French had brought up two Guns 
oil the crest of our position, which fired grape into our 
Square (30th and 73rd) with very deadly effect. Someone 
in authority must have thought that the bank of a hedge 
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whidi ran a very short distance in our rear would afford 
us some covei^ and in an evil moment we received the com- 
mands to face about and march down to it 

You may readily conceive that fire would not slacken on 
a body effecting such a movement ; but though suffering 
sadly> and disordered by our poor wounded fellows clinging 
to their comrades thinking they were being abandoned^ our 
little Square retained its formation, and we had all but 
reached the hedge, when a body of men (British) rushed in 
amongst us, turned us altogether into a mere mob, and 
created a scene of frightful confusion. Fortunately the 
Enemy took no advantage of it. 

Nothing could be more gratifying than the conduct of Grratifyinn- 
our people at this disastrous period. While men and the 
Officers were jammed together and carried along* by the 
pressure from without, many of the latter, some cursingj 
•others literallj^ crying with rage and shame, were seizing the 
soldiers and calling on them to halt, while these admirable 
fellows, good-humouredly laughing at their excitement, 
were struggling to get out of the melee, or exclaiming By 
•G — d. I’ll stop, Sir, but I^m off my legs.’-' 

I know nothing that remedied this terrible disorder 
but a shout which some one raised, and in which all joining 
the mass halted as if by word of command. An Officer was 
immediately desired by Major Chambers (who fell some 
minutes later) to take such men as he could get in addi- 
tion to the Light Company, then reduced to fourteen rank And re-eskl>- 
:and file, and to push up the hill as far as he dare to cover 
the re-formation. This was effected without difficulty, and 
nil afterwards went right. 

The falling back in Halkett’s Brigade, and of the 
Brunswick Column occurred very near together, and I can 
readily conceive this to have been the period to which the 
French Temom Oeidaire alludes to when he speaks of 
Battalions being seen em cUhandaie ^^ on our height. 

Of these facts, therefore, I feel that I can assure you, 

-^Ist. That a heavy Column of Brunswickers was on the 
immediate left of the 30th and 73rd Regiments in the 
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SSed Remmest. 

GenL Alava evening of the 18th June, and that General Alava^’s and 

2nd, 


CommiS^ner other testimony are reconcilable and true, 

to tliG Bntish That a body of German Legion Cavalry passed to the front 
by the right of the 30th Eegiment at the very finish (we 
did not advance beyond the crest of our own ridge) ; and 
3rd; that the unaccountable movement I have mentioned, 
with its accompaniments, was as near as possible being 
fatal to the remains of Halketb's Brigade at a most eventful 
period of the day. 

\ Believe, &c., 

, Ewd, Maoiieady, . 

Captain 30 th Eegt, 


Army. — Eii. 


The disorder 
Avas nearly 
fatal to the 
remains of 
Halkett’s 
Brigade. 


The 33 kd Eesiment. 


No. 140. 

'Waterloo. 

23rd had been 
in advance on 
left of Brussels 
road during 
night of 17th. 
Kext morning 
was moTed 
along cross 
road to posi- 
tion of Biigade 
on left of 
Guards. 

33rd and 69th 
form one 
square. 

About 
7 o’clock 
Brigade 
formed in lino 
four deep. 

Final attack 
of the French. 


COLONEL W. K. ELPHINSTONE, 33 rd REGIMENT. 

Liextt.-Colonel 3Srd Eegiment. 

Enfield, Eovemher 2Sth, 1834. 

I beg to inform you that the 33rd Regiment, after 
being withdrawn from the left of the road near La Haye 
Sainte, where it was placed in advance on the night of the 
17th, moved along a cross road or lane behind that farm,, 
and was formed in square with the 69th Regiment at some 
distance to the right, and in rear of La Haye Sainte, in 
echelon to the Square of the 30th and 73rd Regiments,, 
which were further in advance. Between four and five 
o'^clock the two Regiments moved forward, and soon after 
formed line with the 30th and 73rd. The Brigade (5th) 
then advanced to the top of the hill on rising ground, and 
about seven o^cloek, when the Enemy^s final attack was. 
made, was formed four deep, on the immediate left of the 
1st Guards. 

At this time Columns of French Infantry were ad- 
vancing, with Guns between the heads of the Columns. 
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Ttese, wlien within a short distance o£ our position, halted 
and soon after gave way. 

The 5th Brigade, which had suffered much during the 
Action and at Uiiatre Bras, was not ordered forward. It 
was afterwards moved a little in advance and remained on 
the ground daring the night , . . . 

I have, &e., 

W. K. Elphikstone. 


LIEUT. -COLOISrEL J. M. HARTY, 33 rd REGIMENT. 

Captain 33rd Regiment. 

140, Leeson Street, Decemher 22^^d, 1842. 

On my return home yesterday I received your note 
respecting the movements of the 33rd Regiment at Quatre 
Bras, and feel sorry that it is not in my power to give any 
authentic information respecting them, inasmuch as being 
Captain of the Light Company of the Regiment which 
formed part of the Plank Battalion, I was absent from my 
own Corps during the day. 

The Flank Battalion consisted of the Light Companies 
of the Brigade under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Vigoureux of the 30th Regiment, and we were under him, 
acting in the vicinity of, and in connection with, his own 
Regiment commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton, 
so much so that we (the Battalion) formed square with 
that Corps when charged by French Lancers, on which 
occasion the firm conduct of the Square called forth the 
unqualified approbation of the late Sir Thomas Picton, who 
was an eye-witness, and galloped up ; and, calling for the 
commanding officer, told Colonel Hamilton that he would 
report their gallant conduct to the Duke, 


jsro. 141. 

Quatre Bras. 


Detached 
from his Regi 
meat with th 
Light la- 
fantry of the 
Brigade. 


The latter 
forms square 
with the 30th 
Regiment. 

Picton tells 
the Command- 
ing Ofificer of 
the 30th that 
he will report 
the gallant 
conduct of the 
Square to the 
Duke. 


Believe, &e., 

J. M. Hautv. 





WATBELQO LETTERS, 


33rd Eegimeht. 
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Qiiatro Bras. 
See Plan. 


Halkett’s 
Brigade 
anived be- 
tween 4 and 
6 p.m. 


Ordered to 
move round 
the Bois do 
Bossu to the 
right, and 
support the 
right of 
Picton’s Divi- 
sion, which 
was advanced 
towards 
Oemioncoiirt. 


Cavalry being 
perceived, the 
33rd foimed 
square. 


. F. H.. PATTISOl^, ESQ. 

Lieutenant 33iid Regiment. 

TO HIS brother, J. EATTISON, ESQ. 

Balmain, Beeemhei: 6th, 1842. 

Mt Dear John,^ — I think the best way I possibly can 
answer Captain Siborne'^s query about the 33rd Regiment 
is by giving him a short sketch o£ what came under my 
notice at the Battle of Quatre Bras. In doing so it must 
he recollected that I took no notes^ and that since then 
twenty-seven years have elapsed^ and therefore my state- 
ment is dependent entirely npon memory^ may not be 
absolutely right in every particular^ but will be found 
substantially correct. 

As far as I remembeib I think it must have been 
between four and five o^cloek in the evening that Sir 
Colin HalketPs Brigade advanced to that spot which is 
intersected by four roads, and from which fact the Battle 
derives its name, being Quatre Bras, or four arms. At 
this period the Scotch Division under Sir Thomas Pieton 
was actively engaged a little in advance on the great road 
which leads to Charleroi. Immediately on getting there, 
orders were given for the Brigade to move forward to the 
right, and support the right of Picton^s Division. 

A movement agreeably to this order took place, each 
Regiment advancing in open eolumii of Companies, pre- 
serving their respective distances, so as to deploy into 
line when necessary. The ground through which we had 
to advance was much undulated, and in full crop of rye, 
which in that rich and luxuriant country grows excessively 
high, and on this account obstructed observation. 

As we advanced, the leading Company of our Regiment 
reached a prominent part of the field and observed the 
French Cavalry advancing to the charge. Orders were 
then given to form square to receive the Enemy. The 
Enemy, perceiving we were prepared for them, instead of 
advancing, macle a movement to the left, broke in upon 
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. 3 Regiment. 

the open Columns o£ the 69th Regiment^ which;, being on a The Cavaliy 

low part of the fields had not observed them. The havoc 

that then took place was very great, and one of their the 69ttt ua- 


Broke it lip, 
and captured 
one of its 
Colours, 


Colours, I think the Regimental Colour, was carried off in 
triumph.: 

All this took place with amazing rapidity and despatch, 
and the 3Srd was not left long to contemplate objects with 
indifference. As I have already observed, we were made 
aware of the approach of the Cavalry, and that by the 
G-renadier Company, it having reached rising ground, and The 33rd 
having formed square upon that Company, the whole 
Regiment were placed as a beacon in presence of the ^.-ising ground, 
Enemy. Immediately a park of Artillery was opened at 
point blank distance upon our Column. The destruction Enemy’s Ar- 
consequent upon this was fearful. At this time Captain incurred great 
Hay, having moved from the head of his Company to 
encourage the face of the Square fronting the Enemy, was 
cut in two by a cannon ball, and poor Arthur Corel’s brains 
were scattered upon my shako and face. 

It was soon found necessary to deliver the Poegiment it was tliexe- 
f rom this untoward situation, which was done by deploying 
into line in an angular position. Upon getting into this 
new position, we were supported on the right by a Regi- 
ment of Brunswick Cavalry, which behaved with great 
intrepidity. In advance, near the corner of the wood, a 
Regiment or Brigade of Brunswick Infantry were fiercely 


into line. 


engaged. 


but upon xVdvancing to 

that the |^PPort_some 
Brunswick 


At this time the 33rd moved towards them ; 
getting near the wood, a report being spread 
Cavalry were in the rear, the Regiment entered it and Intetiy, on 
dispersed. It was at this time that Colonel Parkinson was the^^modT* 
wounded. He, with Captain Knight, Lieutenant Thane, report teing* 

and myself, went into the wood near the same place. tiie^CavaSy 

were in tlie* 


Captain Knight formed the men near us, and advanced some 
distance towards the place where we thought the Enemy IR^gimeiit 


rear, the 


were 


but soon being at a loss to know where we were 


going in the wood j we retrograded, and came out of it disorder, 
upon one of the mtersecting roads, as already alluded to. 
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Upon g*etting there we found a Brigade of the Guards, 
which were immediately advanced. 

Having^gono The report of Sir Colin Halkett having seized one of 
direction, did our Colours and re-formed the Eegiment may be true, and 
upon reflecting, a vague impression of that kind fleets over 
my mind ; but as the party with which I was connected, 
consisting of the above-mentioned Officers and about fifty 
or sixty men, found the Regiment upon returning formed 
on the outside of the wood, if such a circumstance took 
place, none of us saw it 

By this time, the Guards having advanced and forced 
the Enemy from the field, no other active movement took 
place with Sir Colin Halkett’s Brigade that evening, but 
we, with the rest of the Army, slept on the Field of Battle 
all night. 

The retreat Early on the morning of the 17th the 
Brigade, being under arms, was ordered to move from its 
position, and from the direction it took we were all of the 
opinion that an attack was to be made upon the right 
wing of the French, which rested upon a wood on a hill a 
considerable distance from our left. 

Our eonjeetures, however, were fallacious, and I believe 
our apparent advance towards the Enemy was intended as a 
feint to deceive them, as we no sooner crossed the road, 
which was contended for by Picton^s Division the previous 
evening, and had got between the wood and the Enemy so 
as to intercept from their view our movements, than we 
entered into a bye-road and retreated. 

We continued to retreat without any pause until we 
reached the well-known town of Genappe, where the 
refresliments, Brigade halted to get refreshment, no provision having 
hLnngbeen been given out since it left the cantonments before day- 
served out !)reak on the 16th. However, from the cowardice of tlie 

on the icth. Commissariat— whose duty it was to make provision for the 
troops, but who, in a panic, fled — no refreshment could be 
obtained there, except what was got by the men in- 
dividually here and there. 

After halting a considerable time the retreat was con^ 


not see Hal- 
kett seize the 
Colour and 
re-form the 
Eegiment. 


The Eetreat 
on 17th June. 


Halted at 
Genappe and 
tried to get 
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tiuued^ and we were soon aware^ from eonstant firing of 
Light Troops and field pieces^ that the Enemy pursued. 

At this time everything appeared extremely disheartening^, 

and the very elements of nature seemed to be frowning 

xipon and contending with us. A dark^ fearful looking 

cloud arose above the direction of the Enemy^ and approach- ^i^^iiderstorm. 

ing us^ poured down such torrents of rain^ and discharged 

such vivid lightning, accompanied with such tremendous 

peals of thunder, that, though long in a tropical climate, 

I never beheld or heard the like before. 

The Army still continued to retreat, until it arrived at 
the place destined for its position. It was here that I saw 
Sir Thomas Picton for the first and last time, who ordered 
the 33rd to act as an advanced picket, and which bivoii- 


33rd ordered 
by Picton on 
outpost duty 


acked that night in a field to the left of the great road of ^9 


our position. 


Yours, &e,, 

E. H. 


tile Brussels 
road. 


Pattisoe. 


The 69th Regiment. 

OAPTAm B. PIGOT, LATE 69th REGIMENT. 

Lieutenant 69th Eegiment. 

Mansfield, Notts, July ^ thy lS4i4. Jfo. 143. 


If I had known you would have received any informa- 
tion, I should have been happy to have given it to you 
regarding the affair of the 16th June, being wounded 
in, it.. 

I was wounded at the same time with Major Lindsay ; 
he commanded No. 1, I commanded No. 2. Poor man, 
the loss sustained by the Grenadier, Nos. 1 and 2, Com- 
panies was greatly attributable to him, halting those 
Companies, making them face to- right about, in open 
Column, and commence firing upon the Cuirassiers. But 
for that we should have got into square, as it was those 
Companies [that] were really cut down. Poor man, to 
■ ■ ■ w '' ' ■ ■ 


Qiiatre Bras 


Wounded at 
tbe same time 
witb Major 
Lindsay, to 
whom he at- 
tributes the 
Eegiment not 
getting into 
square on the 
approach of 
the Erench 
Cavalry. 
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the day of his death he regretted having done so, hut at 
the time he did it for the best. 

Officers killed On the 16th Lieut. Wightwiek, my subaltern, was 
killed, on the ISth Colonel Morice, Captains Curzon, 
Hohhouse, and Blackwood were also killed, making five 
Oflicers. You say one Officer killed at Quatre Bras, and 
three at Waterloo, which should he four on the 18th. 

I remain, &c., 

Bhooke Pigot, 

Captain 69th Regiment. Retired Full Paj. 
LIEUTENANT H: ANDERSON, 7e5TH REGIMENT. 

Lieutenant 69tii Begiment. 

No, 144. Thexford, November lSth,lS3b. 


Waterloo. 

At the time of 
the advance of 
the Imperial 
Oiiard, the 
69th and 
3314 foxToaed 
one sfjnare. 


Never heard 
of a published 
accoxmt of the 
British Line 
being forced. 
Never heard 
it alluded to, 
and does not ' 
.believe it., ■ 


Our formation on the advance of the Imperial Guard 
(about 7 p.m.) was in square, the 33rd Regiment forming 
a portion of it. I was wounded at the moment the Guard 
gained the crest of our position, and remained for some' 
time insensible to jmssing events. 

I do not remember seeing the Brunswiekers near us at 
that period of the action, but I recollect perfectly having- 
seen, a short time previous to the advance of the Guard, 
some Foreign Corps in rear of our left, having shakos 
covered with white. 

I never was aware till I read your letter that there 
was any published account of our Line having been forced 
at period of the Battle, and though I have often 
fought the Battle o^er again with my old companions in 
arms, I never heard the circumstance alluded to, nor do I 
believe it ever occurred. If it had, I must have heard it 
from my brother OflScers who had the good fortune to see 
the Enemy retreat. I believe I may say run. 


I have, &e., 

H. Andeeson, 

Lieutenant 75th. 


HALKETT^S INFANTRY BRIGADE, 



73itD Regiment ' 


The 73e,d Regiment. 


LIBTJT.-COLONEL DAWSON KELLY, C.B. 

Majob 73bd Regiment, and Assistant Quabter-Master G-enebal. 


Armagh, November 26tk, lB34i, No. 145. 


I beg to say that I should have beea most iiappy in 
affording you the detailed information you desire relative 
to the operations of the 78rd Eegiment during the Battle 
of Waterloo^ but being on the Staff of the Quarter-Master 
Generahs Department; at that period, I had not an oppor- 
tunity (except in occasionally passing by) of witnessing 
the various formation of squares and changes of position, 
which the frequent attacks both of Cavalry and Infantry, 
upon that particular point, throughout the day, occasioned 
to the 5th Brigade. 

It was, however, upon the advance of a body of Cavalry 
early in the day, that the Duke of Wellington with his 
Staff were obliged to take shelter in a Square formed by 
the 73rd and 30th Regiments. It was also at the crisis 
which you more particularly allude to, I should say about 
half-past six, when passing with the Duke and other 
Officers of the Staff in the rear of the 5th Brigade there 
appeared to be some little confusion, when the Duke, 
without directing himself particularly to any person, said, 
See what^s wrong there.’’^ 

I rode up to the Brigade, and while addressing myself 
to Sir Colin Halkett, he at the instant received a wound 
in the face, the ball passing through his mouth, and he 
was consequently obliged to retire to the rear. Colonel 
Elphinstone, commanding the 33rd Regiment, then ran up 
and asked if I had any ox'ders. I replied none beyond 
inquiring into the cause of the confusion; he stated that 
they were much pressed, and the men exhausted. Colonel 


Waterloo - 


Was on the 
Quarter-Mas- 
ter Cxeneral’s 
Staf. ’ 


The Duke 
and his Stafi 
take shelter in 
the Square of 
the 30 th. and 
73rd. 


The Duke 
seeing some 
confusion in 
the Brigade, 
orders it to he 
seen to. 

Sir 0. Halkett 
wounded (the 
second time) , 
and obliged to 
leave the 
field. 



the 73rd 
being severely 
wounded, the 
command de- 
volves on Col. 
Elphinstone 
of the 33rd. 


Recommends 
to him how to 
prepare for a 
fresh attack. 
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Col. Harris of Harris of the 73rd bad been severely wounded, and tbe 
eommand of the Brigade had devolved upon Mm, and 
he added, What is to be done? What would you 

■■ ■ 

At this period the attacking Column was again retiring, 
and having observed that the different Battalions of the 
Brigade had got intermixed from the frequent formation 
of squares, I advised Colonel Elphin stone to order both 
Officers and men to resume their respective stations, 
to form as extended a front as possible, directing 
them to cover themselves as well as they could by 
lying down, to renew, or check their flints, and to 
fresh prime, so as to meet the next attack with 
TwoSer- the best means left us. This he instantly directed, 
fSdwport to and I should mention here that while in conversa- 
Major Kelly with Colonel B., one or two sergeants of the 73rd 

came up and told me they had no one to command them, 
the Officers all being killed or wounded. 

I therefore considered it my duty to remain with them, 
and upon my saying so, they cheered and instantly returned 
to their several posts. Thus situated we remained for a 
short time inactive, when the last aUacldng Ooliinm made 
its appearance through the fog and smoke, which through- 
out the day lay thick on the ground. Their advance was 
as usual with the French, very noisy and evidently re- 
luctant, the Ofiieers being in advance some yards cheering 
their men on. They however kept up a confused and 
running fire, which we did not reply to until they reached 
nearly on a level with ns, when a well-directed volley put 
them into confusion which they did not appear to recover, 
hut after a short interval of musketry on both sides, they 
turned about to a man and fled. 

W'hether any of our troops (as Colonel Gawler states 
in his Crisis/^) had assailed them in flank or rear it was 
impossible to know from the confusion of the moment, 
but after a very short period the order came down the Line 
from the right to advance Mch we obeyed as soon as the 
Brigade was formed, a’ uinued until beyond La Belle 


ttiat all their 
Officers are 
killed or 
wounded. 

He therefore 
takes com- 
mand of the 
Regiment. 


The attack 
of Donzelot’s 
Division. 
—Ei). 


After one 
well-directed 
volley into 
them, and a 
short interval 
of mnskotiy, 
they dee. 


The Brigade 
joins the 
General 
Advance. 



Allianee^ wlieii we were ordered to lialt^ and remained on 
the ground throughout the nighty the Prussians having 
taken, our place in pursuit of the Enemy. 


I have^ &c., 

Dawson Kelly, 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 

FROM THE SAME. 

Armagh, October lUh, No. 146. 1 

I think I mentioned to you in my former letter the ‘Waterloo. ^ 

cause of my having'* joined the 5th Brigade at the period of 
Sir C. HalketPs being wounded, together with Colonel 
Elphinstone^s exertions in taking the command. 

With respect to your present inquiry, it is fully within The last 
my memory that the fog and smoke lay so heavy upon the 
ground that we could only ascertain the approach of the 
Enemy by the noise and clashing of arms which the French 
usually make ill their advance to attack, and it has often 
occurred to me from the above circumstance (the heavy 
fog), that the accuracy and the particulars with which the i 

Crisu has been so frequently and so mimitely discussed, 
must have had a good deal of fancy in the narrative. 

You are aware that the Guards were stationed eon- 
siderahly to the right of the 5th Brigade. I can therefore 
only say that when tlie last attacking Column emerged from 
the smoke in our front the French Officers were in the 
front cheering on their men, but whether they were of the 
Imperial Guard, or of D’Erlon^s Corps we had no oiipor- itwasBonze- 
tunity of judging. I should rather think the latter, for 
after some firing between us the Enemy retreated without Corps whicn 
any very apparent I presume it might have been got^andTard 

about this time that some of our troops had got to the rear marginal 
or flank of the Enemy, which caused their sudden retreat j 
but as I have already said, from the heaviness of the 
atmosphere we could see hit little of what was going on in 
our front. There was certainly no appearance of Cavalry 
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73 eB' Seoimunt*. 

at this period^ but when the order came from the right to 
advance, the 5th Brigade moved straight forward without 
encountering either friend or foe until near La Belle 
Alliance, when they were ordered to halt and remained 
during the night. The 73rd Regiment had twenty-one 
Officers killed and wounded out of twenty-five in the field, 
and as I presume you are in possession of the Returns you 
will perceive a proportionate number of the Battalion. 

I believe in my former letter I mentioned the eircum- 
stanee of poor Colonel Delaneey’s death. It was shortly 
after we had halted as above on the. field that one of the 
men came to me to say that an Aide-de-Camp of the Duke 
of Wellington was wounded and lying near, when, upon 
going with him, I found Colonel Canning in the greatest 
possible agony. He had received a mnsket shot in the 
centre of the abdomen, and, although perfectly collected, 
could hardly articulate from pain. We raised him, 
however, to a sitting position by placing knapsacks round 
him, but a few minutes terminated his existence. 


The 7Srd lost 
21 Officers 
hilled and 
wounded out 
of 25, 

Beath of Col. 
Sii* Wm. 
Belancev, 
KC.B., 
Beputy Quar.- 
Master Genl. 
(not men- 
tioned in 
former letter). 

Beath of 
Lieut, -Col, 
Canning, 


I remain, &c., 

Dawson Kelly. 


No. 147. 

"Waterloo. 


, Wounded 
about 7 p.m. ■ 

The 30th and 
73rd in one 
square nearly 
all day, and 
repeatedly 


MAJOR J. GARLARD, HALF-PAY. 

Captain 73iiD Eegiment. 

Dorchester, Dorset, December Mh, 1834. 

On my return from Weymouth I found your letter of 
the 6th ult., and which I shall reply to with as much 
accuracy as the long period which has elapsed since the 
Battle will allow me, as well as my having been very 
severely wounded about the time you put your first query, 
“ 7 p.m.” 

I recollect we had been in square composed of the 30th 
and 73rd Eegiments nearly all the Action and were 
repeatedly charged by the Cuirassiers during the day 
and about half-past six or seven o’clock the Duke of 
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12 m ) Begimext 

WellingtoTi rode up and asked who commanded the charged "by 

Square. I replied Colonel^ now Lord^ Harris, who happened 

at that moment not to be so near his Grace as myself. 

He then desired me to tell Colonel Harris to form line, The Duke 

hilt should we he attacked bv the Cuirassiers to re-form orders 

square. I delivered these orders to Colonel Harris and to form line, 

we formed line, and in the act of forming line I received by^oavah'^^^ 

my wound. tore-form 

square. 

During the early part of the day, before we formed Position of 
square, we were in column of quarter distance under a hill 
out of sight of the Enemy, with the Household Brigade and 
Heavy Cavalry in our rear in a bottom, and, fAe best 
of my fecollectiony Hougoumont on our right and La Have 
Sainte on our left. During the time we were in square 
we were kept continually on the alert by the repeated 
charges of Cuirassiers, so that the Enemy nearest us all 
clay were Cavalry ; hut as I was wounded just as we were 
about to change our position, I cannot speak of what was 
in front of the 73rd as the Eegiment advanced. 

I have, &e., 

John Gahland, 

Major, Half-pay. 

Kempt’s Infantry Brigade. 

The 8th^ Infantry Brigade Yvas composed of the 
28tli and 32nd Eegiments, the 79th Eegiment, 

Cameron Highlanders, and the 1st Battalion of the 
95th Eifles. It was under the command of Major 
General Sir James Kempt, K.O.B., and formed 
part of the 5th Division commanded by Lieutenant- 
Deneral Sir Thomas Picton, G.C.B. 

The Division arrived at Quatre Bras about a 

* The 6tli and 7tli British Brigades of the Army in Belgium were not 
at Waterloo. 





344 ■ WATERLOO LETTERS. 

te Plan of quarter to three p.m. on the 16th June, and was 
Quatre Bras, posted along the ISTamur road, Kempt’s 

Brigade being on the left o£ the line. 

The 28th Kegiment was soon marched down to 
occupy the Farm of Gremioncourt, hut it was 
already in the possession of the Enemy, and the 
28th rejoined the Brigade. The 95th Eifies were 
similarly detached to endearour to occupy the 
■village of Piermont, hut that was also strongly 
held by the French. The Battalion, however, in 
conjunction with some of the Allied Troops, suc- 
cessfully resisted all the efforts of the French 
during the day to turn the left flank of the Army 
hy the Namur road. 

The skirmishers of the Division were thrown 
out in front, and after suffering severely for some 
time from the French cannonade, it was ordered to 
advance against the Infantry in front of the road. 

Kempt’s Brigade charged, and drove the Enemy 
down the hill to the fences at the bottom, and was 
then recalled. 

The 28th, together with the 1st Eoyals, were 
afterwards marched in column to the rehef of the 
42nd and 44th Eegiments, which were very hardly 
pressed by the French Cavalry near G-emioncourt. 
At the last moment the 28th and Eoyals suddenly 
formed a single square in a position so as to 
combine a flanking fire with that of the 42nd and 
44th, and although constantly assailed, it always 
beat off the Cavalry. The 82nd and 79th were 
also formed in flanking squares, and sustained re- 
^ ^ , peated attacks of the Cavalry with similar results. 

to General ^ ^ t ‘ 

Plan, Ko. 1 . At Waterloo the Erigade was posted on the 
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rigW of Picton’s Division, and was drawn up a 
little in rear of tlie Wavre road, with its right 
resting on the Brussels or main road, the 95th 
occupying the sandpit further down the main road, 
the knoll on the left of the sandpit, and the hedge- 
row in rear of both, with some advanced Com- 
panies. This hedgerow furnished the materials for 
forming an abatis on the main road below. 

At the time of D’Erlon’s first attack on the 
Division, the other Eegiments of the Brigade were 
formed in line about fifty yards in rear of the hedge 
along the Wavre road, 32nd on the right, 28th on 
the left, and 79th in the centre, their Bight Com- 
panies being extended in advance of the position. 

The Column which attacked this Brigade was 
diverted by the fire of the 95th more to its right, 
so as to lead it bn to the left of the 79th and right 
of the 28th. The advanced Companies of the 95th 
on being outflanked by the Column, retired on 
their reserves, as did also the Bight Infantry of the 
Brigade on their respective Eegiments. 

The. Column arrived within forty yards of the 
Wavre road, when it halted and began to deploy to 
its right. At this favourable instant Picton ordered 
the Brigade to fire a volley into it and charge. 
Having delivered its fire, and after a momentary 
confusion in getting through the hedge, it re-formed 
and dashed at the Column. 

At this moment Picton was killed by a musket 

ball,,which struck him on the right temple. 

The Enemy fled in confusion down the slope, 
followed by the Brigade, which, however, was soon 
recalled. In advancing, the left wing of the 28th 


See Plan, 
p. 38. 



SiK J. Kempt. 


ITo. 148. 

Waterloo. 

On the death 
of Pictoiij 
commanded 
all the troops 
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became engaged with a separate Column, into 
which it fired at the moment the Column was being 
charged by the Royal Dragoons, which Regiment 
it followed down the hill, and assisted in securing 
a great number of prisoners. 

The 95th, on returning from the charge, re- 
sumed their advanced positions as before held. 
These positions, however, they were obliged to 
abandon on the capture of La Haye Sainte by the 
French, who immediately occupied them, and from 
thence, as well as from their advanced parties on 
the right of the main road, hept up an unremitting 
and most destructive fire on Kempt’s Brigade and 
other troops, which was vigorously replied to, not- 
withstanding the exposed position of the latter. 

This continued until the repulse of the Imperial 
Guard, upon which the French in and near La 
Haye Sainte hastily retreated, and the Brigade 
joined in the General Advance. 

Nos. 153 and 156 refer to the march on Quatre 
Bras. 

Nos. 149, 153, and 156 to Quatre Bras. 

No. 156 to the retreat on the 17th June, and 

All the letters, except Nos. 149, 153, and 166, 
to Waterloo. 


GENERAL SIR JAMES KEMPT, G.C.B., 

Majoe-Generae and K.O.B. 


G.O.H. 


TO SIE HUSSEY VIVIAN. 


No date. 

My Dear Viviat^T;.' — ' ' . 

My Brigade consisted o£ the ^8th, 32nd, 79th/ and 1st 
Battalion 95th Regiments, and on poor Pieton^s fall (in the 
fint attack that the Enemy made) the command of the 6th 
Division, with the 6th that had just come up to our 
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support^ and all the troops, in short, on the of the 
Great Brussels road, devolved upon me throughout the 
day. 

On the 18th, the 95th Eegiment was in front of the 
other Regiments of my Brigade, occupying a knoll and 
some broken ground as Light Troops, and in a line with a 
considerable Corps of Belgian and Nassau Infantry. All 
these retired as the head of the Enemy^s mass of Infantry 
approached them, at which critical moment, and just as 
the French Infantry were gaining the road and hedgerow 
which runs all along the erest of the position, I met it at 
the charge with the 28th, 32nd, and 79th Regiments in 
line, and completely repulsed the Enemy^s Column, driving 
it in a state of the greatest confusion down the slope of 
the position. 

This was com§leUlij effected , zndi I was in the act of 
restraining the men from the pursuit (having no support 
whatever) , when General Ponsonby s Brigade of Cavalry 
charged a separate Column that had come up to our left 
where Pack’s Brigade was stationed. The Enemy made 
three different attempts to carry the position immediately 
on the left of the road where my Brigade was posted, and 
were invariably repulsed in the same manner. Not one 
single Cavalry soldier co-operated with this Brigade 
throughout the day. 

I have thus, my dear Vivian, briefly mentioned to you 
what took place on the right of the 5th Division, as you 
wished it. . . . . . . 

Ever, &c., 

James Kempt. 


Sill J. Kempt.; 

(Infantry) on 
the left of the 
Brussels road, 

1st 95th Rifles 
occupied a 
knoll in front 
of Brigade. A 
corps of 
Butch- 
Belgians also 
in front, and 
retired on the 
approach of 
D’Erlon’s first 
attack on 
Picton’s 
Division. 

Met French 
Column at the 
charge and 
drove it down 
the hill. 

Charge of 
Ponsonhy’s 
Cavalry on a 
separate 
Column on 
leftof Brigade. 

Enemy made 
three similar 
attacks which 
were repulsed. 

Asserts that 
no Cavalry co- 
operated with 
the Brigade, 

? 2nd Life 
Guards and 
Royal 
Dragoons. 
—Ed. 
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The S8th REarMENT. 


Ko. 149. 


Quatre Bras, 


The corn was 
so high that 
it was nearly 
impossible to 
see bejmiid 
the ranks. 

The French 
Cavalry used 
to plant a Hag 
in front of the 
Square as a 
mark: to 
charge on. 


When hardly 
pressed, 
Pieton ex- 
claimed, 

28th, re- 
member 
Egypt ! ” 


' COLONEL R. LLEWELLYN. ; 

Major 28 th Kegimekt. 

Felsham Lodge, Leathm'head, 16th March, 1837. 

I have already thought the Battle o£ Quatre Bras one 
o£ the most splendid achievements o£ the war^ reflecting 
the greatest credit on the British troops engaged^ sustaining 
and repelling one of the most determined attacks (of all 
arms) [that], in my little experience^ I can remember, and 
had it not been so closely followed by the very decisive and 
important, but all-absorbing Victory of Waterloo, perhaps 
the gallant exploits and unexampled bravery that marked 
that day would, under other circumstances, have excited 
even more admiration than was actually associated with it. 

The rye in the field was so high, that to see anything 
beyond our own ranks was almost impossible. The Enemy, 
even, in attacking our Squares, were obliged to make a 
daring person desperately ride forward to |>lant a flag, as a 
mark, at the very point of our bayonets. On this they 
charged, but were invariably repulsed. 

It fell to the lot of the 28th to bear a leading share in 
this Action, and I may say they lost there none of their 
former reputation. 

They were frequently hardly pressed, but never lost 
their discipline and their self-possession. 

Once, when threatened on two flanks by wliat Sir 
Thomas Pieton imagined an overwhelming force, he ex- 
claimed, 28th, remember Egypt.'^^ They cheered and 
gallantly beat back their assailants, and eventually stoo 
on their position. . . . 

I remain, &e., ' 

' R. Llewellyn'., 
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m V 

28 tk Regimixt. 


APTAIN J. W. SHELTOH, HALF-PAY, 28th EEG-T. 

Lieutenant 28th Eegiment. 

Eossmore House, Ballingarry, Se^f ember 29th, 18S9. 150 , 


About half past one o^elock the Enemy^s Column^ which 
believe to have consisted of four Battalions^ advanced 
nearly in front of the 79th, but rather to its left, and to 
the direct right of the 28th, Kempt^s Brigade was then 
moved up to the hedge, gave a very steady volley into the 
Enemy^s Column, and charged (after having crossed the 
hedge) while the Enemy, who were in great confusion, 
attempted a deployment to their right, but which they 
were unable to complete, and got into great irregular 
bodies. 

It was at this moment that the Heavy Brigade came 
up, when the 28th wheeled by sub-divisions to its right 
and made way for the Dragoons, who passed through the 
intervals ; but as the latter came up in most regular order, 
there was in some cases not room for a Troop to pass 
through, and I perfectly recollect a Squadron of the 
Royals inclining considerably to its left to clear our left 
wing, which, after crossing the hedge, became separated 
from the right, and some way down the slope encountered 
a Column of the Enemy on its own left ; but whether this 
was a reserve Column or a portion of the Division which 
was beaten at the hedge and re-formed again, I am unable 
distinctly to say. My impression is that it was some of 
the beaten Column, as the Dragoons passed on to engage 
a large reserve Column which was coming on, but still 
lower down the hill, leaving the left wing of the 28th 
closely engaged with the Column in its own immediate 
, [front]., „ 

The Column which was charged by the Royals was 
broken, and the greater part of both taken prisoners. 

I do not recollect that the Dragoons charged the 
Column (it was a small one, apparently of not more than 


Waterloo, 

D’Eiion’s 
1st attack 
on Pictou’s 
Division. 

One Column 
directed on 
left of 79tli 
and rigM of 
28th. Brigade 
gave a volley 
into it, 
crossed the 
hedge and 
charged, 
thi’owing it in- 
to confusion. 

Royal 
Dragoons 
came up and 
passed 

through inter- 
vals made for 
them hy 28th, 

A Squadron 
inclined left to 
clear left wing, 
28th. 

The latter 
separated 
from right 
wing, and en- 
countered a 
separate small 
Golumn. 

Royals passed 
on, and 
charged a 
large reserve 
Column, and 
Broke it. 

G-reater part 
of both 
Columns 
taken , 
prisoners. 


350 


WATEBLOO LETTBliS. 


2St:H''. Regiment. 


number of the 
French upon 
being charged 
by Royals, 
threw down 
their arms. 

Left wing of 
28th followed 
Royals dowm 
the hiU, and 
assisted in 
securing 
about 1,000 
prisoners. 

Officers of the 
28th wounded. 


two Battalions) whieh the left wing* of tlie 28tli enoomitered 
after its separation from the right wing, but I distinctly 
saw them charge the heavy Reserve Column and break it. 
The greater number of the French threw down their arms 
when broken by the Cavalry. 

The left wing of the 28th followed the Royal Dragoons 
some distance down the slope of the hill after their success- 
ful charge, and assisted in securing about 1,000 prisoners, 
whom they guarded to the rear of the hedge, and rejoined 
the right wing, which they found already formed about 
eighty paces to the rear of the hedge. 

Lieutenants Clarke and Gilbert were seriously (the 
former mortally) wounded, after crossing the hedge. 
Captain Kelly and myself were not wounded until late in 
the evening, so that I never quitted my Company for a 
moment, and had ample opportunity of observing all the 
movements which took place. 


Believe, &e., 

John Willington Shelton, 


H.P. 


28th Regt. 


151. 

Waterloo. 
D’Erlon’s first 
attack on Pic- 
ton’s division. 

Frencli 
■Goiumn at- . 
tempted to 
deploy. 

2Stb poured 
, inu volley, \ 
sprang over 
the hedge and 
charged. 
Column, fled. .. 

The two wings 


CAPTAIK W. F. B. MOUNSTEYEN. 

Ensign 28tk Regiment. 

TO MAJOB EIACH, 79tH HIGHEANDEBS. 

Manchester, August IMi, 1839. 

MyDeabRiach, — . 

The 28th was lying a short distance behind the hedge 
when the Enemy^s Columns were put in motion. When 
they had advanced pretty near, we were moved up to the 
hedge, and on our reaching it found a French Column 
attempting to deploy at probably thirty or forty yards on 
the other side. We then poured in our fire, sprung over 
the fenee, and charged. The Enemy ran before we could 
close with them, and, of course, in great confusion. 

In advancing in pursuit of them the wings of the 
Regiment separated, and I, carrying the King^s Colour, 
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28 th. Regiment,. 

went on with the right wing. When we had proceeded a of 28fcli 
little way we perceived through the smoke another body o£ tS^advance 
troops in column immediately in our fronts which we mis- 
took for some Corps o£ the Allies^ and many of the Officers (I 
amongst the rest) cried out to the meii^ Don^t fire^ they 
are Belgians.'^ 

This caused a momentary check of the wing^ when we Which also 
quickly discovered our mistake by the Enemy making off 
with all speed in the direction of the French position. 

Immediately after this^ when all the force that was immediately 
originally opposed to the 28 th had been driven back in con- 
f asion_, the Regiment was ordered to halt and re-form^ and Dragoons 
almost at the same instant^ as well as I can recollect^ I saw 
a Regiment of Dragoons charge a Column or Square — ^for break it. 
which it was I really cannot tell — and instantly break it. 

I well remember the intense anxiety we felt when we Some of 
saw some of the gallant, but over-rash fellows, without 
stopping to form again, ride on headlong at what appeared out order on 
to me an immensely strong Corps of support in perfect support, Tnd 
order, but which I do not see marked down in the Plan, suffered for it. 
On this Column they, of course, made no impression, but 
suffered some loss, although as far as I could see, a fire sketch drawn 
was opened upon them from only a small portion of it. sfbomet’ in 

The charge on the Square which was broken took accordance 
place some distance in our front, but a little to the left, tion previously 
from which it is evident Sir William Ponsonhy^s Brigade 
must have passed our flanks whilst we had been too busy M. for 
for me to observe them, and pi'ohably the Officer of the 
Royal Dragoons might have seen our wings disunited as he 
passed, and fancied it had been caused by the attack of the 
French instead of the pursuit of them. However, as to 
the right wing being wheeled by sections to the left, 

I can assure you nothing half so regular came within 
my notice. . 

In the sketch annexed the French Column is not only above 
represented as having pierced the 28 th, but as having also 
crossed the hedge. This positively never took place in our 


did not cross 
the hedge in 
front of the 
28th. 
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3‘2j5U Ebgimest. 

Tho Enemy part of the position ; hut, on the contrary, the Enemy was 
routed on his own side of the hedge, in the manner I have 
mentioned. On this point I am perfectly certain, for I 
well reeolleet looking over the hedge the moment before we 
charged, and admiring the gallant manner the Ereneli 
Officers led out their Companies in deploying. 

Believe, &c., 

Wm. P. B. Mounsteven-. 


The 32nd Regiment. 


No. 15.2. 


Waterloo. 


At 7 p.in. 

8 2nd was 
posted hehinrl 
Wavxe road, 
with its 
right on 
Brussels road. 

Enemy 
advanced to 
final attack on 
either side of 
BiTissels road. 


l^osition of 
the Kegiinent 
in the rnorn- 


LIEUT.-COLONEL E. CALVERT, HALE-PAY. 

Majou 32nd Eegiment, 

Utmsdon Souse, Ware, AprillWiylBBB. 

I must proceed as well as I can in answering your 
Queries/ which I have numbered in the order they appear 
in your letter. 

1st. The 32nd Regiment was in line on the crest of the 
hill behind the hedge which was at right angles from the 
road leading from Brussels to Charleroi^ nearly opposite to 
the farmhouse of La Haye Sainte. 

2nd. The Enemy descended from their position in 
columns along the aforesaid road, and on each side 
of it. 


The 32nd Regiment was in Sir James KempPs Brigade 
and in the Division of Sir Thomas Picton. It suffered 
severely in the Action of the 16th at Les Quatre Bras, and 
on the morning of the Battle of Waterloo was posted with 
its right on the road from Brussels to Charleroi, extending 
along the hedge mentioned in my reply to the first query. 
The remainder of the Brigade was to its left, with the 
exception of the Rifle Corps, which, with f a Belgian 
Battalion, covered the front as skirmishers. 
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32xB REGiaiBKT, 

From about bai£-past twelve p.m.j the Brigade had to D’ErWs 
sustain repeated attacks (in one o£ which Sir T. Pictoii was 
killed) £rom.;, I believe^ the entire first Corps of the French Kcton’s 
Army. At about three o^eloek Sir John Lambert'^s Brigade 
(27th, 4thj and 40th) arrived. The 32nd was then formed 
in support, still keeping the ridge, from which it never was 
allowed to move. 

Shortly afterwards it was formed in square, though not 
menaced by Cavahy, following the example of the rest of 
the Army to the right and left of the road. At about five 
o^elock the Duke of Wellington rode up and ordered the 
Eegiment to deploy. Later in the evening (the 27th 
having nearly lost all its men) it advanced again towards 
the hedge until it joined the rest of the Army in its final 
charge. 

I have, &e., 

F, Calveut, 

Lieut.-CoL H.P, 


Division. 


Formed in 
sqmire, though 
not menaced 
by Cavalry. 
Ordered by 
the Duke to 
deploy* 

Later in the 
evening- 
advanced to 
the hedge. 

Joined in the 
final Advance. 


FBOM THE SAME* 

United Service Club, March llth^ 1837. 


Fo. 153. 


The Eegiment marched from Brussels early on the 
morning of the 16th of June, and halted for a couple of 
hours near the village of Waterloo. It then resumed its 
march, and arrived at Quatre Bras about two o^clock. 

It was moved immediately along the Namur chcmss^e 
until it came to the point which I have marked on. the map, 
where it formed line awaiting the approach of the Enemy, 
who were descending in column from the opposite hill. 

When this attacking force had crossed both hedges 
lining the meadow in the bottom, and had commeneed 
ascending our position, the 32nd Regiment poured in upon 
it a heavy fire succeeded by a charge. This the Enemy did 
not wait to receive, but retired with precipitation^ and 
: X ■, 


Quatre Bras. 


Arrived from 
Brussels about 
2 o’clock. 
Took up a 
position on 
Kamur road. 
See Plan of 
Quatre Bras, 
¥o.l. . ■ 

French 
attacked in 
column. 3 Slid 
poured in a 
heavy fire and 
charged. 
Enemy retired 
precipitately. 
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32N'D Begiment.: 


getting 


entangled in 


the hedges 


on 


returning 


S2nd halted, 
and retired to 
original posi- 
tion. 

79tli went on 
still further, 
hut soon 
recalled. 


Similar at- 
tacks renewed, 
and repulsed 
in the same 
way. 32nd 
took up 
ground for 
the night near 
Charleroi 
road. 


to their 

position must have suffered considerable loss. We halted 
and re-formed at the first hedge, when Sir Thomas Pietoii 
desired the Regiment to retire to its original position. 

The 79th Regiment on our left, carried on bj its ardour, 
went on much further, crossed the meadow, and even ven- 
tured to assail the Enemy^’s position. They were, however, 
soon recalled. 

Attacks similar to the above were renewed several times 
during the evening, and always with similar results. After 
the Action was concluded our ground was occupied by some 
(xerman troops, when we moved to our right, and took 
up oiir ground for the night near the high road between 
Quatre Bras and Charleroi. 

On the following day we were the last Infantry that 
left the ground, and retired about eleven o’clock a.m. 
followed by the Cavalry, which had arrived during the 
night. 


I have, &e., 

E. Calvbet, 

Colonel Unattached, late of 32nd Regt. 


No. 154. 

Waterloo. 

32nd on 
right of 
Kempt’s 
Brigade, 

Reduced to 
; BIX divisions. 


D’Erlon’s 
attack on 
Picton, wdieii 
Brigade 


CAPTAIN R. T. BELCHER, HALE-PAY. 

Lieutenant 32nd Regiment. 

Bandon, February 1843. 

Memorandum. 

The 32nd Regiment formed the right of Sir James 
Kempt^s Brigade, the 95th, which on the line of march 
usually formed the right, being detached skirmishing. The 
Regiment was formed into six divisions in consecjuenee of 
its reduced numbers, having suffered severely at Quatre 
Bras. I commanded the left centre division. 

In the second [? first] attack of the French Infantry on 
the left centre of the line, the Brigade advanced in line to 
charge. Immediately on passing the narrow road which 
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ran along our front, the Ensign carrying the Regimental advanced to 

Colour was severely wounded, I took the Colour from him 

until another Ensign could be called. whistle carry- 

Almost instantly after, the Brigade still advancing, and i?fgimental 
the French Infantry getting into disorder and beginning to tJ<=>loiix severe- 
retreat, a mounted [French] Officer had his horse shot under admir taken 
him. When he extricated himself we were close on him. 

I had the Colour on my left arm and was slightly in advance 
of the division. 

He suddenly fronted me and seized the staff, I still re- Gallant 
taming a grasp of the silk (the Colours were nearly new). 

At the same moment he attempted to draw his sabre, to seize it. 
but had not accomplished it when the Covering Colour- 
Sergeant, named Switzer, thrust his pike into his breast, 'Tte Officer is 
and the right rank and file of the division, named Lacy, 
fired into him. He fell dead at my feet. 

Brevet-Major Toole, commanding the right centre 
division at the moment, called out Save the brave 
fellow ; but it was too late. 

RoBEiiT T. Belcher. 

79th Regiment— Cameroh Highlanders. 

CAPTAIlSr : K. J. LESLIE, H.P., 60 th RIFLES. 

Lieutenant 7 9th Highlanders. 

Wiltoiif Corh, 

. . . . No. 155. 

The 79th were on the left of the 4th [6th] Division flanked Waterloo, 
by Hanoverian troops drawn up in line with Artillery in Kempt’s 
front at the north side of the lane, where there was a hedge 
as marked in your plan, the Light Company to which I be- of the 5th 
longed being extended in the lane and in front, together meT9th were 
with other Light Companies of the Division, to cover the 
ArtillerjL which was advanced to bear upon the Enemy in 
their attack. This was our general position during the pian, 
day. The constant fire prevented me from remarking as P* 
much of the movements as I otherwise could have done. 

. . x, 2 . 
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The principal attack upon our Division was that in 
which the French advanced in column, flanked bj Cavalry, 
almost to the Guns. Our charge, supported by the gallant 
Scotch Greys, &c., was conducted with great steadiness, 
and soon put the Enemy to flight, who continued firing over 
their shoulders. 

Nothing could exceed the conduct of the Brunswick 
Artillery upon this occasion. They were in front of our 
Light Company and never left the Guns, but cheered at 
every well-directed shot. The French loss, particularly 
that of the Guards, was excessive, from the well-directed 
fire of our Artillery. 

Daring this attack I observed one of the Scotch Greys, 
who either broke or lost his sword in an attack with one of 
the Cuirassiers, obliged to retreat along the line, pursued 
by his assailant, and when enabled to gain some distance 
from him, secure a sword and return to the attack, cut- 
ting down his pursuer. During this we were in square, 
after the charge, to resist the Cavalry, after which we 
resumed our position. 

This attack was late in the day, and we bad not long 
regained our position when, at the period to which you 
allude, the Enemy in front of us seemed moving forward a 
fresh Column for a simultaneous attack to that on the right 
of our Line. This was checked by the appearance of the 
Se^dnUyof breaking from the wood on the left of our 

the Prussians, position. 


Gallant con- 
duct of one 
of the Grevs. 


The final 
advance of the 
French 
checked hv 


Half of our loss was on the 16th at Guatre Bras. 


Only three 
Officers of the 

79th came I had the good fortune to make one of three Officers who 

vidthit. ^ marched with the Regiment out of action on 18th. 

I have, &e., 

; ^ Kevan J. , Leslie, ; , 

. Capt. 6,0th ' Regt. 
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MAJOR A. FORBES, 79th HIGHLANDERS. 

LiehtenaJs’-t 79th Higheahderis. 

^ Paisley, May 3rd, 1SB7. 

I ndw enclose a short detail o£ the movements of the 
79th on the 16th and 17th of June, which I hope may be 
useful to you. 

I have, &e., 

Alex. Forbes, 

Major 79th Regiment. 

16th June, 1815. 

At ten o^clock on the night of the 15th June the troops 
at Brussels received orders to hold themselves in readiness 
to march at a moment’s notice. About twelve o’clock the 
bugles were sounding throughout the town for the troops 
to assemble, rations were issued for three days, and the 
Division began its march about four o’clock on the follow- 
ing morning on. the road leading to Charleroi. 

Soon after the Division halted in the Foret de Soignies, 
near the village of Waterloo, three leagues from Brussels, 
the Duke of Wellington, accompanied by some of his Staff, 
was observed passing to the front. The soldiers began to 
cook provisions, and an idea pretty generally prevailed that 
we should return to Brussels, from a supposed probability 
of wrong information regarding the Enemy’s force, or that 
his intention had been frustrated by the Prussian and 
Belgian Armies of observation. Before the cooking was 
completed orders were received for the Division instantly 
to resume its march. 

We now for the first time distinctly heard cannonading 
in front, and as we proceeded on our march, under an excess 
of heat and dust through Genappe to Quatre Bras, we met 
on the road a wounded Belgian soldier. Quatre Bras is a 


Ko. 156. 
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farm or hamlet^ seven leagues from Brussels^, eonsisting ot* 
a few scattered houses^ deriving its name from the inter- 
seetion here (nearly at right angles) of the Brussels road 

by that leading from Nivel les to Namur. 

The Column (left in front) halted in the road and piled 
arms in the then order of march for about a quarter of an 
hour. Prom a rising ground at the head of the Column^ 
adjoining the above houses, we had a full view of the 
Enemy, who appeared obliquely to our left at the distance 
of about half a mile, in movement to his front. 

A brisk and extended line of cannonading was at the 
same time perceived in the direction of the Prussian Army 
on the left. A Battalion of Belgians was observed at some 
distance in our front, which had begun to exchange a few 
shots with the Enemy, and to retire slowly on his nearer 
approach. In support of this Battalion the Companies of 
the Rifle Brigade attached to the Division were sent out. 

The 8th and 9th British Brigades then broke off to their 
left, lining the Namur road, the banks of which were here 
on either side considerably elevated. The 79th Regiment 
formed the extreme left of the British Army, and the 92nd 
Regiment the right of the two Brigades in question, being 
posted immediately in front of Quatre Bras. 

Our ground had scarcely been thus occupied when the 
Enemy^s advance appeared. The Light Companies of the 
8th Brigade, to which were added the 8th Company and 
marksmen of the 79th Regiment, were immediately thrown 
out, when the Action commenced. This movement was 
ordered by the Duke of Wellington in person, who was here 
present with his Staff. It was then a quarter to three 
o'^cloek. These troops maintained their situation for an 
hour against the constantly increasing numbers of the 
Enemy, who had by this time displayed a force which ren- 
dered it necessary for the Brigade (28th, 32nd, and 79th 
Regiments) to charge. 

His advanced troops were compelled to retire. But to 
them succeeded fresh Columns of Infantry, with whom the 
Action was renewed. About this time many casualties were 
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caused by the augmented fire of the Enemy and our exposed withdrawn to- 

situatioii. The Brigade was ordered to retire some distance 

towards its former position on the road^ where it could with. 

more advantage meet the Enemy^s approach, a movement 

which was performed with regularity* In the meantime 

the right of the Division was warmly engaged. 

The Royals, 28th, and 42nd Regiments were repeatedly other Regi- 
charged by the Enemy’s Cuirassiers, who were constantly 
repulsed. To a body of these the 92nd Regiment opposed charged by 
a destructive fire, and against a Column of Infantry made 
a gallant and successful charge. who are 

The 79 th Regiment had received orders to form in 
column on the road, and to act as circumstances might re- 
quire. Being afterwards threatened by Cavalry, it formed The 79th form 
and moved forward in square, but without being attacked, are mjt at- 
In short every Regiment, from the sudden and peculiar tacked by 
nature of the attack, seemed to act independently for its 
own immediate defence, a measure rendered still more 
necessary by the Enemy’s superiority in Cavalry, and the 
Regiments being now posted, not at prescribed intervals 
of alignment, but conformably to the exigency of the 
moment, by which each of them was. exposed to be 
separately assailed. 

The Enemy’s Column suffered much from the well- 
directed fire of some field-pieces which had by this time Artillery 
been brought up, and which greatly aided in checking his 
farther advance. 

He had now failed in every attack, and it growing 
dark, the troops of the Division began to occupy their The Brigade 
bivouac for the night on a space of ground in advance of advancroT 
the Wam/nr road and of our original position, within the tlie^Namm 
angle formed by the same road and that leading from piahofQuatre 
Brussels to Charleroi. At 9 o’clock all firing ceased, and Bras, Is 0.2. 
the 79th bivouacked in front of their original position. 

During' the several engagements of this dav the 79th Losses of the 

o 00 ^ 79tii 

lost 1 Staff and 28 rank and file killed; 3 Field Officers, 

6 Captains, 7 Subalterns, 10 Sergeants, and 248 rank and 
file wounded. 
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17tli June. 

At daylight on the 17th we were in full expeetatioii of 
a renewal of the attack ; but a few shots only were fired 
by the pickets. A retreat was ordered at 1 o^loek on 
the Brussels road, and with a view to deceive the Enemy 
during this operation, the Light Companies of the 8th 
Brigade were drawn out at some distance in front. 

The Army continued to retire under an excessive 
hot sun, covered by our Artillery and Cavalry, till we 
had passed Genappe, when it began to rain heavily. The 
Division now halted for about half an hour, and a 
marauder was punished. About dusk we filed off the 
road to our right at the farm of La Haye Sainte, 
halting in cornfields under cover of a rising ground, 
which next day served as a good position. 

From the summit of this ground, and previous to 
entering our bivouac, a few shots were discharged by 
the Artillery of the Division on the heads of the Enemy^s 
Columns as they were seen lining the opposite height ; the 
remainder of the Army occupied the continuation of the 
ridge to our right (as we fronted the Enemy) across the 
Brussels road, the Cavalry of the Army formed in rear of 
Mont-St.-Jean. The Artillery of the Division (in advance 
of which were strong pickets) remained j)osted in our front. 
The left of the Division extended towards Ohain, its right 
resting on the Brussels road. 


A.- ORDIKSHANK, ESQ. ■ • 

In the Banks oi? 79th Highlandehs. 

Manchester, September, 1S39, 

It will afford me very great pleasure indeed should any 
of the circumstances hereafter detailed be found useful to 
you in furtherance of your great work, but having been 
ill the ranks at Waterloo, and of course sufficiently oc- 
cupied in attending to orders, &c., I fear that such 
information as it is in my power to give must be con- 
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si-lered very limited. I shall now, however, proceed, 
according to the best of mj recollection, to describe what 
took place. 

When the 79th were deploying into line at the com- 
meii cement of the Action (they having been previously in 
column) the Light Company, to which I then belonged, 
were ordered out and extended. On our reaching the 
hedge (or nearly so), where the Guns (I think Eogers'^s 
Brigade) were stationed, we passed through the Belgian 
Infantry, who were retiring, and pushed down the slope 
in front of the hedge into the valley, where we were for 
some time engaged with the French skirmishers; but a 
strong Column of the Enemy appearing on the top of the 
opposite ridge immediately in our front, and a second 
Column was at that moment seen advancing along the 
valley to our left, which must have come in contact with 
the 28th Regiment, we were consequently obliged to 
retire, and joined the Regiment on its reaching the hedge, 
when a tremendous conflict ensued between our Line and 
the opposing Columns, which, it has been said, pushed 
themselves so far forward as to reach the hedge ; but I 
can positively assert that the French did not reach that 
point, if I except indeed some few of their sharpshooters 
which came up the hill with the Light Infantry, but were 
quickly driven back. 

At this time I saw, but certainly very imperfectly, a 
forward movement of the French Cavalry on our right, 
and some of the Cuirassiers had actually reached the point 
of the hedge on the main road (and the scene was altogether 
extraordinary), but they were charged I think from the 
right of the road, at, or about the same time that our 
Brigade charged down the slope, and completely routed 
the Enemy^s Columns, when the Cavalry came up, and 
completed what had been so gloriously begun, by gallantly 
charging the flying Infantry and making a great number 
of prisoners. 

At the time the Dragoons passed the line to charge the 
Enemy^s Columns as above, the 79th were in the act of 
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Dragoons re-forming on the French side of the hedge, but not in any 

TStht’ere'^ unusual degree of disorder. I did not observe tbe Artillery 

re-forming. move from their position^ but they might have done so 

unknown to me. They did fire over our heads while 
skirmishing in the valley. The Rocket Brigade were 
stationed I think considerably to our left. 

The 79th. The 79th Highlanders did form square on the slope in 

front of the hedge to resist Cavalry, but which did not 
attacked by however come near us, and whether it was exactly at this 

this period of the action I cannot now call to my memory, 
was later in , . • * • • * 

the day. —E d. Believe, &e., 

A, Ceuikshank. 


The 95th Rifles — 1st Battalion. 


LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR ANDREW F. BARNARD, 
G.O.B., G.aH. 

LiEUT.-CoLONEL .VND BliEY.-CoLONEL, AND K.C.B., IST BATTALION 
95 th Eifles. 


'No. 158. 

Waterloo. 


The Battalion 
at 7 p.m. 


46, Wilton Crescent j November 1834. 

Having received a wound which disabled me, and 
being obliged in consequence to quit the field at about 
three o^clock in the day on the 18th June, 1815, I could 
not venture to return the plan which you forwarded until 
I met with an Officer who could give me exact information 
on the subject, which I have acquired from Captain 
Kincaid, who was on that occasion Adjutant of the 1st 
Battalion of the Rifle Brigade. 

The fire of the Battalion was principally directed at 
the Corps of the Enemy, immediately on the opposite side 
of the Brussels road and above La Hay e Sainte, the other 
Corps of the 5th Division and some of General Lambert'’s 
being occupied in keeping down the fire of those in 
front, and on the ground which rises abruptly with the 
remains of a hedgerow of trees upon it, which was the 
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advaiiee of the 9 5 tlx in the morning. The 27th were 
formed in square at a very short distance in the rear of 
the 5th Division/ and suffered very much from the 
, .Eiiemy^s fire. 

I remain^ &c., 

A, P* Bauxard. 


{Podscrij^t ,) — In the morning the 1st Battalion were 
formed in the same ground as now represented in the plan, 
but with two Companies on the abrupt ground in front, 
with the hedgerow, part of which was cut down, and an 
abatis formed across the road half way up the hill from 
La Haye Sainte, and one Company under Colonel Leach 
being posted in the gravel pit. 

When the Enemy made their first attack, this Company 
was soon obliged to join the others, and although they 
maintained their ground sufficiently to change the direction 
of the Enemy^s Column, they were obliged eventually to 
retire as it passed their left flank, and to join the Companies 
at the hedge, to which the Enemy approached so close tliat 
there could not have been above two yards, if so much, 
between their front rank and that of the Corps opposed. 

A fire ensued, which was very heavy, but of short 
duration, as they began to move off as soon as it was 
possible for such a mass to effect it (IST.B., Sir Thomas 
Picton was killed at this moment), and the charge of 
General Ponsonby^s Brigade, which took place on our left, 
completed their rout. 

Our formation was the same subsequently, and as the 
Enemy advanced afterwards with more caution, and captured 
La Haye Sainte, our advanced Companies maintained their 
ground longer, but the fire from the Enemy^s sharpshooters 
caused us some loss, and, amongst the rest, I was wounded, 
and cannot pretend to give any further account of the 
movements of the Corps further than what is stated pre- 
viously; but I believe the advanced Companies were very 
shortly afterwards obliged to abandon their ground and 
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Companies join the Battalion, and the French occupied it during the 

remainder of the Action. 

ground, which I ought to mention that at the moment of the repulse 
by of the French in the morning', the French Cuirassiers had 

hrciich. advanced so far on the opposite side of the Brussels road as 
to be in our rear, but at the same moment were charged so 
Attack of 2na by one of the Regiments of Life Guards that 

Lite Guards in great confusion, and having got into the 

(Jnirassiers. road carried away the by the rear, though it impeded 

their progress sufficiently to enable the Life Guards to cut 
down a good many of them. 


LIEUT.-COLONEL J. LEACH, O.B. 

Captain and Brev.-Majoii 95th Riii-LES, 

Memorandum. No date. 

Previous to the attack on the 5th Division, I was sent 
in command of two Companies of Riflemen to occupy an 
excavation (from which sand had been dug) to the 

Genappe road and on its left. This was at the base of the 
hillock, on the summit of which the remainder of the 95th 
Rifle. Corps was posted to support the two advanced Com- 
panies. 

The fierce onset of the French with overwhelming num- 
bers forced back my two Companies on the main body of the 
95th Regiment, and this hilloek was also instantly assailed 
in such a manner as to render it impossible for one weak 
Battalion, consisting only of six Companies, to stem the 
torrent for any length of time. We were consequently 
constrained to fall back on the 32nd Regiment, which was 
in line near the thorn hedge which runs from the Genappe 
road to the le/^y and along the front of Picton^s Division. 
We were closely pressed and hotly engaged during the 
S(el Ian, p, 38. movement, and very soon after reachina* the spot 

32xid fire a where the 32nd was m position, a volley and a charge of 

Tcdiey and bayonets caused the French to recoil in disorder and with 
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a heaYj loss ; and it was at this moinent of fire^ snioke^ and charge, 
excitement that the Heavy Cavalry of the Army suddenly lelore 

appeared amongst us^ and instantly charged that Infantry them, 
which the fire and charge of bayonets from Pieton^s The Heavy 

■ ■ ■ ' * — I, lyy* 

Division had previously shattered and broken. charge*' the 

. ■ . ' ' - . . . . ' : retreating 

Hrench ' 
Infantry. 

FROM THE SAME. 

Worthing, Siissex, Novemhei^ 22nd, lS4iO. ]^o. 1611. 

Previous to the second gi'and attack on our Division^, I Waterloo, 
was detached with two Companies of the 95th Riflemen as Detached 
before^ to occupy the excavation near the road, from whence Companies 
gravel had been dug, the remaining four Companies of as before, 
our Battalion occupying the knoll above it. 

I The great effort of the French appeared to he to carry D’Erlon’s 
the farmhouse of La Haye Sainte, and this they were and mptiire of 
enabled to do (in spite of the obstinate and gallant defence La Haye 
of the occupants) in consequence of the ammunition of the 
Germans being expended, and there being no mode of 
supplying them with more. 

This, however unavoidable, was highly disastrous to the Serioiis conse 
troops of Pieton and Lambert, for the French instantly 
filled the bouse with swarms of sharpshooters, whose deadly Lambert’s 
fire precluded the possibility of our holding the knoll and 
the ground immediately about it, and they established also retire to the 
a strong and numerous line of Infantry, extending along wavre*^im{i 
the front of Kempt^s Brigade. and the 

Those Frenchmen, however, /emit down, enxd exposed 
only their heads and shoulders to our fire, and in this jdge in front 
manner the contest was carried on between them and us 
until the General Advance of the whole of the Duke of Plan, No. 2. 
Wellington's Army against the French position imme- 
diately after the total defeat of the Imperial Guards, 

From the time that La Haye Sainte fell into the hands 
of the French until the moment of the General Advance of 
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our Army, tlie mode of attack and defence was remarkable 
for its But I speak mei'ely of what took place 

immediately about our part of the position. 

It consisted of one uninterrupted fire of musketry (the 
distance between the hostile lines I imagine to liaye been 
rather more than one hundred yards) between Kempt^s and 
of Lambert^s Begiments posted along the thorn 
hedge, and the French Infantry lining the knoll and the 
crest of the hill near it. Several times the French Officers 
made desperate attempts to induce their men to charge 
Kempt's line, and I saw more than once parties of the 
French in our front spring up from their hieeling pontion 
and advance some yards towards the thorn hedge, headed 
by their Officers with vehement gestures, but our fire was 
so very hot and deadly that they almost instantly ran back 
behind the crest of the hill, always leaving a great many 
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killed or disabled behind them. 

During this musketry contest, which I firmly believe 
was the closest and most protracted almost ever witnessed, 
some apprehension was entertained that the French would 
endeavour to force their way along the chatmee^ and attack 
the rear of the troops lining the thorn hedge, and on a 
report of the kind being made to me by one of our Officers, 
coupled with a suggestion that a part of the 95th Biflemen 
should be concentrated on the eirtreme rights so as to fire 
into the road, my reply was, The 27th Begiment is in 
square in our rear, having one of its faces looking directly 
into the road, and that Begiment must protect our rear, for 
the French are gathering so fast and thick in om front 
that we cannot spare a single man to detach to the right." 

I 333erely mention this to show in what manner we 
were employed at this period of the day. I concluded also 
that the Begimeuts of Infantry, which were in reserve 
behind us, and (I believe) some Cavalry not far off, would 
have instantly attacked any French force which might 
have menaced the rear of Kempt's Brigade by the chmtssee. 

A very short time (a few minutes only I think) before 
Picton's Division joined in the General Advance against the 
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Frencli position; the French suddenly evacuated the farm- General 
house of La Haye Sainte and the ground near it; and 
retreated in haste ; and this; I conclude; was in consequence 
of the total repulse of the Imperial Guards; and the 
forward movement of a part of the Duke of Wellington’s 
right wing.' 


Advance the 
Rrench evacu- 
ate La Hayt) 
Sainte and 
ground near it. 


Believe me; &e.; 

J. Lbach. 


CAPTAIN J. KINCAID, LATE EIFLE BRICADE. 

Lieutenant and Adjutant 1st Battalion 95th Rifles. 

Bridewell KospUal, London, May 2nd, 18S9. ]N'o, 161. 


On the first attack of D’Erlon’s Corps at Waterloo. 

The Reserve of our Battalion was not m the Wavre 
road; but immediately behind the second hedge; with our 
right literally resting on the Namur [Genappe] road 
within two or three yards of the brink of its steep bank. 
The front hedge was a very imperfect one, showing merely 
a bush here and there. 

I had been in the early part of the Action in advance 
with our Companies on the knoll; and cannot speak to the 
precise position of Kempt’s Brigade; nor whether any space 
was left between the right of the 32nd Regiment and the 
Namur [Genappe] road for our Reserve to fall back into. 
All I remember is that his line seemed to stand about fifty 
yards from the hedge. 

My recollections of that interesting moment are as 
follows : — 

We had held the knoll longer than prudence warranted 
with the Enemy already round both flanks, and we were 
consequently obliged to make the best use of our heels to 
get into the position. I had just dashed my horse through 
a gap in the hedge (I was Adjutant) when I observed our 
Reserve beginning to retire. Our two Field Ofificers had 


Ayateiioo. 

L’Erlon’s first 
attack. 

The Reserve 
of the Rifles 
was hehiiid 
the hedgerow 
in front of the 
Wavre road. 

See Plan, 
p. 38. 


Kempt’s line 
about fifty 
yards in rear 
of the hedge 
of the Wavre 
road. 


The knoll on 
the left of the 
sandpit. 

Companies in 
front obliged 
to retire to 
reserve behind 
the hedgerow 
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95tH' Eiples,' 1st Batt.: 

been wounded the instant before, and the next in command 
at the moment, believing it to be intended that he should 


THe Battalion 
beginning to 
retire by mis- 
take to the 
Brigade posi- 
tion, be 
corrects it. 


Tbe Brigade 
advances, and 
tbe whole 
throw their 
fire into the 
Column, and 
charge. 


give tis place to the skirmishers and Join the line, he had 
Just put them in motion for that purpose^ but knowing the 
mistake^ Sir Jas. Kempt having previously informed me 
that he would advance with his line to Join ns as soon as 
necessary j, I called a halt^ and we formed them to receive 
the attack where they then stood, about ten yards from the 
hedge. Sir James Kempt at the same moment advanced 
his Brigade. They did not come quite up to the same 
line with us^ hut I think delivered their fire about twenty 
yards from the hedge. I cannot say whether any part of 
his line overlapped our rear, but it will serve to simplify 
conflicting opinions, to say that we only held a f ron fc of 
three Companies (the skirmishers having doubled in rear 


of the Reserve, there was no time for anything else), so 
that even if the 8 "2nd did overlap our Battalion about 
two-thirds of that Regiment must still have been engaged. 
The Battalion Qur Battalion continued the charge as far as the knoll, but 
as thelbmll.*^^ I do not think the Regiment on our left crossed the Wavre 
road, for although there were a few straggling red coats 
among us, I do not remember seeing any formed body 


near. 


The hedgerow 
with a tall 
tree, whose 
top a French 
round shot 
causes to fall 
on the l^Iedical 
Officers of the 
Battalion. 


I should have thought that the Enemy^s left Column 
could not have gone so much to their right as you have 
drawn it, and that they must have brought up about the 
right of the 79th from the direction I saw them taking, 
when some yards on our side of the knoll, but as tlie 
hedge afterwards hid them from my sight they probably 
edged more away. 

When we first took possession of the knoll, before the 
Battle began, there was almost a hedge of bushes and 
underwood, with a tall tree in the centre, lining the 
abrupt face of it on our side. We cut down most of the 
bushes to form an aiatis across the road, and our two 
Medical Officers took post behind the tree as the most 
secure place for their operations. The tree was a naked 
one \vith a bushy top. One of the first of the Enemy's 
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0OTf£ Eifles, 1st Batt. 

round sliot struck it about two-tbirds up, bringing the 
whole of the bushy part down on their devoted heads and 
nearly smothering them, among the branches. 

I am, &c., 

F. Kincaid, 

Late Capt. 1st Rifle Brigade. 


Pack’s Infantry Brigade. 

The 9th Infantry Brigade consisted of the 1st 
Regiment Royal Scots, 3rd Battalion, the 42nd 
Regiment, Royal Highlanders, the 44th Regiment, 

2nd Battalion, and the 92nd Regiment, High- 
landers. It was commanded by Major-Q-eneral 
Sir Denis Pack, KiC.B., and belonged also to Sir 
Thomas Picton’s Division. 

On the arrival of the Division at Quatre Bras, 

Pack’s Brigade was posted along the bTamnr road, .S'® Plan of 
with its right adjacent to the houses of Quatre No! i. 
Bras. 

When tbe Division advanced against the Enemy, 
as stated on page 344, the 92nd Highlanders were 
oi'dered to continue to line the portion of the road 
next to Quatre Bras. The 42nd Highlanders and 
44th Regiment moved forward across the cornfields 
in front of the road to within a very short distance 
of G-emioncourt, and to the left of the Charleroi 
road. 

Here they were suddenly and unexpectedly 
attacked by a portion of the Ereneh Cavalry which 
were pursuing the Brunswick Hussars along the 
ckaimee, and so closely as to be mistaken by 
the two Regiments for Allies. The 42nd nearly 
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succeeded in forming square, but tlie two Com- 
panies of tlie rear face had not time to complete it, 
and a body of Lancers penetrated with them into 
the Square. ' Although they caused some loss, par- 
ticularly in Officers, the Lancers were quickly 
hemmed inside the Square, and either bayoneted 
or taken prisoners. 

The attack on the 44th was still more un- 
expected. The Lancers advanced against the rear 
of that Eegiment still in line, whereupon the rear 
rank was faced about, and it gave the Cavalry such 
a volley, that they fled in confusion. 

Meanwhile, the remainder of the Cavalry which 
pursued the Hussars came under the fire of the 
92nd, which obliged it to take to a precipitate 
flight. 

The 42nd and 44th, in their advanced and 
exposed positions, became the objects of repeated 
assaults by the French Cavalry, and of a heavy 
cannonade during the intervals of these attacks, but, 
though with greatly diminished numbers, they suc- 
cessfullj^ repelled the former. At length Sir Thomas 
Picton brought up the 1st Royals and 28th to 
their relief, as described in page 344. Later on 
the ammunition of Pack’s advanced Regiments 
became so much exhausted that he was compelled 
to apply to Halkett’s Brigade for assistance. Bee 
Ho. 136, page 321. 

The 92nd, still on the Hamur road, next re- 
pelled a considerable body of Cuirassiers which 
advanced along the Charleroi and after- 

wards two Columns of Infantry, which moved 
against them from the Bois de Bossu, charging 
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them and driving them some distance along the 
skirts of the wood. 

At Waterloo the Brigade was posted some General 
distance to the left of Kempt’s Brigade, at first 
about two hundred yards in rear of the Wavre 
road in the following order: 1st Eoyals on the 

right, 4.3nd, 92nd, and 44 til on the left. 

When D’Erlon first advanced against Picton, SeePim, 
the Brigade, excepting the 44th, was lining the 
Wavre road, and the right French Column was 
directed against it, principally against the 93nd. 

The Column pushed on in such a hold and deter- 
mined manner as to cross the hedge of the road 
and throw the Highlanders into some temporary 
confusion. Here the French began to reply to the 
fire of the latter, which, how'ever, was now most 
destructive, and the Brigade received the order to 
charge. 

At this moment the Scots Grreys came up, and, 
passing through and mingling with the 92nd, 
charged the Column, both Regiments mutually 
cheering and shouting, “ Scotland for ever ! ” The 
Highlanders joined in the charge, and assisted in 
the capture of great numbers of prisoners. 

After H’Erlon’s attack had been repulsed. 

Pack’s Brigade was closed to the right on Kempt, 
so as to fill up the gap made by the retreat of the 
Dutch-Belgians. 

Towards evening the Brigade was moved still 
further to the right, and placed in reserve to 
Kempt’s and Lambert’s Brigades, with the excep- 
tion of the 1st Eoyals, who were in the front with 
the latter, and lining the Wavre road. 


1st Soyals. 


No. 162: 


'Watei’loo. 


Succeeded to 
the command 
on Lieut. -Col. 
Campbell 
being 
wounded. 

After the 
morning the 
Kovals were 
notincontigu- 
oils columns 
with the -find. 

Thev occupied 
a position 
more in 
advance than 
shown in the 
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Tlie Brigade subsequently joined in tbe G-eneral 
Advance. 

No. 169 refers to the march on Quatre Bras. 
Nos. 163, 164, 165, 166, 167, and 169 to Quatre 
Bras. 

No. 169 to the retreat on 17th June, and 
Nos. 162, 163, 164, and 168 to lVaterloo. 


The 1st Regiment — Royal Scots — 3e,d Battalion. 

LIEUT.-GOLONEL R. MACDONALD, LATE 35th 
REGIMENT. ' 

Captain and Brevet-Major 1st Koyals. 

Boutlisea House, near Portsmouth. Leceniber 29th, 1838. 

I have the honour to address you on the subject of your 
Guide to the Model of the Battle of Waterloo at a 
quarter past 7 p.m. 

At the Battle of Waterloo I was Captain and Brev.” 
Major in the 3rd Battalion Royal Scots. I was present 
with it on the 16th, 17th, and on the 18th, until nearly 
the close of the Action-^perhaps eight o^clock in the even- 
ing, when I fell wounded and was carried off the field. 

Lieut.-Colonel Campbell, Major in the Regiment, com- 
manded the Battalion, and upon his being w^ounded, 
between twelve o^cloek and two p.m., or thereabouts, I 
succeeded to the command, and retained that command 
until carried off the field. I regret to observe that by 
No. 41 of ^^The Guide the 3rd Battalion is erroneously 
placed, for on the 18th, after the morning, it was never in 
contiguous column with the 42nd j it was moved from, the 
left to the j)osition it occupied the whole of that afternoon, 
having no troops in its front but the Ikench, a position 
more in advance than is stated in No. 41, where the Royals 
suffered severely from a little rising ground, rather in its 
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front and on its right; where Lieut.-Colonel Campbell was 
wounded; where I succeeded to him; and where I remained 
with the Battalion until carried off the field wounded, late 
, in the evening., , ^ 

Having served in the Eoyals from early of the year 
1803 until 1823; seen much service with the Regiment, 
and obtained the Brevet rank of Major for services at St. 
Sebastian in the 3rd Battalion, I naturally am warmly 
interested in my old Corps, and I feel very desirous that it 
should be placed, in your extremely ingenious and hand- 
some Model of the Battle of Waterloo, in the position it 
occupied on that memorable day. 

The returns of killed and wounded will show how 
severely the 3rd Battalion Royal Scots suffered in that 
Battle. 

I have, &e., 

R. Macdonald, 

Lieut-Colonel, late of 35th Regiment. 


FROM THE SAME. 

Soidhsea House, near Portsonoiith, Fehmary 14ith, 1839 . 

At or about three o^clock p.m. on the 16th, upon 
Pieton^s Division arriving at the top of the hill just above 
(iuatre Bras, where it halted for a short time, the 3rd 
Battalion Royal Scots was moved away from Pack’s 
Brigade to the left of the high road, and formed in column 
at quarter distance ; moved down a slope to the cross road, 
and there formed in line under the immediate direction of 
Sir Thomas Picton and Sir James Kempt. The French 
were then coming on in force, and the Royals were ordered 
to advance and attack. They did so, suffering severely 
both in Officers and men killed and wounded, but succeeded 
in completely repulsing and driving back the Enemy 
through several fields of very high corn. 

After this it was again formed in column, quarter 
distanee, and joined the 28th Regiment also in column, 


1st EoViLS. 

Model, and 
suiffered 
se%"erely from 
tlie fire of the 
Frencli troops 
on the high 
ground in 
front of the 
■ Wavre road. 
Wounded late 
intheeTening. 


No. 163. 

Quatre Bras. 


Plans of 
Quatre Bras. 

The Royals 
moved from 
the Brigade 
down to the 
Mamur road 
and formed in 
line. 

Advance and 
attach the 
French sue- 
cessMly, hut 
sufier, , 
severely. , 

Joined the 
28 th in 




1st Eoyals. 

columiij and 
moved for- 
■vvard against 
a body of Cav- 
alry, The two 
Regiments 
form one 
square and 
heat oif the 
Cavalry. 

Royals form 
line again. 

At dusk 
rejoin the 
Brigade. 


On the 17th 
the Battalion 
is praised hy 
Sir J. Kempt 
for its gallant 
conduct the 
previous day. 


Waterloo. 

B’Erlon’s 
1st attack.. 


.B’Erlon’s 
2nd, attack. 
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moved forward to tlae front and right towards a large body 
of Frencli Cavalry^ accompanied by Sir Thomas Pieton and 
Sir James Kempt. Halted and formed in square (the 
Royals and 28th), having these two General Officers in its 
centre; this Square was charged several times^ but no 
impression was made on it, and the Enemy were repulsed 
with great loss. We then formed line, and remained until 
nearly dark, when we were ordered to retire and rejoin our 
Brigade, In so doing we passed through the troops, 
Cavalry and Infantry, who had come up in the interval 
Sir Thomas Pieton passed the greater part, if not the whole, 
of the night (16th) in the field, within a few yards of the 
Royal Scots. 

On the 17th Sir James Kempt called together the 
remaining Officers of the 3rd Battalion, and was pleased to 
express to them his high approbation of their gallantry and 
conduct, and of that of the men, in the Action of the pre- 
vious day. But except retiring with the rest of the 
Division to the position of Waterloo, our rear being pro- 
tected by the Cavalry, we had no more to do on that day. 

Respecting the grand attack of the 18th on Pietonls 
Division when that General was killed, I am of opinion 
(but I did not refer to my watcb) that it took place at an 
earlier hour than about two o^clock. The 3rd Battalion was 
in close column, and I, being Captain of the Light 
Infantry Company, was with it at my post in theh'ear, the 
Column being right in front, therefore could not distinctly 
see whether the Regiment was at all covered in its front ; 
but 1 believe it was the Royal Dragoons and the Scotch 
Greys who passed us (I think) hy the left of our Column 
to charge the French Infantry, which they did most 
gallantly, and on their return, with a large number of 
prisoners, we cheered them. 

After this the Royal Scots were moved forward to the 
hedge you mention, ordered to form line and lie down. 
The Enemy came on in a most gallant manner, extended in 
skirmishing order, spreading on our front and right. Sir 
Denis Pack, addressing me, said^ Do you think you can 
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hit those fellows from here? “’h I replied, ''No, hut more 
to the right I think they could/'’ The Light Company 
were then ordered out to skirmish {see N.B.). They were 
soon called in, the Battalion formed into open column, and 
mG¥ed to its right, under a heavy fire of cannon, to the 
position I mentioned to you in my letter of December 29 th. 

I do not know where the other Regiments of PacFs 
Brigade were moved, but a considerable time afterwards, 
seeing Sir Denis Pack approach, I, being in command, at 
the request of the Officers, and seeing we were so much 
reduced, went to him to ask our being relieved for a short 
time, but he gave me no answer. Upon looking round I 
saw the 42nd in column considerably in our rear in 
reserve. I recognised them by their bonnets and red 
feathers, but the other Regiments near or with them I 
could not. 

About the time we discerned the Prussians coming on 
from the left, part of the 92nd Highlanders came up to our 
right; the 28th were then on our immediate left. 

I beg to call your attention to the returns of killed 
and wounded on the 16th and 18th. I doubt if any 
Infantry Regiment there suffered more severely than the 
3rd Battalion Royal Scots. 

I have, &c., 

R. Macdonald, 

Lieut. -Colonel, late 35th Regiment. 

N.B. — My only remaining Subaltern — the other two 
having been wounded on the 16th — lost an arm close to me, 
the Lieut. Lane who died Barrack Master of Clonmel. 


1st EoYilLS. 


The Battalion 

suft’ered 

severely.. 
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The 4£nd Kegiment — Eoyal Highlanders.- 


ITo. 164. 

Quatre Bras. 
Bee Plan. 


42nd in corn- 
field in front 
of the Namur 
road. 

Porined 
square when 
attacked by 
Cavalry. 
Rc^tired in 
square fol- 
lowed by the 
Cavalry. 


Formed line 
again and 
advanced, he 
thinks. 

Loss of 
Officers. 


Waterloo. 

In. 'dose 
column of 
Reginionts, 

Column 
moved twice 


OOLONEL J. CAMPBELL, G.B. 

Cj^ptaik and Brev.-Major 42ni> Highlanders. 

TO MAJOE-GENEEAL SIR GTTY CAMPBELL, BAET. 

Liverpool, March l^th, 1838. 

My Dbae Gby^ ■ , . 

When the 42nd first halted on the road from Brussels^ 
it was close to some houses on the left. We moved forward^ 
and soon after turned off to the left and formed line^ facing 
as I have marked on the Plan. I think we were under the 
rising ground^ which I suppose must have been the corn- 
field with some houses on our right ; soon after we were 
attacked by the Cavalry. We formed square and had some 
fighting. After we retired in square^ still followed by the 
Cavalry, we halted close to a large farmhouse with a wall 
round iL and were ordered to lay down. The Artillery 
were immediately behind on a rising ground^ and were 
firing over us. It was Sir John Elly who told us to lay 
down. 

We formed line, and, I think, advanced, and remained 
at ordered arms. Many OjQBcers were standing together. 
Two [were] mortally wounded, and others slightly. \^ou 
may recollect Gordon, he was shot through the head and 
lived till next morning. At that time I don^t recollect the 
Regiments near to us. You say the 92nd were in our rear 
on the road when we were in the cornfield; in that case, we 
must have fronted different from what I now suppose. As 
to the position of the Enemy, they appeared in different 
Columns ^vith an advance of skirmishers. I doii^t par- 
ticularly recollect the white house. 

When we retired on the 17 th and took up our position at 
Waterloo on the 18th, we were in close column of Regiments . 
Wemoved dmect to the right, column at half or quarter dis- 
tance, and returned to the same ground. This movement I 
think we repeated twice, and were under the fire of the 
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42n'd 


Highlanders. , 


Preneli Artillery tlie whole time. Towards 
formed three or four deep and advanced. The Prussian 
Cavalry passing through the intervals, perhaps more than a 
section thrown back, we were not particular as to the exact 
pivot men, any number according to circumstances. On 
the 16th, after dark^ the French occasionally fired some 
Guns.. , , ' . ■ . , * " . .. ■ . ... 

Yours affectionately^ 

J. Campbell. 


to the right 
and hack 
again, under 
French 
Artillery ..fire. 

Formed four 
deep, and 
j oined in 
General 
Advance. 


Opened out 
sections to let 
Prussian 
Cavalry pass 
through. 


SERGEANT ALEXANDER McEWEEN, 
42to highlanders. 


Memorandimi. date. 

The 42nd were not a quarter of an hour in the field 
before they were charged by the Lancers. They must have 
been at the time a little in advance of the Namur road^ 
expecting the remainder of the Brigade to form upon them. 
The 44th moved up to the left instead of the right of the 
42nd^ its proper place. A few skirmishers were out in 
front. Lancers appeared approaching quietly as if re- 
connoitring. 

Sergeant McEween said to his commanding Officer, 
Those are French Lancers. The latter replied, No, 
they belong to the Prince of Orange ! Sergeant McEween 
said he was sure they were the 3rd French Lancers, whom 
he had formerly seen when a prisoner of war. Proposed to 
fire at them to see what notice they would take of the shot. 
He fired, and they immediately advanced against the 42nd. 
The skirmishers ran in with the cry, Square, Square, 
French Cavalry 

The Lancers overtook two Companies in the act of com- 
pleting the Square. Several of the 42nd were cut off, but 
a portion of the Lancers became hemmed inside the Square 
by the remainder of those t\vo Companies, and were in- 
stantly bayoneted. 

and advanced. The 79th 


No. 165. 


Quatre Bras. 

42nd imme- 
diately 
charged by 
the French 
Lancers. 


Thej" were in 
advance of the 
Kamux' road, 
and to the 
left of the 
Chaideroi 
road. 


He recognised 
the Lancers as 
the 3rd 
French, fired 
at them, and 
they immedi- 
ately at- 
tacked. 


The Brigade formed line 


skirmishing down by the ditch and hedges in front of tlie 


The Square 
was not com- 
pletely 
fonned, and 
some Lancers 
got inside, 
and were 
bayonetod. 
Brigadt 
advanced. 


m 
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■ '44th Regimekt. 
Heavy fire 
from French, 
slvirmishers, 
and cannonade 
from their 
lieigiits. 

Retired and 
formed square 
on perceiving 
their Cavalry. 

Effect of 42nd 
fire on French 
Cavalry. 

Alternate 
forming of 
line and 
square. 


French position. A great fire from the close skirmishers^ 
and cannonade from the French heights. Retired on 
perceiving the French Cavalry, and formed scpiares. 

The French Cavalry wore blue cloaks. The 42nd 
observed that the only effect produced on them by their 
fire was to make the French Dragoons reel back a little 
in their saddles. A cry was raised, They are in armour. 
Fire at their horses ! There was constaut repetition by 
each Regiment of deployment into line and re-formation 
of square. Sergeant McE ween was wounded down at the 
ditch. 


The 44th Regiment — 2nd Battalion. 


No. 166 . 

Qaatre Bras. 

The charge of 
the French 
Lancers upon 
the rear of 
the 42nd and 
44th. 

The Lancers 
were not 
recognised as 
French, cx- 
co|.)t by the 
old soldiers 
'who tired on 
them. 

When their 
fire was 
stopped, the 
Lancers 
charged the 
rear of the 
line, and 
through the 
centre. 
aSVc' next 
letter. 

One Lancer 
made a dash 
at the Colours, 


COLOKEL G. O’MALLEY, C.B., 88th REGIMENT. 

Majob, .iND Brev. -Lieut. -Colonel 44th RiiiGiMENT. 

For'ismO'Uth, May lOiJi, 1837. 

I have the most full and perfect recollection of the 
charge made at Quatre Bras by the Preneh Lancers upon 
the rear of the 42nd and 44th Regiments soon after they 
got clear out of the tall rye and were in line. These 
Lancers passed on our right flank in pursuit of the 
Brunswickers, so close that they actually were considered 
as of the same body, though some of the old soldiers of 
the 42nd and 44th appeared to know better, as they opened 
a sort of oblique fire upon them, to check which every 
possible effort was made by desire of Sir Denis Pack, 
and when the soldiers were so influenced by Officers, &c., 
that their fire ceased, these brave French Lancers wheeled 
short round, and to the astonishment of Sir Denis Pack 
and myself, they were close in our rear immediately, and 
through our centre, cutting down several men, as described 
by Lieut. Riddock, before there was a conviction on the 
minds of any but the old soldiers who first fired upon 
them that they were French. One very dashing fellow 
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■ 44th Eegiment, 

charged at the Colours; wounding Ensign Christie; who 
carried one of them; with the lance in the exact manner 
described by Lieut. R.; when Ensign Christie in the 
most cool and praiseworthy manner dropped the flag to 
save it; part of which the Lancer actually tore off and 
possessed himself of; when he was killed; as my recollec- 
tions serve me, by bayonets of the 44th; with which he 
was in a manner taken from his horse by the brave meU; 
instead of having been shot as Lieut. R. states. Indeed 
he might have been shot as well as bayoneted in the 
manner I describe. 

The gallantry of this particular Lancer, the gallantry The gallantry 


wonnding 
Ensign 
Christie, ’w'tio 
carried one o£ 
them, and 
dropped it to 
save it. 

The Lancer 
tore oft* a por- 
tion of it, 
hut was 
bavoueted and 
killed. 


gether, and the 
soldiers of the 42iid 


and coolness of the French Lancers altoj 
great bravery and steadiness of the 
and 44th Regiments; both of which Corps at the time 
were all strangers to me; made such an impression on my 
mind as never has been; nor never can be; removed. I 
have to this hour in my possession the part of the flag 
which the Lancer tore off when he wounded Mr. Christie. 

You say It is not clear from what Lieut. Riddock 
says whether the Regiment was in line or in eolumn 
when charged by the Lancers.^'’ I am quite certain both 
42nd and 44th were in line when charged as described. I 
have a full recollection of the want of ammunition for a 
long time; as stated by Lieut. R.; and of the great and 
distressing loss experienced by the 42nd and 44th in con- 
sequence thereof. I also know that the 44th had very 
considerable loss in Ofiicers and men as well as the 42nd; 
and that both Corps acted together as one Regiment for 
most part of the day under the immediate command of Sir 
.Denis Pack, 


of the Ereiich 
Lancei’Sj and 
also of the 
42ndmid 44th. 


The 42 nd and 
44tli were in 
line when 
they were 
charged. 

Loss from, 
want of 
aininiinition. 


Both Corps 
acted as one 
Beg'iraent, 
under Sir 
Denis Pack. 


Believe; fee.. 

Geo. O^Maixet. 
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LIEUTENANT A. RIDDOOK, HALF-PAY, , 

' 44th regiment. 

Lieutenant 44th Begiment. 

No. 167. Kirkiown of BesJcford, Banffshire, Ajpril 1837. 


(luatre Bras. 


The French 
CaTaky in 
rear of the 
44th mistaken 
for Belgians. 

The 44th in 
line attacked 
in the rear hy 
the Lancers. * 


The rear rank 
faces ahout 
and fires into 
them, so that 
few escaped. 
One Lancer 
mortally 
wonnds En- 
sign Christie, 
and tries to 
take the 
Colour from 
him. 

The latter 
throws the 
Colour to the 
ground, and 
falls on it. 

The Lancer 
is shot. 


At this tiuie several Squadrons of Freiieli Lancers 
had got through between the Squares of the right Brigade, 
and having no reserve to support us, they advanced in 
regular order at full canter in our rear. We from their 
appearance supposed them to be Belgians, from their 
uniform, and having been but a short time in the Action, 
were still keeping the French Army at bay with the 
bayonet, when the 2nd Battalion 44th Regiment were at- 
tacked in the rear by the Lancers, who were slaughtering 
our supernumeraries and our rear rank men. This was a 
critical moment, you may be sure, but with the usual cool 
and characteristic bravery of the 2nd Battalion 44th 
Regiment, the rear rank faced right about and repulsed 
them with great loss. So well directed was the fire that 
few escaped from our rear. 

One of these old grey-headed devils dashed through 
our centre, sending his lance in at the left eye of the 
Senior Ensign, James Christie, down through his face 
until it went through his tongue and iinder the jaw, 
[the Lancer] expecting to carry off the Colours, But no, 
he (Ensign Christie) dashed the Colour down and fell above 
them [? it] . The fellow was shot a few yards in front of 
the Regiment. 

Immediately after this the Regiment retired, and the 
other Regiments of the Brigade, about 50 or 00 paces, 
leaving two Companies, or as many men under the 
command of an Officer as would cover the front of the 
Regiment, keeping up a constant fire on the French 
advanced lines. By this time (four o^clock) our Regiment 
was reduced to a mere skeleton, having lost in killed and 
wounded about 16 Officers, and upwards of 200 men. 
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4tTH Ekgiment. 

It became my duty to command the party in advance Lt. Eiddock 
(the Regiment and Brigade being in squares)^ not thirty an 


yards from the French^ and I 


advance party 

continued in that position front of the 


Sir Denis 
Pack orders 
him. to rejoin 
the Eegiment, 
Conduct of 
the Drench 
Cavalry which 
surrounded 
the Squares. 


until my ammunition was totally exhausted ; the French 

picking my men off as fast as they could load and fire, and “ totaUy 

• * • • ^ ©xtiSLustod 

our ammunition being intercepted by the frequent and 

daring charges of the French Cavalry^ round and rounds 

and in' the rear of our little Squares. I deemed it proper 

to call the attention of the General, Sir Denis Pack, to 

the awkward situation my men and I were in ; his orders 

were to close my men to the centre and join my Regiment. 

I did so in so far, but ere this time a number of 
Squadrons of Freneb Cuirassiers and Lancers were sweep- 
ing the field in the rear, round and round every Square, 
showing no mercy, dashing at and sticking the helpless 
wounded Officers and men that unfortunately lay without 
the protection of the Square. I could compare them to 
nothing but a swarm of bees. 

At this time I and my men were cut off from the He forms four 
Regiment. I instantly formed four deep and charged fha^ges with 
bayonets, the rear rank with ported arms, and fought my 
way through the French Cavalry until I reached the south Cavalry, 
side of the Square of my Regiment. But so hot and 
hard pressed was the Regiment on all sides, that I could 
obtain no admittance, and my ammunition being gone, as 
before mentioned, we had no other alternative than [to] His party lie 
lie down close to the Square, and crave their friendly j)ro- thrSquaS^^ 
tection.- 

The loss of the French Cavalry at this time, w’-as very 
great, in proportion to the [loss of] the British Infantry, 


We were by this time so much reduced in numbers that 
the 4.4tli could only form into four small Companies, -which 
were now commanded by that brave and meritorious 
Officer, Lieut.-Colonel O^Malley, now in command of the 
88th Regiment. The different Regiments of the Division, 
altliough reduced to mere skeletons, kept possession of the 
ground the French occupied at the eommeiieement of the 


Lie lit. -Col. 
Harnerton 
wounded, 
command 
devolves on 
Lieut. -Col. 
<3’Malley. 
Division, 
tKoiigk much 
reduced, keeps 
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Action the whole of the afternoon, never giving [way] one 
iiieh, although repeatedly charged with Infantry and 
Cavalry. 

About six o^eloek we again sustained a dreadful contest 
with a host of Cavalry that threatened total destruction, 
so much so that Sir Denis Pack rode up to the bayonets of 
the 44th with his hat in his hand waving to cease firing, 
when Col. OAIalley called out to us, ^VYou are as brave as 
lions,* attend to my. orders, and we shall .yet repulse 
them.^^ His orders were attended to, and the firing 
iiiereased with double vigour, with. such effect that no 
penetration could be effected by the French Cavalry on 
any point of the British Square. 

The loss the French Cavalry sustained in this contest 
was immense ; several hundreds of men and horses covered 
the groxind all around us. This was the last charge 
made by the French Cavalry on the 5 th Division for the 
afternoon, but [it] was succeeded by a hot and destructive 
fire of musketry and artillery until past eight o^eloek p.m. 


possessiftii of 
the ground oe- 
eiipicd by the 
French in the 
morning. 

Last attack 
Cavalry about 
6 pan. 


Li out. -Col. 
O’Malley had 
only joined 
the lioginiont 
a few days 
before. — Lu. 


(-ireat loss of 
the French 
Cuvalrv. 


I have, &c., 

Alex. Riddock. 


The 92ni) Regiment — Highlanders. 

MAJOR R. WINCHESTER, 92nd HIGHLANDERS. 

Lieutenant 92nd Highlanders. 


No. 168. 


Fort George, November 2Mli, 1834. 


W'atGiloo. the commencement of the Action a Corps of Belgians 

Theirnumbers of from 8^000 to 10,000 men were formed in line in front 
!^ooo.Led. of the 5th Division, but soon after they were attacked and 
their skirmishers driven in on their line, the whole of them 
retired through the 5th Division, and were seen no more 
during the Action. After this the Enemy made several 
severe attacks on the 5th Division. About two or three 
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9 2xi> Highlanders. 

o'clock in the aftemoon a Colmnn between 3,000 to 4,000 B’Erl on’s 1st 

men advanced to the hedge at the roadside which leads 

from the niaio road near La Have Sainte beyond the left ^S'£?<?PIan, 

of our position. Previous to this the 9'2nd had been 

lying down n rider cover of the position when they were 

immediately ordered to stand to their arms, Major-General 

Sir Denis Pack calling out at the same time, 92nd, Another 

everything has given way on your right and left and you 

must charge tjiis Column," upon which he ordered four eyerythinghas 

deep to be formed and closed in to the centre. The Regi- 

ment, which was then within about 20 yards of B^fitians^ad 

Column, fired a volley into them. The Enemy on reaching retired,— E d. 

the hedge at the side of the road had ordered arms, and 

were in the act of shouldering* them when they received 

the volley from the 92nd. 

The Scots Greys came up at this moment, and doubling Charge of tKe 
round our flanks and through our centre where openings EShu^asm'of 
wei’e made for them, both llegiments charged together, thetwo Eegi- 
calling out Scotland for ever," and the Scots Greys Siarge 
actually walked over tliis Column, and in less than three together, 
minutes it was totally destroyed, 2,000, besides killed 
and wounded, of tliem having been made prisoners, and 
two of their Eagles captured. The grass field in which the 
Enemy was formed, which was only an instant before as 
green and smooth as the 15 acx'es in Phoenix Park, was 
in a few minutes covered with killed and wounded^ knap- Appearance 
sacks and their contents, arms, accoutrements, &e., ^fter^he^^^^ 
literally strewed all over, that to avoid stepping on charge, 
either one or the other was quite impossible ; in fact one 
could hardly believe, had he not witnessed it, that such 
complete destruction could have been effected in so short a 
time. . 

Some of the French soldiers who were lying wounded 
were calling out Five VJEmpereur^^^ and others firing 
their muskets at our men who had advanced past them 
in pursuit of the flying Enemy. 

The Regiment was then recalled and formed on its 

^ T -n J3 to their lormer 

foi'mer ground. Soon afterwards the Enemy commenced ground. 


D’Erlon’s 
2nd attack. 
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92xd Highlanders. 

a eannonade and an attack with his Infantiy and Light 
Troops supported by his Cavalry along onr whole linej 

which, continued with little intermission until about the 
time he made his last great effort near La Haye Sainte^ 
during the greater part of which time the O^nd was 
formed in square. 

When the Imperial Guards were advancing at seven 
o’clock p.m. to attack the left centre near La Haye Sainte, 
the 93nd Highlanders, who were then near the extreme 
left of the line, were ordered up to the left of the main 
road near La Haye Sainte. They moved in column at 
quarter distance, and when about half-way between the 
left and the road, a shell fell in the midst of the Column. 
theColnmnon The Companies in rear of it faced about and doubled 
Ho^rfi^de- burst, then faced about again, and 

struotive doubled up to their proper distances from the leading 
divisions without any word of command having been 


92nd moved 
akoiit 7 p.m. 
towards tlio 
main road. 


On arriving 
at tlie left of 
the road, 
found the 
troops there 
engaged in 
driving the 
Enemy from 
the crest of 
the position 
which he had 
gained. 


The firing of 
the Prussiansj 

Eeard. 

Lieutenant 
Winchester 
wounded and 
obliged to 
quit the field. 


Just as we arrived at the left of the road ^ our troops 
were in the act of charging the Enemy and driving them 
from the crest of our position, which he had gained a short 
time before. The rush upon the Enemy was so great that 
it forced them, together with some of our Guns, from which 
they had previously driven our gunners, into a sandpit on 
the left of the road near La Haye Sainte. Upon this the 
Enemy retired in great confusion, lining the opposite side 
of the sandpit, the hedge, and the farm of La Haye Sainte 
with his skirmishers. 

About this time the fire of the Prussians informed us 
of their advance from the wood upon the Enemy near 
Planchenoit. Soon after this I was wounded and obliged 
to quit the field. 

I have, &e., 

■; Egbert .WiKCHESTBE, ' . y , ■ . 

■ Major .9:^nd llighlaiiders. . 
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92nd Highlandeks. 


FEOM THE SAME, 

3, IJ^pper Bean Terrace, Fdinibuvgli, March 2nd, 1837. ITo. 169. 

Agreeably to my promise^ I send yon a sketcE o£ tlie 
position of tbe troops at Quatre Bras on June 16th^ 181 5j 
and a memorandum of the operations of the 92nd High- 
landers on that day and the one following. 

Believe, &c., 

RoBEET WiNCHESTm 

Memorandum of the mareli of the 92nd Highlanders 
from Brussels to Quatre Bras on June 16th, 181 5, and their 
operations on that day and the day following, 

Edinhiirgli, Fehniary 2^th, 1837. 

The troops in Brussels got under arms between nine 
and ten o^elock on the evening of June 15th, 1815, and 


remained upon their private parades until a little before 
daybreak, when, the 5th Division assembled in the park, 
where several days^ biscuit was served out to the troops, 
and about sunrise they proceeded upon the road which 
passes through the Forest of Soignies, and were halted upon 
the skirts of it opposite to the village of Waterloo. While 
we remained there the Duke of Wellington passed on his 
way to Marshal Bltieher^s headquarters at Ligny. 

Soon after the men had done their cooking and had got 
their breakfasts the Division moved on Quatre Bras, where 
it arrived between two and three o^clock in the afternoon. 
About the time the leading Regiments arrived at Quatre 
Bras, the Enemy were driving in the Duke of Brunswick^s 
Corps and some Belgians who had been pushed on as far as 
the village of Prasne, the Enemy at the same time 
endeavouring to turn their left flank. Our Division in 
consequence, and without halting, was ordered immediately 
to deploy to their left to repel this attack, and were at the 
instant engaged with the Enemy in the wheatfields. 


16tli June, 


Harcli to 
Quatre Bras. 

Baring a halt 
at Waterloo 
tlie Duke 
Xmsses on his 
way to see 
Bliiclier. 

Quatre Bras. 

Arrived be- 
tween 2 and 
3p,m. 


Picton’s Divi- 
sion was 
immediately ' 
deployed to 
tbe left of 
Quatre Bras, 


!r- 


■' i 

■'? I 




z 


and 'engaged 
witli tlie ■ 
Enemj’-. 

>SVr Plan of 
(iuatre Bras. 
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Somehow or other^ the 92iid was the last Eegiment of 
the Division which reached Qiiatre Bras^, and consequently 
must have been out of its natural order in Brig'ade ; but 
why it happened to be so I cannot explain^ but I have heard 
it said that it was ordered by the express desire of the 
Duke of Wellington to take up its station at Quatre Bras. 
The Division marched on this place left in front. 

On the arrival of the 9Snd at Quatre Bras^ Lord 
Wellington then desired Colonel Cameron to form line 
upon the road^ with his right resting on the houses at 
Quatre Bras. His Grace took his station on foot, with 
his Staff, at the left of the Regiment. By this time the 
whole of the rest of our troops were warmly engaged with 
the Enemy. They then opened a cannonade on his Grace, 
his Staff, and the 92nd from several Guns posted upon the 
heights at the side of the road leading to Charleroi. The 
Duke ordered the Regiment to lie down under cover in 
the ditch, which was in our front at the edge of the road, 
which he and his Staff did also close to our left. 

The French Cuirassiers soon after this, under cover of 
their Guns, came charging up the fields in front of the 
Regiment, tit line. Lord Wellington, 

who was by this time in rear of the centre of the Regiment, 
said, 92nd, donT fire until I tell yoiV and when they 
came within twenty or thirty paces of us, his Grace gave 
the order to fire, which killed and wounded an immense 
number of men and horses, on which they immediately faced 
about and galloped off. 

Shortly afterwards they formed again, and, accompanied 
by a body of Light Dragoons, charged up again in our 
front. They were all allowed to come within about the 
same distance as before, when we fired as formerly, and the 
same result was effected, causing great loss to them in 
killed and wounded. At this time a French Officer of Light 
Dragoons, thinking his men were still following him, got 
too far to be able to retire by the way he had advanced, 
galloped down the road in the rear of our Regiment. The 
Duke of Wellington observing him, called out, ^^ Damn it. 


The Duke 
ordered the 
9 2nd to form 
line on the 
Namur road, 
with its right 
on the 
(iuatre Bras 
houses. 

In conse- 
quence of the 
French 
cannonade, 
the Duke 
ordered the 
92 nd to lie 
down in the 
ditch of the 
road, and did 
the same with 
Ms Staff. 

The 

Cuirassiers 
charge the 
92nd still in 
line. The 
Duke gives 
the order when 
to fire. 

Great loss of 
the Cavalry, 
which faced 
about and 
g*alloped off’. 

llie French 
Cavaby 
charge again, 
with a similar 
result. 

Incident of a 
French Officer 
trjing to es- 
cape by the 
rear of the 
92nd. The 
Duke directs 
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92iid^ will you allow tliat fellow to escape?^-’ Some of the 
men turned immediately round, fired, killed his horse, and 
a musket ball at the same time passed through each foot 
of the gallant young Officer. I was afterwards billeted 
with him in the same house at Brussels for six months, and 
then went with him to Paris, where I receiyed much kind 
attention from him — ^Monsieur Burgoine— and his family. 

The Regiment was soon again charged by two other 
Columns of Cavalry, supported by two Columns of Infantry. 
We fired on the Cavalry when they came within the usual 
distance, and dispersed them with great loss. The Duke 
then said, ‘'^Now 92nd, you must charge these two 
Columns of Infantry.'’^ We instantly leaped over the 
ditch, headed by Sir Edward Barnes and other Officers 
of the Duke’s Staff, and Colonel Cameron. We drove 
them in an instant behind some houses and garden walls, 
where they ran for shelter, from which we also speedily 
drove them. Here Colonel Cameron received his mortal 
wound, on which he lost the power of managing his 
horse. The animal turned round and galloped with all 
his speed along the road until he reached Quatx'e Bras, 
where Colonel Cameron’s groom was standing with his 
led horse. The horse then suddenly stopping, pitched the 
Colonel on his head on the road. 

Following them across the Charleroi road, we continued 
to drive them before us for a considerable distance along 
the skirts of the wood situated to the right of Quatre Bras, 
and in the angle of the roads which led to Nivelles and 
Charleroi. During our advance the Enemy kept upon us a 
heavy caiiiionade, but when we had got as far as the elbow 
of the wood, we retired into it. As the Enemy was making* 
a disposition to charge us with Cavalry, we maintained our 
position there until we were relieved by the Guards in the 
evening. We were then ordered to retire through the wood, 
and form behind the houses at Quatre Bras, where we 
remained all night, and cooked our provisions in the 
cuirasses which had belonged to the French Cuirassiers 
whom we had killed only a few hours before. 

:,'Z 2 


Highla:xdeiis. 

their attention 
to him. 


The 92jid 
charged again 
hy Cavalry, 
supported by 
Infantry. 

After dis- 
persing the 
Cavalry, the 
Bake told 
them to 
charge the 
Infantry. 

The 92nd 
drive the In- 
fantry before 
them. 

Col. Cameron 
receives his 
mortal wound. 


92nd drive the 
Infantry a 
considerable 
distance along 
skirts of Bois* 
de Bossii. 
Exposed to a 
heavy 
cannonade, 
and menaced 
by Cavalry, 
retires into 
wood. Ee- 
inains. there 
until relieved 
by the Guards. 
Cooked pro- 
visions 'in,, 
cuirasses of , 
slain French. 
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Great losses In these operations the 92 ik 1 lost four Officers killed, 

of the O-nd. Cameron and another Officer mortally wounded, and 

upwards of one-half of the rest of the Corps killed and 
wounded. Sir Thomas Picton, to whose Division we 
belonged, on returning to the rear in the evening after the 
Action was over, not knowing then that we had been 
engaged till he saw the remains of the Regiment, when he 
inquired what this was, he was told it was the 92nd, on 
which he asked, Where is the rest of the Regiment ? 
Brevet Lieut.-Colonel Mitchell being wounded soon after 
Colonel Cameron was, the command of the Regiment 
devolved on Major Donald McDonald, which he held 
during the remainder of the Action, and on the two days 
following. 

During this night, the 16th, and the following morn- 
ing, the Duke of Wellington's Army was concentrated at 
Quatre Bras. Previous to our advance it was reported in 
Brussels that Napoleon had equipped a body of horsemen 
in armour impervious to musketry, and would consequently 
break all our Squares of Infantry, But so far from this 
being the case, I observed on going over the Field of Battle 
on the morning of the 17th, that our musket balls had not 
only gone through the front plate, but the man'^s body and 
also the plate of armoury behind. 

I understood, after Bltieher had been defeated at Ligny 
on June 16th, that it was so arranged that he was to take 
up a position at Sombref, where he would have been in 
communication with the left of the Duke of W^ellington’s 
Army, But on the morning of the 17th, when the Duke 
sent a patrol of Cavalry to communicate there with 
Blucher, it was found to be occupied by the Enemy, and no 
one then in our Army had the most distant idea -what had 
become of Bltieher and his Army. At this unexpected 
intelligence the greatest consternation pervaded the whole 
of the Duke^s Army. About this time it was ascertained 
that Hajjoleon that Napoleon was moving several large bodies of troops to 

was moviDg 


Pre\"ious re- 
ports in 
Brussels as to 
Napoleon’s 
Cavalry. 

Lieut. Win- 
chester found 
cuirasses 
pierced by 
musket balls 
through both 
breast and 
back plates, as 
well as the 
man’s body. 

17th dune. 
Bliicher’s sup- 
posed position 
at Sombref 
found to be 
occupied by 
the Enemy. 

Apprehen- 
sions in the 
Duke’s Army. 
Ascertained 


troops on the 
Allied left. 


our right [? left] . 

After the Duke had heard 


that Bltieher was not to be 
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found at Sombref, I saw Ms Grace witb the Prussian or 
Austrian Envoy/ 1 forget which^ who was attached to his 
Grace's Headquarters/ with his hands in his pantaloon 
pockets^ pacing quickly backward and forward^ now and 
then suddenly stopping, talking to the Envoy very loud 
and with much animation. 

Between seven and eight o'clock on the morning [of 
the] 17th, the Duke had received intelligence that BIticher 
was retiring with his Army on Wavre/ on hearing which 
his Grace immediately put his Infantry in motion to take 
up a new position upon the heights near Waterloo, and in 
front of the village of Mont-St.-Jean. The 92nd formed 
the rear guard to the Infantry, the Cavalry of Lord 
Uxbridge covering the movements of the whole. 

On the arrival of the 92nd near the house of La Belle 
Alliance, we were I'elieved by a Corps of Foreign troops^ I 
believe they were the Duke of Nassau's. Before we reached 
our place in position, the Enemy were on the heights at La 
Belle Alliance cannonading us, and his Cavalry and 
Infantry were then engaged with our advanced troops. 
Shortly after this the pickets were posted, and the firing 
ceased on both sides. This must have been between six 
and seven o'clock in the evening. 

RoBEET WiNCHJESTBR, 

Major 92nd Highlanders. 


Lambert’s Ineantry Brigade. 

Tlie lOtli Infantry Brigade consisted of the 4tli 
Regiment, King’s Own, the 27th. Regiment, Innis- 
Mllings, and the 40th Regiment. It was under 
the command of Major-General Sir John Lambert, 
K.G.B. > ■ : ' ; . 

The Brigade arrived at Waterloo on the morn- 
ing of the 18th June, by forced marches from 
Ghent, and was placed in reserve in rear of the 


Highlandbrs. 

The Duke in 
couTersation 
ivith a Foreign 
EriYOy. 


Intelligence 
being received 
of Bliicher’s 
retreat on 
Wavre, the 
Army is 
ordered to 
retire. 

Retreat on tke 
position of 
Waterloo. 


Ses General 
Plan, No. 2. 
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farm of Mont-St.-Jean, and when Ponsonby’s 
Cavalry advanced to charge D’Erlon’s Columns, it 
was moved forward and placed on the left of the 
Brussels road, in rear and in support of Picton’s 
Division. 

About three in the afternoon it was brought 
up to the front line, and stationed with Kempt’s 
Brigade in rear of the Wavre road, and to the 
left of the Brussels chmssee. IJpon the capture of 
La Haye Sainte by the French, and their consequent 
occupation of the knoll and high ground in front 
of the Wavre road, and the advanced position 
of their troops on the other side of the chaussee, 
the Brigade, like Kempt’s, became exposed to a 
most destructive fire. 

Previous to the attack of the Imperial Guards 
on the British right centre, the 4th Eegiment was 
(with the 95th) extended along the front edge of 
the Wavre road, commencing from the chaussee, 
and the 40th (with the remainder of Kempt’s 
Brigade) was deployed behind the embanked hedge 
on the rear side of that road. 

The 27th. was posted in square in the angle 
formed by the two roads, having one face parallel 
with, and close to the chaussee, for the purpose of 
throwing a flank fire on the French Troops, should 
they succeed in advancing further on the opposite 
side of it, as appeared very probable, or of pour- 
ing a close fire into any Column endeavouring to 
penetrate the position by the high road itself. 

The French crowd of skirmishers on the other 
side of the chaussee, seeing this formation of the 
27th, opened such a close and deadly fire on the 


LAMBBBT’S INFANTRY BRIGADE. 


391 

Sir J. Lambert. 

Eegiment, that in a few miimtes it lost more than 
half its numbers. On the defeat of the Imperial 
Gruards, the Trench were speedily driven, and 
hastily retreated, from their positions in and near 
La Haye Sainte, which was taken possession of by 
Lambert’s Brigade together with the 1st Royals. 

All the letters refer to Waterloo. 


LIEUT.-GENEEAL SIR JOHN LAMBERT, G.C.B. 

Majoe-G-enebal and K.C.B., Commanding 10th Infantry Brigade. 

3, Harley Street, December ISth, ISM, IsTo. 170. 


The 6tli Division, agreeable to the General Order dated 
Brussels^ May 1815^ was composed o£ the 10th British 
Brigade and the 4th Hanoverian Brigade^ with the 7th 
British Brigade of Artillery. The 10th Brigade was laying 
at Ghent^and did not receive orders to move until the 17th; 
and various unavoidable circumstances prevented its arrival 
at the village of Waterloo until ten o^clock on the morning 
of the 18th; when it received orders to take up its position 
at Mont-St.-Jean. 

After the Enemy had been repulsed in its first attempt 
on the British line; about twelve o^clock, the Brigade was 
ordered into its position in the line which I have marked 
on the Plan. The formation of the Brigade about the 
period you name (viz.; seven o’clock p.m.) was the right 
Regiment (27th) in square and the other Regiments in 
line; and the Hanoverian Brigade; which had fallen back 
about one hundred yards, in squares of Regiments (4). 

The great effort of the Enemy in his last attack was on 
the right of the road leading from Brussels to Genappe. 
They advanced upon the left in line; but never came up to 
the crest of the position; as they had done in two previous 
attacks. When they commenced retiring on the right; an 


The Brigade 
arrived afc 
Waterloo at 
10 a.m. on 
the 18 th. 

Posted at hist 
at Mont-St.- 
Jean in 
reserve. 

After 
B’Erlon’s 
1st [? 2nd] 
attack was 
moved up to 
the position. , 

At 7 p.m. 
the Brigade 
was in line, 
except the 
27 th in square 
on the right. 

See General , 
Plan, No. 2. 

When the 
Imperial 


Advance. 
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(xuardat- order arrived for the whole Line to advance. They were 

HgM, lyErbn driven ont of the farm of La Haye Sainte by the 6th 

did not Division, and the line was not halted until it reached the 

advance so far ' ^ . 

as in the two Belle Alliance, where it took its position tor the night. 

StTckr Regarding the nature of the ground, it was all arable. 

Brigade joined very deep from the heavy rain that had fallen during the 
mtho General preceding night. On looking at the plaii^ I would observe 
that the road to Wavre from the Brussels road is a sunken 
road, i.e., with high banks and a hedge on either side, and 
also the high road from Brussels to Genappe, in the posi- 
tion, had high banks ; and likewise, after the Enemy got 
possession of the Haye Sainte^ they kept constantly send- 
ing small detachments to a mound close to the intersec- 
tion of the Brussels road to Genappe, which forced the 
Hanoverian Brigade of the 6th Division to fall back, and 
which would have allowed the Enemy to advance if it had 
not been for the Square of the 27th Regiment, as its 
position will point out. This mound should appear, it 
strikes me, as it was so important in that part of the line, 
and so honourable and fatal to the 27th Regiment, which 
kept its formation and lost more men and Officers than any 
Regiment during the day, and would otherwise have 
afforded an opportunity to the Enemy to, have made .an 
impression in a very serious part of the Line. 

I remain, &c., 

John Lambbiit, 

Lieut.-GeneraL 


This was an 
artificial 
mound about 
sixty yards in 
front of the 
hollow way on 
the other side 
of the main 
road, — Ed. 


Se& Note, 
p. 396. 


No. 171. 


.B^’Erlon’s; , 
2nd attack. 


FROM THE SAME. 

2, Harley Street, April 2nA, 183b‘. 

The 10th Brigade did not move to the front lintil after 
the first attack on our left had commenced; therefore I 
cannot speak to the movements of Sir Wm. Ponsonby^s 
Brigade, or Sir Thomas Pieton’s Division, excepting that 
on my Brigade coming up, we found the Division already 
engaged with the Enemy, the bayonets nearly touching. 
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After the Eiieray had been driven back in this attack 
the IGth Brigade remained in front, and the 32nd was 
placed in reserve. The object of the 27th Regiment 
(where I chiefly was) being in square was that its right 
resting on the high road to Genappe, to show a front 
parallel to the road, and offer a flank fire, should the 
Enemy advance on the other side of this road. Regarding 
the Belgians I can say nothing. 

^ W the General Advance was ordered, at half-past 
seven, I do not recollect that the Enemy made any stand 
at the Haye Sainte ; all that could get away retired, 
leaving it full of wounded, and many prisonei's were made 
there. 


4th Begimext. 


Object of the 
27th being in 
square. / 


At the 
General Ad- 
vance the 
Enemy made 
no stand at La 
Haye Sainte. 


I remain, &e., 

John Lambeet, L.G. 

The 4th Regiment — King’s Own. 
MAJOR J. BROWNE, UNATTACHED. 

Lieutenant 4th Begiment. 


Barnes, Surrey, April 21st, 1835. JSlo . 172. 


As for the gallant Regiment to which I had the honour 
to belong, it marched into its position, hcmd placing and 
Colours flying, about half-past eight o^clock iu the morning 
of the 18th. I was a Lieutenant in it at the time, though 
my Company was antedated to January, I was twice 
wounded, though rather slightly, during the early part 
of the day. 

About the period of the Battle selected for representa- 
tion on your Model, I received a severe wound in the head, 
and remained on the field 19 hours, supposed to have been 
killedx At the time I was shot (by Ool. Brooke^s letter 
to my mother) we were marching forward to charge the 
Enemy. The 4th, 27th, and 40th Regiments wex’e in the 
same Brigade under the command of Sir J. Lambert. 


Waterloo, 

The 4tb 
marched into 
position, band 
playing and 
Colours flying. 

Twice slightly 
wounded early 
in the day. 

At 7 p.m. : ^ 
severely 
wounded in 
the head as 
the ilegimeiit 
was marching- 
to charge the 
Enemy. 


'm „ 


WATEBLOO LETTEB8, 


4th Eegiment. 

The 4tlithe 
only Eegi- 
ment present 
which had 
returned from 
the American 
War; Yery 
weak in con- 
sequence. 


The 4tli Regiment being the only Regiment of the 
Ameriean Army which was in the Fields it had very few 
Officers or men^ no Field Officer (as Colonel Brooke com- 
manded the Brigade)^ only two Captains^, one of whom 
commanded the Regiment. • • 

I also fancy that Regimental Officers^ and more par- 
ticularly Company Officers^ have little time or opportunity 
of knowing anything beyond their own Division or 
Brigade^ and that the smoke^ the bustle^ which I fear is 
almost inseparable to Regiments when close to the Enemy, 
and more particularly the attention which is required from 
the Company Officers to their men, intercepts all possibility 
of their giving any correct account of the battles in which 
they may be engaged. 


I have, &c., 

J. BnowNE, 

Major Unattached. 


1 ^ 0 . 173 . 


Waterloo. 


4 th. extended 
for best part 
of day witb 
■■95tb along, 

' Wavre road.' 

, Early in , tbe ■ 
'day 'charged' 
to the hedge- 
;,row. 


MAJOR C. LEYINGE. 

Lieutenant 4th Eegiment. 

Edinburgh^ April 26t7i, 1835. 

Major Levinge presents his compliments to Mr. Siborne, 
and would have answered his letter of the 24tli February 
had he been able to give any information of consequence, 
but as the 4th Regiment only arrived on the ground of 
Waterloo just before the Action commenced, and early next 
morning continued their march, he had but little oppor- 
tunity of observing much of the ground, which was much 
trodden down before their arrival. 

The 4th Regiment was extended the principal part of 
the day with 1st Battalion Rifles along the narrow road 
near La Hay e Sainte, Early in the Action they charged 
to the hedge over the grand pit, hut soon were ordered to 
retire to the road. 
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27 tii Remment. 


The 37th Regiment — Inniskillings. 

CAPTAIN" E. W. DREWE, 95th REGIMENT. 

Lieutenant 27 th Kegiment. 

Memorandum. date. 

It appears to me that there is some confusion of the 
No. of the Brigade in wMch the 27th was with that of the 
Division, The 4th; 27t^ and 40th Regiments formed the 
1st Brigade of the 6th [? 6th] Division^ which was being 
formed for Sir Lowry Cole. This Brigade was the only 
part of the American Army that had joined the force 
under the DukC; and had been quartered at Ghent as 
guard on Louis XVIII. Sir John Lambert commanded it. 

At a late hour on the night of the loth June we Waterloo, 
received a sudden route; and by forced marches reached 
the forest side of the village of Waterloo about six 
o^clock on the morning of the 18th June. Were occu- 
pied some time in clearing the road of provision carts 
containing bread; forage; and spirits that had been left on 
the road by the peasantry taking their animals from the 
cartS; and concealing themselves in the wood. 

After this very essential job was completed the Brigade 
moved towards the front; passing the village and review 
of the DukC; who stood in a balcony on the left side of it; 
going towards the Field of Battle. When we had passed 
the village we were directed to proceed towards the left of 
the Army; but had not gone far in this direction until we 
were countermanded and desired to occupy the ground in Inttemonv 
rear; that is the village side of Mont-St.-JeaU; as a reserve §|o.ac[e was 
of . column of Companies. In this order arms were piled; stationed in 
and the men lay down; and many of them continued to 
sleep until a short time past three o^clock p.m. This 
position was taken up about eleven o'^clock a.m.; and im- 
mediately the Battle began on the right towards Hougoii- 
mont; and gradually extended towards the left, apparently 
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WATBBLOO LETTBEB, 


27th Hegimext. 


About quarter 
past 3 p.m. 
it -was ordered 
up into the 
front line. 


The 27th in 
front, the 4th 
and 40th in 
rear. 


The 27th most 
exposed from 
being on 
higher 
ground. 

Received his 
third wound 
previous to 
the General 
Advance. 


extremely hot in the centre on each side of the road lead- 
ing* towards La Haye Sainte and about the Wavre road 
that crossed to the left. 

Our men continued as before described quite uiiconscioos 
and apparently careless of the part they were shortly about 
to take. Several of them were wounded by a few 
straggling shot that passed from the Enemy over or 
through our advanced lines^ and a few killed. 

At about quarter past three o-’clock the welcome and 
anxiously sought for tidings advance reached us, 
when every man grasped his firelock and moved forward 
with a decided, firm, and confident step, passing close to 
and by the left of Mont- St. -Jean, crossing the short valley, 
and proceeded to ascend the gradual rising gTOund on the 
left of the Brussels road and close to the cross road leading 
towards Wavre. On reaching this station we formed 
columns of Companies at quarter distance left flank to the 
Enemy — ^the 4th Eegiment on the right, the 40th on the 
left, and both considerably in rear of the 27th, which 
accounts for the few casualties in those Corps, comparatively 
speaking, with the 27th, as they were in a great measure 
covei*ed by the rising ground in front, whilst the 27th was 
exposed from being on the highest ground to all that 
came. 

I had received my third wound about a quarter before 
seven o^eloek, and was then carried from the field, and just 
previous to the formation of the line to meet the advancing 
French Guards, who I believe were advancing in columns 
of Brigades and Corps; but not having seen these manoeuvres 
I doiFt like to speak from hearsay. 

E. W. :Deew3e. 


KoTE.-^Out of a total strength of 698, the 27th had two Officers MHed, 
and thirteen wonnded, 103 N.aO.’s and men hilled, and 360 wounded, or 
a total loss of 478.— Ed. 


LAMBIIETB INFANTBY BEiaABE, 


m . 

, 2Tth Begihekt. 


imOM THE SAME (Major). 

Valetta Mouse. July 

Lambert^s Brigade, consisting- of the 4th, 27th, and 
40th, did not reach the front line until nearl}^ four o^eloek. 
It was in reserve from the commencement of the Battle, 
namely about quarter past eleven a.m, until three p.m., 
when it was called to the front, passing the rear of the 
farm house. 

When we reached the ‘prominent part of the ground, 
on the left of the road leading from the village towards 
La Belle Alliance, the 95th Regiment, I believe four 
Companies, occupied a small fence considerably in front, 
having a few unconnected trees (thorns) in it. We, the 
27th, being in the centre of the Brigade, oeeupying the 
highest part of the ground close to the road, as we were 
considerably in advance of either the 4th or 40th. The 
other two Corps being in a great degree concealed by 
rising ground from the destructive, fire to which my 
Regiment was exposed, whilst in square and at times in 
columns of Companies at quarter distance. 

The attacks to which you alluded were made previous 
to the advance of Lambert^s Brigade, and the greatest 
portion of the Enemy^s Column were made prisoners 
from a feint having been made in our line; the part of 
the Column not taken did move in the direction of Kempt^s 
Brigade, but they were at no time charged by Lam- 
berts Brigade from the reasons I have already given, 
we being distant spectators of the Battle until three 
p.m. 

I feel a degree of diffidence in speaking so decidedly 
in contradiction to the deceased Officers letter of the 
4th mentioned in your note ; I, however, do so from 
personal observation and recollections, which are as vivid 
to me at the present moment as they were on the 18th 
June. I am. See., 

Edwd, Ward Dbiwe. ■ ; . ' 


No. 17,5.. 

Waterloo. 

Lambert’s 
Brigade m 
reserve from 
the commence- 
ment of the 
Battle till 
3 p.m. 


On Brigade 
coming to the 
front, 27th 
occupied 
highest 
ground close 
to road, and in 
advance of 4th 
and 40th, 
which were 
less exposed, 

27tli much ex- 
posed in either 
square or 
quarter dis- 
tance column. 

B’Erlon’s 
Ist attack 
previous to 
advance 
of Lambert^s 
Brigade. 
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40th Eegihbis^t. . 


The 40th Regiment. 


LIEUT.-GOL. F. BEOWlSrE, HALF-PAY, RIFLE 
BRIGADE. 


Major 40th Eegiment. 


No. 176. 


WincJielsea, May 6th, 1835. 


'Waterloo. 


Tlie 40tli 
Eegiment was 
lining the 
hedge of the 
Wavre road. 


A column of 
AHx’ Divi- 
sion, D’Erlon’s 
Corps. ■ 


La Haye ■ 
Sainte was to 
the right 
front of the 
40th. 


At the moment when the French Imperial Guards 
advanced to attack the British position, the 40th 
Eegiment, which had previously, and mostly throughout 
the day, been in square against Cavalry, were formed 
in line, and thus quickly advanced to the brow of the 
hill, where there was a low and somewhat broken down 
hedge, short of which we halted and over which we 
fired. There were a few large trees here and there 
along the hedge, particularly on our side of it, the 
branches of which were much cut and lopt by cannon 
shot; but of what description the trees were I cannot 
now recollect. 

A heavy Column of French Infantry was advancing; 
at the moment I observed them they were rather in 
front of the farmhouse of La Haye Sainte, by, I 
believe, the left of it, as we faced the house; they 
having then crossed the road. The divisions of the 
Column appeared to me to be at about quarter distances. 

The 40th was formed rather facing the house, the 
latter being a little to the right of the Eegiment, but 
more in front of us. There were several other similar 
Columns advancing at the same time upon different points 
of our position, both to the right and left of the 
house ; and much Cavalry were congregating or re-form- 
ing in the, or more properly speaking, that part of 
the Enemy^s position which artists would term the 
middle distance. In the extreme distance was the 
Observatory (the key of the French position). 
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40th Eegimext. 

To the riglit of the house and near it, was a The mound or 
bank or small hill, which was oeenpied by the head ground 
of a -creneti GoluDin halted, but not very regularly small garden 
formed. I think they had been driven back from their sa^fe^Xhe 
attempt to ascend the hill, partly by our fire, and way. 

partly by that of the troops on our right; but the ^ 

cloud of smoke in which we were almost constantly skirmishers, 
enveloped prevented me from discovering their object 
in remaining there thus exposed, which they did in 
the most dauntless and daring manner; as fast as they 
fell their places were supplied with fresh troops, until 
the General Advance of the British, when they retired. 

Whilst we were in this situation, boxes of ammunition 
were placed at intervals along our rear, from about 
fifty to one hundred paces from us, so that the men 
could help themselves when they required it. 

During the action, there was a Highland Brigade very Pack’s 
much reduced (I think the 42nd and 97th — [92od], and ^owlup 
another regiment, which I cannot recollect) moved up, I from tlie left, 
believe from the left, and formed in close columns or wdsto&e 
solid squares upon our left, but something to the rear 
of us; after we had finally advanced to the hedge, as I road.— Ed. 
have mentioned, I did not observe which flank they had 
again moved upon, but in looking to our rear fora moment 
I observed that they were gone. 

Our Brigade, under Sir John Lambert, consisted of the 
4th, 27th, and 40th Regiments (observe, that the 27th 
under Col. Hare consisted of seven Comj)anies only, viz., 
the Light, and six Battalion; the Grenadiers, and the two 
other Battalion Companies had not arrived), the 4th 
properly on the right, the 27th on the left, and the 40th 
in the centre. But we had changed our ground so 
often throughout the day, that we could not always ob- 
serve the same order; the 27th being sometimes on our 
right, and the 4th on the left; the 40th also oeeasioiially 
to the right or left of the Brigade whilst in close columns 
or squares, but when in line always in our proper places. 

There were also some Belgian troops (particularly Cavalry 


Advance of 
th.e Prussians. 
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40th Eegime^'t. 

with yellow Jackets) in our neighbourhood^ and in the rear 
o£ our flanks. 

The Prussian army had appeared, about an hour pre- 
vious to our final advance to the hedge, debouchiBg from 
the wood some considerable distance to the left of our 
position, but nearer to that of the French ; and were 
rapidly advancing along the plain, having previously 
attacked, and wei’e then in the act of turning the Enemy^s 
right. This, I presume, was the occasion of the confusion, 
which was at that time so manifest in the Enemy^s lines, 
and amongst several of his Divisions, and which the Duke 
of Wellington so promptly took advantage of. 

I have, &c., 

PiELBiNO Browne, 
Lieut.-Col. H.P., Rifle Brigade. 


Noa177. 


Waterloo. 

40th. com- 
manded by 
Major Hey- 
land, v'ho was 
killed, twelve 
other Officers 
and 180 men 
killed and 
wounded. 

Formation of 
the Enemy 
at 7 p.m. 
Double line of 
skimiishers on 
the knoll and 
high ground 
in front of the 
Wavre road. 


COLONEL S. STRETTON, HALE-PAY. 

Captain and Bkev.-Majoe 40th Begiment. 

Lent on Friory^ Notts, February 

Replies to Lieutenant Siborne’s inquiries on the subject 
of the Battle of Waterloo, hy Colonel Strettou^ then 
Brevet-Major 40tli Regiment, in charge of the left wing of 
that Corps. 

The Regiment went into action on the morning of the 
18th June, about 720 rank and file, commanded bj Major 
Heyland ; their loss on that day was — Major Heyland, 
killed, twelve other Officers and 180 men killed and 
wounded. 

The formation of the Enemy^s force immediately in our 
front was a double line of tirailleurs, supported hy a heavy 
Column of Infantry; the former had possession of a rising 
ground on the opposite side of the road to the farm of La 
Haye Sainte, who, whilst laying down, appeared to select 
their objects with great precision. It appeared to me that 
this force formed the French line which, supported as above. 
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charged our front that evening, as some of them were * 
bayoneted close to our front rank. 

The field, immediately about the 4()th, was thickly 
scattered with horses and men of the French Cavalry, who 
repeatedly charged our Squares (without making any im- 
pression), and who, passing and returning between the 
Squares of the 40th, aZth, and 4th Eegiments, suffered 

severely from the fire of each. 

On the left of the 40th at the commencement of the 

Action, were a Rocket Brigade, and one of Artillery ,- the 

tumbril of the latter was blown up by a shell from the 
Enemy, and both were silenced before the close of the 

Action, by the numerous Artillery of the French 

1 lencn impel lal Cruards advanced to attack tlie rif>‘lit of at tho 
the British force was in line, having previously repulsed 
the Enemy^s Cavalry in Square. 

moved forward, the 40th drove The iOth 
the lirailleurs from the rising ground in its front, and 
occupied it ; at the same time the 37th, with Grenadiers of l“if 
the 40th, took possession of the farm of La Haye Sainte 
in which they made prisoners of a General Officer and a WgSuai 
party of the Enemy. The 2 -th, 

Towards the evening, whilst the Regiment was in open Grenadier., of 
column, a round shot from the Enemy took off the head of 
a Captain (Fisher) near me, and striking his Company on 
the left flank, put /tors de combat more than twenty-five 
men. This was the most destructive shot I ever witnessed 
during a long period of service. round shot. 

The 4th Regiment was upon the left of the 40th, the 
27th upon its right, part of the right wing of the latter 
was upon the main road. 

S. Stuetton, 

Colonel H.P., late Major 40th Regt. 
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40tii Eegimext. 

MAJOR P. BISHOP, IJKATTACHED. , 
Captain 40th Regiment. 

1^0. 178 . Leamington 827 a, April SOtli^ 183^. , 

Waterloo. I think about seven oklock on the evening of the ISth, 

Tlie 40thin 4 q|.|j Regiment had formed into line, after having Just 

Mvance. charged the Enemy, in which we lost several (Jmeers and 
men, and amongst them Major Heyland (our then Com- 
manding Officer). The Duke of Wellington came up to 
Tko Duke us at the moment, and We gave him three hearty cheers. 

I was, from circumstances, in command of the Regiment 
at the time. 

We were in Sir John LamberPs Brigade, and Sir 
Lowry Coleys Division, and upon the right of the road 
leading from Brussels to Genappe, and nearly in line 
with Hougoiimont. 

l am, &c., 

P. Bishop, 

Major, Unattached, late 40th Regt. 
La 'Haye Sainte. 

The two following Letters are from Major 
Graeme, a Scotch officer, who was a Lieutenant in 
the King’s German Legion, and took part in the 
gallant defence of La Haye Sainte. Mo. 180, 
however, contains only a short extract from 
the original Letter. 

The buildings of this Farm were so disposed as 
to form three sides of a sqnare. On the noi'th (or 
British) side was the Farin-honse itself, with a 
portion of the Stabling; on the west side the 
remainder of the Stables and Cow-houses ; and on 
the south (or French) side a large Barn. 

A brick wall, extending along the great road, 
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united tlie norfcli and south Buildings, and com- 
pleted the quadrangle. About the centre of this 
wall was the lean-to called the “ piggery.” The 
Orchard was at the south, and the Kitchen Garden 
at the north end of the Buildings. 
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A, Orcliard ; B, Kitchen Garden*, Q, Dwelling-house; D, Stahles; E, Barn; F 
‘Piggery tt a, Passage through house ; h, Gate of Stables ; c, Door of Barn 
<?, Pond ; e, Abatis ; f, Great Gate in Wall. 


A large gate opened, nearly opposite the end 
of the barn, through the boundary wall on to the 
road, as did also a doorway close to the end of the 
dwelling-house. There was another gate in the 
end of the Stables, and a large door in the nearest 
end of the barn, both opening out into the fields. 
There was a passage right through the dwelling- 
house, leading from the farmyard into the kitchen 
galfdein. An abatis had been formed across the 
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higli road at the south end of the boundary 
wall. 

The great barn door had been broken up for 
firewood the previous evening, and means for put- 
ting the Buildings in a proper state of defence 
were utterly wanting. The post was held by 
Major Baring with six Companies of the 2nd 
Light Battalion of the King’s German Legion, of 
which he placed three in the orchard, two in the 
buildings, and one in the garden. 

At the time of D’Erlon’s first advance on 
Picton’s Division, one Brigade was moved to attack 
La Haye Sainte. The Companies in the orchard 
retired before superior forces into the barn. The 
garden in rear of the house was also surrounded by 
the Enemy, and the Company stationed in it retired 
into the buildings, which were successfully defended 
against the assaults of the French, who retired on 
the repulse of D’Erlon’s attack, and that of the 
Cavalry combined with it. 

The post was now reinforced by two more 
Companies, and the defence was limited to that of 
the buildings and garden, the orchard being aban- 
doned. 

After some time it was again furiously attacked 
by the French, who made the greatest efforts to 
push through by the open door of the barn, but 
the fire of the Germans was so destructive that the 
French left seventeen dead on the spot. 

Meantime, the ammunition of the defenders 
was becoming very much exhausted, and Major 
Baring sent repeated messages for a fresh supply, 
but he only obtained reinforcements. 



extinguislied as before. Major Baring now sent to 
the rear urgently requesting a supply of ammuni- 
tion, failing which he must necessarily abandon his 
post. 

The French forced their way through the gate 
into the stables, but the door from thence into the 
yard being barricaded, few could enter at a time, 
and were instantly bayoneted. They now climbed 
on to the roof of the stables, from whence they 
picked off' the Grermans, who, from want of cart- 
ridges, were at their mercy. 

Major Baling then gave the order to retire 
through the passage in the dwelling-house into the 
garden, and ultimately to the main position. 
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WATEBLOO LETTEBS, 


IN 0. 179. 


La Haye 
Sainte. 

At time of 
D’Erlon’s first 
attack no 
French 
CaTalryonieft 
of the farm. 
First stationed 
hehind abaii% 
afterwards on 
roof of 
piggery. 

French at- 
tacked Picton 
with thick line 
of skirmishers 
in front of 
Columns. 

Defenders of 
the farm fired 
on them as 
they ad- 
vanced. 

In retreating, 
French near La 
Haye Sainte 
■were followed 
: hy, 2nd 
Life Guards 
pursuing some 
Cuirassiers.' 

'Hone: passed 
through 
. aMtis. 

Gro'und' ■' 
literally 
covered with 


MAJOR . G. D. GE^ME, KH., HANOYEEIAH 

■ .SERVICE. 

Lieutenant 2nd Light Battalion ICG.L.’ 

InehbraJcie, Crieff, Eecember 6th^ lSi2, 

I fear my memory does not serve me so as to give you 
any material information on the subject^ but I have 
endeavoured to the best of my power to answer your 

queries. ■ ■ ■ 

Believe, &e., 

GeOKGE DeUMD. GlliEME. 

In the first attack I perceived no French Cavalry on 
the British left of the farm of La Haye Sainte. I was 
favourably situated, and think I must have seen them 
had there been any, being placed with a section of ou.r Rifles 
behind the akdis SiCro^iS the high road a little in front 
of the great gate of the farm, afterwards with about a dozen 
men on tbe top of the ;piggery (there was a calf in it !) 

The [French] Infantry came down in heavy columns 
with a line of skirmishers as thick almost as an advancing 
line of our troojis. When close upon us we entered the farm, 
and closed the gates, and poured a constant fire on their 
Columns as they passed us, and even until they were up on 
the crest of the British position, when they were repulsed 
and broken by the British line, and repassed us like a flock 
of sheep, followed by the Life Guards, who came down the 
hollow road or sandpits, pursuing^ some French Cuirassiers 
(who, I presume, had been separated from their Regiment 
in the rear or to the right of our farm). A party of 
our men sallied out and pursued in the crowd a con- 
siderable way lip towards Belle Alliance. None passed 
tlifongh our as we afterwards returned, and I placed 

my men behind it as before. 

The ground was literally covered with French killed 
and wounded, even to the astonishment of my oldest 
soldiers, who said they had never witnessed such a 
sight. The French wounded were calling out 






and ’w’oiiiided. 


single Cuiras- 
sier., 
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Hajok. Gbjeme. 

V Ewpereuf y \ and I saw a poor fellow, Ijing with both S’rencli killed 
his legs shattered^ trying to destroy himself with his 
own swordj which I ordered my servant to take from him. 

At this moment a cnrions eircnmstanee occurred. Both Expkitofa 
Armies were quiet in their positions^ and the Artillery bad 
ceased firing, when we perceived a single French Cuirassier 
riding down the climmie towards us. As he approached 
he waved with his sword/ so that I said he must be a 
deserter, and would not allow my men to fire. He rode 
close up to the and raising himself in his stirrups 

as looking to see what was behind it, then wheeled round 
his horse, and galloped back to the French position, and 
in the hurry I believe the gallant fellow luckily escaped 
our shots which were sent after him. 

The French came down oblicpiely towards the farm in 
the first attack, over the fields as well as down the high 
road. A large Column was all day in the rear [? front] The Frarcli 
of the farm, and trying to get possession of the barn, the ^Selion^of 
door of which was open towards our right. They never t3am. 
tried to escalade, and we kept them oft* the great gate by They never 
firing from the piggery (where I was placed most of 
the day), although the aiatds served them for cover, boundary wall 
unfortunately. 

I saw no Sajjeurs. We had no looj)holes excepting 
three great apertures, which we made with difficulty 


when we were told in the morning that we were to 
defend the farm. Our Pioneers had been sent 
Hongoiimont the evening before. We had no scaffolding, 


Ho saw no 
French 
Sappers. 

There was no 
to scaffolding, 
only a few big* 
boles instead 

nor means of making any, having burnt the carts, &c. loopholes in 
” ^ ^ wall These 

Our loopholes, if they may be thus termed, were on a level boles on a 

with the road on the outside, and later in the day the •uKih>oin 

Enemy got possession of the one near the pond, and fired oneofthemtiuv 

in upon ns. This they also did during the first attack on * 

th e roadside. carrying water 

iroai pond, 

I may add that the barn was filled with straw, and it 
was a fortunate circumstance that it was all carried off 
by the different troops during the night, the French 
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repeatedly liaviBg tried during tlie attack to set it on fire. 
Lieut. Carey^ in spite of the Enemy’s fire^ went out^ and 
with his meiiy poured water on the fiames. 


. . FBOM THE SAME. ' 

No. 180. InchhraJde, Crieff, December 6th, 1S4^2, 

Afiu Graeme encloses a letter giving an account of the 
• Battle of Waterloo^ written hy her husband with his left 
hand; then being at the age of eighteen; which may be 
interesting, as written at the moment; but which she 
requests may be carefully and speedily returned, as to her 
it is of considerable -value. 


La Haye 
Bainte. 

The retreat of 
the defenders 
through the 
passage in the 
house. 

Ensign Frank 
saves Lieut. 
Grjeme from 
being shot by 
a French 
soldier. 

Ensign Frank 
wounded and 
concealed 
under a bed 
dmdng time 
French were 
in possession. 

Another 
account says 
that two men 
took refuge in 
the same 
room, and 
were shot by 
the French, 
saying, ‘‘ Dts 
de pardon d oOrS 
coquina rerdsd^ 
—Ed. 

Lieut. Grmnie 
taken prisoner, 


Extract. June, 1815. 

We had all to pass through a narrow passage. W^e 
wanted to halt the men and make one more charge^ hut 
it was impossible; the fellows were firing down the 
passage. An Officer of our Company called to me, “ Take 
care,” but I was too busy stoi^ping the men, and answered. 
Never mind, let the blackguard lire.” He was about 
five yards off, and levelling his piece just at me, when 
this Officer stabbed him in the month and out through 
his neck ; he fell immediately. 

But now they flocked in ; this Officer got two shots, 
and ran into a room, where he lay behind a bed all the 
time they had possession of the house ; sometimes the 
room was full of them, *and some wounded soldiers of 
ours who lay there and cried out “ pardon were shot, 
the monsters saying, “Take that for the fine defence you 
have made.” 

An Officer and four men came first in ; the Officer got 
me by the collar, and said to his men, C’est ce mquin.” 
Immediately the fellows had their bayonets down, and 
made a dead stick at me, which I parried off with my 
sword, the Officer always running about and then coming 
to me again and shaking me by the collar ; but they all 
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so frightened and pale as ashes, I thought, “You 
bep me,^^ andl bolted off through the lobby; 
!d two shots after me, and cried out “Coqtmi;’ but 

.follow me, 

joined the remnant of the Regiment, when vve 
mediately charged by Cuirassiers. All the Army 
ued in squares. We hastily got our men into a 
and peppered them so, I believe they found the 


Wounded 
later in riglit 
am. 
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, AXD RaKKS of WEITEaS:.OF 

IVetters.' . . 

Adam, The Right Hon. Sir Frederick, 

Lieut. -General, G.C..B., G.O.M.G. 

xidye, S. E., Colonel, Royal Artillery . 

Aldridge . . . . . . 

Anderson, H., Lieut., 75th .Regiment . 

Anglesey, The MarquesS' of, General, 

K..G., G.C.B., G.G.H. 

Banner, J., Captain and Brevet-Major, 

9»3rd Highlanders 

Barnard, 'Sir Andrew, Lieut. -General,' Lieut. -Colonel and Brevet-Colonel, 
G.C.B., G.O.H. K.C.E., 5:15th Rite . . 

Barton, xl., Major, 12th Royal Lancers Captain, 12th Light Dragoons . 

Belcher, B. T., Captain, Half-i>ay Lieutenant, 32nd Reginuimt . ' . 

Bishop, P., Major, Hnattached . . Chptain, 40th Reginient . ■ . . 

Blair, T. Hunter, Colonel, C.B., Un- Major, 01st Regiment, Brigade Major, 
attached 3rd Infantry Brigade . 

Browne, F., Lieut. -Colonel, Half-pay, Major, 40th Beglineiit . , . 

Rifle Brigade 

Browne, J,, Major, Unattached . . Lieutenant, 4th Begiraent . . , 

Budgeii, T. R., Captain (?) . . . Cax-»tain, 95th Rifles . . 

Bull, B., Captain, and .Brevet-Major, Captain and Brevet-!Major, Royal 
Royal Horse Artillery Horse ilrtillery . . ■ . 

Byng, Sir John, General, G.C.B., Major-General, K.C.B., Commanding 
G.G.H. 2nd Infantry Brigade . ■. 

Calvert, F., Lieut. -Colonel, Half -pay . Major, 32 nd Regiment . 

Campbell, J., Colonel, G.B. . . Captain and Brevet -Major, 42u«l 

Highlanders . . . 

Cathcart, The Honble. George, Lieut.- Lieutenant, 6th Dragoon Guards, and 
Colonel, 8th Regiment Extra A.D.C. ' to the - Buka of 

Wellington . . . . 

Childers, M., Colonel . / . . . Captain and Brevefc-Ma jar, 11th Light 

Dragoons' ... . . ■ ' ' . 

Clark (see Kennedy). 

Golborne (see Seaton). 

Crawford, W., .Paymaster, Scots Greys Cornet, Scots Greys , ■. 

Cruikshank, A., Esq. . a . ' . In the ranks of the T‘9th Highlanders 

Dansey, C. C., Lieut. -Colonel,' Royal ' Lieutenant, Royal Horse Artiil.ery .. 
Artillery 

Davis, H., Lieut. -Colonel' : . ■ • '. Lxentenant and , Captain, ..Ist Foot, 

Guards' ■. ' . ' 


■ Rake, ah Waterloo. 

^lajor-General F. xVdam, Commanding 
3rd Infantry Brigade . . 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Royal Artillery .. 
Corimral, 2nd .Batt. frith Rifles . , 

Lieutenant, 69th Regiment ■ 

Lieut. -General the E.\rl of Uxbridge, 
G.C.B. , commanding the Cavalry . 
Lieutenant, 23rd Light l.i>ra-goons 
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Aj^^D Banks of Wjritees of 

IjETrEES. 

Birom, J. P., Captain and Lieut. - 
Colonel, Greiiadiei’ Guards 
Bohertj^ G., Major, 27th Begiment 
Brewe, E. W., Captain (174), Major 
(175), Ooth Begiment 
Eeles, IV., Lieut-Colonel, K.H., Bifle 
Brigade 

Ellison, E., Lieut. -Colonel and Colonel, 
Grenadier Guards 

Elphinstone, W. K., Lieut. -Colonel and 
Colonel, 33rd Begiment 
Evans, Sir Be Lacy, Colonel, E.C.B, . 

Eorhes, A., Major, 79tli Highlanders .. 
Ereemantle, J., IMajor-General, C.B. . 

Garland, J., Major, Half-imy 
Gawler, G., Lieut. -Colonel, K.H., Un- 
attached 

Gomm, Sir AVilliani, Lieut.-General, 

K.C.B. 

Graeme, G. D.. Major, K.H., Hano- 
verian Service 

Grant, Sir Colqulioiin, Lieut.-General, 
K.C.B., G.C.H. ; Lieut. -Colonel 

Greenock, Lord. Lieut.-General, K.C.B. 


t. -General, 
lanoverian 
onel, 33rd 
, O.B. . 

Fusiliers . 
^oyal Horse 

ael, C.B. . 

il, G.O.E., 

C.B.^ ' 

iifie Brigade 


Bank AT Wateeloo. 

Ensign (and Lieutenant), 1st Foot 
Guards . 

Lieutenant, 13th Light Dragoons 

Lieutenant, 27th Begiment . . 

Captain and Brevet-Major, 95th Bifles 

Lieutenant and Captain, 1st Foot 
Guards . 

Lieut. -Colonel, 33rd Begiment . 

Major, 5th W. I. Begiment, and Extra 
A.B.C. to Sir Wm. Ponsonby 

Lieutenant, 79th Highlanders . 

Lieut. -Colonel, 2nd Foot Guards, and 
A.B.C. to the Duke of Wellington. 

Captain, 73rd Begiment . 

Lieutenant, 52nd Begiment 

Lieut. -Colonel, Coldstream Guards, 
& Assist. Q. M. General, 5th Division 

Lieutenant, 2nd Light Battalion 
King’s German Legion . . 

Major-General, KC.B., commanding 
6th Cavalry Brigade 

Lieut. - Colonel and Assist. Q. M. 
General to the Cavalry . 

Captain and Brevet-Major, 23rd Light 
Dragoons . . 

Major-General, K.C.B., commanding 
5th Infantry Brigade . . . 

Lieut.-Colonel, commanding a Hano- 
verian Brigade . . . . 

Captain, 33rd Begiment , 

Major and Colonel, 3rd Foot Guards . 

Lieut.-Colonel, Boyal Horse Guards 
Blue 

Lieutenant, 23rd Fusiliers . 

Lieutenant, Boyal Horse Artillery 

Major, 73rd Begiment, and Assist. 
Q. M. General 

Major-General, K.C.B., commanding 
8th Infantry Brigade 

Captain A. K. Clark, Boyal Dragoons 

Lieutenant and Adjutant, 1st Bat- 
talion, 95th Bifles .... 

Lieutenant, 15th Hussars . 
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249 
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320 
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55 

312 

194 


339 
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Names AXD Hanks of Writers .of 

LE ITERS. 

Lambert, .Sir Jolin, Lieut. -Geaeral, 
.'G.aB.' 

Laiitoiir, ,P., A,, Lieut. -Goloael, Half- 
pay, Lancers 
Laach, J.V Lie lit. -Colonel, ,G.B. . 
Lennox, Lord William Pitt . .* 

Leslie, K. J., Captain' .Half -pay, 6Qtli 
Eiftes . 

Levinge, C., Major . 

Llewellyn, it. , Colonel . 

Luard, J., Major . 

Macdonald, E., Lieut. -Colonel, late 
35tli Eegiment 

McEween, A., Sergeant ... 
Maclean, A. T., Lieut. -Colonel, Half-pay 
Maoready, E., Major, 30th Regiment . 
Maitland, Sir Peregrine, Lieut. -General, 
K.G.B. ■ 

Marten, T., Blajor (26), Lieut. -Colonel 
(27), Royal Dragoons 
Maule, G. S., Captain, Royal Artillery 
Mauiiseil, J. E., Captain, Half-pay, 
Royal Artillery 

May, Sir John, , Colonel, Royal Ar- 
tillery, K.C.B. 

Mercer, A. C., Captain and Brevet- 
Major, Royal Artillery 
Miller, E. S,, Lieut. -Colonel 

Mountsteven, W. F. B., Captain . 
Murray, The Honble. Henry, Major- 
General, O.B. 

Muter (see Straton). 

Naiuer,. W., Major-General, C.B. 
O’Grady, S., Lieut. -Colonel . . . 

O’Malley, G., Lieut. - Colonel and 
Colonel, C.B., 88th Eegiment 
Pattison, T. H., Escp . 

Pigot, B., Captain, late 69th Regi-' 
meiit . . 

Ponsonby, The Honble. Sir Frederick, 

.. Major-General, ^ K.C.B., G.C.BI.G., 

Powell, H. W., Captain . . 

. .Pratt, J., Major, late 27th Eegiment . 
Pringle, G., Captain, Royal Artille.ry , 
Reed, S., Major, Half-pay, 71st Regi- 
ment 


Rank- AT Waterl'Vk 

Blajor-GeneraL K.C.B. , commaaciiag 
■ 10th Infantry Brigade , . . Sfli 

Major, 23rd Light Bmgwns . » *#9 

Captain and Brevet-Major, f)5th Riies M4 
Cornet, Royal Horse ij^uards, A Extra 
• A.D.C. to Major-General Maitland 3d 
Lieutenant, 79th Highlanders , . 353 


Lieutenant, 4t1i Regiment . 

Major, 28th Regiment 
Lieutenant and Adjutant, 16£li Light 
Dragoons . . ... 

Captain and Brevet-Major, 1st Royal 
Scots Regiment 
Sergeant, 42ncl H'iglilainlers 
Lieutenant, 13th Light Dragoons 
Lieutenant (?), 30fch Regiment . 
Major-General, commanding 1st la- 
■ fan try Brigade 

Sub-lieutenant, 2ad Life Guards 

Lieutenant Royal Artillery 
Lieutenant, Royal Horae Artillery 


zn 

:i48 

1211 

372 

377 

ISfl 

329 

243 

53 

2B 


Lieut. -Colonel, K. C. B., Assistant 
■ Adjutant-General, Royal Artillery 187 
Captain, Royal Horse Artillery . . | 214 

Major and Brevet Lieut. -Colonel, In- 
niskiliing Dragoons . . . . 87 

Ensign, 28tli Eegiment , , . ,'150 

Lieut. -Colonel, 18th Hiissa.rs ■ . ■ , 178 


Not at BWaterloo . . . . 2 

Lieutenant, 7th Hussars . ' . ■ . 130 

Major and Brevet Lieut. -Colonel, 44th 
Regiment . . . ' . . . 378 

Lieutenant, 33rd Re^menb 1 334 

Lieutenant, 69fch Regiment ’ ■ ■ .■ . 337 

Lieui-Colonel, K.C.B., 12th Light 
■ Dragoons ... . . 112 

Lieutenant and Captain, 1st Foot 
Guards- , . .. . 250 

Lieutenant, 30th Regiment . . 323 

Lieutenant, Royal Artillery . . 227 

Captain, List Regiment . . . 297 
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Xames and Ranks op Writers of 
Letters. 

Koynell, Sir Tliomas, Bart., Hajor- 
Geiieral, Iv.C.B. 
nice, S., Colonel . . . 

Eiddock, A., Lieutenant, Half-jiay, 44th 
Regiment 

Robbins, T. W., Lieut. -Colonel, Half- 
pay 

Rogers, T., Colonel, C.B., Royal Ar- 
tillery 

Ross, Sir Hew D., Colonel, K.C.B., 
Royal Artillery 

Ross, J., Major, 51st Regiment . 
Rudyard, S., Major (*? Half-pay), Royal 
Artillery 

Saltoun, Lord, Major-General, K.C.B., 

G.C.H. 

Sandham, 0, F., Brevet-Major, Half- 
pay, Royal Artillery 
Sandilands, Captain, Royal Horse 
Artillery 

Sclireiber, J. A., Lieut. -Colonel . 
Seaton, Lord, Lieut, -General, G.C.B. . 

Seymour, Sir Horace, Colonel, H.C.H. 

Sharpin, ML, Lieutenant, Half-pay, 
Royal Artillery 

Shelton, J, ML, Caph\iii, Half -pay, 28th 
Regiment 

Short, C. ML, Captain and Lieut. - 
Colonel, Coldstream Guards 
Sleigh, J. ML, Lieut. -General, C.B. . 
Somerset, Lord Edward, Lieut. -General, 

G.O.B. 

Somerset, Lord FitEroj', Lieut. -General, 
KC.B. 

Standen, G. D., Captain and Lieut. - 
Colonel, Scots Fusilier Gxxards 
Straton, Sir Joseph, Lieut. -General, 
C.B.,K.G.H. 

Strettoii, S., Colonel, Half -pay . 

Taylor, J. M"., Lieut, -Colonel, 10th 
Hussars 

ThackweU, J., Lieut. -Colonel . . 
Thomliill, ML, Colonel , . . 

Tomkinson, ML, Major . . . 

Uxbridge {see Anglesey). 


Rank at Waterloo. 

Lieut. -Colonel and Brevet-Colonel, 
71st Regiment . 

Major and Brevet Lieut. -Colonel, 51st 
Regiment . . . 

Lieutenant, 44th Regiment 

Captain, 7th Hussars . 

Captain and Brevet - Major, Royal 
Artillery . . . . . . 

Captain and Brevet Lieut. -Colonel, 
K.C.B., Royal Horse Artillery 

Captain, 51st Regiment . • . 

Captain, Royal Artillery . . . 

Captain and Lieut. -Colonel, 1st Foot 
Guards 

Captain, Royal Artillery . 

Lieutenant, Royal Horse Artillery . 

Captain, lltli Liglit Dragoons . 

Lieut. -Colonel and Brevet-Colonel Sir 
John GoIborne,K.C.B.,52nd Regmt. 

Captain, 60th Rifles, and A.D.O. to 
Lord Uxbridge , . 

Lieutenant, Royal Artillery . 

Lieutenant, 2Sth Regiment 

Ensign, Coldstream Guards 

Lieut. -Colonel, 11th Light Dragoons . 

Major-General, K.G.B., commanding 
1st Cavahy Brigade . . 

Lieut. -Colonel, Lst Foot Guards, and 
Military Secretary to the Duke of 
M^ellington .... 

Ensign, 3rd Foot Guards . 

Lieut, -Colonel and Brevet-Colonel J. 
Muter, Inniskilling Dragoons . 

Captain and Brevet - Major, 40th 
Regiment 

Captain and Brevet - Major, 10th 
Hussars . . . . 

Ca}3tain, I5th Hussars . . 

Major, 7th Hussars, and A.D.C. to 
Lord Uxbridge 

Captain, 16th Light Dragoons , 
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296 

313 

380 

128 

' 235 

223 

315 

230 

245 

226 

223 

111 

280 

18 

228 

349 

265 

107 

39 

3 

268: 

83 

400 

162 

141 

16 

117 
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XAMn-s AND HANK'S OF WKlTEIi's 

.Lettees. 

Tandeleiir, Sir Jolui, Geiierul, O.C.B. 

Ymaii, Sir Hiissey (70-73), Lord (74), 
Lieut. -General, G.C.B., G.C.H. 

"Walcott, E. Y., Lieat. -Colonel, "Royal 
Horse Artilieiy 

Wallace, Sir Robert, Lieut. -Colonel, 
LTiiattaeliecl 

Y'arde, F., Captain , Royal Artillery . 

AYaymouth, S., l^lajor, Unattached . 

Webber-Smitli, J., Major-General, C.B., 
Royal Artillery 

YYlis, F., Ciiptuiii, Royal Artillery 

"Wliiiiyates, K. C., Colonel, C.B., K.H., 
Royal Artillery 

"Wilson, J. A., i'aptain, Royal xVrtillery 

■Winchester, R., Major, U2nd Higli- 
laiiders 

■\YoodforiL Sir Alexander, Lieiit.- 
General, K.C.B., Iv.C.H. 

W'yndliam, 0., Lieut. -Colonel, Scots 
Greys 


Rank at Wateem^sk paok 

Major-General, commanding 

4tli Cavalry Brigade . . . 105 

Major-General, K.C.B., commantllng 
dth Cavalry Brigade . . . 147 

Captain, Royal Hor^ Artillery . . W2 

Captain, King's Diugoon Guards , 

Lieuteiiaiit, Royiil Hone Artillery . 
lieutenant, 2nil Life Guard# . . 4’i 

Captain and Brevet Iieat.4lolcftteU 
Royal Horae Artillery . , . Itll 

Lieutenant;, Royal ^irtiilery , . 234 

Captain and Brevet -Major, Royal 
■ Horse Artillery . ■ . . . . 203 

Lieutenant., Royal Artillery . . 240, 

lieutenant, triiul Higlilanders . . 3K2 

Major and Coloncd, CYldstimrn 
Guards ... . . , ; . ^ 2tiil 

Lieuteiia.nt, Scots. Greys' , ■ . 73 
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The Tales of the Sixty Mandarins. By P. V. Ramaswami Raju. 5s. 

Gift Books for Young People. By Popular Authors. With Four Original 

illustrations in each. Cloth gilt, is. 6d. each. 


Tlae Boy Htonters of Kentucky, By 
Edvsrard S. Ellis. 

Bed Feather; a Tale of the American 
Frontier. By Edward S. Ellis. 

Fritters ; or, “ It»s a Long Lane that has 

Tri^;^^r‘^hose who Live in Glass 
Houses shouldn’t throw Stones.” 

The Two Hardcastles. 


Jack Marston’s Anchor. 

Prank’s Life-Battle. 

Major Monk’s Motto; or, "Look Before 
you Leap.” 

Tim Thomson’s Trial; or, " AH is not Gold 
that Glitters.” 

Ursula’s Stumbling-Block. 

Kuth’s Life-Work; or,"Ho Pains, no Gains.” 
Baars and. Bainbows. 

Uncle William’s Charge. 

Pretty Pink’s Purpose. 


Seeking a City. 

Bhoda’s Be ward. 

“Golden Mottoes” Series, The. Eaoh Book containing 208 pages, \vith Four 

full-page Original Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 2 s. each. 

" ■ ■"Honour is my Guide.” By Jeanie Hering 

(Mrs. Adams- Actoi^. 

"■Am at a Sure' End.” ' 'By 'Emily' Searchfield. ' ' 
"He Conquers who. Endures.” By 'the Author 
of " May Cunningham’s Trial,” Sue. 


"Hil Desperandum.” By the Rev. F. Lang- 
bridge, M.A. 

“ Bear and Forbear.” By Sarah Pitt. 
"Foremost if I Can.” -By Helen Attericfee. 


“Cross and Crown” Series, The. With Four Illustrations in each Book. Crown 
8vo, 256 pages, 2s. 6d. each. 

Heroes of the Indian Empire ; or. Stories of 
Valour and Victory. By Ernest Foster, 

Through Trial to Triumph; or, “The 
Boyal Way.” By Madeline Bona via Hunt, 

In Letters of Flame ; A Story of the 
Wtddenses. ByC, L. Matdaux. 

Strong to Suffer; A Story of the Jews. By 
E. WjTin& 


By Fire and Sword; a Story of the Hugue- 
nots, By Thomas Archer, 

Adam Hepburn’s Vow ; A Tale of Eark and 
Covenant, By Annie S. Swan . 

Ho, XIII.; ou the Story of the Lost Vestal. 
A Tale of Early Christian Days. By Emma 
Marshall 

Freedom’s Sword; A Story of the Days of 
Wallace and Bruce. By Annie S. Swan. 


Five Shilling Books for Yoimg People, 

gilt, 5s. each. 

Under Bayard’s Banner. By Henry Frith. I 
The Champion of Odin ; or. Viking Life I 
in the Days of Old. By J. Fred. Hodgetts. ■ 


With Original Illustrations. Cloth 


Bound by a Spell; or, the Hunted Witch 
of the Forest. By the Hon. Mrs. Greene, 
The Homanee of Invention. Byjas. Burnley. 


Albums for ChlldreiL Price 3s. 6cl each. 

Ctot-Glmt ^bum. lUtwmted | My Own Album of Animals. Illustrated. 

I Keturo A lbum of AB Sorts. Illustrated. 

** Wanted— a King ” Series. Illustrated. 3s. 6d. each. 

Bobin’s Bide. By Miss E. Davenport Adams., 

C^eat-Grandmamma and Elsie. By Geor- 
gina M. Synge. 


Wanted— a King; or. How Merle set the 
Nursery Bhymes to Bights, By Maggie 
Browne. 
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Slspffiiiiy Story Boote, By: mirlciiowB Writers* M 

’®b« Smogffilar's Ctav®. i Mttl® »r<i. My '3Rffiiil Olpalse. 
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Ta« Boat dab* I Tbe Klolxeatier CoHog# . 

BaAe BarBlo.ot*. | . Boya. TboaiajBg, 

Cassell’s Motore^ :Sterf BociEs* Eacli coa,ttimng 60 pages, M s»cii, 

Little Talks. Balsas Story Boole. ^ Amah’s f tetter 

Bright Stars. Dot*s Story Book. , BooE 

§S«ry Joys. A Heat of stories- Blalmes. 

rSpoay. Oood Hight Stories. ASh^ofTs^. 

Say fSes. > Clwfcl*'. for Si»a, Osj^ ■ Pefirilres» »©aeim. 


Selectiom from Cassell S Comfanf s PuMkaMons, 


The “World in Kctnres’* Series. Illustrated ihrotighout as. 6d. each. 


A Bamble Kouud P'ranee. 

AU the Busaias. 

Chats about G^raoauy. 

The Laud of the Pyramids (Egypt). 
Peeps into Chiua. 


The Eastern Wonderland (Japan). 
Q-limpses of South America, 
Bound Afbiea. 

The Land of Temples (India). 

The Isles of the Pacific. 


Cheap Editions of Popular Volumes for Young People. Illustrated. 2 s. 6d. 

Esther^West. 1 Three HomteA I Por Queen and King. | Working to Witt. 
Perils Aflo at and Brigands Ashore. 


Two-ShiHing Story Books. 

Stories of the Tower. 

Mr. Burke’s Nieces. 

May Cunningham’s TriaL 
The Top of the Ladder; 

How to Beach it. 

Little Flotsam. , 

Madge and her FriendiA 

Half-Crown Story Books. 

Little Hinges. 

Margaret’s Enemy. 

Pen’s Perplexities. 

Notable Shipwrecks. 

Q^jlden Days. 

Wonders of Common Things. 
At the South Pole. 


All Illustrated, 

The Children of the Court. 
A Moonbeam Tangle. 

The^F^w^CaS of the Tip- 
pertons. 

Marion’s Two Homes. 
Litide Folks' Sunday Book. 
School Girls. 


Two Fourpenny Bits. 
Poor Nelly. 

Tom Heriot. 

Aunt Tabitha’s Waifs. 

In Mischief Again. 
Throtigh Peril to Fortune. 
Peggy, and other Tales. 


TruthwinOut. 

PictTxres of School Life and Boyhood. 
The Young Man in the Battle of Life. By 
the Rev. Dr. Landels. 

The True Glory of Woman. By the Rev. 
Dr. Landels. 

Soldier and Patriot (George Washington). 


Ttoee-and-Sixpenny Library. Illustrated. Cloth gilt, gilt edges. 

The Family Honour. 

The Half-Sisters, _ , 

Fairy Tales, 


P^g^ C^liyie’s^Inheritanoe. 


I and his Fables. 

By Prof. Henry Morley. 


Cassell^s Pictorial Scrap Book, 

cloth back, 3s. 6d.. per Vol. 

Our Scrap Book. 

The Seaside Scrap Book. 

The Little Folks' Scrap Book. 


In Six Sectional Volumes, Paper boards, 

I The Magpie Scrap Book. 

The Lion Scrap Book, 
i The Elephant Scrap Book. 


Library of Wonders. Illustrated Gift-books for Boys. Paper, is. ; cloth, is. 6d. 


Wonderful Adventures, 
Wonders of Animal Instinct. 


I Wonderful Balloon Ascents. 

I Wonders of Bodily Strength and SkilL 

Wonderful Escapes. 


Books for the Little Ones. Fully Illustrated. 

The Old Fairy Tales. With Original Illus- 
trations. Boards, is, ; doth, is. 6d- 
My Diary. With Twelve Coloured Plates and 


Bhsnnes for the Young Folk. By William 
AUingham. Beautifully Illustrated. 3s. 6d. 
The Sunday Scrap Book. With One I hou- 
sand Pictures. Boards, 5s, ; cloth, 73. 6d. 
The History Scrap Book. With nearly 
1,000 Engravings. 5s. ; cloth, 7s. 6d. 
Cassell’s Bobinson Crusoe. With loo 
Illustrations. Cloth, 3s. 6d. ; gilt edges, ss. 


366 Woodcuts. IS. 

The Pilgrim’s Progress. With Coloured 
Illustrations. 2 S. 6d. 

Cassell’s Swiss Family Bobinson. Illus- 
trated. Cloth, 3s. 6d. ; gilt edges, ss. 


The World’s Workers. A Series of 
Authors. With Portraits printed on a 
Dr. Arnold of Bugby. By Rose E. Selfe. 
The Earl of Shaftesbury. 

Sarah Bobinson, Agnes Weston, and Mrs. 
Meredith. 

Thomas A Edison and Samuel F, B. 
Morse. 

Mrs. Somerville and Mary Carpenter. 
General Gordon. 

Charles Dickens. 

Sir Titus Salt and George Moore. 
Florence Nightingale, Catherine Marsh, 
Frances Bidley Havergal, 2 drs. Ban- 
yard (“L, N. B.”). 


New and Original Volumes by Popular 

tint as Frontispiece, is. each. 

Dr. Guthrie, Father Mathew, Elihu Bur- 
ritt, Joseph Livesey. 

Sir Henry BTavelock and Colin Campbell 
Lord Clyde. 

Abraham Lincoln. 

David Livingstone. 

George Muller and Andrew Bead, 
Bichard Cobden. 

•Bftnj fl.T«in IPr aTitrlfn. 

Blnndel. 

Turner the Artist. 

George and Bobert Stephenson. 


♦** The c^ove Works («rc/«fl!x;«^Biehard Cobden) can also be had Three in One Fol, cloth, sill ei^es, yi. 


CASSELL A COMLANY, Limited, Ludgate Hill, Ijmdon; 
Paris <fc Melbowm. 
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